;2029 


%wl 


d  8 


THE  LIBRARY 

OF 

THE  UNIVERSITY 

OF  CALIFORNIA 

LOS  ANGELES 


# 


CAPE    OF    GOdlt    IKH'i;. 


MAGISTERIAL    REPORTS 


HAYIX(;  RKFEREXCE  TO  THE 


OCCUPATION  BY  THE  EXE:m^-  OF, 


AND  THE 


ATTITUDE  i)V  THE  I'UPI  LATKLN   IN. 


THE  DISTRICTS  NOW  OR  RECENTLY  I  XUER 


MARTIAL    LAAV 


[Being  a  Eeturn  to  a  Eesolution  adopted  by  the  Honourable  the 
House  of  Assembly  on  the  26th  July.  1900]. 


Ilriutrb  bn  ^riifr  of  ||lv.  ^pciihcr. 

AUGUST,  lOOi). 


(APE   TOWN: 
CAPE  TIMES  LIMITKD.  ST.  GEORGE'S  STREET. 

liKK) 


[A.   5—1900.] 


mc/7 


CONTENTS. 


PAGE 


I.  Telegrams  to  Resident  Matjistrates  enquiring  whether 

their  reports  might  bo  submitted  to  Pai'liament  ...        .") 


II.  Telegrams  calling  for  certain  repcrts  ... 

III.  Magisterial  lieports  : 

1.  Albert 

2.  Aliwal  North 

3.  Barkly  East 

4.  Barkly  West 

5.  Cathcart 

6.  Cblesberg 

7.  (xordonia 

8.  Hay 

9.  Herbert 

10.  Kuruman., 

11.  Kimberley  .... 

12.  Keuhardt 
1^5.  Molteno     .. 

14.  Mafeking... 

15.  Prioskri 
10.  Tarka  and  Queen's  Town 

17.  Tauug 

18.  Vryburg    ... 

19.  Wodehouse 


8. 


9 

21 

33 

4.") 

72 

73 

87 

94 

105 

113 

129 

130 

144 

147 

149 

1.56 

157 

166 

180 


1094695 


Cape  of  good  hope. 


Return  to  the  following  Resolution  adopted  by  the  Honour- 
able the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  26th  day  of  July^ 
1900  :— 

"  For  Copies  of  all  Magisterial  Eeports  Imviiiy  ivfcvonce  to  tlio 
Occupation  by  the  Euemy  of,  and  the  Attitude  of  the 
Population  in,  the  districts  now  or  recently  under 
Martial  Law." 


PrinUd  bv  Order  o(  IWr.  Spciikcr. 

AUGUST,  I'.Mi. 


I. 

TELEaUAlS  TO  RESIDEI^T  lAG-ISTRlTES  ENQTJIR- 
im  WHETHER  THEIR  REPORTS  II&HT  BE 
SUBMITTED  TO  PARLIAIEI^T. 


Telegram,  dated  31/7/00.      Most  urgent. 

From  To 

Secretary,  Law  Department,  Resident  Magistrate, 

Cape  Town. 

Albert,  Griquatowu, 

*Aliwal  North,       Douglas, 
Barkly  West,        Kenliarclt, 
Colesberg,  Prieska, 

Upington,  Vryburg. 

3,591.  31st  July.  Please  wire  immediately  whether  you 
would  have  any  objection  to  Jus  submitting  to  Parliament  your 
report  on  the  occupation  of  your  district  by  forces  of  the  enemy  and 
rebels,  and  also,  your  report  on  condition  of  district  during  period 
of  occupation  by  enemy  forwarded  in  compliance  with  request  con- 
tained in  my  telegram  3,150  of  30th  June.  Names  of  persons  and  of 
places  where  they  would  reveal  identification  of  persoas  will  bi* 
erased  before  submission.  As  Jus  desires  to  lay  reports  on  Table 
to-morrow,  should  you  consent  please  reply  without  any  delay. 

*Case  of  Aliwal  North,  "  Mr.  Hugo  "  was  put  in  place  of  "you," 
before  the  words  "  would  have  any  objection." 

To  the  above,  each  Magistrate  has  sent  a  negative  re[Jy. 

JOHN.  J.  GRAHAM, 
Secretary,  Law  Department. 

Attorney  General's  Office,  Cape  Town, 
1st  August,  1900. 
[A.  5—1900.]  B 


Telegram  dated  31/7/1900.      Most  urgent. 

From  To 

Secretary,  Law  Department,  Resident  Magistrates, 

Barkly  East,         Moltcno, 
Kimbcrley,  Dordrecht. 

3,593.  31st  July.  Please  wire  immediately  whether  you 
would  have  any  objection  to  Jus  submitting  to  Parliament  your 
report  on  the  condition  of  your  district  during  period  of  occupation 
by  enemy,  forwarded  in  compliance  with  request  contained  in  my 
telegram  3,150  of  30th  June.  Names  of  persons  and  i)laces  whtre 
they  would  reveal  identification  of  persons  will  be  erased  before  sub- 
mission. As  Jus  desires  to  lay  rei)ort  on  table  to-morrow,  should 
you  consent  please  reply  without  any  delay. 

To  the  above  each  Magistrate  has  sent  a  negative  reply. 


JOHN.  J.  GRAHAM, 
Secretary,  Law  Department. 


Attorney  General's  Ofiice,  Cai)e  Town, 
1st  August,  1900. 


Telegram  dated  31/7/1900.      Most  urgent. 

From  To 

Secretary,  Law  Department,  Resident  Magistrates, 

Yenterstad,       vSteytlervillc, 
Klipdam,  De  Aar. 

3,592.  31st  July.  Please  wire  innnediately  whether  you  W'Ould 
have  any  objection  to  Jus  submitting  to  Parliament  your  report  on 
the  occupation  of  your  district  by  forces  of  the  enemy  and  rebels. 
Names  of  persons  and  places  where  they  w^ould  reveal  identification 
of  persons  will  be  erased  before  submission.  As  Jus  desires  to  lay 
reports  on  table  to-morrow%  should  you  consent  please  reply  without 
any  delay. 

Note  1^— In  case  of  Steytlerville  "  Barkly  East,"  and  in  case  of  De 
Aar  "Kuruman"  was  substituted  for  "your"  underlined  above. 

To  the  above  each  Magistrate  has  sent  a  negative  reply. 

JOHN.  J.  GRAHAM, 
Secretary',  Law  Department. 

Attornev  General's  Otiice,  Cape  Town, 
1st  August,  1900. 


Telegram  dated  1/8/00.      Very  ursent. 

From  To 

Secretary,  Law  Department,  Resident  Masislrate, 

Cape  Town.  Tarka.'^tad. 

3,615.  1st  August.  Have  vou  any  ol)jecli()ii  lo -Jus  submitting 
to  Parliament  your  167  of  :}Olli  .tidy  and  yciur  ivpoii  of  25111  Oclober 
last  therein  referred  to:      I'lea.se  reply  by  wire  wilhout  delay. 

A  negative  reply  has  been  received  from  the  Resident  Magis- 
trate at  Tarkastad. 

JOHN.  J.  GRAHAM, 

Secretary,  Law  l)e[)nrtmenl. 

Altornev  General's  Ol^ce,  Caj^e  Town, 
•2nd  August,  1900. 


Telegram  dated  1/8/00.      Very  urgent. 

From  To 

Secretary,  Law  Department,  Resident  Magistrate, 

Cape  Town.  Queenstown. 

3,616.  1st  August.  Have  you  any  objection  to  Jus  laying 
before  Parliament  your  telegram  one  of  30th  July,  in  reply  to  my 
3,552?      Please  reply  by  wire  immediately. 

A  negative  reply  lias  been  received  from  the  Resident  Magis- 
trate, Queenstown. 

JOHN.  J.  GRAHAM, 
Secretary,  Law  Department. 

Attorney  General's  Office,  Caj^e  Town, 
2nd  August,  1900. 


II 

TELE&EAIS  CALLII&  EOE,  CEETAII  REPORTS. 


Telegram  dated  30/'6/00. 

From 
Secretary,  Law  Department. 


To 
Resident  Magistrates, 


Albert, 

Barldy  East, 

Colosberg, 

Hay, 

Kenhardt, 

Mafeking, 

Pricska, 

Yrybiirg, 


Aliwal  North. 

Barkly  West. 

Gordonia. 

Herbert. 

Kimberley. 

Moltono. 

Taung. 

Wodoliouse. 


3,150.  oOth  June.  The  Attorney-General  would  like  to  have  a 
report  from  you  on  the  general  state  of  your  district  so  far  as  you 
can  ascertain  it  during  the  time  it  was  in  virtual  occupation  of  the 
Queen's  enemies.  What  Mr.  Innes  is  specially  anxious  to  know  is 
what  proportion  of  people  of  district  joined  enemy,  and  Avhat  pro- 
portion either  refused  to  join  or  left  district.  Also  the  extent  to 
which  commandeering  by  the  enemy  went  on.  What  restraints, 
if  any,  were  imposed  upon  those  who  refused  to  identify  themselves 
with  the  invaders  1  Whether  any  looting  took  place?  Whether 
the  Colonial  re])els  took  any  specially  prominent  part  in  the  direc- 
tion of  affairs  in  the  adoption  of  aggressive  measures  against  loyal- 
ists!' And  generally  the  condition  of  the  district  during  hostile 
occupation  ?  It  is  desired  that  your  report  should  l^e  received  before 
Parliament  meets.  Mr.  Innes  is  aware  that  under  these  circum- 
stances you  will  not  be  able  to  report  in  great  detail,  J)ut  he  trusts 
you  will  do  the  best  you  can  in  the  time  at  your  disposal. 


Telegram  dated  28/7/1900.      Very  urgent. 

From  To 

Secretary,  Law  Department.  Resident  Magistrates, 

Queenstown.      Tarka. 

3,552.  28th  July.  Jus  would  like  to  have  a  report  from  you 
on  the  oeneral  state  of  vour  district  so  far  as  vou  can  ascertain  il 
during  the  time  the  northern  districts  of  the  Colony  were  in  occupa- 
tion by  the  Queen's  enemies.  Can  you  say  whether  any,  and  if  so, 
how  many,  from  your  district  joined  the  enemy '{  What  generally 
Avas  the  feeling  of  the  district?      Reply  by  wire. 


III. 

lA&ISTERIAL  REPOUTS. 


ALBERT 

(Including  Assistant  Resident  Magistrate's  Station  at  Yenterstad). 

Confidential. 

Cape  Town,  27th  November,  1809. 

MATTERS  IN  ALBERT  DISTRICT  SINCE  THE  OUTBREAK 

OF  WAR  BETWEEN  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  THE  TRANS VA AT 

AND  ORANGE  FREE  STATE.-  REPORT  ON. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  your  letter,  marked  confidential.  No. 
3/400  of  23rd  insl.,  I  have  the"  honour  to  report  as  follows:-- 

About  a  week  or  ten  days  after  the  ex})iration  of  the  period 
mentioned  in  the  Ultimatum  addressed  by  the  Transvaal  and  Oranoe 
Free  State  Republics  to  the  British  Government,  ])art  of  tlie  Repidili- 
can  Forces  was  on  the  northern  Ijorder  of  the  AUiert  Division,  at  or 
near  Bethulie  Bridge.  Small  detachments  of  the  Cape  Police  \\ere 
stationed  at  Bethulie  Bridge  and  Odendaalstroom  watching  tlie 
movements  of  the  enemy. 

Instructions  were  received  from  the  OiTicer  Commanding  Her 
Majesty's  troops  in  the  Colony,  through  you  and  su1)sequently 
through  the  Colonel  in  command  of  the  troops  stationed  at  Storm- 
berg  Junction,  that  the  Cape  Police  should,  as  far  as  possible,  pre- 
vent ])illaging  by  the  enemy,  but  if  opposed  l)y  an  ovt'rwhelming 
force  not  to  offer  any  resistance,  l)ut  retire  to  the  nearest  Military  or 
Police  Station. 

It  was  intimated  that  no  specific  instructions  could  l)e  given 
with  regard  to  the  conduct  of  Civil  Commissioners,  but  pul)lic  officers 
were  to  remain  at  their  posts. 

My  three  clerks,  Messrs.  Wither,  Shaw,  and  Keller,  and  I,  re- 
mained at  Burghersdorp  until  the  office  was  taken  ])ossession  of  by 
tlie  enemy. 

The  Police  did  their  best  under  the  circumstances  and  were,  \\\\ 
to  the  time  they  retired  to  Stormberg  Junction,  which  is  about  22 
miles  south  of  Burghersdorp,  of  great  assistance  to  me  in  enquirini> 
as  to  the  truth  of  rumours  regarding  the  movements  of  the  Repub- 
lican forces  and  the  l)ehaviour  and  actions  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
district,  wliich  were,  considering  the  disturbed  condition  of  the 
district,  alleged  to  be  of  a  suspicious  nature.  I  had,  of  course,  to 
satisfy  myself  as  far  as  possible  as  to  the  truth  of  rumours  and 
reports  before  communicating  with  you  on  the  sul)ject.  After  Ihe 
retirement  of  the  Cai)e  Police,  Chief  Constable  Mr.  Berry  rendereci 
me  great  assistance.  This  state  of  things  continued  until  the  141  h 
November,  when  part  of  the  Free  State  Forces  stationed  at  Bethulie 
Bridge,  having  on  1st  Noveml)er  crossed  over  into  Colonial  lervitory 
and  'i)itched  their  camp  on  this  side  of  the  Orange  River,  sud(kMily 
marched  on  to  Burghersdorp,  l)ut  on  this  I  will  treat  in  (k'tail  fur 
ther  on.  It  will  l)e  remembered  that  in  a  communication  a(klres,-.ed 
to  vou  (I  regret  I  cannot  give  dates  as  I  have  no  access  to  any  re- 
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cords)  I  pointed  out  that  Albert  was  practically  divided  into  thn^e 
Magistracies,  viz.,  Burghersdorp,  Venterstad,  aiid  Molteno,  and  that 
as  I  very  seldom  came  in  contact  with  the  residents  in  Wards  in 
which  Molteno  and  Venterstad  are  situated,  I  was  unable  to  gauge 
the  feelings  of  the  residents  of  these  Wards. 

On  the  instructions  of  the  Prime  Minister,  the  Honourable  W. 
P.  Schreiner,  and  the  Honourable  R.  Solomon,  the  Attorney-General, 
I  had  personal  interviews  with  all  the  Field  Cornets  and  tlieir  assist- 
ants of  Wards  falling  under  my  jurisdiction,  with  the  exception  of 

*  *  *  *  who,  I  presume,  did  not  get  my 
letter  asking  him  to  call  on  me,  in  time.  One  and  all  agreed  with  me 
that  the  suggestions  and  wishes  of  the  Prime  Minister  as  to  th3  eon- 
duct  of  the  people  under  the  unfortunate  circumstances  ought  to  be 
complied  with,  and  gave  me  to  understand  that  the  farmers  were 
determined  to  remain  quiet  and  loyal  to  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  no 
niatter  what  happened.  I  spoke  to  farmers  of  influence  and  stand- 
ing whenever  I  had  an  opportunity,  and  they  all  seemed  very  much 
concerned  about  the  condition  of  things,  and  appeared  determined 
to  remain  loyal.  As  this  communication  will  be  treated  as  confi- 
dential, I  wish  to  state  that  as  *  *  was  alleged  to  be  disloyal 
and  active  in  stirring  up  the  *  *  to  rebel,  I  considered  it  v>oidd 
be  injudicious  on  my  part  to  interview  him,  l)ut  he  came  to  the  office 
one  day  and  appeared  to  be  greatly  concerned  that  the  Military 
Authorities,  the  troops  being  then  stationed  at  Stormberg  Junction, 
would  apprehend  him,  and  he  could  not  understand  on  what 
grounds.  His  friends  had  advised  him  to  flee.  I  then  spoke  openly 
to  him,  and  said  he  could  depend  upon  my  protecting  him  against 
any  illegal  action  on  the  part  of  the  Military,  but  that  if  he  had  com- 
promised himself,  or  had  done  anything  contrary  to  law,  I  would  do  _ 
my  duty.      He  then  assured  me  that  he  had  gone     *        =^     amongst  ' 

*  *  *  advised  *  people  to  remain  quiet  and 
take  no  part  in  the  war.  I  do  not  wish  to  put  on  record  whether  I 
believed  or  disbelieved  him.  His  future  conduct  will  prove  or  dis- 
prove the  truth  of  his  statement. 

A  few  days  after  the  British  troops  arrived  at  Stormberg  Junc- 
tion a  most  unfortunate  incident  occurred.  The  troops,  while  und;'V 
the  command  of  their  officers  while  making  a  reconnaissance,  cut  th^ 
wire  fences  of  the  farmers  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Stormberg  Junc- 
tion, and  in  some  cases  on  farms  distant  between  6  and  7  miles  from 
the  Military  camp.  This  give  rise  to  considerable  uneasiness  and  un- 
rest the  action  of  the  Military  being  imputed  to  a  desire  to  irritate 
the  farmers,  who  were  all  Dutch.  As  you  are  aware  I  proceeded 
to  Stormlierg  Junction,  on  your  instructions,  without  delay,  and  in- 
vestigated tile  niatter.  I  explained  to  Colonel  C.  Evans  Gordon,  the 
officer  in  command,  the  serious  results  which  such  action  on  the  part 
of  the  troops  might  lead  to.  I  was  received  most  courteously,  and 
orders  were  issued  to  withdraw  the  wire  nippers  from  the  men,  and 
that  the  cutting  of  wire  fences  should  not  be  resorted  to. 

I  quieted  the  farmers;  the  damages  suffered  were  assessed  by 
Field  Cornets  Marais  and  Steenekamp,  and  War  Department  cheques 
for  the  amounts  awarded  have  been  handed  to  the  claimants,  with 
the  exception  of  one  for  £2,  which  has  been  hid  in        *  *        the 

office  of  the  C.C.  Clerk.  One  of  the  farmers  concerned  told  me  that 
they  intended  holding  a  meeting  to  pass  a  resolution  thanking  me 
for  my  services.  Any  harmful  effect  the  incident  may  have  pro- 
duced I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  has  been  entirely  removed. 

The  British  troops  were  stationed  at  Stormberg  Junction  for  a 
few  weeks,  and  great  preparations  were  apparently  being  made  for 
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the  quartering  of  a  considerable  miinher  of  troops  there.  1  was  in- 
formed (liat  sheds  were  to  he  erected  eovering  a  space  of  \  niih^  in 
k'ligth,  hut  almost  imnKHliately  after  the  arrival  of  Sir  Redvers 
Buller,  they  were  suddenly  withdrawn  to  Queenstown.  The  troops 
being  at  Stormlierg  Junction  had  a  steadying  influence  on  the  loyal 
Dutch,  and  the  English  part  of  the  comniunity  fell  safe  to  a  certain 
extent.  The  sudden  withdrawal  gave  rise  to  a  scare,  and  the  Eng- 
lish farmers,  who  had  interviewed  me  on  a  [)revious  occasion,  and  to 
whom  I  tendered  the  advice  to  renuun  (|uiet  on  their  farms,  which 
met  with  your  and  the  Premier's  a})proval,  again  interviewed  me.  1 
gave  them  the  same  advice,  l)ut  as  I  stated  in  my  telegram  rejjorting 
that  interview,  I  could  hartUy  expect  them  to  follow  it,  under  the 
altered  circumstances.  As  a  fact  the  English  farmers,  especially 
those  who  were  active  in  assisting  the  British  troops  in  securing 
transport  wagons  and  supplies,  removed  their  stock  to  Queenstown 
and  other  districts,  and  for  personal  safety  went  to  East  London 
and  Queenstown.  A  few  days  before  my  departure  from  Burghers- 
dorp  an  English  otilicial  told  me  that  it  was  rumoured  that  the  with- 
drawal of  the  troops  from  Stormberg  and  Naauwpoort,  and  the  delay 
in  making  a  forward  movement  to  protect  the  border  districts,  was 
a  move,  originating  with  the  capitalists,  in  order  to  give  the  Dutch 
inhabitants  in  the  Colony  an  opportunity  to  rise.  We  both  scouted 
the  idea  and  I  personally  will  never  believe  it.  I  must  add,  how- 
ever, that  from  private  and  reliable  information  of  a  conficlential 
nature  I  have  since  received  from  Molteno,  the  idea  seems  to  have 
gained  ground  there.  On  the  1st  or  2nd  November  the  Free  State 
Inu'ghers  crossed  over  Bethulie  Bridge  and  pitched  their  camp  on  the 
Colonial  side  of  the  Orange  River.  The  Police  withdrew  to  Burg- 
Jiersdorp,  and  ultimately  to  Stormberg  Junction.  Boer  patrols 
visited  farms  in  the  northern  part  of  the  district.  No  irregiilanti-^s 
were  committed  by  the  patrols,  and  I  heard  of  no  case  of  stuck  of 
British  subjects  being  seized,  or  British  subjects  being  ill-treated  or 
roughly  dealt  with.  *  *  *  ,  an  influential  *  farmer 
who  was  very  keen  in  obtaining  wagons  for  the  transport  of  English 
troops  was  naturally  in  bad  odour  Avith  the  Free  Staters,  but  from 
what  I  could  gather,  although  his  farm  was  visited  by  patrols,  his 
property  was  not  taken.  When  I  left,  his  sons,  he  having  left  for 
safety  to  *  were  still  on  his  farm,  and  they  were  assured  that 
the  stock  and  property  would  not  be  touched,  and  they  were  treated 
most  courteously  and  in  a  friendly  manner.  Government  property, 
such  as  Railway  Stations,  has  not  ))een  maliciously  and  wrecklessly 
(sic)  destroyed  or  damaged.  Only  railway  lines,  culverts,  and 
bridges  have  been  rendered  temporarily  useless  for  traffic  by  re- 
moving some  rails  and  sleepers,  and  as  to  culverts  and  small  bridges 
the  destruction  of  pillars. 

A  body  of  burghers  about  70  or  80  strong  took  six  Cape  Police 
stationed  at  *  ,  *  between  Burghersdorp  and  Aliwal 
North  on  the  Aliw^al  line,  prisoners.  1  have  since  ascei'tained  that 
three  of  them,  *  ,  and  *  ,  and  *  are  prisoners  *  ,  and 
that  they  are  Ijeing  w-ell  treated.  The  telegraph  wire  was  cut  at 
Myburgh  Siding,  and  telegraphic  communication  between  Burghers- 
dorp and  Aliwal  was  cut  off. 

While  the  Free  State  Burghers  were  at  Bethulie  Bridge,  there 
was  constant  intercourse,  which  I  w^as  unable  to  prevent,  between 
the  residents  of  the  district  and  the  Free  State  burghers.  As  I  stated 
in  previous  communications  many  of  the  Burghers  are  closely  re- 
lated to  people,  British  subjects,  resident  in  the  town  and  district, 
and  the  visits  were  with  the  ostensible  object  of  merely    meeting 
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theii-  ivlalives,  or  ciKiuiriiiu  after  the  welfare  of  relatives  fij^htiiio  in 
Natal  and  arouiul  Kiinl)erley.  The  withdrawal  of  the  Cape  Police 
iiuule  it  extremely  difficult  for  me  to  watch  the  movements  of  the 
enemy,  l)ut  I  did  my  best  under  the  circumstances. 

The  Postmaster,  Mr.  Little,  remained  at  Burghersdorp  until  the 
day  I  lie  town  was  taken,  and  rendered  me  invaluable  assistance.  He 
managed  to  escape  to  Stormljcrg,  l)ut  returned  almost  immediately 
to  fetch  Mrs.  Little  and  his  children.  The  l*ost  Office  was  taken 
l)o.ssession  of. 

ISSUING  OF  CIRCULARS  TENDING  TO  INCITE  PEOPLE  TO 

REBEL. 

I  was  unable  to  trace  a  single  copy  in  the  All)ert  District  of  the 
Circular  issued  by  Mr.  Benjamin  Viljoen  addressed  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Colony,  urging  upon  them  to  come  to  the  assistance  of 
the  Transvaal  and  Free  State  Republics.  A  copy  of  it  appeari-d  in 
some  of  the  English  papers  in  the  Colony,  and  I  cannot  help  thinl:ing 
that  svich  ))ubiication  did  more  harm  than  good. 

Copies  of  a  pamphlet  headed  "The  Gold  War  '  came  into  the 
hands  of  residents  in  the  district.  A  copy  was  supplied  to  you  by 
me  about  14  days  ago.  After  full  enquiries  I  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  distriljution  was  effected  by  persons  procuring 
copies  whilst  visiting  the  camp,  and  burgher  patrols  leaving  copies 
at  the  farms  they  touched  at.  If  the  pamphlet  is  read  as  a  whole  it 
would  appear  that  it  is  merely  intended  as  the  Free  State  version 
of  the  results  of  the  difTerent  Ijattles  and  engagements,  and  issued 
with  a  view  of  inspiriting  the  Republican  forces.  The  last  two 
paragraphs  are  very  strongly  worded,  and  would,  if  addressed  dir- 
ectly to  British  sui)jects  amount  to  an  inciting  to  rebellion,  but  I 
doubt  very  much  whether  it  would  be  sufficient,  considering  the 
nature  of  the  pamphlet,  and  for  whom  it  was  intended,  to  suppo)i 
such  a  charge.  I  submitted  this  point  to  the  Honourable  the  At- 
torney-General for  his  opinion,  but  no  reply  reached  me  before  I  h  ft 
Burgiiersdorp.  It  was  reported  to  me  that  cojnes  thereof  were 
secretly  inserted  under  the  doors  of  residences  in  the  to\vn  of  Bur- 
giiersdorp. On  enquiry  I  found  this  was  not  the  case.  The  son 
of  a  respectable  citizen  of  Burgiiersdorp,  who  sympathised  strongly 
with  the  Republics,  was  seen  to  insert  a  copy  of  a  paper  under  a 
door  on  a  Sunday  evening,  but  from  the  statement  of  *  ,  whose 
Avord  I  could  rely  on,  I  was  satisfied  that  it  was  a  co])y  of  a  religious 
paper  called  De"  Wekker,        *  *  *  *       . 

RELIEF  OF  EUROPEAN  AND  NATIVE  REFUGEES. 

I  received  instructions  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  and 
Secretary  for  Native  Affairs  to  issue  railway  tickets  to  Eiu'opean 
refugees  not  exceeding  12  in  the  first  instance,  and  tickets  and 
rations  to  Native  refugees  to  stations  nearest  their  Locations  or  resi- 
dences in  the  Colony,  With  regard  to  the  former,  about  8  Russian 
Jews  applied  for  assistance,  alleging  that  they  each  possessed  a  few 
shillings  in  Transvaal  coinage.  I  instructed  the  Chief  Constable 
to  repair  to  where  they  were  lodging  and  inform  them  that  I  would 
grant  their  request  providing  they  allowed  their  persons  and  pro- 
perty to  be  searched.  From  £10  to  £L3  in  English  and  Transvaal 
money  was  found  on  them.  I  did  not  issue  any  orders  for  tickets 
for  them.  I  had  them  searched  because  I  did  not  believe  their 
statements  that  they  were  altogether  without  means. 
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About  150  Basutos  were  sent  l)v  the  Military  Autliorities  from 
btormbercT  Junction  to  BuroluTsdorp,  en  route  "for  Basuloland,  as 
refuoees  from  Johannes! )urir,  havino-  come  into  the  Colony  via 
Norval's  Pont.  They  had  ijrcat  grievances  as  to  tlieir  treatment, 
and  that  they  had  been  rol)l)ed  by  the  Free  State  liur<,du'rs.  An 
Intellioence  OfTicer  connected  with  the  Storml)er^  Military  Camp 
informed  me  that  a  woman  had  shown  him  wheals  (sic)  on  her  body, 
the  result  of  ill-treatment.  I  jrave  him  to  understand  that  I  would 
not  wo  so  far  as  to  say  that  I  did  not  believe  the  natives  were  rouuhlv 
handled,  but  from  my  experience  as  Magistrate  and  Ma yist rate's 
Clerk,  I  do  not  know  of  a  single  case  of  a  farmer,  English  or  Dutch, 
having  horsewhipped  a  woman,  but  I  know  that  Kattirs  are  accus- 
tomed to  beat  their  wives  when  guiltv  of  having  carnal  connection 
with  other  men.  In  fact  they  contend  they  have  a  legal  right  to  do 
so. 

A  few  days  after  the  150  had  left,  another  batch  of  30  or  40  turned 
up  at  the  office  with  similar  grievances.  I  then  gave  instructions, 
for  the  same  reason  as  in  the  case  of  the  Europeans,  that  their  per- 
sons and  belongings  should  be  searched.  More  than  half  would  not 
consent  to  this,  and  left  the  office.  I  ^vas  also  informed  that  several 
of  the  natives  purchased  articles  of  clothing,  etc.,  at  the  shops  in 
the  toAvn  Ijefore  their  departure. 


Shortly  before  the  occupation  of  Burghersdorp  by  the  em-m}' 
I  was  asked  by  the  Inspector  of  Police  at  Stormberg  Junction,  by 
wire,  whether  one  *  ,  a  Free  State  Burgher,  who  had  played  a 
conspicuous  part  in  capturing  the  police        *  *        and  visiting 

farms  on  patrol,  had  not  been  seen  riding  through  the  streets  of 
Burghersdorp  on  one  of  the  horses  of  the  police  that  had  been  taken 
prisoner,  and,  if  so,  why  he  was  not  taken  prisoner.  I  made  en- 
quiries from  parties  who  I  knew  would  tell  the  truth,  and  they 
could  give  me  no  information  on  the  subject. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  November  a  Free  State  Burgher  rode 
into  town,  came  to  my  office,  and  informed  me  that  a  Free  State 
commando  was  near  at  hand,  and  delivered  a  verbal  message  from 
Commandant  Swanepoel  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  see  me  if  I 
cared  to  come  out  to  meet  him.  Accompanied  by  the  Mayor  (M''. 
Shorten),  Professor  Cachet  of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  the  Rev. 
Gever,  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  who  I  considered  to  represent 
the  majority  of  the  inhal)itants  in  the  village,  I  went  out  to  meet  the 
commando."  Our  object  was  to  prevent  any  unnecessary  panic  or 
excitement  in  the  town  that  would  naturally  arise  by  the  entrance 
into  the  town  of  a  large  body  of  burghers.  When  we  met  the  com- 
mando we  were  most'respectfully  received,  and  when  I  aslu'd  Com- 
mandants Swanepoel  and  Du  Proov  what  they  intended  doing  they 
could  not  tell  me,  but  intimated  that  I  was  to  remain  quiet  and  regain 
my  position  till  next  morning.  I  pointed  out  to  them  the  i)ec;di;ir 
position  I  was  placed  in,  as  I  had  my  duty  to  perform  towards  my 
Government.  Eventually  they  gave  me  the  assurance  that  the  bur- 
ghers would  not  enter  the  town  that  day,  and  that  I  would  receive 
notice  of  such  a  movement.  This  promise  was  faithfully  kept.  The 
Commandant  asked  me  whether  there  were  any  enemies  ui  the  town. 
I  rei:)lied  "  Yes,"  but  unarmed  and  not  prepared  to  offer  any  resist- 
ance. By  this  I  meant  that  all  British  subjects  residing  in  th(> 
town  and  "district,  thouoh  unarmed,  were  enemies  \n  the  Keimblienn 
forces.      I  presume  the  Commandant  referred  to  British  tr()()i)s. 

[A.  5—1900.]  ^ 
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Early  next  morning  I  received  a  message  that  the  l)urghers 
were  about  to  enter  the  town,  and  tliat  I  was  to  he  at  the  office.  The 
gi-i'ater  [)arl  of  the  force,  which  was  between  500  and  (500  strong,  was 
drawn  up  on  a  ridge  outside  and  overlooking  tlie  town,  and  onlv 
about  70  or  80,  fully  armed,  accompanied  tlie  Commandants  to  the 
Market  Stfuare.  Commandant  Swanepoel  mounted  the  steps  of  tlie 
Jul)ilee  Fouidain  and  addressed  the  public.  Before  he  did  so,  T 
askeil  him  to  accord  me  a  private  interview  in  my  ollice,  bul  h-.' 
refused  to  comply  with  my  rcqiiesl.  Immediately  ujjon  receiving 
a  message  from  tlie  Commandant  that  the  burghers  would  enter  th.i 
town,  I  sent  for  the  Mayor,  Mr.  Shorten,  and  the  other  members  of 
the  deputation  to  meet  the  Commandant  at  my  office.  They  were 
there  to  meet  him,  in  order  to  ascertain  what  he,  the  Commandam, 
intended  doing,  and  then  decide  what  we,  as  representing  the  town, 
sliindd  do.  I  personally  had  no  idea  what  his  intentions  wen-.  Jle 
made  the  i^eople  understand  that  he  had  taken  the  town,  and  that 
the  district  w^as  noAv  a  part  of  the  Free  State,  and  that  all  who  wished 
to  leave  could  do  so  within  14  days,  after  which  period  all  were  ex- 
})ected  to  join  them  or  be  liable  to  be  commandeered.  A  proclama- 
tion was  read  by  his  Secretary,  Mr.  Hugo,  which  w'as  subseciuently 
])osted  on  the  l)lack-lioard  near  the  Court  House  He  made  a  most 
imi)assioned  address,  which  was  received  with  several "  Hoor,  hoors." 
I  saw  children  wearing  the  Free  State  colours.  After  both  Com- 
mandants had  spoken,  I,  in  a  few  words  in  Dutch,  protested  in  tlie 
nanu'  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  against  the  action  of  the  Comman- 
dant, which  was  received  with  profound  silence.  The  Volkslied  was 
then  sung,  and  the  Free  State  flag  was  affixed  on  the  top  of  the 
Jubilee  Fountain.  The  Commandants  then  came  to  the  Public 
Offices,  accompanied  by  a  few  armed  burghers,  demanded  the  keys 
of  the  office  and  the  safes.  A  commission  of  three,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  van  Eensburg,  Hugo,  and  another  burgher,  was  appointed 
to  take  over  the  office,  the  Commandant  intimating  that  Mr.  van 
Eenslmrg  would  be  a])pointed  Justice  of  the  Peace.  An  inventory 
of  the  contents  of  the  safes,  all  important  books,  such  as  Law  Reports 
and  Cash  Books,  and  the  stock  of  Licences  and  impressed  forms  in 
the  safe  of  the  C.C.  Clerk,  was  made  and  countersigned  by  me.  I 
was  not  allowed  to  take  a  single  paper,  even  of  a  private  nature,  out 
of  the  office.  One  of  the  members  of  the  Commission  stated  that  a 
Landdrost  would  be  sent  to  Burghersdorp.  I  must  add  that  T  was 
treated  most  courteously  throughout.  Commandant  Grobliclaar 
asked  me  whether  I  would  carry  on  the  duties  of  the  officfs  but  I 
of  course,  declined.  When  I  had  finished  handing  over  tlio  office 
the  meml^ers  of  the  Commission  thanked  me  for  the  assistance  I 
had  given  them  in  making  an  inventory  of  the  principal  books,  etc., 
in  the  office,  and  Mr.  van  Eensburg  expressed  the  hope  that  after  the 
exi)iration  of  the  14  days  I  would  join  them.  I  intimated  that  I  did 
not  intend  to.  The  management  of  the  whole  town  was  taken  over. 
The  officials  were  yiven  to  understand  that  they  could  leave  at  once 
if  they  wished.  Matters  having  taken  such  a  serious  turn,  I  con- 
sidered that  the  time  had  arrived  that  Mrs.  Gie  and  the  children 
should  leave  at  once.  I  kept  them  there,  as  already  explfiined  to 
you  in  a  semi-official  communication,  not  to  give  rise  to  any  un- 
necessary scare  by  her  leaving  the  place.  I  now  regret  th;il  I  did 
not  send  the  family  away  sooner,  as  I  would  have  liked  to  have 
stayed  at  Burghersdorp  to  watch  the  course  of  events,  bul  I  am 
afraid  I  woukrnot  have  been  allowed  to  remain  long.  I  decided  to 
take  the  family  at  once  to  Steynsburg,  the  nearest  railway  station, 
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and  sent  them  ou  in  ra])r  'Inwu  liy  imiI,  T  succeeded  in  lliis  and 
remained  at  >S(eynslmr--  awaitino-  unw  insi  ructions,  which  were  to 
the  ("fleet  thai  1  was  to  come  to  Cape  'I'own. 

I  have  asct-rlained  from  a   reliahle  source  lliat   Ihi"  u'aoh'r  and 
mali'on  fiave  l)een  expeUed  from  (heir  (juartei's  at  Die  ChTol.       I  ;ir 
ranged  Dial  \f  that  liai)|)ened  they  eouhl  occupy  the  KesiiUmev,  hut 
they  were  also  ej(>cted  from  there, "and  the  Uesidencv  is  now  occupied 
hy  the  Laiiddrost. 

I  left  all  m\-  furniture,  liousi-hold  yoods,  clolhinu,  groceries,  and 
fuel  I)ehind.  All  the  [)risoners  were  released  sui)se(pu'nt  to  niv 
departure.  There  were  only  three  or  four,  one  female,  who  had 
anoth(U-  month  to  s(>rve,  and  two  or  three  males  with  verv  short 
sentences.  Unfortunately  there  were  two  chronic  sick  '  native 
])aupers  in  the  Gaol  Hos})ital.  I  l)rought  this  fact  to  the  notice  of 
the  mend)ers  of  the  Commission  who  took  over  my  oltice. 

I  left  Mr.  Wither,  my  chief  clerk,  at  Bur.ohersdorp,  on  the  under 
standing  that  he  was  to  remain  there  for  10  days,  unl(>ss  otherwise 
instructed,  and  hinted  to  him  I  most  likely  would  return.      He  was 
not  allowed  to  stay  lonoer  than  two  or  three  days. 

I  regret  to  say  that  in  the  hurry  to  take  Mrs.  Cie  awa\-  I  di-l 
not  procure  a  copy  of  the  Troclamation.  I  sent  a  verl)al  m(>ssage  ^o 
Mr.  Wither,  hy  the  driver  of  my  cart,  to  procure  one  witliout  fail,  and 
also  co])ies  of  any  others  since  issued,  but,  through  some  misunder- 
standing, the  message  could  not  have  reached  him.  The  Proclama- 
tion consisted  of  a  printed  form  filled  in  l)y  Mr.  Hugo,  and  sign;Ml  hy 
Commandant  Swanepoel.  I  asked  the  Commandant  for  a  C()])y. 
He  replied  it  would  l)e  posted.  I  intimated  that  I  wished  to  r(>]n>i't 
to  Government  at  once  what  had  taken  place,  Init  li.e  would  no! 
allow  me,  and  added  that  Avhen  I  left  I  was  to  take  no  documents 
with  me.  Mr.  van  Eensbui-g  made  particular  enquiries  whether 
there  was  no  burgher  lists  in  existence  giving  the  ages  of  the  male 
inhabitants  of  the  District. 

No  Governmeid  money  was  taken.  The  little  Ihei'e  was  was  hid 
by  Mr.  Wither,  and  he  will  be  able  to  lind  the  vouchers  in  support  of 
small  payments  made  out  of  cash  in  hand.  I  borrow'ed  £1,  all  my 
money  having  l)een  deposited  in  the  Standard  Bank  which  was  re- 
moved to  Queenstown,  and  })assed  a  good-for  in  favour  of  Govern- 
ment, wdiich  was  also  hid.  Only  10s.  6d.  found  in  ni\-  safe,  and 
which  Ix'longs  to  me,  \vas  taken  possession  of,  imt  1  was  given  to 
understand  I  would  get  it  l)ack.  All  copies  of  Prochuualions  issued 
by  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  and  notices  signed  li\'  nie,  that 
were  posted  on  the  Idack-board,  were  torn  off. 

Before  my  departure  I  heard  that  the  conditions  of  tiie  Pro- 
clamation issued  by  the  Commandant  would  be  inodille  I,  ;ind  I  now 
learn  that  on  the  Saturday  after  my  departure  Commandant  Swane- 
poel addressed  the  people  again,  caliing  upon  them  to  (H)me  forward 
and  assist  the  Re])ublics,  and  not  to  wait  till  they  were  forced,  add 
ing  that  the  English  part  of  the  community  need  not  be  afi'aid  lliat 
thev  would  be  forced  to  fight,  if  they  remained  in  their  place.>  and 
took  an  oath  of  neutrality."  I  expect  to  receive  further  particulars 
as  to  events  that  took  place  after  my  dc^partnre,  and  shall,  if  I  con- 
sider them  of  inrportance,  send  a  farther  report. 

As  I  have  already  stated  I  could  not  procure  a  copy  of  the  Bur 
ghersdorp  Proclamation,  but  if  it  is  based  on  President  Steyn's  Pro 
clamation  of  14th  October,  copy  of  which  I  forwartled  to  you,  as  ap- 
])arently  is  the  case  Avith  the  Cblesberg  Proclamation,  copy  of  which 
I  handed  to  the  Honourable  the  Attorney-General,  I  can  only  say 
that  in  my  opinion  the  Proclamation  issued  by  the  Commandant  is 
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quite  inconsistent  therewith,  and  the  question  may  ultimately  arise, 
in  the  absence  of  any  Proclamation  by  His  Honour  con[irniin,i>'  the 
action  of  his  commandants,  Avhether  such  jjroceedings  were  author- 
ised. I  had  my  doubts  on  the  point,  but  as  precisely  similar  i)ro- 
ceedings  are  taking  place  almost  simultaneously  in  all  the  districts 
occupied  by  the  enemy,  I  submit  there  is  a  strong  presumption  that 
such  is  the  case. 

Having,  I  think,  given  a  full  account  of  all  the  circumstances 
preceding  and  subsequent  to  the  occupation  of  the  town  by  the 
enemy,  I  beg  to  offer  the  following  remarks  on  the  subject  of  iny 
letter,  No.  149,  of  12th  inst.,  made  reference  to  in  your  letter  under 
reply.  I  am  still  of  the  opinion  expressed  therein,  or  otherwise  1 
must  hold  that        *  *        referred  to  are  consummate  hypo- 

crites. In  support  of  my  contention  I  wish  to  state  that  shortly 
after  the  Free  Staters  entered  the  Colony        *  *      farmers  con- 

sulted me  with  the  object  of  sending  a  person  of  influence  to  the 
Commandant  to  induce  him  to  withdraw  the  burghers  from  Colonial 
territory.  I  intimated  that  I  had  strict  instructions  not  to  allow 
any  British  subject  to  have  any  intercourse  with  the  enemy,  but 
added  that  if  any  one  did  go  merely  for  such  a  purpose,  he  wo  aid 
not  compromise  himself.  They  took  the  hint,  but  the  mission  faileci 
in  its  object.  One  of  them  was  a  farmer  whose  wires  had  been  cut 
by  the  Military,  *  ,  and  who,  it  was  alleged,  was  so  irritated  by 
the  action  of  the  Military  that  he  purchased  a  gun  and  a  couple  of 
hundred  cartridges.  As  promised  in  my  letter  of  12th  inst.,  I  made 
further  enquiries,  and  I  ascertained  that  only  one  man  named  *  , 
I  do  not  know  him  personally,  had  volunteered  his  services  to  the 
Commandant  while  the  burghers  were        *  *      ,  but  he  was 

not  accepted,  but  told  he  must  wait  until  he  is  behind  the  Free 
State  flag,  which  meant  that  when  the  burghers  had  taken  a  district 
and  the  flag  was  hoisted,  all  those  residing  in  the  district  in  rear  of 
the  flag  could  join  the  Free  State  forces.  I  must  add,  however,  that 
my  informant  in  one  whose  behaviour  since  my  departure  grieves 
me  exceedingly. 

I  see  that  one  *  has  been  very  energetic  in  assisting  the 
Free  State  *  .  If  he  is  *  a  farmer  of  the  *  ,  I  will 
not  be  surprised  if  the  statement  in  the  papers  proves  to  be  correct, 
as  I  had  strong  suspicion  against  him,  and  watched  his  movements 
closely.  He  is  one  of  the  men  *  *  shortly  before  the  town 
was  taken.      From  reliable  private  information  I  learn  that        * 

*  *        are  assisting  the  Commandants  in  commandeering 

the  people  in  the  district,  and  that  they  have  actually  taken  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Free  State.  Their  action  is  inex})lical)le 
to  me,  unless  they  have  been  carried  away  by  their  strong  sympathy 
for  the  Republics,  and  have  been  led  to  believe  that  the  action  of  the 
Commandant  is  legal,  and  that  they  are  subject  to  the  Free  State 
Law  now.  Although  on  the  other  hand  they  could  have  waited 
until  the  expiration  of  the  14  days  allowed  by  the  Proclamation,  for, 
in  my  opinion,  the  taking  possession  of  parts  of  the  Colony  is  merely 
to  afford  the  waverers  a  pretext  for  joining  the  Republican  forces, 
and  that  actual  commandeering  those  wdio  are  firm  enough  to  resist 
any  threats  to  that  end  will  not  be  resorted  to. 

I  have  no  proof  that  any  person  in  particular  has  been  com- 
mandeered, but  I  am  informed  that  numbers  are  joining.  If  so  they 
must  be  doing  so  for  the  reasons  stated  in  the  case       * 

It  is  alleged  that  there  is  a  deep-seated  conspiracy  throughout 
the  Colony  amongst  the  Dutch  to  rebel.  In  my  humble  opinion, 
and  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  express  it,  the  action  of  the  Republics 
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ill  lakinq'  ]iai'ts  of  llu'  Colony  |)i(i|n'i'  l;()i's  Io  pi-ovc  \\\v  contrary.  Tlie 
succi'ss  of  llu'  llo[)iil)licaii  ai'ius,  up  to  llic  ))rosont,  in  Nalal,  at  JJakr- 
kiny-,  and  Kinil)erley,  has  iiol  hi-cn  such  as  Io  warrant  llic  licpuh 
licaii  autliorilies  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  time  has  •■.rrived 
to  take  the  whole  Colony  or,  as  it  was  stated,  plant  the  "  Vierkleiir" 
on  Table  Mountain,  but  rather  that  it  is  a  move  to  tjive  the  Colonists 
a  pretext  for  assistino-  them  by  deeds  and  not  mere  sympathy. 

If  the  Free  Staters  could  have  been  driven  back  out  of  the  dis- 
trict at  once,  very  few,  com{)aralively  s])eaking',  would  have  joined, 
and  those  who  have  will  be  found  to  be  men  of  no  substance  or 
standing. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  J.  C.  GIE, 
Civil  Commissioner  and  Resident  Magistrate,  Albert. 


Telegram,  21/11/99. 

From  To 

Resident  Magistrate,  Secretary,  Law  Department, 

Steynsburg.  Cape  Tt)wn. 

*       *        arrived  from  Venterstad  re])orts  occupation  of  Venter 
stad  by  Boers  yesterdays  morning  G  a.m.       Magistrate  ousted  and 
special  J. P.  appointed.       Believes  that  whole  neighbourhood  will 
join  Boer  forces — reports        *  *        joined  Boers  at         *         to 

recruit  for  Boer  commandoes-  people  Venterstad  given  seven  days 
to  clear  out  or  join. 


Telegram,  23/11/99.      Urgent. 

From  To 

Smellekamp,  Secretary,  Law  De})artnient, 

Steynsburg.  Cape  Town. 

Arrived  here  this  afternoon,  could  not  get  awav  before  awaiting 
instructions.  Small  party  of  Free  State  Boers,  32  in  lunnber,  came 
into  Venterstad  6  a.m.  Monday  morning.  They  demanded  keys  from 
me.  I  informed  them  would  not  hand  them  keys  unless  the  Venter- 
stad burghers  there  present  decided  I  should.  Boers  leaders  ad- 
dressed meeting,  pretended  they  came  as  friends.  I  addressed  meet- 
ing pointing  out  that  any  proclamations  read  by  Boers  were  illegal, 
and  that  they  should  not  allow  the  burghers  of  a  small  Republic 
to  dictate  to  them.  Meeting  decided  they  were  to  be  handed  to  Free 
Staters  which  I  then  did,  taking  away  draft  book  and  telegram  books 
which  I  refused  to  haiid  up  and  now  hold.  Shall  report  fuliy  by 
post. 
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The  Secretaiy  lo  tlic  Law  Department. 

Steynsl)iii-,i^-,  24th  November,  1899. 

OrrT^'A'IJON  OF  VENTERS'lAD  BY  FliEE  STATE  IROOPS.- 
REi'ORT  OF  A.R.M..  VENTERSTAD. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  my  teli-giam  of  yesterday's  dale,  1  lia\'(- 
I  lie  honour  to  I'cporl  fartlier  on  the  above  subject  as  follows:  — 

After  haviii,i>  handed  over  the  keys  of  the  office,  I  balanced  my 
hooks  and  handed  a  easli  l)alance  of  oOs.  and  the  kev  of  the  safe  to 
(he  ofKicer  in  charge  of  the  Free  State  force,  viz.,  Field  Cornet  Com- 
hrinck,  of  the  Bethulie  district. 

AVhen  the  Free  Staters  took  occupation  I  addressed  the  [)eopi.^ 
present,  and  subsequently  spoke  to  the  meml)ers  of  the  Committeo 
of  Management,  ap})ointed  Ijy  vote  by  the  })ul)lic,  and  ])ointed  out  on 
each  occasion  that  the  })rociamations  of  the  Free  State  were  of  no 
force  or  effect,  and  brought  to  their  attention  the  frequent  notifica- 
tion from  the  Colonial  Government  to  that  efTect,  and  that  if  they 
allowed  themselves  to  be  influenced  l)y  the  Free  Staters,  they  woidd 
be  rebels,  and  thus  be  ruining  their  homes,  the  happiness  and  futur(> 
of  their  families,  and  their  own  lives. 

The  Free  Staters  were,  however,  welcomed  very  warndy,  cheers 

being  given  for  President  Steyn,  and  the  Volkslied  of  the  Republic 

sung.       The  Free  State  flag  was  hoisted  soon  after  the  Committee 

had  been  appointed.    ,     *  *  *  *  *       .       * 

******* 

A  man  named  *  ,  a  *  of  the  *  district,  has  jjeen 
appointed  Resident  Justice  of  the  Teace,  and  another  *  ,  a 
young  man  of  no  occupation  was  apiiointed  his  Secretary. 

The  ammunition  in  the  town,  two  guns  and  about  6,000  cart- 
ridges fell  into  the  enemy's  hands.  I  had  tried  some  time  previous- 
ly to  get  this  ammunition  removed  to  Steynsburg,  but  the  Magistrate 
there  would  not  receive  it.  I  then  had  it  buried  but  a  clerk  in  one  of 
the  shops,  who  assisted  in  burying  it,  informed  the  Boers  of  its 
whereabouts. 

All  inhal)itanls  who  were  not  prepared  to  submit  themselves 
to  the  Free  State  Laws  received  seven  days'  time  to  leave.  Com- 
mandeering of  men  and  movable  })roperty  was  at  once  commenced 
on  a  large-scale  by  the  Conimitte(>  without  any  apparent  resistance 
by  the  people.  Several  inhaljitants,  prineii)aliy  the  shop  and  hotel- 
keepers,  asked  my  advice  as  to  the  altitude  tliey  should  adopt.  I 
advised  them  to  stay  on  as  long  as  they  could  to  protect  their  pro- 
perty, as  I  considered  this  woidd  c<)nsideral)ly  reduce  any  subse- 
quent claims  for  compensation. 

The  Boers  attem])ted  to  persuade  most  of  the  public  officials  to 
enter  their  service,  but  without  avail,  excepting  in  the  one  case  of  an 

*        in        *       *       ,  who  is  now        *       ,  and  will  work        * 
when  in  working  order  again. 

The  inhabitants  are  mucli  misled  hy  false  reports  of  great  vic- 
tories by  the  Boers  over  the  English,  and  other  misrepresentations, 
such  as  that  the  English  are  forcing  the  Natives  to  fight  against  the 
Boers,  etc.,  etc. 

Unfortunately  the        *        *      also  much  encourage  the  people 
in  rebelling.      One  man  named        *       ,  having  come  from        * 
iust  for  the  ])urpose  of  instigating  the  Dutch  to  overthrow  the  Gov- 
ernment.     As  the  Police  were, warned  to  leave  the  place  in  five 
days  I  caused  Head  Constable  Redding  and  the  two  Native  Con- 
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stables  to  be  conveyed  to  Steynsbnvc.      T  bad  lu'cviously  sent  all  (h(> 
Ca])c  Police  away,  willi   Ilic  cxccptioii  of  (iiic   iii;iii   wlio  refused   to 


go. 


I  have,  etc., 

(Si- 1  led)  ,1.  A    SMKLLEKAIMI'. 


REPORT  ON  MATTERS  IN  DISTRICT  DITRINd   ITS  OCHTPV 

TION  V.Y  THE  ENEMY  IN  REI'IA'  TO  A  'i'EEECPAM  EIU)M 

THE  SECUEIARV  TO  THE  LAW   DEI'AR'I  iM  !■  NT, 

DAT  ED  aOni  JUN E,  1 900.      No.  0/1 1 5/l)/l  !)00. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Deparlmoil, 
Tape  Town. 

With  reference  to  (he  first  i^art  of  your  tel(\<2frani  I  ninst  point 
out  that  only  five  wards  of  the  district  are  Ix^iny'  considered.  Ward 
6,  Molteno,  was  declared  a  Fiscal  Division  shorily  after  (lie  disl"'ict 
was  occupied  and  was  never  taken  occupation  of  by  the  enemy. 

According  to  the  Re.yistered  Voters  EisI  for  1890  there  were 
1,189  persons  reiiistered  as  voters  for  Wards  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  5,  of 
these  119  have  eitlier  left  tlie  district  or  since  died,  hviviuL;-  E070.  'J'lie 
numl)er  who  joined  the  enemy  by  taking  up  anus  and  rendering 
them  mati^riai  assistance  were:  — 

Ward  No.  1.—  35  Voters,  :29  Noii  voters. 

„     2.— 100        „       14     „ 

„     3.— 129         „       28     „ 

,,  ,,      4.      11. J  ,,        oo      ,,  ,, 

5 114  51 
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Practically,  therefore,  one  half  of  the  registered  voters  joined  the 
enemy.      Approximately  two-thirds  of  the  non-registered  were  lads 
between  10  and  21  years  of  age.      It  is  estinnded  that  only  about  om' 
third  of  the  males  not  on  the  voters'  list  remained  loyal. 

The  question  still  remains  wlielliei'  this  can  be  taken  as  proof 
that  half  liie  registeri>d  voters  were  loyal,  for  there  is  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  heads  of  families,  who  did  not  take  an  active  part  never- 
theless instigated  and  counselled  their  sons  to  go  on  commando. 
Charges  of  inciting  to  reliellion  in  such  cases  ;\n-  very  dilficult  of 
proof. 

Very  few  Dutch  farmers  left  the  district.  The  nundx>r  of 
English  farmers  in  this  disti'ict  comj^iara lively  speaking  is  small.  A 
very  small  {proportion  left,  and  those  who  left  sult'ered  more  than 
those  who  I'emained.  All  of  them — I  refer  to  *  farmers  and 
inhabitants — I  have  interviewed,  and  I  may  here  add  that  my  rei)orl 
is  l)ast'd  mainly  on  iid'ormation  1  have  received  from  them,  spealc 
very  favourably  of  their  treatnu'Ul,  taking  into  account  th(>  circum- 
stances of  the  district,  Wy  tlie  Free  Slaters  and  the  gentlemiMi  who 
acttd  as  Landdrosts. 

Stock,  provisions,  and  priiicipall\-  foi'age  were  comnnindeered. 
and  in  some  cases  taken  from  fjirmei's,  both  i^nglish  and  Didch.  lo 
a  considerable  extent,  and  also  clothing  and  saddlery,  from  shop- 
keepers in  the  town,  but  in  many  instances  when  the  jiarfy 
had  the  moral  courage  to  resist  such  a  i'e(|uisilion  the  demand  was 
not  insisted  on,  or  consideral)ly  reduced.  In  no  case  can  it  be  said 
that  the  amount  demande<l  was  such  as  to  very  materially  affect  the 
financial  position  of  the  party  concerned. 
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What  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  district  have  to 
complain  of  was  with  a  few  exceptions  the  ovevhoaring  and  rude 
l)ehaviour  towards  them  by  the  local  rebels,  and  their  endeavours 
to  induce  the  Free  State  Authorities  to  deal  harshly  with  them, 
especially  the  English  part  of  the  community.  There  are  some  :n- 
stances  where  leading  men  of  Dutch  extraction  were  forced  to  leave 
the  district  by  reason  of  their  refusing  to  join  or  to  allow  their  sons 
to  take  up  arms. 

In  fact  a  great  distinction  was  drawn  as  to  the  treatment  of  a 
person  whether  he  was  English  or  Dutch.  Pressure  was  brought  to 
bear  on  the  latter,  and  if  they  resisted  they  were  threatened  that 
they  would  l)e  put  over  the  border,  and  in  a  few  instances  they  were 
actually  put  over.  A  few  of  the  leading  Dutch  who  refused  to  work 
in  harmony  with  the  enemy  had  a  very  miserable  existence  during 
the  occupation. 

With  regard  to  the  commandeering  of  persons  to  take  up  arms, 
the  leading  men        *  *  *  *       i^  tlie  district,  with  a 

few  exceptions  answered  the  first  call  with  alacrity,  and  so  did  a 
considera])le  number  of  the  "rank  and  file,"  but  what  proportion  of 
the  whole  number  of  the  latter  class  who  joined  acted  under  com- 
pulsion it  is  difficult  to  say.  That  threats  that  they  would  be  fined, 
imprisoned  for  a  long  period  or  short  were  made,  there  exists  no 
doubt.  At  the  same  time  it  would  1)e  dangerous  to  take  the  word  of 
a  good  many  of  them  without  corroborative  evidence  that  such  was 
the  case,  and  in  how  far  they  were  acting  under  compulsion  or  legal 
duress. 

On  the  other  hand  the  type  of  men  the  rank  and  file  is  composed 
of  and  their  want  of  education  must  be  considered. 

I  fear  that  a  good  many  of  these  who  joined  voluntarily  will  set 
up  that  plea.      Those        *  *        who  refused  to  identify  them- 

selves with  the  enemy  were  taunted  by  those  who  had  joined,  and  a 
few  leading  men  were,  on  the  slightest  grounds,  looked  upon  as 
"  undesirable  "  persons  by  the  authorities,  and  threatened  to  be  sent 
over  the  border. 

Very  little  looting  took  place  on  farms  and  in  villages.  Only 
one  case  which  can  be  considered  such  in  the  strict  sense  of  the 
term,  has  been  brought  to  my  notice.  The  people  who  suffered 
most,  and  some  to  a  very  great  extent,  were  Eailway  employees  Avho 
occupied  cottages  along  the  railway,  and  who  had  no  opportunity  of 
removing  their  goods  before  the  commando  took  occupation  of  the 
town. 

The  leading  men  in  the  district        *  *        with  the  excep- 

tion of        *  ''•■        and        *        took  a  most  prominent  and  con- 

spicuous part  in  the  direction  of  affairs  and  carrying  out  aggressive 
measures  resorted  to  by  the  officials  of  the  enemy.  In  fact  every- 
thing was  done  by  the  Colonial  rebels  under  the  directions  of  such 
officials.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  latter  in  every  way  endeavoured 
to  throw  the  whole  responsibility  on  the  former,  in  order  to  cover 
and  protect  the  President  and  Executive  of  the  Orange  Free  State 
and  themselves  against  any  charges  of  having  acted  contrar}^  to  the 
customs  and  rights  of  modern  warfare  as  carried  on  be- 
tween civilised  nalions,  and  also  by  employing  leading  local  men, 
making  the  result  of  commandeering  in  the  district  more  successful. 

(Signed)  J.  C.  GIE, 

Resident  Magistrate. 

Resident  Magistrate's  OfRce, 

Burghersdorp,  6th  July,  1900. 
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ALIWAL  NORTH 
(Including  (1)  Assistant  Resident  Magistrate's  Station  at  Lady  Grey  ; 
(2)  Court  of  Special  Justice  of  the  Peace  at  Jamestown). 
Telegram,  18/11/99. 

From  To 

Eesident  Magistrate,  Secretary,  Law  Deparlmeiit, 

Aliwal  North  (Qucenstown).  t'aix'  'i'own. 

Confidential.  Nov.  18th.  Yours  IGth.  Morning  KJtli  in.s*. 
Free  State  Commando  was  seen  from  town  approaching  l^ndge. 
Three  Boers  messengers  came  to  oifice  and  told  me  CommandMni 
Olivier  wished  to  see  all  otficials  on  In'idge.  Van  Renen  and  s.-lf 
met  him  there.  He  inquired  whether  there  would  be  any  resistance ; 
tolf'  him  not  in  a  position  to  offer  lesistance;  after  conversation 
respecting  life  and  })roperty  he  inquired  whetlicr  briilge  was  safe 
and  if  someone  could  stand  on  it  while  men  crossed.  Van  Renen 
and  self  wishing  to  identify  Aliwal  Boers  who  had  crossed  over  to 
take  up  arms  after  war  had  been  declared  offered  to  remain.  Com- 
mando collected  on  Market  Square,  where  proclamation  declaring 
district  Free  State  territory  was  read  from  top  of  market  shed.  They 
then  took  over  Court  House  and  Post  Office,  hoisted  Repuljlican 
flags  half  mast,  could  not  get  them  higher,  read  Martial  Law,  by  this 
time  town  was  scene  of  utmost  excitement,  removed  cash  from  safe 
during  temporary  absence  of  Commandant,  after  considerable 
trouble  were  allowed  to  make  transcripts  of  cash  books  and  r amove 
current  month's  vouchers  and  draft  book,  commandeering  was  pro- 
ceeded with  immediately,  *  being  utilised  for  the  purpose; 
hundreds  appealed  to  me  for  advice  and  assistance  and  Wednesday 
several  influential  farmers  were  in  town,  majority  appeared  unwill- 
ing to  join.  Discussed  position  with  me,  I  pointed  out  that  proclam- 
ations were  null  and  void,  to  remain  loyal  and  quiet,  and  at  my  sug- 
gestion meeting  of  farmers  was  arranged.  Informed  that  * 
and  few  others  who  support  rebels  gave  position  away,  meeting  was 
not  held  and  received  first  one  afterwards  extended  to  two  hours" 
notice  to  leave  town  otherwise  be  arrested  and  sent  to  BloinufontfMn. 
Could  not  remove  familv  at  so  short  a  notice,  will  meet  them  Dord 
recht  to-morrow.  Van  Renen,  Assistant  Magistrate,  received  fort,>  - 
eight  hours'  notice,  is  here,  leaves  for  Cape  Town  via  East  London 
Monday  evening  unless  instructed  otherwise.  Olivier  Magistrate's 
Clerk  daily  expected.  All  residents  of  Aliwal  have  now  received 
forty-eight  hours'  notice,  failing  which  will  be  commandeered  or 
imprisoned. 


Civil  Commissioner  and  Resident  Magistrate's  Ollice, 

Aliwal  North,  9th  June,  1900.      D.  2.  542/1900. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department, 
Cape  Town. 

REPORT  ON  OCCUPATION  OF  ALIWAL  NORTH  DISTRK'T-  - 

FORWARDING. 

Sir^_With  reference  to  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  No. 
3/188  dated  the  l4th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith 
a  report  on  the  circumstances  of  the  occupation  of  the  area  under  my 
control  by  the  forces  of  Her  Majesty's  enemies. 

[A.  6—1900.]  ^ 
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Reports  from  the  Assistant  Magistrate  of  Lady  Grey  and  thf. 
Special  Justice  of  tlie  Peace,  James  Town,  are  also  forwarded. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  J.  D.  HUGO, 

Resident  Magistrate. 


REPORT  ON  THE  OCCUPATION  OF  ALIWAL  NORTH  DISTRICT 

BY  HOSTILE  FORCES. 

The  following  facts  came  under  my  personal  observation :  — 

1.  Immediately  after  war  was  declared  instructions  were  re- 
ceived from  the  Colonial  Government  to  stop  all  communication  and 
traffic  between  this  district  and  the  Free  State.  Accordingly  a 
guard  of  Cape  Police  was  stationed  at  the  Frere  Bridge,  to  prevent 
traffic. 

2.  It  is  well  known  that  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
district  consist  of  Dutch  speaking  people  who  sympathised  strongly 
with  the  people  of  the  Republics  to  whom  many  are  related  by  ties 
of  blood  and  marriage.  I  noticed  months  before  war  was  declared 
that  considerable  unrest  existed  among  the  people  in  the  district. 
Many  applications  were  made  to  me  for  permits  to  purchase  arms 
and  ammunition,  the  reason  assigned  being  that  they  were  required 
for  target  practice.  A  significant  fact  in  connection  with  these  ap- 
plications is  that  in  some  cases  men  of  mature  years  who  had  prac- 
tically retired  from  active  life,  and  who  were  not  in  the  habit  of 
indulging  in  target  practice  or  in  shooting  game,  applied  for  permits 
for  considerable  quantities  of  ammunition.  I  was  suspicious  about 
the  feeling  in  the  district,  and  in  many  cases  declined  to  issue  ])er- 
mits,  and  in  others  I  reduced  the  quantity  of  ammunition  applied  for 
considerably. 

3.  Shortly  before  war  was  declared  my  suspicious  were  very 
strongly  aroused  in  regard  to  several  persons  from  the  Transvaal 
who  were  visiting  the  district.  It  is  obviously  extremely  difficult  to 
obtain  definite  evidence  that  these  men  were  Transvaal  spies,  but 
rumour  clothed  them  with  that  character.  At  all  events  they  had 
no  ostensible  business  in  the  district,  and  retired  to  the  Transvaal  on 
the  eve  of  war. 

4.  My  attention  was  also  directed  after  the  closing  of  the  bridge 
to  the  fact  that  several  secret  meetings  were  held  in  the  town.  The 
persons  who  appeared  to  take  part  in  the  meetings  were : 

^  #  *  *  * 

*  *  *  * 

*  *  *  * 

*  * 

These  meetings  took  place  frequently  sometimes  at  *  and 
sometimes  at  the  private  house  of  *  .  Besides  the  persons 
above  named  *  also  attended  some  meetings,  but  he  apparently 
was  not  so  constant  an  attendant  as  the  others. 

5.  I  had  frequent  conversations  with  the  men  above  named  and 
others  about  the  political  outlook,  and  they  invariably  insisted  that 
war  was  inevitable.  From  their  conversations  with  me  they  sided 
very  strongly  with  the  Republics.  They  also  strongly  urged  me  that 
no  military  force  should  be  sent  into  this  district,  and  the  reason  as- 
sioned  for  "this  was  that  if  troops  were  sent  here  the  Free  State  would 
come  across  and  attack  them. 
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6.  A  few  days  after  the  declaration  of  war  I  was  instructed  to 
remove  the  arms  and  ammunition  stored  in  the  private  magazines 
to  a  safer  place.  Some  of  the  inhahitants  of  the  town  and  farmers 
of  the  district  on  hearing-  of  this,  assumed  an  air  of  indignation  and 
held  a  meeting-  which  was  large  attended  by  the  jn-incipal  men  of 
the  town  and  district,  and  passed  a  resolution  protesting  against  the 
action  of  the  Colonial  Government  in  causing  the  removal  of  the 
arms.  The  grounds  upon  which  the  protest  was  based  were  that 
the  arms  were  intended  to  arm  the  natives  in  the  native  areas  to 
enable  them  to  assist  Her  Majesty's  Government.  I  slronglv  sus- 
pect,_ho\yever,  that  the  real  object  which  the  holders  of  the  meeting 
had  in  view  was  to  retain  the  arms  and  ammunition  in  this  district 
so  that  they  could  be  of  avail  to  the  enemy's  forces  whom  they  un- 
doubtedly knew  intended  invading  the  Colony. 

7.  After  war  was  declared  the  Cape  Police  used  to  patrol  the 
southern  bank  of  the  Orange  Eiver.      These  patrols  em1)raced  also 

*  *      farm  which  adjoms        *      .      On  one  occasion      * 
asked  me  to  instruct  the  Police  not  to  patrol  his  farm.      It  is  note- 
worthy at  this  time  the  Free  State  laager  was  stationed  just        * 

S.  Tli6  Free  State  commando  entered  Aliwal  North  on  Monday 
morning,  the  13th  November,  1899.  On  the  morning  of  that  day  I 
visited  as  was  usual  the  morning  market.  When  I  got  there  I 
noticed  that  *  and  *  appeared  to  be  watching  the  road 
leading  across  the  hill  in  the  Free  State  very  intently.  They  appeared 
to  be  expecting  something.  A  little  while  later  a  wagon  was  seen 
coming  over  the  hill,  whereupon  one  of  them  exclaimed  "  There  is 
the  first  wagon."  After  breakfast  on  the  same  morning  1  noticed 
several  farmers  of  the  district  riding  into  the  town  in  carts  and  on 
horseback.  At  this  very  time  the  Boer  commando  could  ]je  seen 
approaching  the  bridge.  Among  the  farmers  who  entered  the  town 
were       *       on  horseback  with  his  family  in  a  cart,        *  * 

and  his  family  in  a  wagonette,  while  *  was  on  horseback.  It 
was  perfectly  obvious,  judging  from  the  several  country  people  in 
town  on  that  day  it  must  have  been  known  to  them  that  the  Free 
State  commando" would  enter  the  town.  The  Boer  women  and  girls 
wore  yellow  ribbons,  and  generally  the  town  had  a  holiday  appear- 
ance. The  Dutch  appeared  to  be"  anxiously  awaiting  the  arrival  of 
the  commando,  and  welcomed  them  most  enthusiastically. 

9.  On  the  same  day  Commandant  Olivier  proclaimed  the  "  Krygs- 
wet,"  and  thereafter  "sent  on  most  of  the  commando  to  Burghers- 
dorp,  leaving  only  50  or  so  men  in  the  town  of  Aliwal. 

10.  The  day  after  Olivier  entered  Aliwal  I  arranged  for  the  hold- 
ing of  a  meeting  of  the  leading  farmers  with  a  two-fold  object,  firstly, 
of  discouraging  the  enemy  by  o1:)taining  an  expression  of  opinion 
adverse  to  their  cause,  and  secondly,  of  giving  the  farmers  an  op- 
portunity of  formally  recording  their  choice  in  favour  of  the  Im- 
perial Government,  and  of  passing  a  unanimous  resolution  to  resist, 
by  force  if  necessary,  any  attempts  to  commandeer  British  subjects. 
The  meeting  was  fixed  for  10  o'clock  on  Wednesday,  the  15th  Novem- 
ber.     At  this  time  many  prominent  and  leading  farmers,  including 

*  ,  *  ,  *  ,  *  ,  were  in  town,  and  they  were  in- 
formed of  the  meeting.  I  regret  to  say  my  good  intention  was  frus- 
trated by  the  meeting  being  betrayed  tcf  Olivier,  and  I  received 
written  notice  to  leave  the  district  within  three-quarters  of  an  hour. 
I  was  obliged  to  leave  my  wife  and  children  behind. 

11.  In  connection  with  the  guarding  of  the  bridge  I  should  men- 
tion that  it  was  reported  to  me  by  *  of  the  Town  Police  that 
several  of  the  leading  men  of  the"  town  and  district,  including        * 

*  *      ,        *      *      *        jiad  crossed  the  bridge  in  spite  of  the 
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objections  of  the  guard,  and  were  apparently  holding  friendly  con- 
verso  with  the  Boer  sentries  on  the  other  side  of  the  bridge.  None 
of  these  people  had  authority  from  me  as  Magistrate  to  cross  the 
bridge  except  *  who  on  one  occasion  only — on  Sunday  * 
November,  1899 — received  special  authority  from  me  to  go  on  to  the 
bridge  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  information  which  I  considered 
necessary  to  allay  the  anxiety  which  was  then  in  the  public  mind. 

(Signed)  J.  D.  HUGO, 

Resident  Magistrate. 

Resident  Magistrate's  Office, 

Aliwal  North,  31st  May,  1900. 


^a"- 


Frank  Ban  field  Geyde,  sworn,  states :  I  am  the  Assistant  Resident 
Magistrate  at  Lady  Grey,  in  the  Division  of  Aliwal  North.  On  Sun- 
day morning,  the"  19th  of  November,  1899,  about  6  o'clock,  I  was 
awakened  by  hearing  my  wife  calling  out  "  The  Boers  are  here."  I 
partly  dressed  myself  and  went  to  the  front  door  where  my  wife  was 
standing  with  a  number  of  armed  men  on  the  verandah  and  in  liie 
garden.  I  asked  them  what  they  wanted  and  what  they  meant  by 
coming  to  my  house  armed.  They  said  they  had  been  instructed 
by  *  to  demand  my  gun  and  ammunition.  I  told  them  I  had 
no  gun  and  no  ammunition,  and  if  I  had  I  would  not  give  them  up 
as  they  were  all  British  subjects,  and  had  no  right  to  make  such  a 
demand.  I  told  them  I  knew  them  all.  I  then  informed  them 
that  I  had  received  a  circular  from  the  Prime  Minister  instructing 
me  to  make  it  known  that  all  persons  who  remained  loyal  would  be 
compensated  for  any  loss  they  might  sustain  through  the  invasion  of 
the  Colony  by  the  enemy,  and  that  all  commandeering  was  null  and 
void.  They  replied  they  were  Free  Staters  and  had  nothing  to  do 
with  Schreiner  and  Chamberlain.  Finding  they  would  not  listen  to 
any  advice  I  walked  out  of  the  garden  gate,  and  as  I  did  so,  two  of 
the  armed  rebels,  namely        *        and  *  ,  said  in  Dutch 

"  Shoot  him,"  some  of  the  others  said,  "  No,  make  him  a  prisoner." 
I  then  proceeded  up  the  street  followed  by  about  thirty  armed  and 
mounted  men,  and  on  the  way  called  at  *  residence  whom 
I  asked  to  accompany  me  to  the  residence  of  the        *  *       .  On 

arriving  there  I  knocked  at  *  window  and  asked  him  if  he 
would  kindly  read  the  circular  from  the  Prime  Minister,  he  came 
out,  and  I  handed  him  the  circular;  he  then  shook  hands  most  cor- 
dially with  most  of  the  armed  rebels,  after  which  he  said  he  did  not 
think  it  worth  while  reading  the  circular,  as  he  felt  certain  they 
would  not  listen  to  him ;  I  again  pressed  him  to  read  it,  he  did  so  in 
a  half  hearted  manner,  and  while  reading  it  a  rebel  by  the  name  of 
*  said  "  We  do  not  want  to  hear  anything  about  the  circular, 
we  are  Free  Staters,  and  have  nothing  to  do  with  Schreiner  and 
Chamberlain."  I  then  left,  followed  by  the  rebels,  who  escorted  me 
as  far  as  my  office  and  then  demanded  the  keys  of  the  office.  I  told 
them  they  had  no  right  to  demand  the  keys  as  they  were  British 
subjects;  they  threatened  to  take  the  keys  by  force.  I  asked  them 
who  their  Commandant  was,  and  they  said  *  and  *  were 
the  Commandants ;  I  told  them  to  send  for  them  before  I  would  give 
up  my  keys;  after  some  considerable  delay  *  accompanied 
by  *  ,  *  ,  and  others  rode  up  fully  armed.  I  asked  * 
what  this  all  meant,  and  he  replied  he  had  been  instructed  by  Presi- 
dent Steyn  to  demand  my  keys ;  I  thereupon  entered  the  office  and 
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delivered  the  keys  to  *  who  gave  me  the  pass  attached,  marked 
A.  Wliilst  waitiiifj  in  front  of  tlu>  oirice  for  *  ,  *  rode 
towards  the  office  fully  armed.  1  spoke  to  him  and  told  him  he  was 
acting  very  foolishly,  and  he  made  no  reply.  Tliiiddng  that  1  mi<;lit 
be  able  to  persuade  *  and  *  to  return  to  their  farms,  [ 
invited  them  to  my  house;  they  walked  down  with  me  carrying 
their  guns,  the  rest  of  the  rebels  followed  and  remained  outside  nrv 
house  wdiile  we  went  inside.  I  aslced  them  if  they  realised  what  a 
serious  matter  it  was  to  take  up  arms  against  Her  Majesty  the 
Queen;  I  told  them  they  would  be  hanged  or  shot  in  the  end.  I 
told  them  if  they  would  promise  to  return  to  their  farms  and  tell 
their  men  to  do  the  same,  I  would  do  my  best  by  representing  to  the 
Government  that  they  had  been  misled,  they,  however,  took 
no  notice  of  my  warning  and  left.  I  annex  a  list  [list  omitlcMJ] 
marked  "  B  "  of  the  armed  rebels  who  came  to  my  house  and  de 
manded  my  gun,  and  of  armed  rebels  who  were  in  Lady  Grey  on 
Sunday  morning,  the  19th  Novem])er,  1899. 

There  were  no  Free  Staters  amongst  the  rebels  who  disarmed 
British  subjects  and  occupied  Lady  Grey  on  the  19th  November  last. 
A  week  before  any  Free  State  commando  invaded  this  part  of  the 
Colony  a  number  of  local  Dutch  farmers  were  armed  and  [)alrollerl 
the  Herschel  Border  under  the  ])retext  of  guarding  or  stopj)ing  the 
Herschel  natives  from  raiding  their  stock.  When  the  Free  Staters 
crossed  into  Aliwal  North  they  left  the  mountain,  went  to  Kai'ii.elk'- 
spruit,  held  a  meeting  there,  and  then  proceeded  to  Aliwal  North  to 
be  armed.  Before  leaving  they  stole  a  num])er  of  horses  from  local 
British  subjects,  which  they  took  with  them.  While  these  armed 
men  were  on  the  Herschel  border  I  requested        *  *        (whose 

affidavit  I  can  obtain  if  necessary)  to  tell  them  from  me  that  they  had 
no  right  to  be  there,  and  that  they  were  to  return  to  their  farms  at 
once;  they  refused  to  do  so,  and  abused  him.  Two  days  before  the 
occupation  of  Lady  Grey  I  called  upon        *  *  *        -who 

said  he  had  just  returned  from  Aliwal  North,  that  he  had  seen  the 
Landdrost  of  Aliwal  North,  and  that  *  meaning  * 

had  been  appointed  a  Special  Justice  of  the  Peace  *  ,  I  asked 
him  if  he  knew  when  *  would  take  over  the  office ;  he  said  he 
did  not  not  know  but  would  write  to  the  Landdrost  and  ask  him  to 
send  some  one  *  .  The  telegraph  line  connecting  Lady  Gre\- 
with  Herschel  was  cut  by  local  rei)els  a  week  before  any  Free  Stale 
commando  crossed  the  Orange  River.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  secret  meetings  were  held  at  midnight  on  four  se])arate  occasions 
by  prominent  *  in  the  village  of  Lady  Grey  before  the  occupa- 
tion of  Lady  Grey  by  local  rebels," and  that  the  Free  Slaters  were  in- 
vited into  the  Aliwal  North  District  by  members  of  the  Afrikander 
Bond. 

(Signed)  F.  B.  GEDYE. 


Sworn  before  me  at  Lady  Grey  this  8th  day  of  May,  1900. 

"  (Signed)  E.G.  ATTWELL, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 


26 

Verlof  wordt  hierby  verleend  aan  den  heer  ex-Assistant  Magis- 
traat  Giddy  (?)  om  binnen  48  uur  van  of  den  19th  November,  1899, 
het  district  Aliwal  Noord  Orange  Vrystaat  te  verlaten  en  vrydoor 
onze  wachten  en  voorposten  te  gaan,  niaar  geen  recht  wordt  verleend 
om  weder  terug  te  keeren  in  de  richting  van  Queenstown. 

(Signed)      *  * 

*  * 

Landdrost  Kantoor,  Aliwal  Noord,  O.V.S., 
19th  November,  1899. 

Een  dag  laten  oorhandag  en  een  dag  langer. 

(Signed)      * 


Resident  Magistrate's  Oflfice,  Aliwal  North,  (Queenstown). 

3rd  December,  1899. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department, 
Cape  Town. 

OCCUPATION  OF  JAMES  TOWN  (DISTRICT  ALIWAL  NORTH) 
BY  FREE  STATE  BURGHERS.— REPORT  OF  THE 
SPECIAL  J.P. 

(Forwarded  by  J.  D.  Hugo,  Resident  Magistrate.) 

Queenstown, 

30th  November,  1899. 
J.  D.  Hugo,  Esq., 

Resident  Magistrate. 

Occirpation  of  James  Toivn. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  Gov- 
ernment that  Commandant  J.  H.  Olivier,  commanding  the  O.F.  State 
burghers,  entered  James  Town  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  inst.  with 
105  armed  burghers,  accompanied  by  several  of  our  local  Dutch 
(unarmed).  Commandant  Olivier  asked  me  if  I  was  w^illing  to  hand 
over  the  keys  of  all  Government  Oflfices.  I  replied  that  I  was  not 
willing,  and  that  I  protested  against  his  occupying  James  Town. 

Olivier  then  demanded  keys  of  Court  House,  which  I  had  to  give 
him.  He  (Olivier)  caused  the  O.F.  State  flag  to  be  hoisted  overHie 
Court  House,  and  declared  James  Town  annexed  to  the  Free  State. 
Olivier  then  appointed        *  *  (      *  *      )  a  British 

subject,        *  *      ,  who  at  once        *  *       issued  passes  to 

loyal  British  subjects  who  were  ordered  (1)  to  leave  James  Town, 
(2)  or  take  up  arms  against  the  Queen,  (3)  or  be  imprisoned.  I  had 
to  leave  James  Town  before  noon  the  day  of  occupation,  as  also  my 
gaoler  and  the  post-master.  I  was  able  to  give  both  these  officers 
a  seat  in  my  cart.  I  presume  my  case  is  the  same  as  all  loyal  offi- 
cials who  have  been  ignominiously  turned  out  of  their  offices.  The 
conduct  of  the  Dutch  about  James  Town  appears  to  be  the  same  as 
those  of  other  towns  occupied  by  the  Free  State  commandoes,  every- 
thing done  to  assist  our  enemies.  I  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
when  these  rebels  will  bitterly  repent  their  rebellious  acts.  T  am 
pleased  to  report  that  I  succeeded  in  getting  all  the  ammunition  and 
guns  sent  to  me  from  Herschel  away  the  day  before  the  commando 
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entered  James  Town.  From  information  <Tatherccl  I  am  of  ojjinion 
that  the  ammunition  and  <;uns  wore  the  cause  of  tlie  occujjation 
of  James  Town.  The  (lisapi)oinlment  in  lindinff  that  the  j^'iiiis 
and  ammunition  had  been  sent  away  w^as  patent  from  the  fact  that 
thirty  armed  burghers  were  despatched  to  bring  same  back,  Ijut  for- 
tunately my  instructions  to  the  carrier,  with  the  olYer  of  an  extra 
sovereign,  were  faithfully  carried  out,  and  the  ammunition  and  guns 
reached  Dordrecht  in  safety.  I  enclose  the  i)roclamation  of  Com- 
mandant Olivier,  which  I  demanded  from  him. 

I  faithfully  and  earnest^  appealed  to  the  Dutch  to  remain  loyal. 
I  read  General  Buller's  telegram  to  them  and  entreated  llienf  (o 
resist  any  invasion,  or  at  all  events  to  refuse  to  join  the  enemy,  ])ut 
my  words  were  wasted.  I  regret  to  say  that  the  Dutch  about  James 
Town,  with  very  few  exceptions,  were  only  too  willing  to  join  the 
enemy,  and  have  done  so.  I  enclose  letter  written  by  *  who 
sent  ammunition  and  guns  to  me.  This  person  has  since  (I  under- 
stand) taken  an  active  part  in  assisting  the  enemy.  I  have  had  to 
leave  all  my  stores  and  business  places  at  the  mercy  of  the  rebels. 

I  presume  the  Government  expect  me  to  enter  upon  my  ofticial 
duties  immediately  it  is  practicable  for  me  to  do  so,  in  the  meantime 
I  am  prepared  to  render  Government  any  assistance  in  my  power, 
and  hope  that  Government  will  approve  of  my  actions.  I  feel  con- 
fident that  had  I  not  left  James  Town  when  I  did  I  should  have  been 
imprisoned. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  A.  J.  KIDWELL,  S.J.P. 


*  * 

November  12th,  1899. 

A.  J.  Kidwell,  Esq.,  S.J.P., 
James  Town. 

Dear  Sir, — As  agreed  with  Mr.  Hugo,  I  send  wagon  with  am- 
munition from  Herschel  by  boy.  Kindly  give  receipt  for  same  and 
oblige. 

Faithfully  yours, 

(Signed)        *      * 


PROCLAMATIE 

VAN  DEN  HOOFDKOMMANDANT  JAN  HENDRIK  OLIVIER 
HOOFDBEVELHEBBER  VAN  DE  ROUXVILLE  LEGER- 
AFDEELING  VAN  DE  BURGERMACHT  VAN  DEN 
ORANJE  VRYSTAAT  AAN  DE  GRENZEN  VAN  ALIWAL 
NOORD,  KOLONIE  KAAP  DE  GOEDE  HOOP. 

Ik  Jan  Hendrik  Olivier  Hoofdkommandant  van  de  Rouxville 
Legerafdeeling  van  de  Burgermacht  van  den  Oranje  Vrijstaat,  gelet 
hebbende  op  de  Proclamatie  van  ZHEd  den  Staatspresident  van  den 
Oranje  Vrijstaat,  gedateerd  Bloemfontein,  14  October  1899,  w^aarbii 
de  Hoofdbevelhebbers  der  verschillende  Legerafdeelingen  van  de 
Burgermacht  van  den  Oranje  Vrijstaat  worden  gemachtigd  stappen 
te  nemen  betreffende  de  maatregelen  welke  tegen  de  gemeenten, 
dorpen  of  de  personen  zullen  genomen  worden,  die  in  strijd  met  do 
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oebruiken  van  den  oorlog  handelen,  gedurendc  den  oorlog  welke  aan 
het  volk  der  Zuid  Afrikaansche  Rei)ul)liek  en  van  den  Oranje  Vrij- 
staat  door  het  Gouvernement  van  Hare  Majesteit  de  Koningin  van 
Groot  Brittanje  en  lerland  werd  opgedrongen:  In  aanmerking 
neniende  dat  succes  der  Vereenigde  Republikeinsche  wapenen  heeft 
geleid  tot  de  inbezitname  van  een  gedeelte  van  de  Kolonie  Kaap  de 
Goede  Hoop  Aliwal  Noord  Afdeeling  en  daar  het  noodzakelijk 
gebleken  is  maatregelen  te  nemen  tegen  de  gemeenten,  dorpen  in 
personen  die  in  de  genoemde,  door  de  burgers  en  troepen  der  Zuid 
Afrikaansche  Republielv  en  van  den  Oranje  Vrijstaat  bezette  gedeel- 
ten  lands  handelen  in  strijd  met  de  gebruiken  van  den  oorlog 
alsmede  maatregelen  te  nemen  betrekkelijk  de  rekwisities  die 
geoordeeld  Avorden  noodzakelijk  te  zijn  voor  de  behoeften  en  het 
onderhoud  van  de  burgers  en  troepen  van  de  Zuid  Afrikaansche  Re- 
publiek  en  van  den  Oranje  Vrijstaat,  thans  in  de  genoemde  landen 
aanwezig  zijnde, 

Heb  vastgesteld,  en  stel  vast  gelijk  ik  bij  dezen  doe  krachtens 
de  macht  mij  verleend  bij  vroeger  omschreven  proclamatie,  en 
breng  ,ter  kennisse  van  het  algemeen  de  volgende  beschikkingen  en 
bepalingen : — ■ 

1.  In  de  landstreken  met  derzelver  inwoners  zich  uitstrekkende 
over  het  grondgebied  door  de  officieren,  burgers  en  troepen  van  den 
Oranje  Vrijstaat  thans  geoccupeerd  of  welke  later  mochten  worden 
geoccupeerd,  wordt  de  Krijgswet'van  den  Oranje  Vrijstaat,  No.  10, 
1899,  mits  deze  van  toepassing  verklaard  op  elke  daad  welke  strek- 
ken  kan  om  de  veiligheid  dier  burgers  en  manschappen  in  gevaar  te 
brengen,  hen  te  benadeelen,  of  den  vijand  hulp  te  verleenen. 

2.  De  Krijgswet  voornoemd  wordt  geacht  van  kracht  te  zijn  voor 
de  geheele  uitgestrektheid  van  een  wijk,  district  of  andere  adminis- 
tratie  en  afdeeling  zoodra  dezelve  in  een  der  gemeenten  die  daarvan 
deel  iiitmaken  door  aanplakking  of  afkondiging  is  bekend  gesteld. 

3.  Alle  personen  die  geen  deel  uitmaken  van  het  Britsche  leger 
en  die, 

A.  Den  vijand  dienen  als  spioenen; 

B.  Burgers  en  manschappen  van  de  Zuid  Afrikaansche  Re- 

publiek  of  van  den  Oranje  Vrijstaat  doen  verdwalen  als 
zij  hen  tot  gids  dienen; 

C.  Zullen  dooden,  vermoorden  of  uitplunderen  personen  be- 

hoorende  tot  de  manschappen  van  een  der  beide  Repu- 
blieken  of  deel  uitmakende  van  hun  gevolg  en  trein ; 

D.  Bruggen  vernielen  of  aan  de  telegraaflijn,  heliografiische 

inrichtingen,  of  spoorwegen,  of  aan  eenige  derzelver 
deelen  of  onderdeelen  schacle  toebrengen  waardoor  de 
genoemde  Republieken  zouden  kunnen  worden  gehinderd 
of  aan  haar  volk  en  eigendom  schade  zou  kunnen  w^orden 
toegebracht  of  zelfs  zij  die  anderzins  zullen  trachten 
schade  aan  eigendommen  of  inrichtingen  toegebracht  te 
herstellen  of  te  verbeteren,  ammunitie,  oorlogsvoorraad 
of  de  kwartieren  en  legerplaatsen  van  de  manschappen 
der  genoemde  Republieken  zullen  verbranden  of  daaraan 
schade  toebrengen ; 

E.  De  wapens  opnemen  tegen  de  manschappen  van  een  der 

voornoemde  Republieken,  zullen  naar  discretie  van  den 
krijgsraad  worden  gestraft  men  den  dood  of  gevangenis- 
straf  geen  15  jaren  te  bovengaande. 

4.  De  persoon  met  de  vervolging  of  prosecutie  belast  zal  moeten 
toezien  dat  een  krijgsraad  wordt  ingesteld  tot  onderzoek  van  elke 
zaak  en  uitspraak  van  het  vonnis. 
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5.  Geen  vonnis  waarbij  do  doodstraf  wordt  uiicesproken  zal 
worden  voltrokken  alvorens  door  den  Slaalsprusidcnt  van  den 
Oranje  Vrijstaat  bekrachtigd  te  zijn. 

6.  Alle  Hoofdkomniandanten,  kon"nnandanten  of  bevelvocrende 
officieren  van  afzonderlijkf  of  zelfslandii^  liandelende  troepcn,  com- 
mando's of  afdeelingen,  liebben  recht  de  rekwisitie  te  bevelen  van 
het  noodige  strekkende  tot  het  onderhoud  der  burgers  en  manschap- 
pen ;  de  rekwisities  van  andere  benootligdheden  welke  in  belang  van 
het  leger  onmisbaar  worden  geoordeeld,  kunnen  slechts  bevolen 
worden  door  den  Hoofdkommandant  of  den  Officier  do  ])etrek-king 
van  Hoofdkommandant  waarnemende. 

In  elk  geval  zal  van  de  inwoners  niets  worden  geeischt  dan 
hetgeen  noodig  is  tot  onderhoud  der  manschappen,  en  zal  voor  alle 
verstrekkingen  zoo  niet  kontant  betaald,  othcieele  kwitanties  worden 
afgegeven. 

7.  En  ik  maak  hiermede  verder  bekend  dat  leven  en  eigendom 
gewaarborgd  worden  aan  alien  die  zich  onder  de  l^escherming  plaat- 
sen  van  de  Regeering  van  den  Oranje  Vrijstaat  of  van  de  Zuid  Afri- 
kaansche  Eepubliek  en  hunne  wettig  aangestelde  ambtenaren  en 
officieren  wier  wetten  en  orders  zij  zullen  opvolgen  en  gehoorzamen. 

8.  Niemand  die  niet  vijandig  tegen  de  Regeering  van  den  Oranje 
Vrijstaat  of  van  de  Zuid  Afrikaansche  Republiek  of  hunne  amtite- 
naren,  officieren,  wetten  of  orders  optreedt,  zal  eenig  nadeel  onder- 
vinden. 

9.  Hij  die  weigeren  zich  te  onderwerpen  bekomen  hiermede 
verlof  om  binnen  den  tijd  van  14  dagen  het  door  den  Krijgsmacht 
ingenomen  terrein  te  verlaten. 

10.  Alle  personen  die  van  hunne  plaatsen  of  woningen  ver- 
dreven  zijn  of  gevlucht  zijn  en  die  zich  nu  aan  de  bepalingen  in  deze 
proclamatie  vervat  onderwerpen,  mogen  naar  hunne  woonplaatsen 
terugkeeren. 

Geven  en  bevolen  door  mij  te  Aliwal  Noord  dezen  dertiende  dag 
van  November,  1899. 

(Signed)  J.  H.  OLIVIER, 

Hoofdkommandant. 

Van  de  Rouxville  Legerafdeeling  van  de  Oranje  Vrijstaatsche 
Burgermacht. 


Office  of  the  Special  J.P.,  James  Town, 

24th  May,  1900. 

REPORT  ON  OCCUPATION  OF  DISTRICT  BY  HOSTILE  FORCES. 

The  Resident  Magistrate, 

Aliwal  North. 

Sir,— In  reply  to  your  letter  No.  533  of  the  19th  inst.  on  the  above 
subject,  I  have  the  honour  to  report  as  follows :  — 

On  Saturday  the  18th  November,  1899,  Commandant  Olivier, 
with  about  90  to  100  Free  Staters  entered  James  Town  and  proclaimed 

the  town  Free  State  territorv.  ^  ^, 

*  *  *       led  this  force  into  James  Town,  and  was  the 

person  who  introduced  me  to  Commandant  Olivier.      Commandant 
Olivier  asked  me  if  I  was  willing  to  hand  over  all  keys  l)elonging 
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to  Government  Buildings.  T  told  liini  I  was  not  willing,  and  form- 
ally protosted  against  his  entering  the  town  with  hostile  intentions. 
Commandant  Olivier  then  demanded  the  keys  from  me.  I  handed 
him  the  keys  of  the  Court  House.  He  (Olivier)  ordered  me  to  open 
the  Court  liouse,  which  I  refused  to  do.  Olivier  himself  opened  the 
Court  House,  and  having  placed  the  Free  State  flag  over  the  door  of 
the  Court  House,  he  locked  the  door,  and,  along  with  a  number  of 
local  farmers,  repaired  to  *  ,  where  I  understand  he  appointed 
officials  from  the  ranks  of  our  Colonial  burghers.      I  know  that    * 

*  *  *        was  appointed         *  *  *      ,  as 

*  himself  told  me  so  later  on.  I  understand  *  was  ap- 
pointed *  .  Commandant  Olivier  took  possession  of  our  gaol 
with  stores,  and  made  my  gaoler  take  off  his  uniform  and  dress  him- 
self in  civilian's  clothes.  Olivier  told  me  it  was  no  use  my  remain- 
ing in  James  Town  any  longer  and  gave  me  a  pass  to  proceed,  with 
my  family,  to  the  Cape  Colony.  Olivier,  with  his  force,  left  James 
Town  about  5  hours  after  he  had  entered,  leaving  the  town  in  the 
possession  of  the  local  farmers,  of  whom  a  large  number  were  pre- 
sent during  the  annexation  of  the  town.  I  left  James  Town  the 
same  day,  viz.,  the  18th  November,  1899.  I  understand  a  large 
number  of  armed  colonials  entered  the  town  on  the  following  day, 
Sunday,  the  19th  November,  1899. 

I  may  state  that  not  a  single  farmer  present  on  the  18th  Novem- 
ber but  appeared  fully  prepared  to  accept  the  annexation.  Not  a 
voice  was  raised  against  such  a  procedure,  but  all  looked  on  with 
jubilant  expressions  and  satisfaction  at  the  indignity  of  my  being 
deposed. 

After  Olivier  left  I  was  advised  by  two  of  our  local  friends  to 
leave  James  Town  without  delay,  as  the  consequences  would  be 
serious  to  me  if  I  did  not  leave.  One  of  these  friends  was  afterwards 
appointed        *  * 

For  some  time  previous  to  Commandant  Olivier  entering  the 
Colony,  one  of  our  townsmen        *  *        boasted  of  being  in 

direct  communication  with  the  enemy,  and  on  several  occasions 
contradicted  my  statements  publicly  about  any  British  victory,  and 
upon  receipt  of  any  British  reverse,  or  occupation  by  the  enemy  of 
any  town  in  Natal,  was  very  jubilant  and  spoke  of  how  we  were 
beating  the  English.  This  man's  conduct  and  public  expressions 
were  highly  reprehensible,  and  tended  to  incite  many  to  rebellion. 
That  as  far  Imck  as  the  16th  of  October  there  must  have  been  some 
understanding  between  the  Colonial  Dutch  and  the  enemy,  for  an 
unusual  quantity  of  Martini-Henry  cartridges  were  brought  here 
about  that  time,  and  which  were  afterwards  used  by  the  rebels  of 
this  district  against  Her  Majesty's  forces. 

On  several  occasions  I  was  "told  by  our  local  farmers  that  if  the 
Government  did  not  place  troops  at  Aliwal  North  or  anywhere  on 
the  Free  State  border,  the  Free  Staters  would  not  invade  the  Colony. 
When  the  commando  came  through  at  Aliwal  North  the  same  per- 
sons blamed  Government  for  not  sending  troops  to  guard  the  border. 

I  attach  a  slip  cut  out  of  the  papers  referring  to' the  ammunition 
sent  to  me  from  Herschel.  With  a  few  alterations  this  slip  gives  a 
very  fair  account  of  how  I  got  this  ammunition  away. 

I  ihave,  etc., 
(Signed)  A.  J.  KIDWELL, 

Special  J.F. 
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A  DILEMMA. 

James  Town  was  to  have  been  the  last  place  occupied  by  the 
Boers  in  this  district,  V)ut  events  happened  which  brought  them  into 
it  sooner  than  they  intended.      You  mav  remember  that  l)efore  the 
Boer  mvasion  of  the  Colony,  a  large  quantitv  of  ammuiiition  was 
ordered  to  be  sent  out  of  this  district  into  the  Herschel  Reserve  to 
Captain  Hook,  in  order  to  be  out  of  harm's  way.      Vigorous  protests 
were  raised  by  the  Boers  against  this.      It  was  another  instance,  they 
said,  of  Britain's  injustice,  for  how  were  they  to  defend  them.selves 
against  the  Basutos  if  all  the  ammunition  Avere  removed?       For 
some  reason  or  other  these  protests  were  disregarded,  and  the  am- 
munition was  sent  to  James  Town  to  be  stored  bv  Mr.  Kidwell.  The 
Boers  in  the  neighbourhood  knew  that  the  ammunition  had  arrived, 
and  you  may  be  sure  they  found  opportunities  to  let  their  frioiuls 
across  the  river  know  it.       Then  Mr.  Kidwell  received  orders  to 
send  the  ammunition  off  to  Dordrecht.      This  put  him  in  a  difficulty. 
The  Boers  threatened  mischief  if  he  obeyed  his  orders;    and  if 
he  disobeyed  his  orders,  then  the  enemy  woiild  capture  the  ammuni- 
tion, and  a  nice  little  haul  it  would  have  been  for  them — fifty  thou- 
sand rounds,  besides  a  quantity  of  rifles.      A  happy  thought  struck 
him.  He  would  cast  all  the  burden  of  responsibility  upon  the  local 
Boers,  every  one  of  whom  he  knew  to  be  a  rebel.      Accordingly  he 
called  together  all  the  Boers  in  the  immediate  neighlwurhood  and 
frankly  told  them  the  position  of  affairs.      He  spoke  to  them  to  this 
effect:  "  Now  you  are  all  my  friends,  loyal  British  subjects,  and  you 
must  help  me  out  of  this  fix.      Shall  I  send  the  ammunition  away  or 
not?  If  I  send  it  away,  I  shall  get  into  trouble  when  Commandant 
Olivier  comes,  and  I  shall  expect  you  to  stick  up  for  me  by  telling 
him  that  you  advised  me  to  send  it  away.      Now  what  shall  I  do? " 
Two  or  three  essayed  to  leave  the  office,  but  Mr.  Kidwell  would  allow 
none  to  go.      For  half  an  hour  the  Boers  debated  the  question.  They 
were  on  the  horns  of  a  dilemma.      If  they  advised  Mr.  Kidwell  to 
send  away  the  ammunition  it  would  be  a  great  loss,  and  Olivier 
would  blame  them.      If,  on  the  other  hand,  they  advised  Mr.  Kidwell 
to  keep  it  in  James  Town,  they  would  be  showing  their  disloyalty, 
and  they  feared  the  consequences.      If  they  had  decided  on  the  latter 
course  Mr.  Kidwell  would  at  once  have  wired  their  names  to  head- 
quarters proclaiming  them  rebels.  They  were  cornered.  What  were 
they  to  do?      At  last  they  decided,  like  the  treacherous  underhand 
scoundrels  that  tliey  were,  to  advise  Mr.  Kidwell  to  send  the  arms 
away,  and  to  secretly  despatch  a  messenger  to  Olivier  telling  him  the 
facts  and  bidding  liim  hasten  and  capture  the  wagon.      This  they 
did,  but  Mr.  Kidwell  was  too  smart  for  them.      He  had  already  ar- 
ranged for  a  man  to  take  the  ammunition  to  Dordrecht  as  fast  as  his 
oxen  could  take  it,  and  within  an  hour  of  the  breaking  up  of  the 
meeting  the  wagon  was  loaded  and  well  on  its  way  thither.    Twelve 
hours  and  more  elapsed  before  Olivier  could    arrive  at  Jamestown 
from  Burghersdorp,  and  by  that  time  the  wagon  was  a  long  way  on 
the  road.      He  sent  a  patrol  posthaste  after  it,  but  it  had  got  beyond 
his  reach.       Mr.  Kidwell  has  been  complimented  by  the  military 
authorities  for  his  tact  and  energy,  and  he  certainly  deserves  the 
highest  praise  for  the  way  he  outwitted  the  rebels. — Aliwal  North 
correspondent  of  the  Cafe  Times. 
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Civil  CoinniissioiKT  and  Resident  Magistrate's  Oflfice, 

Aliwal  North,  9th  July,  1900.    D  2,598/1900. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department, 
Cape  Town. 

REPORT  ON  STATE  OF  DISTRICT  DURING  OCCUPATION  OF 

QUEEN'S  ENEMIES. 

Sir^_With  reference  to  your  telegram  of  the  30th  ultimo,  I  have 
the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  a  report  of  the  general  state  of  the 
district  of  Aliwal  North  during  the  time  it  was  in  virtual  occupatio]i 
of  the  Queen's  enemies. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  J.  D.  HUGO, 

Resident  Magistrate. 


REPORT  ON  THE  GENERAL  STATE  OF  THE  DISTRICT  OF  ALI- 
WAL NORTH  DURING  THE  TIME  IT  WAS  IN  VIRTUAL 
OCCUPATION  OF  THE  QUEEN'S  ENEMIES. 

1.  What  proportion  of  the  people  of  the  district  joined  the  enemy. 

From  returns  carefully  compiled  dealing  with  every  male  adult 
in  this  district,  whether  qualified  as  a  voter  or  not,  it  appears,  prac- 
tically speaking,  that  every  male  who  was  not  incapacitated  by  sick- 
ness or  age  from  bearing  arms,  was  commandeered.  The  bulk  of 
the  commandeering  being  done  by  Colonial  rebels.  Of  those  com- 
mandeered almost  all  of  them  who  were  of  Dutch  descent  joined  the 
enemy  by  actually  taking  up  arms  and  going  on  commando  or  by 
rendering  service  in  some  other  capacity. 

2.  What  proportion  of  the  people  either  refused  to  join  or  left  the 

district. 

As  far  as  I  can  find  out  very  few  of  the  Dutch  refused  to  join, 
and  only  about  ten  (10)  persons  left  rather  than  join.  At  least  80  per 
cent,  of  the  British  adults  left  the  district,  the  remainder  remaining 
behind  for  various  reasons,  but  none  of  those  who  remained  had 
anything  whatever  to  do  with  the  invaders  except  in  the  way  of  or- 
dinary business. 
o.  The  extent  to  which  commandeering  by  the  enemy  went  on. 

Something  was  commandeered  from'  almost  every  person  (Encr- 
lish  and  Dutch),  Goods  were  freely  commandeered  from  the  several 
storekeepers.  *,*,        *,         *,        *,        *. 

Forage,  horses,  money,  etc.,  were  taken  from       *  '     residents.     The 
commandeering  fell  the  heaviest  on  the  storekeepers. 

4.  What  restraints,  if  any,  were  imposed  upon  those  who  refused  to 

identify  themselves  with  the  invaders. 
It  appears  no  restraints  were  placed  upon  the  Dutch  who  refused 
to  join.  The  English  were  not  allowed  to  travel  about  the  district 
without  passes ;  not  allowed  outside  their  residences  after  10  p  m  • 
refused  freedom  of  speech;  sale  of  liquor  prohibited  except  under 
permit. 

5.  Whether  any  looting  took  place. 

Practically  none.  A  quantity  of  goods  were  taken  from  the 
stores  ot       *  *        _    ^  *        and        *        a  coolie's  shoi) 

was  ransacked,  the  premises  containing  goods  belonging  to        * 
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*  of  *  were  broken  into  and  sume  goods  removed;  a 
room  in  the  Magistrate's  office  was  broken  into  and  several  articles, 
the  property  of  the  Resident  Magistrate,  taken. 

6.  "Whether  the  Colonial  rebels  took  any  specially  prominent  part  in 

the  direction  of  affairs. 
The  Field  Cornets  and  Assistants,  with  one  exception,  took  office 
under  the  Free  State  Government,  and  did  llie  l)ulk  of  coininaiKii'er- 
ing.  The  commandoes  were  under  the  command  of  local  Com- 
mandants and  Field  Cornets.  The  Commandeer  Committee,  Police 
or  Town  Guard,  and  minor  officers  were  Colonial  rebels,  and  at 
James  Town  and  Lady  Grey  Colonial  rebels  acted  *  .  And 
the  behaviour  of  some  of  the  officers  and  reljels  towards  loyalists 
were  officious,  cruel,  and  overbearing. 

7.  The  adoption  of  aggressive  measures  against  loyalists. 

Houses  were  searched,  and  British  residents  wnrned  to  keep 
quiet;  some  were  ordered  before  the  Landdrost  and  fined.  A  few 
English  residents  of  Aliwal  North  were  imprisoned  for  about  oG 
hours  without  any  charge  against  them,  when  the  enemy  was  being 
driven  back. 

8.  Generally  the  condition  of  the  district  during  hostile  occupation. 

The  district  was  peaceful;  beyond  the  cases  mentioned  under 
paragraph  5  there  were  no  lootings  nor  damage  to  property,  and 
although  there  were  many  individual  cases  of  insult  and  aggression, 
there  was  nothing  of  this  kind  on  any  scale.  The  use  of  English  was 
immediately  suppressed  in  the  schools,  but  after  a  time  the  English 
teachers  who  remained  were  allowed  to  teach  the  English  children 
in  a  separate  room. 

(Signed)  J.  D.  HUGO, 

Resident  Magistrate. 

Civil  Commissioner  and  Resident  Magistrate's  Office, 
Aliwal  North,  7th  July,  1900. 


BARKLY  EAST. 


Somerset  West  Strand, 

15th  December,  1899. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department, 

Cape  Town. 

REPORT  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  STATE  OF  AFFAIRS  SHORTLY 
BEFORE  AND  AT  THE  OCCUPATION  OF  BARKLY  EAST 
BY  FREE  STATE  COMMANDO. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith  my  report  concern- 
ing the  state  of  affairs  at  Barkly  East  some  short  time  previous  to, 
and  at,  the  occupation  of  said  village  by  a  Free  State  commando. 

I  have,  etc., 
(Signed)  D.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

C.C.  and  R.M.,  Barkly  East. 


UIUl 
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Somerset  West  Strand, 

14th  December,  1899. 

EEPORT. 

Barkly  East  Village  is  situated  about  12  hours  from  Dordrecht, 
the  same  distance  from  Aliwal  North,  the  district  extending  to 
the  Mount  Fletcher  border,  whilst  the  New  England  Mountains 
si'parate  it  from  Herschel,  and  the  Drakensberg  from  Basutoland. 
The  inhal)itants  of  the  district  are  mostly  Dutch,  some  of  them  being 
large  landed  proprietors,  and  their  farms  well  stocked.  Some  of  the 
Enijlish  farmers  possess  very  large  flocks  of  sheep.  The  district  is 
a  pros|H'rous  one,  and  has  splendid  grazing,  the  grass  being  specially 
good  on  the  farms  sold  under  Act  1891.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
war,  many  intluential  farmers  spoke  to  me,  saying  it  was  a  matter 
between  England  and  the  Transvaal,  and  that  this  Colony  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  it.  For  some  time  everything  was  on  a  satisfactory 
footing.  They  atlmitted  having  their  "sympathies,  but  often  said 
that  is  no  reason  why  we  should  be  disloyal.  As  soon  as  the  Free 
State  commenced  invading  the  Colonial  towns,  there  was  a  decided 
change  in  their  general  demeanour,  and  as  the  danger  came  nearer 
Barklv  East  it  was  not  difhcult  to  see  that  the  majority  of  Dutch 
were  going  to  assist  the  Free  State  in  the  event  of  a  commando  com- 
ing. Secret  meetings  were  being  held  in  various  parts  of  the  district, 
Init  what  transpired  the  police  could  not  ascertain.  After  Aliwal  North 
was  taken  possession  of,  the  Divisional  Council  of  Barkly  East  passed 
a  resolution  asking  for  protection,  as  some  of  the  Dutch  pretended 
they  were  afraid  of  trouble  with  the  Basutos,  but  no  sooner  was  this 
doiie  than  *  called  a  secret  meeting  of  the  Bond  and  wired  or 
wrote  to  Prime  Minister  saying  protection  was  not  necessary  (?as) 
it  would  unsettle  the  natives.  (This  *  told  me  himself.)  I 
cannot  say  if  he  really  did  so  or  not,  however,  I  was  quite  satisfied 
that         *         was  w^orking  some  mischief. 

A  short  time  after  this        *  *      ^        *  *        selected 

a  sight  (sic)  at  *  for  a  laager  for  Afrikanders  only.  I  sent  a  copy 
of  "Barkly  East  Reporter"  newspaper,  wherein  appeared  minutes 
of  meeting  in  connection  with  the  above  to  Prime  Minister.  At  that 
meeting  it  was  resolved  that  protection  of  the  district  was  unneces- 
sary, as  the  natives  w^ere  quiet,  and  it  would  only  make  them  rest- 
less. I  sent  for  *  ,  and  asked  him  on  whose  authority  he  was 
acting  in  connection  with  this  laager  business.  He  first  denied  the 
fact,  but  when  I  told  him  the  proceedings  had  been  published  in 
Dutch,  and  that  I  had  seen  it,  he  then  said  if  the  Basutos  trouble 
we  know  where  to  meet.  He  said  "Afrikanders  "  meant  all  farmers 
except  Uitlanders  from  Johannesburg.  I  warned  him  to  have  a 
care  what  he  and  the  others  were  about,  and  asked  him  to  explain 
why  that  meeting  passed  a  resolution  that  no  protection  was  neces- 
sary, j^et  you  select  a  sight  (sic)  for  laager  wdiich  strengthens  the  resol- 
ution of  the  Divisional  Council  ?  He  said  "  Yes,  I  see,  but  the  English 
farmers  selected  a  site  at  *  for  laager."  I  said  "  Then  why  have  you 
not  reported  it  to  me."  He  afterwards  did  so,  giving  the  names  of 

*  *  *  .  I  put  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  Sub-In- 
spector Reid  for  report,  who  replied  that  there  was  no  truth  in  it,  and 
that  English  farmers'  stock  w^ere  on  Basutoland  Border,  ready  to  trek 
in  should  occasion  arise.      On        *        statement  and  the  action  of 

*  *  ,  *  ,  and  the  *  ,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
these  *  knew  that  if  the  district  was  protected  no  commando 
would  invade  the  district,  so  they  did  all  in  their  power  to  prevent 
the  district  being  protected,  and  mentioned  about  the  Basutos  as  a 
blind. 
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All  the  proclamations  were  posted  up  at  the  Court  House,  and 
distributed  to  Field  Cornets,  their  assistants,  and  the  pul)lic  gener- 
ally, as  also  all  telegrams  the  contents  of  which  I  was  inslrueled  to 
circulate.      One        *  *        receiving  one  of  the  proclamations, 

tore  it  to  pieces,  cursed  and  swore  having  received  one.      Some  of 
the  farmers  asked  me  what  they  were  to  do  it  they  were  comman- 
deered, or  given  a  certain  time  to  leave.      They  said  they  had  no- 
where to  go  to,  and  their  stock  would  be  taken.      I  comniunicated 
this  to  Prime  Minister,  and  as  far  as  I  can  remember,  part  of  the 
reply  was  that  there  was  no  precedent  of  British  subjects  being 
ejected  and  commandeered,  but  I  regret  to  say  such  is  the  case,  you 
have  to  take  your  choice,  join  the  enemy  and  save  your  stock,  or 
clear  out,  and  in  fact  I  have  heard  the  Dutch  cannot  get  passes.  Eng- 
lish farmers  are  not  allowed  to  take  their  stock  away.  *      ,  a 
storekeeper  at        *      ,  a  British  subject,  was  commandeered     by 
*        ,01        *      ,  he  saying  he  was  no  longer        *       ;  after- 
wards       *       ,  a  member        *            *        called  him  and  comman- 
deered his  two  horses,  saddles,  and  bridles,  himself,  with  rifle,  30 
rounds  of  ammunition,  and  8  days'  rations,  and  had  to  report  him- 
self next  day      *      to  fight.    He  said  he  was  a  British  sul)ject.     The 
Commandant  said  he  must  leave,  which  he  did,  Ijut  his  horses  were 
taken.          *      ,  who  had  in  his  charge  6  or  8  post  cart  horses,  was 
told  the  horses  did  not  belong  to  him,  but  to  the  Free  State    cart. 
*       reported  him  to  the  Commandant,  who  sent  armed  burghers 
and  took  possession  of  the  horses        *       just  having  time  to  get  on 
another  horse  and  leave.      His  servant  was  stopped  with  his  other 
horse.      My  three  cows  with  calves,  were  not  permitted  to  be  driven 
to  the  wagon,  they  being  stopped  by  the  local  Dutch.      The  local 
Dutch  were  saying  every  Englishman  had  signed  his  name  in  blood 
in  the  petition  to  Her  MostGracious  Majesty  the  Queen.       1  was 
warned  that  I  was  to  get  half  an  hour's  notice  to  leave  district.      I 
said  I  cannot  get  out  of  district  under  three  hours,  that  is  by  going 
to  Dordrecht.  "  It  was  then  said  you  may  be  arrested,  but  some  will 
plead  for  you.      I  said  we  will  see  about  that — but  one  thing  is  quite 
certain,  that  if  anyone  attempts  to  arrest  me,  I  shall  shoot  him  and 
stand  the  consequences.      I  suspected  that        *            '*'        had  been 
saying  something,  as  I  reported  him  to        *            *      .      On  morn- 
ing of  the  22nd  November,  1899,  the  Scouts  reported  that  ailvance 
guard  was  at  Girtney,  which  is  about  4^  hours  from  Barkly  East. 
Later  on  news  was  brought  in  that  they  were  at  Donnybrook,  about 
three  hours  from  the  vitlage.      I  waited  till  they  were  at  Glen  Al- 
mond, about  9  miles  from  Barkly  East,  (when  0  I  left,  conveying 
£1,240  odd  Government  monies,  which  I  paid  in  at  Cala.      Mr.  Freis 
lich  handed  over  the  keys  to  Mr.  Munnik.       The  advance  guard, 
some  sixty  odd,  entered  the  village  that  evening,  and  the  commando 
took  possession  of  the  town  next  morning,  23rd  November,  1899, 
hoisting  the  Free  State  flag,  reading  out  the  proclamation,  and  smg- 
ino-  some  Free  State  anthem,  in  which  the  local  Dutch  jomed.    Com- 
mandant Olivier's  remarks  about  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  the 
Queen  can  only  be  criticised  with  the  utmost  contempt.  Mr.  Munndv 
would  grant  no  receipt  for  the  keys  or  documents. 

On  the  23rd  November,  1899,  some  of  the  enemy,  mcluding  Lady 
Grey  and  local  rebels,  commenced  searching  private  houses  for  arms 
and  ammunition,  and  disarming  the  English.  *  told  one 

*  to  clear  out  otherwise  his  blood  would  run,  and  took  a  revolver 
from  him  which  he  handed  to  his  wife,  saying  "  Now  wife,  you  wdl 
be  able  to  shoot  the  damn  rooineks."  * 

*  was  dragged  by  two  armer  burghers  before  the  Com- 
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mandant.  on  a  complaint  lodged  by  one        *      .^     ^p'wns^l^vmi 

*  shouU'd  out  "No!  No!  shoot  him.  ^f"  was  given 
24  hours  to  leave.  When  luHng  away  one  *  said  there  goes 
J4  Jioui.  10  leav^e.      ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^:^,^,^^  cC  horse,  and  a  man  rode  after 

*  '  rino  in  hand.  A  short  time  afterwards  the  sound  of  a 
couple  of  shots  were  heard  from  lliat  direction.  One  '  took 
fvZ  a  storekeeper  named  *  a  rifle  and  870  rounds  of  am- 
munition, savimf  lluMv  was  another  law  now.  Mr.  Munnik  ordered 
"no  *  /a  clerk  in  cluu-e  of  *  store,  to  pay  £75  or  give 
croods  to  the  value,  on  some  trumped-up  charge  of  theft  of  a  wagon 
by  *  who  had  111  red  the  wagon  for  a  load  at  2s.  6d.  per  100  lbs. 
The  goods  were  ta ken  out  of  the  store  by  order  of  Mr.  Munnik. 

*  *  on  one  occasion  remarked  to  me,  "  Who  is  our  b-ov- 
cnnucnt,  we  have  none.  I  do  not  intend  to  fight,  but  my  two  sons 
are  of  age,  and  if  they  wish  to  do  so  they  can."  For  some  time  I 
tried  to  get  the  ammunition  away,  but  could  get  no  transport,  and 
to  init  it  in  the  hands  of  some  of  the  Dutch  carriers  would  have  meant 
it  being  stopped  and  l)rought  back.  *  tried  to  assist  me  in 
getting  it  awav,  but  was  unable  to  get  the  oxen,  and  the  only  way 
to  have  "ot.  rid"  of  the  ammunition  was  in  the  manner  pointed  out  by 
me  in  my  telegram  dated  21st  November,  1899.  In  this  connection 
concerning  transport  I  may  state  that  after  some  of  the  storekeepers 
had  purchased  wool  the  farmers  would  not  take  transport.      I  know 

*  was  in  a  great  state  of  excitement  about  selling  his 
wool,  as  there  was  some  difficulty  in  getting  wool  bales.  On  one 
occasion  I  had  to  report  *  to  *  for  adopted  (sic)  a  de- 
cidedly threatening  attitude  towards  me.  *  purchased  25 
bags  of  meal  and  some  bags  of  flour,  and  was  baking  on  his  farm, 

assisting,  this  was  about  a  week  before  the  commando 


came.  *  *        prepared  supper  for  the  reception  of  the 

commando,  whilst  *  handed  to  the  Commandant  a  bunch  of 
roses.  *       broke  some  of  the  windows  of  the  Eesidency,  whilst 

others  pulled  some  of  the  wire  fence  down,  and  turned  some  200 
horses  in  the  green  wheat  that  was  growing  in  the  grounds  of  the 
Residencv.  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  the  commando  came  to  Barkly 
East  by  invitation.  *  *  and        *        proceeding  to 

Aliwal  North  to  let  the  commando  know  when  to  come,  and  whether 
there  would  Ije  any  resistance.  When  I  was  holding  a  Court  for 
nominations  of  members  for  Scab  Board,  I  said  I  would  fix  a  day,  by 
notice  in  the  local  paper,  etc.,  for  holding  a  poll.  *       asked  me 

to  fix  the  day  at  once.  I  replied  I  could  do  so,  but  must  see  if  any 
cases  had  been  set  dow^n  for  any  particular  day.  However,  I  fixed  a 
day.     A  few  days  after  this      *  *  *    dashed  passed  (sic) 

the  Court  House  in  a  cart  drawn  by  four  horses.  They  were  shout- 
ing and  laughing,  and  rumour  had  it  they  were  going  to  Aliwal  for 
salt.  They  returned  the  day  before  the  commando  came  without 
salt,  and  next  thing  was  that  the  wires  were  cut  between  Barkly  East 
and  Moshesh's  Ford.  *  *      ,  and        *  *  * 

*  .  During  the  morning  of  the  22nd  November,  1899,  a 
Basuto  Headman  came  to  the  office  and  said  "  Why  do  you  not  let 
me  help  you?  I  want  to  fight."  He  seemed  as  if  he  had  had  some 
liquor.  *  was  in  the  office.  I  said  "  You  must  go  home,  your 
talk  will  never  do."  I  said  to  *  "  Take  the  man  to  your  office 
and  get  him  away.  I  have  no  time  to  waste  in  listening  to  such 
talk."  Later  on  I  believe  he  left,  having  been  supplied,  I  heard, 
with  liquor.  There  were  a  number  of  Dutch  in  town  for  the  poll 
in  connection  with  Scab  Board.  The  Dutch  then  made  a  rush  round 
me  and  wanted  arms  and  ammunition.     I  told  one       *      ,  who  w^s 
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the  spokesman,  there  was  no  necessity,  as  the  Basutos  would  iiol  rise, 
and  the  man  was  only  a  headman  withoul  standing-.  'riu-N-  left  my 
room,  and  I  heard  some  of  them  say  "  We  must  look  out  for  a  place 
for  laager";  eventually  *  got  the  key  of  the  magazine  and 
served  out  rifles  and  ammunition;  the  commando  was  then  some- 
where in  the  vicinity  of  Donnybrook.  I  believe  this  headman  was 
sent  to  me  so  that  the  Dutch  could  have  some  excuse  for  taking  the 
arms  and  ammunition,  for  one        *  *  *       ,  said  "Now 

we  can  take  the  arms  antl  ammunition,  we  have  got  a  good  excuse.', 
and  the  Government  cannot  say  we  are  rebels."  Strange  to  say  the 
commando  comes  when  a  poll  is  being  held,  farmers  ])eing  in  town 
who  resided  6  hours  away,  and  no  votes  recortled  at  Mosliesh's  Ford, 
and  a  native  headman  coming  under  such  circumstances  when  a 
commando  was  only  a  few  hours  from  the  village.  To  my  mind  it 
was  a  deep-laid  rebellious  scheme.  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  the 
Dutch  would  never  have  risen  and  gone  over  the  border  to  join  the 
Free  State,  only  one  having  been  so  traced,  his  name  is  *  ,  his 
father  admitted  it  to  me.  I  blame  the  undermentioned  *  Ijeing 
the  cause  of  a  Free  State  commando  coming  into  the  district : —    * 

*.l^  -U-  4f.  .tf.  -tf.  .jt.  4t. 

"TV"  TV  "TV  TV"  TV  TV"  "IP 

*.it.  4t-  -y-  -V-  ■^  -If-  •tf- 

"TV"  TV"  TV"  TV"  "TV*  TV"  "n*  • 

) 

these  are  some  of  the  leading  rebels,  and  were  amongst  the  com- 
mando, some  of  them  wearing  the  enemy's  colours.  Some  of  the 
above  have  frequently  come  to  the  ofifice,  and  said  they  were  doing 
all  in  their  power  to  keep  the  people  quiet,  but  they  were  working  in 
an  underhand  manner  the  whole  time,  their  acts  and  conduct,  and 
that  of  many  others  clearly  prove  that  the  majority  of  the  Dutch 
are  disloyal,  and  would  do  away  with  every  person  who  bears  an 
English  name.  This  is  the  conclusion  I  have  come  to  after  the  con- 
duct and  treachery  and  acts  of  these  leading  *  ,  who  have  been 
plotting  and  scheming  in  getting  a  commando  to  Barkly  East  with 
the  object  of  assisting  the  enemy,  and  compelling  the  loyal  Dutch, 
of  which  there  are  a  few,  to  join  the  enemy,  and  from  conversations 
I  have  had  with  some  Dutchmen,  and  especially  *         ,  Avho  is 

*  ,  and  an        *  *  *      . 

When  at  *  at  8  p.m.  on  22nd  November,  1899,  there  were 
two  Cape  Policemen  named  *  and  *  standing  near  the 
hotel,  and  as  *  and  myself  approached  *  shouted  out 
"  Who  are  you,  are  you  bloody  Englishmen  or  Dutch."  He  was  under 
the  influence  of  liquor.  *        said  something  about  "  Roois  " ; 

speaking  to  *  I  think  he  said  *  had  been  saying  "  now  we 
will  shoot  the  rooineks."  These  two  Cape  Policemen  were  starting 
from  Moshesh's  Ford  with  some  others  to  join  Barkly  East  men  and 
retire  to  Palmietfontein.  I  believe  that  there  are  some  Dutch  Cape 
Policemen  who  are  disloyal;  their  names  were  reported  by  my  wire 
of  the  13th  November,  1899. 

In  conclusion  I  may  state  that  the  Free  State  commando  was 
orderly,  but  the  local  rebels  took  advantage  of  the  altered  circum- 
stances, and  some  of  them  allowed  their  feelings  to  carry  them  away. 
Some  of  the  Dutch  assisted  me  right  loyally,  and  I  feel  sure  those  will 
remain  loyal. 

(Signed)  D.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Resident  Magistrate  of  Barkly  East. 

15th  December,  1899. 

[A.  5—1900.]  F 
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Office  of  the  Resident  Magistrate, 

Barkly  East,  7th  July,  1900.      D.  800/3/1900. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department, 
Cape  Town. 

Confidential.] 

REPORT  ON  THE  OCCUPATION  OF  BARKLY  EAST  DISTRICT 
BY  FREE  STATE  INVADERS. 

Sir,— With  reference  to  your  telegram  No.  3,150  of  the  1st  inst., 
1  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith,  my  report  on  the  above- 
luenlionod  subject.  I  also  forward  reports  by  the  *  ,  *  , 
and  *  and  *  ,  all  of  whom  remained  in  Barkly  East  dur- 
ing the  occupation. 

I  invite  attention  to  *  report. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  C.  W.  CHABAUD, 

Acting  Resident  Magistrate. 


Copy.] 

REPORT  OF  R.M.,  BARKLY  EAST. 

Report  in  terms  of  a  telegram  No.  3,150  of  the  1st  July,  1900,  from 
the  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department  on  the  occupation  of 
the  Barkly  East  district  by  the  enemy  during  the  period 
from  the  23rd  November,  1899,  to  the  11th  March,  1900. 

1.  What  proportion  of  the  district  joined  the  enemy? 

Practically  all  the  Dutch  joined. 

2.  What  proportion  did  so  willingly,  and  what  proportion  did  so 

under  pressure? 
Dutch.  There  was  no  opposition  nor  resentment  shown  to  the 
invasion.  Apparently  all  were  willing  to  go  under  Free  State  rule, 
but  all  were  not  willing  to  do  service — particularly  fighting.  Moral 
pressure  was  used  in  many  instances,  but  force  in  only  two.  It  is 
said  that  when  the  invaders  came  in  it  was  not  thought  there  would 
be  general  compulsion,  but  that  taking  part  would  be  optional. 

3.  What  proportion  refused  to  join  ? 

Dutch.  Veiy  few  absolutely  refused  to  join.  Some  gave  their 
services  within  the  district  only,  thinking  that  by  following  that 
course  they  would  be  safe  in  every  respect  in  any  contingency. 

4.  What  proportion  left  the  district? 

About        *        of  the  Dutch. 

5.  What  restraints  were  imposed  upon  those  who  refused  to  identify 

themselves  with  the  invaders  ? 
Dutchmen  and  those  having  Dutch  names  were  refused  permits 
to  leave  the  district,  and  were  arrested  upon  refusal  to  obey  the  com- 
mandeering orders. 

6.  To  what  extent  was  commandeering  (of  persons  and  property) 

carried'  on  by  the  enemy  ? 
Commandeering  of  both  persons  and  property  appears  to  have 
been  continuous. 

7.  Did  any  looting  take  place? 

Yes,  to  a  considerable  extent. 
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8.  Did  the  Colonial  rebels  take  any  part  in  the  direction  of  aff-nrs? 

'J hey  filled  all  offices  necessary  to  carrv  on  adniinislralion.  iho 
Landdrost,  his  clerk,  and  the  Postmaster,  "were  the  only  Free  State 
otficials  I  know  of. 

9.  Were  any  and  what  aggressive  measures  adopted  against  loyal isfs? 

Dutch  loyalists  were  commandeered,  ])u(  not  the  English,  with 
I  believe,  one  exception.  Both  were  subjected  to  petty  annoyances, 
and  m  about  9  instances  shamefullv  treated,  ])eing  thrown  into  gaol 
on  the  slightest  i->retext. 

10.  What  was  the  general  state  of  the  district? 

Trade  and  farming  oi)erations  were  almost  entirely  suspended. 
Eoads  were  neglected,  stock  not  attended  to,  and  generallv  all  mat- 
ters were  neglected. 

(Signed)  C.  W.  CHABAUD. 


REPORT  BY  THE       *  *  *  *       ON  THE  OCCUPA- 

TION OF  THE  BARKLY  EAST  DISTRICT  BY  THE  ENEMY. 
Confidential  and  urgent.] 

1.  What  proportion  of  the  district  joined  the  enemy? 

Almost  all  the  Dutch. 

2.  What  proportion  joined  willingly,  and  what  proportion,  if  any, 

did  so  under  pressure  ? 
I  am  unable  to  say,  but  I  do  think  that  not  many  would  have 
joined  if  they  had  not  the  commando  law  of  the  Free  State  applied. 

3.  What  proportion  refused  to  join? 

Am  unable  to  say. 

4.  What  proportion  left  the  District  ? 

I  know  of  several  of  the  Dutch.      I  think  (hat  the  families  and 
stock  of  many  stood  in  the  way. 

5.  What  restraints  if  any  were  imposed  upon  those  who  refused  to 

identify  themselves  with  the  invaders? 
The  commando  law  was  enforced. 

6.  To  what  extent  was  commandeering  (of  persons  and  property) 

carried  on  by  the  enemy? 
All  Dutch  liable  to  the  commando  law  of  the  Free  State  were 
commandeered,  except  those  specially  excluded. 

7.  Did  any  looting  take  place  ? 

Yes. 

8.  Did  the  Colonial  rebels  take  any  special  part  in  the  din^ction  of 

affairs  ? 
Some  were  Field  Cornets  and  commandeered. 

9.  Were  any  and  what  aggressive  measures  adojjted  ag<iiu-st  ^oyalists? 

A  declaration  of  neutrality  had  to  be  signed  under  oath. 

10.  What  was  the  general  state  of  the  district  during  the  occupation? 

Unable  to  describe. 
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Barkly  East, 

July  3rd,  1900. 

C.  AV.  Chabaud,  Esq.,  C.C. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  the  answers  to 
question.'^  sent  me.  I  have  not  responded  to  this  appeal  carelessly, 
but  have  yiven  what  came  under  my  notice  during  the  Free  State 
occupation,  and  have  endeavoured  to  "be  fair  and  just  in  my  estimate 
of  those  who  took  up  arms  willingly,  or  were  forced  to  do  so. 

I  can  also  testify  to  the  accuracy  of  all  I  have  said  with  regard 
to  aggressive  measures  taken  by  the  enemy  and  rebels  against  the 
loyalists,  and  also  with  regard  "to  the  looting,  wanton  destruction, 
arid  commandeering  that  went  on  in  this  district.  I  have  only  inen- 
tioned  the  most  glaring  instances  of  tyranny  that  were  exercised, 
thinking  it  unnecessary  to  go  fully  into  details  and  mention  the  cases 
of  petty  tyranny  that  took  place. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  I  have  given  the  information  that  you 
recpiirod  and  "that  the  object  you  have  in  view  may  be  furthered 
by  this  information. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)   *     * 

*     * 


REPORT  BY   *     *     *   ,  ON  OCCUPATION  OF 
BARKLY  EAST  BY  THE  ENEMY. 

Confidential  and  urgent.] 

1.  What  proportion  of  the  district  joined  the  enemy? 

From  personal  ol)servation  of  the  large  number  that  were  pre- 
sent in  town  to  welcome  the  Free  State  commando,  and  the  large 
number  that  I  saw  with  bands  and  guns  in  town  and  country,  I  do 
not  think  that  I  am  overestimating  the  number  of  rebels  by  saying 
that  three-fourths  (f)  of  the  district  joined  the  enemy. 

2.  What  proportion  joined  willingly,  and  what  proportion,  if  any, 

joined  under  pressure? 
The  impression  made  upon  my  mind  by  those  who  joined  is,  that 
about  95  out  of  100  joined  willingly,  and  about  5  per  cent  required 
pressure. 

3.  What  proportion  refused  to  join  ? 

Taking  the  whole  district,  about  one-fourth  (^)  refused  to  join. 

4.  What  proportion  left  the  district? 

About  one-tenth  (1-lOth)  left  the  district. 

5.  What  restraints,  if  any,  were  imposed  upon  those  who  refused 

to  identify  themselves  with  the  invaders  ? 

We  were  not  allowed  to  remain  without  signing  oath  of  neutral- 
ity; not  allowed  arms  or  ammunition  of  anv  description;  not  al- 
lowed to  travel  in  the  district  without  passes ;"  not  allowed  out  after 
10  o'clock,  and  no  lights  burning  after  10.30;  storekeepers,  etc.,  were 
not  allowed  to  do  business  after  Januarv  1st,  1900,  without  a  Free 
State  licence. 
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6.  To  what  extent  was  commandeering  of  persons  and  property 

carried  on  by  the  enemy  ? 
All  able  bodied  Dutchmen  were  commandeered,  and  some  loval 
B.S.  were  commandeered  for  Town  Guard.  They  commandeered 
freely  from  those  who  left  the  district,  aiiythinu  they  rt'(|uircd,  nearly 
all  farmers  who  remained  had  to  yivi'  tliem  50  or  more  liamels,  etc., 
to  supply  the  burghers. 

7.  Did  any  looting  take  place  ? 

Looting  was  carried  on  in  town  and  country,  and  in  some  cases 
wilful  destruction  of  property. 

8.  Did  the  Colonial  rebels  take  any  special  part  in  the  direction  of 

affairs  ? 

The  Landdrost  here  had  a  Council,  consisting  entirely  of  Col- 
onial rebels  who  advised  him  at  all  times,  and  Colonial  rebels  look 
the  positions  of  Field  Cornets  and  commandeered  on  behalf  of  the 
O.F.S.  Government. 

9.  Were  any  and  what  aggressive  measures  ado})ted  against  loyalists? 

Dr.  Wilhelm  was  sent  out  of  the  district.  Mr.  Stuart  was  im- 
prisoned without  knowing  the  charge  brought  against  him  and  put 
over  the  border.  Dr.  Newnham  was  twice  put  in  gaol.  A.  M.  Ed- 
wards, schoolmaster,  was  in  gaol  for  about  20  days.  All  loyalists 
were  sent  out  of  Ehodes,  some  having  to  walk  on  foot.  Mr.  G.  Hem- 
mings,  after  much  ill-treatment,  was  taken  to  the  front.  Mr.  E. 
Smith  and  Mr.  C.  Biggs  were  also  forced  to  the  front.  Mr.  B.  Brem- 
mer  was  put  over  the  border.  These  cases  I  am  personally  acquaint- 
ed with ;  there  may  be  others  which  did  not  come  to  my  knowledge. 

10.  What  was  the  general  state  of  the  district  during  the  occupation  ? 

Everything  was  at  a  standstill  as  no  labour  could  be  obtained 
to  reap  crops  or  shear  wool;  nothing  was  allowed  in  or  out  of  the 
district.  There  was  also  a  feeling  of  insecurity  amongst  loyalists, 
as  laws  were  made  and  broken  according  to  the  will  of  the  burghers. 


REPORT  ON  OCCUPATION  OF  BARKLY  EAST  DISTRICT  BY 

ENEMY. 

#  *  * 

*  *  * 

Barkly  East, 

3rd  July,  1900. 

Note.— I  am  informed  by  loyalists  (English  and  Dutch)  that  this 
gentleman  did  his  utmost  to        *  *  *        ou(  yf  (he  rebel- 

lion, and  that  throughout  he  was  thoroughly  loyal  and  exercised 
his  influence  for  good. 


S5^ 


(Init.)  C.  W.  C. 

A.R.M. 


Mr.  C.  Chabaud,  C.C.  and  R.M.,  Barkly  East. 

Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  your  letter  and  certain  questions  I  am  asked 
to  answer,  I  have  firstly  to  mention  that  the  answers  to  most  of 
these  questions  are  not  more  than  an  estimation  given  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge. 
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1. — At  least  70  per  cent,  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  district,  or 
almost  the  whole  of  the  Dutch-speaking  population,  joined  the 
enemy. 

2.— This  70  per  cent,  may  be  split  in  three  groups,  viz.,  Firstly, 
those,  a  very  few,  ))reathing  a  rebellious  spirit,  who  were  not  only 
wiUing  to  join  the  enemy,  but,  I  believe,  caused  the  calamity  to  come 
on  our  district.  Secondly,  those  who  have  been  misled  by  believing 
in  a  rumoured  Basuto  invasion  and  gave  heed  to  commandeering. 
Thirdly,  those  who  believed  that  their  obligations  towards  our  Gov- 
ernment ceased  as  soon  as  our  Government  officials  left.  All  those 
were  willing  at  first,  but  subsequently  pressure  was  used. 

3. — A  very  small  proportion  of  6  to  8  per  cent.,  except  those  who 
left  the  district,  xdtimately  refused  to  join  the  enemy. 

4. — About  20  or  30  per  cent.,  or  almost  the  entire  English-speak- 
ing population  left  the  district. 

5. — Those  of  Dutch  descent  who  02)enly  refused  to  identify  them- 
selves with  the  invaders  were  commandeered  a  th^'rd  and  fourth 
time,  and  when  they  did  not  give  heed,  were  put  out  of  the  district 
(one  case)  or  were  sent  with  an  escort  to  the  commando  at  the  front 
(two  cases).  Those  who  refused  but  did  not  openly  say  so,  and  man- 
aged to  stay  at  home  on  pretending  illness,  etc.,  had  a  great  deal 
of  goods  commandeered  from  them. 

The  English-speaking  population  who  remained  in  the  district 
at  first  were  allowed  to  stay  with  a  promise  of  neutrality,  and  had  to 
carry  a  pass  signed  by  the  Landdrost,  but  this,  I  believe,  was 
changed,  and  they  had  to  take  an  oath  of  neutrality.  I  do  not  know 
whether  another  pass  was  wanted  to  travel  in  the  district.  I  believe 
so.  In  one  case  a  loyalist  was  put  out  of  the  district,  the  reason 
for  which  I  do  not  know. 

6. — Commandeering  was  carried  on  to  a  very  large  extent.  Com- 
mandant Olivier  in  person  came  to  Barkly  East  twice,  and  on  both 
occasions  (Nov.  1899,  and  January  1900)  liad  every  serviceable  man 
commandeered.  Some  who  managed  to  stay  in  November  had  to  go 
in  January. 

Every  requisite  for  the  laager  was  commandeered,  as,  horses, 
oxen,  hamels,  wagons,  tents,  flour,  sugar,  etc.,  and  in  some  cases 
cash.  These  goods  were  largely  commandeered  from  neutrals  and 
those  who  managed  not  to  identify  themselves  with  the  invaders  on 
some  or  other  pretence. 

7. — Yes.      Several  stores,  especially  in  the  country,  were  looted. 

8.— The  direction  of  affairs  in  Barkly,  as  far  as  I  know,  was  as 
follows: — The  Free  State  Government  had  a  Landdrost  here.  This 
Landdrost  had  a  clerk  and  several  corporals  with  him.  I  do  not 
know  whether  all  orders  with  reference  to  local  alTairs  came  from  the 
Landdrost,  some  did.  Colonial  rebels  did  take  office  under  the 
Free  State  Government. 

9. — Loyalists  had  at  first  to  take  a  pass  and  promise  neutrality, 
but  afterwards  they  had  to  sign  or  take  an  oath  of  neutrality.  One 
loyalist  was  put  over  the  line  for  a  reason  I  do  not  know.  Besides 
having  had  their  property  commandeered,  I  do  not  know  of  any 
other  aggressive  measures  taken  against  them. 

10. — Concerning  the  general  state  of  the  district  I  can  mention 
the  following :  — 

(a)  There  were  no  police  patrolling  the  district; 

(b)  The  borders  were  guarded  by  small  camps ; 
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(c)  There  were  a  few  Kafir  baiulilti,  fur  wliich  offences  I  do  not 
know ; 

(d)  There  was  very  little  trade ; 

(e)  There  being  no  import,  home  necessaries,  as  coffee,  etc.,  be- 
came very  scarce ; 

(f)  Almost  all  the  men  being  away,  the  crops  were  not  gathered 
as  thoroughly  as  usual ; 

(g)  The  roads  being  never  repaired,  were  in  a  very  bad  condi- 
tion. 

Hoping  to  have  given  satisfaction, 

I  am,  etc., 

(Signed)        *  * 


Barkly  East,  July  3,  1900. 

The  Resident  Magistrate, 
Barkly  East. 

Sir, — In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your  letter 
of  even  date,  I  beg  to  forward  herewith  enclosure  containing  answers 
to  the  questions  you  were  good  enough  to  send  for  my  consideration 
and  reply.  I  may  state  tihat  I  have  answered  them,  to  the  best  of 
my  personal  knowledge  and  belief,  and  so  far  as  I  am  acquainted 
with  the  subject. 

Trusting  they  may  prove  of  service, 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)      *  * 


Confidential  and  urgent.] 

EEPOETBY       *  *       WHO  HAS  RESIDED  IN  THE  BARK- 

LY EAST  DISTRICT  FOR  A  PERIOD  OF  *  YEARS, 
AND  WHO  REMAINED  IN  BARKLY  EAST  DURING  THE 
OCCUPATION  BY  THE  ENEMY. 

1.  What  proportion  of  the  district  joined  the  enemy  ? 

With  the  exception  of  the  English  or  British  residents  and  a  few 
loyal  Dutch,  the  whole  of  the  residents  joined. 

2.  What  proportion  joined  willingly,  and  what  proportion,  if  any, 

did  so  under  pressure  ? 
So  far  as  my  observation  extended,  I  believe  the  greater  numljer 
joined  willingly,  "  especially  during  the  earlier  part  of  the  occupa- 
tion," very  few  indeed  requiring  pressure,  and  those  only  of  the 
poorer  class. 

3.  What  proportion  refused  to  join  ? 

A  very  small  minority. 

4.  What  proportion  left  the  district  ? 

A  number  of  British  residents,  and  a  few  Dutch  loyalists. 

5.  What  restraints,  if  any,  were  imposed  upon  those  who  refused  to 

identify  themselves  with  the  invaders? 
In  several  instances  their  personal  liberty  w^as  jeopardised,  and 
in  other  instances  they  were  put, "  or  rather  forced  "  over  the  border, 
others  again  were  imprisoned,  and  then  taken  over  the  border. 
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U.  To  w  hat  extent  wus  coiiiniaiideering  (of  persons  and  property)  by 
the  enemy  carried  on  i 
I  cannot  better  ch'scribe  the  commandeering  than  by  stating  it 
was  carried  on  wholesale,  irrespective  of  persons  or  property,  as 
many  loyals  were  forced  to  contril)ute  in  addition  to  those  who  had 
tiilien  up  arms. 

7.  Did  any  looting  take  place? 

Yes,  stores  and  })rivate  dwellings  were  broken  into  and  the  con- 
tents openly  looted  and  distributed  mostly  to  the  burghers,  and  to 
assist  in  carrying  on  the  war. 

8.  Did  the  Colonial  rebels  take  any  special  part  in  the  direction  of 

■li  -lis  i 

They  did,  the  Free  State  officials  were  but  puppets  in  the  hands 
of  the  Council  of  Heemraad  and  Krygsraad  Members  who  had  the 
sole  direction  of  affairs,  and  who  decided  all  important  matters 
relative  to  the  war. 

9.  Were  any  and  what  aggressive  measures  adopted  against  loyalists  ? 

As  I  have  already  stated,  many  were  sent  over  the  border,  others 
were  forced  to  contribute  largely  under  threats  of  imprisonment  or 
expulsion  and  deportation  to  Bloemfontein  or  Delagoa  Bay. 

10.  What  was  the  general  state  of  the  district  under  the  occupation  ? 

Farming  neglected,  crops  allowed  to  rot  unreaped,  trade  at  a 
standstill,  communication  restricted  or  entirely  forbidden,  and  gen- 
erally one  of  depression,  and  unrestricted  plunder,  indescribable. 


Office  of  the  Eesident  Magistrate,  Barkly  East, 

nth  July,  1900.      D.  809/1900/3. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department, 
Cape  Town. 

REPORT  ON  OCCUPATION  OF  BARKLY  EAST  BY   THE  RE- 
PUBLICAN FORCES. 

Sir,— With  reference  to  my  letter  No.  D.  800/1900/3,  dated  7th 
inst.,  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  report  by        *  * 

*      ,  on  the  occupation  of  the  district    by    the    Republican 
forces,  which  I  have  just  received. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  C.  W.  CHABAUD,  R.M., 

Barkly  East. 


Confidential  and  urgent.] 

REPORT  BY       *  *  *      ,  BARKLY  EAST. 

(Init.)  C.  W.  CHABAUD, 
R.M.,  Barkly  East, 
11/7/00. 

1.  What  proportion  of  the  district  joined  the  enemy  ? 

Probably  85  to  90  per  cent,  of  gross  adult  population. 

2.  What  proportion  joined  willingly,  and  what  proportion,  if  any, 

did  so  under  pressure  ? 
(a)  Probably  65  to  75  per  cent. ;  (b)  Probably  20  to  25  per  cent. 
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3.  What  proportion  refused  to  join  ? 

About  10  to  15  per  cent. 

4.  Wluit  proportion  left  tlie  district? 

From  about  10  to  15  per  cent,  adult  (male). 

5.  What  restraints,  if  any,  were  imposed  ui)on  those  who  refused  to 

identify  themselves  with  the  invaders? 
The  English  loyalists  were  compelled  to  subscribe  the  neutral 
oath  by  the  then  O.F.S.  Government.  A  few  farmers  resisted  and 
were  permitted  to  remain  though  often  molested  l)y  rebels,  but  with- 
out resorting  to  violence.  A  few  Dutch  loyalists  "(and  one  English) 
were  imprisoned  and  the  former  compelled  to  go  to  the  front,  but 
afterwards  escaped. 

6.  To  what  extent  was  commandeering  (of  persons  and  property) 

carried  on  by  the  enemy? 

(a)  Property,  sheep,  cattle  and  horses,  very  largely  commendeer- 
ed,  especially  the  latter,  some,  but  by  no  means  all,  under  protest; 

(b)  See  No.  5. 

7.  Did  any  looting  take  place? 

Yes !  both  in  the  town  and  district. 

8.  Did  the  Colonial  rebels  take  any  special  part  in  the  direction  of 

affairs  ? 
Yes.      As,  e.g.,  SherilT  Corporals,  Field  Cornets,  etc. 

9.  Were  any  and  what  aggressive  measures  adopted  against  loyalists? 

Yes,  but  on  the  whole  of  a  mild  character,  e.g.,  not  allowed  to 
visit  certain  farms  or  Dutch  loyalists  in  prison. 

10.  What  was  the  general  state  of  the  district  under  the  occupation? 

Briefly  the  district  was  very  quiet.  Business  in  the  town  was 
carried  on  by  three  traders,  who,  I  understand,  proclaimed  them- 
selves as  German  subjects  and  were  permitted  to  trade.  The  only 
English  trader  in  B.E.,  feeling  insecure,  fled  with  his  assistants 
shortly  after  the  occupation  by  the  forces  of  the  then  O.F.S.  Busi- 
ness was  entirely  suspended  in  the  country,  i.e.,  outside  the  town 
area.  *        uninterrupted  (with  a  few  exceptions). 


BARKLY  WEST 


(Including  Assistant  Resident  Magistrate's  Station  at  Klipdam). 

Resident  Magistrate's  Office,  Barkly  West, 

October  31,  1899.     D7/145/99. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department,  Cape  Town. 

CONDITION  OF  DISTRICT  OF  BARKLY  WEST— REPORT  ON. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  for  your  information 
a  copy  of  a  letter  sent  by  me  this  day  to  tiie  Under  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, in  response  to  certain  telegrams  received  from  him,  m  connec- 
tion with  the  present  condition  of  this  District. 

I  have,  etc. 

(Signed)  LANCELOT  HARISON, 

Resident  Magistrate. 


[A.  5—1900.]  Q 
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Office  of  the  Civil  Commissioner  of 
Barkly  West,  October  31,  1899.      D7/126/99. 

The  Under  Colonial  Secretary,  Cape  Town. 

CONDITION  OF  DISTRICT. 

Sir,— With  reference  to  my  recent  telegrams  and  your  replies 
tlierelo,  relative  to  the  disturbed  state  of  this  Division  (the  last  I 
received  from  you  being  dated  the  27th  instant),  I  have  the  honour 
to  state  briefly  "the  motives  that  actuated  me  in  persistently  pressing 
for  a  force  of  some  kind  to  occupy  this  Division.  I  can  realise  that 
my  repeated  requests  by  wire  in  different  forms  may  have  been  mis- 
understood. 

On  the  15th  instant  the  Transvaal  forces  entered  this  Division, 
and  occupied  different  portions  in  small  commandos.  A  few  days 
after  this  I  became  aware  that  some  local  farmers  were  joining  the 
invading  forces,  whose  then  declared  object  was  that  of  proceeding 
through  this  Division,  and  on  to  Herbert  and  Hay  in  order  to  raise 
rebellion  there. 

I  know  the  District  Herbert  well,  as  I  was  stationed  there  some 
years.  I  also  know  something  about  the  Hay  Division,  and  my  varied 
official  duties  have  brought  me  in  contact  with  almost  every  Dutch 
farmer  in  this  Division,  and  with  these  people  my  relations  have 
invariably  been  of  the  pleasantest  nature. 

Daily  the  invading  commandos  in  this  Division  were  being  aug- 
mented by  rebels,  while  I  have  been  compelled  to  sit  still  at  the 
Magistracy,  helpless.  Later  on  the  villages  of  Kliiodam  and  Wind- 
sorton  were  taken  possession  of  by  commandos,  the  former  by  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  the  latter  by  about  seventy,  and  I 
believe  at  the  present  moment  they  are  being  respectively  held  by 
even  smaller  numbers. 

Some  of  the  wavering  loyals  have  openly  said  that  as  they  got  no 
assistance  or  protection  from  the  Colonial  Government  and  see  no 
signs  of  any  force  here  that  the  only  course  left  to  them  in  order 
to  secure  protection  of  life  and  property,  is  that  of  joining 
the  invading  forces.  To  this  must  Ije  added  the  moral  elTect  of  the 
sight  of  British  subjects  precipitately  flying  from  the  district  for 
safety.  I  must  confess,  knowing  what  I  do  of  the  characteristics 
of  these  unfortunate  people,  of  whom  there  is  a  large  class  in  this 
Division,  that  they  have  my  sympathy.  Many  honestly  believe  that 
they  are  now  in  the  territory  of  the  Transvaal  Eepublic,  and  amen- 
able to  its  laws.  I  say  nothing  of  the  absence  of  protection  for  the 
Magistracy,  the  ignominy  of  surrender,  and  its  moral  effect  on  the 
ignorant  classes  in  these  parts. 

These  are  the  circumstances  under  which  it  seemed  to  me  that 
the  importance  of  interrupting  contact  between  the  invading  forces 
and  our  own  people  in  Barkly,  Herbert,  and  Hay  could  hardly  be 
exaggerated,  and  I  am  still  strongly  of  opinion  that  a  force  of  be- 
tween three  hundred  and  four  hundred  disciplined  men  would  have 
prevented  the  condition  of  things  I  have  described,  and  that  in  all 
probability  without  Ijloodshed. 

It  is  our  utterly  defenceless  condition  that  invited  the  invading 
forces  and  stimulated  the  wavering  loyals  to  take  up  arms. 

It  seemed  my  plain  duty,  as  the  representative  of  the  Colonial 
Government  in  this  Division",  and  indeed  as  a  good  Colonist,  to  urge 
with  all  the  power  I  jwssessed  the  desjiatch  of  the  little  force  men- 
tioned, 
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At  the  present  moniont  the  })osi(i()ii  is  somewhat  altered.  There 
is  a  strong  Boer  force,  fully  ('((uipprd  with  guns,  etc.,  within  a  few 
miles  of  the  Magistracy,  and  praclically  in  possession  of  this  Divi- 
sion. 

I  quite  understand  that  the  position  is  purely  a  niilifarv  one. 
I  am  in  touch  with  the  military  authorities  in  Kind')erley,  and  under- 
stand their  difficulty  in  sending  any  assistance  to  nie,  hut  1  was 
under  the  impression  (perhaps  wrongly)  that  ui)on  the  urgent  re- 
presentations of  the  Colonial  Government  the  Military  authorities 
would  have  permitted  the  despatch  of  the  small  body  of  Colonial 
troo])s  so  urgently  needed  here. 

It  was  not  a  matter  of  the  personal  security  of  the  peoi)le  of 
Barkly  West  of  any  particular  locality,  but  the  avoidance,  as  I 
honestly  believe,  of  a  general  rising  throughout  the  Districts  of 
Barkly,  Herbert,  and  Hay,  wdth  the  saddest  results. 

However,  apparently  owing  to  recent  Boer  reverses  there  are 
signs  that  the  commandos  about  here,  or  portions  of  them  at  any 
rate,  are  retiring  over  the  Border,  and  though  I  have  l:)ut  just  re- 
ceived an  authentic  report  that  a  Boer  Commando  is  at  Koopmans- 
fontein  on  its  way  to  Daniel's  Kuil  (vide  map  of  Division),  I  have 
reasons  to  hope  now  that  the  intentions  of  the  Boer  forces  in  this 
Division  will  be  frustrated.  Nevertheless,  great  mischief  has  al- 
ready been  done  among  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Dutch  popula- 
lation  here. 

Only  yesterday  an  attempt  was  made  by  farmers  of  this  Divi- 
sion to  capture  *  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  *  ,  and  to  convey 
him  to  the  Boer  camp.      He  has,  however,  made'  his  escape. 

In  regard  to  the  restoration  of  good  order  and  peace  in  this  Divis- 
ion, after  the  departure  of  the  Boer  commandos,  I  have  the  greatest 
hesitation  in  employing  a  hurriedly  assembled  and  untrained  force, 
such  as  has  been  authorised;  anything  like  the  assemblage  of  one 
portion  of  the  inhabitants  to  resist  the  other  may  lead  to  the  most 
disastrous  results. 

It  is  during  a  time  like  the  present  that  a  w-ell-disciplined  force 
is  most  necessary.  However,  as  I  have  already  stated  in  my  telegrams, 
I  feel  confident  of  restoring  order  directly  the  organised  Boer  com- 
mandos disappear  from  the  Division.  I  believe  most  of  the  local 
disloyal  farmers  will  follow  in  its  wake.  The  most  effective  and 
legitimate  means  of  restoring  order  would  be  the  employment  of  a 
strong  force  of  the  regular  Cape  Police,  now  in  Kimberley,  directly 
they  can  be  spared  by  Colonel  Kekewuch. 

I  understand  that  reinforcements  wall  arrive  in  Kimberley  in  a 
few  days'  time. 

Of" course,  isolated  and  cut  off  in  a  disturbed  commimity  like 
this,  one  is  apt  to  take  an  exaggerate  view  of  the  importance  of  the 
needs  of  that  community.  Doubtless  the  despatch  of  a  force  to  these 
parts  has  been  withheld  in  the  best  interests  of  the  Colony  in  general. 

For  the  last  fortnight  w^e  have  been  in  almost  entire  ignorance 
of  what  is  taking  place  south  of  the  Orange  River. 

I  am  thankful  for  sympathy  expressed  in  regard  to  my  present 
position  of  difficulty.  I  venture  to  think  that  it  is  faced  with  the 
required  calmness  "and  equanimity,  and  trust  that,  w^hatever  may 
occur,  I  shall  have  been  found  to  have  done  my  duty. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  LANCELOT  HARISON, 

Civil  Commissioner. 
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P.S. — I  may  add  that  one  of  the  commandos  in  this  Division 
had  more  the  aspect  of  a  diplomatic  body  rather  than  a  fighting 
force,  there  being  attached  to  it  a  member  of  the  Volksraad,  a  min- 
ister of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  and  a  Landdrost,  besides  the 
persons  whose  declared  object  was  to  occupy  this  territory  peace- 
ably, and  to  "win  over  the  people." 

(Signed)  L.  M.  H., 

R.M. 


4,505/99.      Telegram,  17/11/99.      Very  urgent. 

Handed  in  at  Hope  Town. 

From  To 

Harison,  Civil  Commissioner,  Secretary,  Law  Department, 

Barkly  West.  Cape  Town. 

Free  State  commando  under  Judge  Hertzog  and  Commandant 
Jourdaan  took  possession  Barkly  West  11th  instant.  I  was  com- 
pelled to  hand  over  all  public  buildings,  capes  (?cash),  stores,  and 
the  like.  A  Magistrate  for  the  administration  of  Griqualand  West 
was  installed  at  Barkly,  and  took  possession  of  my  residence.  I 
was  ordered  to  leave,  transport  being  offered  free,  which  I  partly 
took  advantage  of.  Proclamation  read  from  public  offices  declaring 
Griqualand  West  in  military  occupation  O.F.  State  forces,  and  under 
administration  of  Magistrate,  Barkly,  a  J. P.  being  appointed  at  Doug- 
las and  Griquatow^n.  Commando  was  at  Douglas  on  15th,  and  will  be 
Griquatown  on  17th.  I  believe  disaffection  in  my  division  not  seri- 
ous, nor  is  it  in  the  other  districts  as  far  as  I  could  gather  coming 
through.  Believe  that  all  who  have  taken  up  arms  will  either  dis- 
appear or  be  very  loyal  directly  invading  force  ousted  and  ours  in 
possession.  Passports  given  self  and  other  officials;  all  will  be 
here  Sunday,  travelling  in  ox-wagons.  I  propose  wnth  your  sanction 
to  go  to  Kimberley  from  here  with  column  now  working  its  way  up, 
taking  Bradshaw  with  me.  The  sooner  I  resume  at  Barkly  the 
better;  great  point  is  to  obtain  services  Cape  Police  directly  rein- 
forcements arrive  Kimberley,  and  avoid  spread  of  disaffection  and 
disorder.  Kindly  wire  instructions  as  to  disposal  of  Versfeld  and 
Krige. 


4,530/99.     Telegram,  18/11/99.  Very  urgent. 

From  To 

Harison,  Secretary,  Law  Department, 

Hope  Town.  Cape  Town. 

Kindly  let  me  know  early  whether  I  may  proceed  from  here  to 
Kimberley  with  column.  Would  much  like  to,  and  early  resumption 
our  authority  at  Barkly  most  important. 


Telegram,  18/11/99. 

From  To 

Secretary,  Law  Department,         Harison,  Civil  Commissioner, 
Cape  Town.  Barkly  West, 

Hope  Town. 
3,455.    As  nothing  much  will  be  gained  by  your  going  back  to 
Kimberley,  Jus  requests  that  you  and  your  staff  will  come  to  Cano 
Town. 
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Hope  Town,  20th  November,  1899. 
SEIZURE  OF  PUBLfC  OFFICES,  BARKLY  WEST,  BY  ORANGE 
FREE  STATE  COMMANDO. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  the  seizure  of  the  Pu])lic  OtBces  at  Barkly 
West  and  their  contents  by  the  Orange  Free  State  forces  on  the  Uth 
instant,  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  the  following  documents  which 
may  be  considered  interesting  and  of  some  use. 

Three  receipts  given  by  the  Orange  Free  State  Magistrate  for  the 
contents  of  the  Puljlic  Offices,  and  copies  of  the  proclamations  and 
notices  read  by  Judge  Hertzog  shortly  after  the  town  had  l)een  en- 
tered. Copy  of  the  joassport  with  which  I  was  provided.  I  may 
add  that  I  destroyed  all  recent  correspondence,  telegrams,  and  re- 
cords bearing  on  the  situation  of  a  more  or  less  confidential  nai  ure 
before  the  commando  entered  the  town.  The  box  containing  rny 
Cash-books  and  current  receipt-books  is  here  together  with  most  of 
the  vouchers,  and  I  hope  to  render  proper  accounts  for  the  month 
of  October  at  least. 

The  Orange  Free  State  Magistrate  refused  to  allow  me  to  remove 
certain  documents  and  accounts  relating  to  this  month's  transac- 
tions, and  there  wall,  I  fear,  be  some  difficulty  preserving  their  con- 
tinuity up  to  date. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  LANCELOT  HARISON, 
Civil  Commissioner  of  Barkly  West. 


Civil  Commissioner's  Office, 
Barkly  West,  11th  November,  1899. 

LIST  OF  COLONIAL  PROPERTY  IN  CHIEF  CLERK'S  OFFICE 

BARKLY  WEST. 

1  Iron  Safe,  containing  Cash,  £4  Os.  6d.,  2  Diamonds;  2  Cash 
Books;  1  Receipt  Book;  4  Mining  Certificate-books,  current 
Vouchers ;  Vouchers,  etc. ;  Birth  and  Death  papers. 

2  Land  Revenue  Books;  6  Birth  and  Death  Books;  I  Surcharge 
Ledger;  1  Record  of  Appointments;  1  Apportionment  of  Quitrent ;  1 
Leave  Register;  1  Prospector's  Recognisances;  23  various  other  offi- 
cial books;  1  Counter;  1  Shelf  with  books;  1  Press  with  printed 
forms ;  1  Wash  stand ;  1  Letter  stand ;  Records. 

Received  by  me, 

(Signed)  J.  J.  MORGENDAAL, 
Magistrate  of  Griqualand  West. 


Civil  Commissioner's  Office, 
Barkly  West,  11th  November,  1899. 

LIST  OF  COLONIAL  GOVERNMENT  PROPERTY  IN  CIVIL  COM- 
MISSIONER'S OFFICE. 
_  Iron  Safe  with  papers ;  2  Tables ;  1  Wash  Stand  ;  1  Book  Press. 

(Signed)  J.  J.  MORGENDAAL, 
Magistrate  of  Griqualand  West. 
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IN  STRONG-ROOM. 
Balhil  Boxos;   l.;i\v  Library. 

Received  by  me, 

(Sioiied)  J.J.  MORGENDAAL, 
Magistrate  of  Griqualand  West. 


Civil  Commissioner's  Office, 
Barldy  West,  11th  November,  1899. 

THE  OTHER  OFFICES. 

4  Tahl(>s ;  :5  Presses  Printed  Forms ;  1  Press  Stationery ;  8  Chairs ; 
1  Set  Pi<,'eon  Holes;  2  Washina;  Stands;  1  Letter  Press;  1  Type- 
writer stand;  1  Set  weights  ancl  measures ;  1  Safe;  1  Record  Room 
containing  all  official  records;  1  Press  printed  Birth  and  Death 
forms;   1  Desk. 

Received  by  me, 

(Signed)  J.  J.  MORGENDAAL, 
Magistrate  of  Griqualand  West. 


PEOCLAMATIE. 

Van  den  Hoofd  Commandant,  Hoofd  Bevelhebbcr  van  de  leger- 
afdeeling  van  de  Burger  Macht  van  don  Oranje  Yrijstaat, 
aan  de  grenzen  van  Griqualand  West. 

Ik,  C.  J.  Wessels,  Hoofd  Commandant  van  de  legerafdeeliug 
van  de  burgermacht  van  den  Oranje  Vrijstaat  aan  do  grenzen  van 
Griqualand  West,  (relet  hebbende  op  de  proclamatie  van  zijn 
Hoog  Edele  den  Staats  President  van  den  Orantje  Vrijstaat 
gedateerd  Bloemfontein  14  October  1(S99,  waarbij  de  Hoofdbovel- 
hebber  der  verschillende  legerafdeelingen  van  de  Burgermacht  van 
den  Oranje  Vrijstaat  worde  gemachtigd  stappen  te  nemen  be- 
treffende  de  maatregelen  welke  tegen  de  gemeenten,  dorpen,  of  de 
personen  zullen  genomen  worden  die  in  strijd  handolen  met  de 
gebruiken  van  den  oorlog  gedurende  den  oorlog  welke  aan  't  volk 
A'an  de  Zuid  Afrikansche  Eepubliek  en  van  den  Oranje  Vrijstaat 
door  "t  Gouvernement  van  Hare  Majesteit  de  Koningin  van  Groot 
Brittanje  en  l3rland  wordt  opgedrongen. 

In  aanmcrking  nemende  dat  't  succes  der  vereenigch  repu- 
blikeinsche  wapenen  heeft  geleid  tot  de  inbezitname  van  het 
gedcelte  van  't  Britsche  groiidgebied  bekeiid  ondcr  der  naam  van 
(Jriqualand  West,  bevattendc  de  afdeeling  Herbert,  Hay,  Barkly 
(11  Kimberley  en  derzelve  stadsgronden  met  een  omtrekvan  vier 
mijlen  daarbuiten.  En  daar  het  noodzakelijk  gebleken  is  maat- 
regelen te  nemen  tegen  de  gemeenten,  dorpen  en  personen  die  in  de 
genoemde  door  de  burgers  en  troepen  der  Zuid  Afrikaansche 
Eepubliek  en  van  den  Oranje  Vrijstaat  bezette  gedeelen  lands, 
handelen  in  strijd  met  de  gebruiken  van  den  oorlog,  alsmede  maat- 
regelen te  nemen  betrekkelijk  de  requisities  die  geoordeeld 
worden  noodzakelijk  te  zijn  voor  de  behoefte  en.  't  onder- 
houd  van  de  burgers  en  troepen  van  de  Zuid  Afrikaansche 
Eepubliek  en  den  Oranje  Vrijstaat  in  de  genoemde  uitgestrektheid 
lands.       Heb    voorgesteld    en    stelvast  gelijk  ik    bij   dezen   doe 
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krachtens  do  macht  mij  verleend  l)ij  do  vrooyoi-  omsohrovon  ]iro('la- 
matie  en  liivn^  tvv  k"nnis  v;iii  't  alycinoeii  dv  voliicnd''  l)('scliil\- 
kin<>oii  en  bepalinoen  ■. — 

1.  In  do  landstrekon  met  derzelver  inwoners  zich  uitstrekkendc 
over  liet  <irondm'bied  door  de  otTicieren,  buinors  en  troepen  van 
den  Oranje  Vrijstaat  stannde  onder  niijn  l)evel,  tlians  Ltcoeeupeerd 
hebbendeliet  voornoonideoTond<i-el)ied.  b(>kentlals  (}ru[UMhuid  West 
of  welke  later  vermoelden  worden  ueoecuijeerd  wordt  de  Krijuswet 
van  don  Oranje  Vrijstnat  No.  10,  1S99  niits  de/.en  van  toepassin.n' 
verklaard  op  elke  daad  welko  strekken  kan  oni  de  veilluheid  dor 
burghers  of  nianschappen  in  oevaar  te  brenycn.  hen  te  ben;ideelen 
of  den  vijand  liulp  te  verleenen. 

2.  De  Krijgswet  voornoomd  word  goacht  van  kracht  te  zijn  van 
de  gohoele  uitgestrektheid  van  eon  wijk.  district  of  andere  admi- 
nistratieve  ai'deoling  zoodra  dezelve  in  eon  der  genieentcn  die  daar- 
van  doel  uitmakon  door  aanphikking  of  afkondiging  is  Ijokend 
gesteld. 

3.  AUe  i^ersonen  die  goon  doel  uitniaken  van  't  Britscho  leger 
en  die, 

(a)  den  vijand  dionen  als  spionnen. 

(b)  burgers  on  manschappen  van  de  Zuid  Afrika;insohe 
Republiek  of  den  Oranje  A^rijstaat  doon  verdwalon  als  zij 
hen  tot  gids  dienen. 

(c)  zullen  dooden,  vermocrden,  of  uitplundoren  personen, 
behoorendo  tot  do  manschappen  van  eon  clor  boide 
Eepublieken  of  doel  uitmakende  van  liun  gevolg  of 
tor rein. 

(d)  Bruggen  vernielon  of  aan  do  telograaf  lijn,  liolio- 
grafischo  inrichtingen  of  spoorwogen,  of  aan  eonigc 
derzolvo  deelen  of  ondordeolen  schade  toebron- 
gon  waardoor  de  gonoemde  Eepublieken  zouden 
kunnen  worden  gehinderd  of  nan  haar  volk  en 
eigendom  schade  zou  kunnen  toegebracht  wordenof  zullen 
trachten  schade  door  do  llepublikeinsche  troopen  aaii 
eigendom  of  inrichtingen  toegebracht  to  herstollen  of  te 
vorboteren,  ammunitie.  oorlog  voorraads  of  de  Kwai-tioron 
on  legorpla.itsen  van  de  manscliappon  der  gonoemde 
ropublioken  zullen  vorbranden  of  daaraan  schade  toe- 
brenoon. 

(o)  De  wapens  opnomen  togen  de  mtmschappen  van  eon  dor 
voornoemdo  ropublioken  zullen  na;u-  discrctie  voor  den 
Krijgsraad  worden  g(  straft  mot  den  dood  of  gevangenis- 
straf  goon  vijftion  jaar  to  bovongaande. 

4.  De  persoon  met  de  uitvooring  belast  zal  mooten  toezien  dat 
een  Krijgsraad  wordt  ingestold  tot  ondorzoek  van  elke  zaak  on 
uitspraak  van  hot  vonnis. 

5.  Gcen  vonnis  waarl)ij  do  doodstraf  woi-dt  uitgosprokon  zal 
worden  voltrokkon  alvorons  door  don  Staats  Presiilont  van  don 
Orantje  Vrijstaat  bekrachtigd  to  zijn. 

6.  Alio  commandanten  of  bevolhebl)endo  olllcioren  van  afzon- 
derlijke  of  zolfstanding  handelen  der  afdeolingon  hobbon  rocht 
requisitio  to  bovolen  van  hot  noodige  strekkonde  tot  hot  onderhoud 
der  burgers  en  manschappen.  \)c  requisitio  van  andero  benoodigd- 
heden  welko  in  hot  belang  van  hot  legor  onmisl)aai'  woi'den  geooi-- 
deeld  kunnen  slechts  bovolen  worden  door  don  Hoofdk(mimandant 
waarnemondo.  In  elk  geval  zal  van  de  inwoners  niets  worden 
geischt  dan  hotgeen  noodig  is  tot  onderhoud  der  manschappen   ''u 
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z;il  van  allcverstrekkinijon,  zoo  niot  kontant  bctaald  officioele  kwi- 
tautios  wordou  atVt'.ucveii.  ,     ,    ,        ,     ,   ^    ,  .         , 

7  Verdei-  inaak  ik  JiitTiiu'dc  bolceud  dat  levon  en  eioendom 
oo\vaaibor«'il  worden  aan  alien  die  zich  oiuler besclierming  plaatseu 
vaii'de  reoveviim  vail  den  Orauje  Vrijstaat  of  van  de  Zuid  Afri- 
k'aaiiscbelU'inibliek  en  bunne  wetti<>  aanoestolde  anibtenaren  en 
Omciereu  wier  wetten  en  orders  zij   zullen  opvolgen  en  gohoor- 

zamen.  .      ,.  i     t^  •  i 

S.  Nieniand   die   niet   vijandi^   teocn   de  Regeenng  van   den 

Orauje  Vrijsta;it  of  van  de  Zuid  Afrikaansche  Republiek  of  hunne 
anibtenaren.  officieren,  wetten  of  orders  optreedt  zal  eenig  nadeel 
ondervinden. 

9.  Zij  die  weigeren  zicb  te  onderwerpen  bekomen  biermede 
verlof  om  binnen  "clen  tijd  van  veertien  (14)  dagen  het  door  do 
Krijgsinaebt  ingenomen  terrein  te  verlaten. 

'  U).  Allepersonen  die  van  bunne  plaatson  of  woningen  verdre- 
ven  zijn  of  gevlucbt  zijn  en  die  zicb  nu  aan  de  bepalingen  in  dezo 
Proclamatie^vervat  onderwerpen  mogen  naar  hunne  woonplaatsen 
terugkeei't'ii. 

(Jegeven  en  bevolen  door  mij  te  Olifantsfontein  den  llden  dag 
van  November.  1S99. 

(Get.)        C.  J.  WESSELS, 

Hoofd  Commandant. 


KENNISGEVING  AAN  STEELING. 

Ik  de  ondergeteekende  C.  .1.  Wessels,  Hoofdcommandant  van 
de  Burgermaebt  van  den  Oranje  A'rij  Staat  staande  aan  de  grenzen 
van  Griqualand  West,  doe  biermede  te  weten  aan  een  ieder  die 
bet  mogc  aangaan  en  die  dit  zal  zien  of  booren  en  lezen,  dat  ik 
goedgevonden  beb  den  beer  Joliannes  Jacobus  Morgendaal  aante- 
stellen,  zooals  ik  bij  dezen  ook  aanstel,  als  Magistraat  van  dat 
gedcelte  van  Griqualand  West  tbans  onder  Krijgsbezit  door  de 
troepcn  van  den  Oranje  Yrij  Btaat  on  de  Zuid  Afrikaanscbe 
Republiek  zullondo  bij  do  genoemdo  Johannes  .lacobus  Morgendaal 
de  zetel  zijne  Magistratuur  bobben  to  Barkly  West  mot  jurisdictie 
van  een  gowonon  Magistraat  naai-  de  wetten  dor  Kaap  Kolonie 
strekkonde  over  de  gehoolo  uitgestrekheid  van  het  voornoemde 
grondgebied  van  Griqualand  West  mot  do  bevoegdhoid  aldaar 
tevens  te  agoeren  als  Void  Kornot  on  Vredorechter,  maclit  hobbende 
te  arresteeren  en  te  docn  arresteeren,  te  straffen  en  te  doen  straffen, 
te  administreoren  en  to  doen  administreeren,  vroderechters  aan  te 
stellen  en  alio  andoro  zaken  to  doen  en  waar  te  nemen  welke 
mogen  strokkon  tot  bet  handhaven  van  de  orde  en  het  beveiligen 
van  personon  en  goodoron.  Bij  gevolge  vorzook  on  gelast  ik  een 
ieder  inwonor  van  (hiqualand  West  om  don  gouoemden  .Johannes 
Jacobus  Morgendaal  bijstand  te  verlecnon  een  hem  gehoorzaam- 
heid  te  botoonon  in  hot  uitoofonen  zijner  werkzaambeden. 

((iot.)         C.  J.  WESSELS, 

Hoofd  Com  inand ant. 
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PROCLAMATIE 
aan  al  de  inwoiiers  van  Griqualaiid  West. 


Aangczien  dat  't  Britsclie  <?rond<>ebied  bekend  oiider  don  naain 
van  Griqualand  buiten  en  bebnlvo  do  stad  Kimbevloy,  met  cen  om- 
trek  van  vier  mijlen  daarbniten  tbans  onder  Krijoswotis.  En  aan- 
gezicn  ik,  C.  J.  Wessels,  Hoofd-conimandant  van  de  Burgennacbt 
van  den  Oianje  Vrij  Staat  liet  goedgcvonden  beb,  tcr  liaiuUiaving 
van  de  orde  en  ter  bcscherming  van  personen  en  goederen  oni  een 
Magistraat  aan  te  stellen  voor  't  gcnioenide  grondgebied,  de  zetcl 
zijner  Magistratunr  hebbcndo  te  Barkly  zoo  is  bet  dat  ik,  0.  .]. 
Wessels  andcrmaal  vaststel  en  bopaal  dat  do  wetten  dor  Kaap 
Kolouio  voor  zooverre  niet  uitdrukkelijk  berrocpen  of  gewijzigd 
door  de  procbmiatio  tot  in  l)ezitstolling  gedatcord  llde  November 
1899,  of  voor  de  aanstelliiig  van  den  magistraat  to  Barkly  zuUen 
zijn  en  blijven  van  kracbt  over  de  gebeele  uitgestrektheid  van 
Griqualand  West  voor  zooverre  niet  later  veranderd  door  mij  en  zal 
de  genoemde  Magistraat  en  alio  ambtenaren  gobouden  zijn  die 
"wetten  als  over  den  oorlog  bostaande  toe  te  passen  en  uit  te  oefenon. 

(Get.)        C.  J.  AVESSELS, 

Hoofd  Commandant. 

Olifansfontein,  llde  November,  1899. 


PASPOET. 


Zij  hot  kennelijk  aan  een  ieder  die  dit  moge  zien  of  hoore 
lezen  dat  ik,  Jan  Jordaan  Commandant  van  de  Winbnrgschc 
afdeeling  dor  legermacbt  van  den  Oranje  Vrijstaat  bij  dozen  verlof 
verleen  aan  den  acbtbaren  beer  L.  M.  Harison  tot  op  heden  Civiele 
Commissaris  van  Barldi/  WeM  om  zicli  met  paard  en  andor  oigen- 
dom  vrij  en  ongebinderd  to  bogeven  naar  Kaapstad  on  verzoek  ik 
alle  officioren  van  de  legermacbt  van  den  Oranje  Vrijstaat  of  dor 
Zuid  Afrikaanscbe  Eepubliek  die  bom  mogen  tegen  komcn  in  of 
buiten  de  grenzon  van  Griquals-nd  West  liem  vrijo  doortocbt  te 
doen  bebben  en  waar  vereischt  met  bet  noodige  te  voorzien. 

(Get.)        ,T.  .T.  .TOEDAAN, 

Commandant  van  de  Winburgsche  afdeeling 
van  de  legermacbt  van  den  Oranje  Vrijstaat. 

Barkly  West,  llden  November,  1899. 

Getuige. 

Rechter  J.  B.  M.  Hektzog. 


[A.  5—1900.] 
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PROCLAMATION. 

From  the  Head  Commandant,  Chief  in  Command  of  the  Army  Divis- 
ion of  the  Burgher  Force  of  the  O.F.S.  on  the  borders  of  Griqua- 
land  West. 

I,  C.  J.  Wessels,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  Division  or 
Conmiando  of  the  O.F.S.  forces  on  the  Griqualand  West  Borders, 
having  noticed  the  proclamation  of  His  Honour  the  State  President 
of  theO.F.S.,  dated  tlie  14th  October,  1899,  at  Bloemfontein.  by  \^•hich 
the  Commandants  of  the  different  O.F.S.  commandoes  or  Army  Divis- 
ion are  empowered  to  take  steps  regarding  the  measures  v^diich  will 
be  taken  against  the  communities,  villages,  or  persons  who  act  con- 
trary to  the  customs  of  warfare,  during  this  prevailing  war  which 
has  been  forced  upon  the  people  of  the  S.A.R.  and  O.F.S.  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and 
having  taken  into  consideration  that  the  success  of  the  combined 
Repul)lican  arms  has  led  to  the  taking  possession  of  a  portion  of  the 
British  territory  known  as  Griqualand  West,  composing  the  divisions 
of  Herbert,  Hay,  Barkly,  and  Kimberley;  and  the  same  town  (?) 
lands  with  a  circuit  of  four  miles  outside  thereof,  and  as  it  has  ap- 
peared necessary  to  take  measures  against  the  communities,  villages, 
and  persons  who,  in  the  said  territory,  at  present  occupied  by  the 
burghers  and  forces  of  the  O.F.S.  and  S.A.R.,  do  not  act  in  accordance 
with  the  customs  of  warfare,  and  also  to  take  measures  or  lay  down 
rules  regarding  requisitions  which  are  considered  necessary  for  the 
needs  and  sustenance  of  the  burghers  and  forces  of  the  O.F.S.  and 
S.A.R.,  in  the  aforesaid  territory  by  power  vested  in  me  by  the  afore- 
said proclamation,  now  purpose  and  definitely  lay  down  and  bring 
to  the  notice  of  the  public  the  following  rules  and  regulations:  — 

(1.)  In  the  area  with  its  inhabitants  extending  over  the  terri- 
tory at  present  occupied  by  the  O.F.S.  otScers,  burghers, 
and  forces  under  my  command,  comprising  the  aforesaid 
territory,  known  as  Griqualand,  or  which  may  be  occu- 
pied later  on.  Martial  law  of  the  O.F.S.,  No.  10,  1899,  is 
hereby  proclaimed  to  be  applicable  to  every  action  which 
may  tend  to  endanger  the  safety  of  the  burghers  and 
forces  or  in  any  way  to  prove  detrimental  to  them  or  help- 
ful to  the  enemy. 

(2.)  The  martial  law  aforesaid  is  considered'to  be  in  force  over 
the  whole  of  a  division,  district,  or  any  other  administra- 
tive division  as  soon  as  it  (martial  law)  has  been  pro- 
claimed by  placard  or  announcement  (?)  in  any  one  of 
the  communities  forming  a  portion  of  them. 

(3.)  Every  non-member  of  the  British  Army 

(a)  Who  may  serve  the  enemy  as  a  spy ; 

(b)  Who,  when  acting  as  guides,  mislead    or  allure  the 

burghers  of  the  O.F.S.  or  S.A.R. ; 

(c)  Who  may  slay,  murder,  or  plunder  either  the  forces  of 

the  Republics  or  their  followers  or  servants ; 

(d)  Who  may  destroy  bridges  or  do  any  injury  to  tele- 
graph wires,  heliograph  arrangements,  railway  lines, 
or  any  other  parts  of  these,  whereby  the  Republics  may 
be  hindered  or  harm  may  result  to  her  people  and  their 
property,  or  who  may  endeavour  to  restore  or  make 
good  the  damage  done  to  the  property  and  institu- 
tions by  the  Republican    forces,  or  who  may  burn 
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ammunition,  war  material,  or  camping  quarters  of 
the  Eepul)lican  forces,  or  in  any  way  damage  the 
same ; 
(e)  Who  may  talve  up  arms  against  the  forces  of  any  of 
the  aforesaid  Re])ublics,  will,  according  to  the  dis- 
cretion, be  punished  by  a  Council  of  War,  and  by 
death  or  imprisonment  not  exceeding  fifteen  years. 

(4.)  The  person  entrusted  with  the  prosecution  (?)  will  have 
to  see  that  a  Council  of  War  is  established  to  examine 
into  every  case  and  passing  of  sentence. 

(5.)  No  deatii  sentence  will  be  put  into  execuiion  unless 
sanctioned  by  the  State  President  of  the  O.F.S. 

(6.)  All  commandants  or  commanding  officers  of  separate  or 
independent  divisions  have  the  right  to  requisition  for 
that  which  is  necessary  for  the  sustenance  of  the  burghers 
and  forces.  The  requisition  for  other  necessaries  which 
are  considered  indispensable  for  the  use  of  the  forces  can 
only  be  got  on  order  from  the  Head  Commandant.  In 
every  case  nothing  beyond  that  which  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  sustenance  of  the  forces  will  be  demanded 
from  the  inhabitants;  for  all  supplies  if  not  paid  for  in 
cash,  official  receipts  will  be  granted. 

(7.)  I  hereby  further  make  known  that  life  and  property  will 
be  guaranteed  to  all  those  who  place  themselves  mider 
the  protection  of  the  Government  of  the  O.F.S.  and  S.A.R. 
and  their  duly  appointed  officials  or  officers  whose  laws 
and  orders  they  must  carry  out  and  obey. 

(8.)  No  one  who  does  not  take  up  a  hostile  attitude  towards 
the  Republican  Governments,  their  officers  and  officials, 
their  laws  and  regulations,  will  suffer  any  harm. 

(9.)  To  those  who  refuse  to  submit  themselves  permission  is 
hereby  granted  to  leave  the  area  occupied  by  our  forces 
within  fourteen  days. 

(10.)  All  persons  who  have  been  driven  or  who  have  fled  from 
their  farms  and  dwellings,  and  who  now  submit  them- 
selves to  the  regulations'contained  in  this  Proclamation 
will  be  allowed  to  return. 
Given  and  done  by  me  at  Olifantsfontein,  11th  November,  1899. 

(Signed)      C.  J.  WESSELS, 

Head  Commandant. 


NOTICE  OF  APPOINTMENT. 

I,  the  undersigned,  C.  J.  Wessels,  Head  Commandant  of  the 
burgher  forces  of  the  O.F.S.  on  the  Griqualand  West  borders,  do 
hereby  give  notice  to  all  those  whom  it  may  concern  and  to  those 
who  will  see  and  hear  this  read  out,  that  I  have  thought  it  desirable 
to  appoint  and  do  hereby  actually  appoint  Mr.  Johannes  Jacobus 
Morgendaal  as  Magistrate  of  that  division  of  Griqualand  West  at 
present  in  the  militarv  possession  of  the  O.F.S.  and  S.A.R.  troops; 
the  said  Johannes  Jacobus  Morgendaal  to  have  his  seat  of  magis- 
tracy at  Barkly  West,  with  the  jurisdiction  of  an  ordinary  Magis- 
trate, in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  Cape  Colony  extending  over 
the  whole  of  the  above-napied  territory  of  Griqualand  West,  with 
authority  to  act  there  as  Field-cornet  and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  with 
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power  to  arrest  and  to  have  arrested  and  to  punish  and  to  cause  to 
be  punished,  to  administer  and  to  cause  to  be  administered,  to  ap- 
jioint  J.P.'s,  and  to  take  in  hand  and  do  everything  that  may  tend 
to  the  maintenance  of  order  and  the  protection  of  persons  and  pro- 

gerty.  I  consequently  request  and  order  every  inhabitant  of 
riqualand  West  to  render  the  said  Joliannes  Jacobus  Morgendaal 
every  assistance  possible  and  to  be  obedient  to  him  in  the  carrying 
out  of  his  duties. 

(Signed)      C.  J.  WESSELS, 

Head  Commandant. 


PEOCLAMATION. 

To  all  the  Inhabitants  of  Griqualand  West. 

Seeing  that  the  British  territory  known  as  Griqualand  West, 
exclusive  of  the  town  of  Kimberley,  with  an  area  or  circle  of  four 
miles  outside  thereof,  is  at  present  under  martial  law,  and  also  that 
I,  C.  J.  Wessels,  Head  Commandant  of  the  O.F.S.  burgher  force,  have 
thought  it  desirable,  for  the  maintenance  of  order  and  for  the  pro- 
tection of  persons  and  property,  to  appoint  a  Magistrate  over  the  said 
territory,  the  seat  of  his  magistracy  being  at  Barkly  West,  therefore 
I,  C.  J.  Wessels,  again  establish  and  determine  that  the  laws  of  the 
Cape  Colony,  in  so  far  as  not  definitely  recalled  or  modified  by  the 
Proclamation  taking  possession,  dated  the  4th  November,  1899,  or  by 
the  appointment  of  a  Magistrate  at  Barkly  West,  will  remain  in  force 
over  the  whole  extent  of  Griqualand  West,  in  so  far  not  later  altered 
by  me,  and  that  the  said  Magistrate  and  all  the  other  officials  are  re- 
quired to  apply  the  law  and  carry  it  out  as  it  existed  before  the  out- 
break of  the  war. 

(Signed)      C.  J.  WESSELS, 

Head  Commandant. 
Olifantsfontein,  11th  November,  1899. 


PASSPOET. 

Be  it  known  to  all  who  may  see  or  hear  this  read,  that  I,  Jan 
Jordaan,  Commandant  of  the  Winburg  commando  of  the  Orange 
Free  State,  do  hereby  grant  permission  to  L.  M.  Harison,  Esq.,  former- 
ly Civil  Commissioner  of  Barkly  West,  to  proceed  safely  and  undis- 
turbed, together  with  his  horse  and  other  property,  to  Cape  Tov/n, 
and  I  therefore  request  all  officers  of  the  O.F.S.  and  S.A.R.  forces, 
whom  he  may  meet  in  or  without  the  boundaries  of  Griqualand 
West,  to  give  him  a  free  passage,  and  to  supply  him  with  the  neces- 
sary. 

(Signed)  J.  C.  JORDAAN, 
Commandant  of  the  Winburg  Commando, 
Barkly  West,  November  11,  1899. 
Witness : 

Judge  J.  B.  M.  HERTZOG. 
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District  Engineer's  Office,  Naauw  Poort, 

November  'Jnd,  1899. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department, 
Cape  Town. 

STATE  OF  WAR  EXISTING  BETWEEN  THE  IMPERIAL  GOV- 
ERNMENT AND  THE  SOUTH  AFRICAN  AND  ORANGE 
FREE  STATE  REPUBLICS.— REPORT. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, upon  matters  directly  prior  to  and  connected  with  the  out- 
break of  hostilities,  as  follows  in  so  far  as  the  same  relate  to  Klip- 
dam,  Windsorton,  and  the  neighbourhood. 

My  report  will  take  the  form  of  a  narrative  rather  than  a  formal 
statement  of  facts,  as  the  series  of  events  as  they  occur  will  be  the 
more  readily  grasped.      I  arrived  at  Klipdam  and  took  over  my  ofll- 
cial  duties  there  on  the  23rd  June  last.      The  persons  at  the  various 
mining  camps  were  then  in  a  somewhat  unsettled  state  owing  to  a 
general  impression  prevailing  the  community  that  war  must  eventu- 
ally ensue.      Klipdam  then  had  a  population  of  say,  1,000  Europeans 
and  8,000  coloured  and  native  inhabitants;  Windsorton  with  Lower 
Hebron  and  Groot  Kop  numbering  about  700  Europeans  and  7,000  col- 
oured and  native  people,  or  say  all  the  camps  combined,  Europeans, 
1,700,  and  coloured  and  natives,  5,000.  Towards  the  end  of  September, 
the  feeling  of  unrest  became  acute,  and  two  deputations  of  natives, 
numbering  some  30  and  80  respectively,  waited  upon  me  and  informed 
me  their  people  felt  insecure  and  were  troubled  in  mind.    That  they 
were  loyal,  that  they  had  no  longer  any  chiefs  to  give  them  counsel, 
and  that  some  of  the  Dutch  diggers  had  hinted  that  in  a  short  time 
those  amongst  the  tribes  who  did  not  follow  the  Dutch  lead,  would 
find  out  the  mistake  made.      I  assured  them  that  at  the  moment 
there  was  a  prospect  of  a  peaceable  issue,  and  that  they  were  to  re- 
turn to  their  people  and  tell  them  their  interests  would  not  be  over- 
looked by  the  Cape  Government,  that  they  were  to  continue  their 
labour  as  usual,  and  in  the  event  of  any  threats  being  used  towards 
them  by  any  one,  a  report  was  to  be  made  to  me.      I  also  made  it 
known  generally  that  any  interference  with  the  peaceable  native  in- 
habitants would  be  promptly  dealt  with.       Everything  from  that 
time  went  on  much  more  smoothly,  until  a  sudden  withdrawal  of  the 
Cape  Police  took  place,  of  which  1  received  no  previous  notice.   They 
departed  during  the  night,  only  two  footmen  remaining.      The  Euro- 
pean population  then  became  alarmed  as  it  was  apprehended  that 
stores  might  be  looted,  and  other  unlawful  acts  committed  in  the 
camps  and  on  the  farms.      Later  on,  and  after  representations,  some 
special  police  took  the  j)lace  of  the  regular  force,  and  a  feeling  of  re- 
assurance set  in.      I  should  remark  that  at  about  this  time  many 
strangers  were  in  evidence,  and  these  did  not  strike  the  observer,  as 
being  a  desirable  element.      The  Magistrate's  Clerk,  Mr.  Cam])l)ell, 
had  not  up  to  this  period  been  in  occupation  of  his  free  ([uarters, 
which  form  a  part  of  the  public  offices,  and  knowing  as  I  did  the 
isolated  position  of  the  public  buildings,  and  that  they  consisted  of 
.  wood  and  iron,  without  bar  or  bolt,  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  share 
his  room  with  him  as  a  sleeping  place  for  the  better  protection  of 
Government  funds  and  records. 

During  the  first  days  of  October  rumours  of  a  more  or  less  alarm- 
ing and  cruel  nature  began  to  circulate  freely  in  Klipdam  and  neigh- 
bourhood.   I  tried  again  and  again  to  trace  their  origin,  but  only  in 
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one  instance  did  I  succeed  in  getting  information  by  affidavit.  Per- 
hai)s  the  most  brutal  and  wickedly  thought-out  falsehood  of  them 
all  was  a  current  statement  that  the  Dutch  intended  slaughtering  the 
English,  to  afterwards  give  over  their  Avives  and  daughters  to  the 
Kafirs.  It  occurred  to  me  that  should  a  report  like  this  reach  native 
ears,  the  jirospect  might  induce  a  few,  although  I  strongly  doubted  it, 
to  waver  in  their  determination  to  remain  loyal.  It  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  the  coloured  ])opulation  here  consists  of  Cape  iJoys 
and  Hottentots,  Bosjeman-Hottentots,  Batlapins,  Shangaans,  Basu- 
tos,  Tambookies,  Eastern  Province  Kafirs,  Coolies,  and  a  few  Mozam- 
biques. 

I  then  made  it  known  that  I  would  require  every  person,  upon 
hearing  reports  of  a  similar  nature,  to  make  affidavit  giving  the  name 
of  his  informant,  and  the  effect  was  very  marked.      The  feeling  of 
restlessness,  however,  continued,  and  the  leading  inhabitants  con- 
sidered it  time  to  ap])roach  the  Government  with  a  view  to  provid- 
ing means  for  the  defence  of  all  the  mining  camps,  including  Wind- 
sopton;  I  was,  however,  given  to  understand  that  Government  was 
not  in  accord  with  the  resolution  passed.      Thus  the  existing  slate 
of  affairs  continued  until  14th  October,  when,  for  the  first  tin.e,  I 
learnt  upon  good  authority,  that  a  commando  of  Free  State  Boers 
had  formed  laager  at  Erasmus  farm,  to  the  east  of  Windsorton  Road 
stvition,  and  just  within  Free  State  territory.  I  proceeded  to  "Windsor- 
ton  Road  and  obtained  confirmation  of  the  report,  and  from  Mr.  Ii*vin, 
the  Railway  Station  Master,  learnt  that  he  had  issued  notices  to  the 
various  merchants  that  any  goods  not  taken  delivery  of  by  the  fol- 
lowing (Sunday)  evening,  would  l^e  re-trucked  for  Kimberley  to 
avoid  possible  looting  by  enemies.      Upon  my  return  to  Klipdam  I 
found  that  the  coloured  driver  of  the  merchants'  transport  wagons 
had  l^ecome  scared,  and  refused  to  again  proceed  to  the  station. 
Volunteers  were  then  called  for,  and  most  of  Wakeford's  employees 
offered  to  proceed  and  obtain  the  merchandise,  Mr.  Kieser  (Wake- 
ford's  manager)  accompanying  them.      The  transport  started  early 
on  Sunday  morning,  and  the  news  I  received  shortly  before  noon 
was  to  the  effect  that  the  whole  of  the  persons,  some  10  in  all,  had 
been  made  prisoners,  and  the  vehicles  taken  by  a  Boer  commando, 
who  had  seized  the  railway  station  and  line  and  had  made  prisoners 
of  the  entire  station  staff.       I  at  once  requested  Mr.  Bo3^es,  Post 
Master,  to  call  Kiml)erley  and  Warrenton,  but  found     telegraphic 
communication  cut  north  and  south,  which  put  me  also  out  of  touch 
with  West  Barkly.      The  road  to  Barkly  was,  however,  still  open, 
and  I  determined  to  divert  the  post  to  that  route.       The  news  of 
the  arrest  of  the  men  and  wagons  unsettled  the  entire  neighl^ourhood, 
and  it  was  difficult  to  allay  excitement.      That  night  about  10  o'cloclc 
some  400  natives  waited  upon  me,  craving  protection  from  the  pre- 
sent danger.      After  assuring  them  that  they  had  nothing  to  fear  if 
they  remained  quiet,  I  called  for  volunteers  who,  without  recom- 
pense, would  assist  in  keeping  watch  outside  the  town  and  locations, 
spread  out  about  four  miles  beyond  the  camps,  so  that  timely  warn- 
ing of  the  possible  approach  of  the  enemy  might  be  given.'     They 
responded  to  a  man.      I  then  made  selection  of  the  most  suitable, 
many  being  mounted,  and  there  then  arrived  some  40  Cape  Boys, 
who  also  offered  their  services  for  the  same  purpose.      I  had  seven 
special  police,  and  these  I  placed  as  an  inner  guard,  throwing  out  the 
Cape  Boys  as  an  intermediate,  and  the  natives  in  an  outside  ex- 
tended line,  making  my  sleeping  room  the  intelligence  centre.    This 
guard  was  continued  from  8  p.m.  until  5  a.m.  regularlv  until  20th. 
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After  some  days  detention  l)y  the  Boer  commando  of  the  persons 
at  Windsorton  Road  station,  all,  cxecplinL;  thv  station  master,  Trvin, 
were  released.  *        Kliixlam,  h;is  tatvcn  allidavits  from  two  of 

the  released  prisoners,  that  they  observed  a  number  of  armed  natives 
with  this  commando,  at  llie  Windsorton  Road  railway  station.  On  the 
morning  of  Monday,  16th  October,  a  rejjort  reache(rme  that  a  largo 
armed  force  was  making  for  the  town  from  the  direction  of  Fourteen 
Streams,  which  I  later  discovered  to  be  Inspector  Snow's  force  of 
Cape  Police,  withdrawn  from  that  i)lace  and  accompanied  by  wagons 
containing  guns,  ammunition,  native  women  and  children,  also 
carts  conveying  Europeans.  The  party  halted  at  Klipdam  to  rest, 
and  provender  horses  and  cattle,  as  well  as  to  refresh  the  tired 
travellers.  ■  My  request  to  the  hotel-keeper  to  guard  against  supply- 
ing more  drink  than  the  actual  necessities  of  the  case  demanded 
was  chceriuUy  followed,  and  I  personally  visited  every  licensed 
house  and  am  pleased  to  report  that  no  man  had  more  than  was 
absolutely  needed  for  his  immediate  refreshment.  It  was  then 
found  that  the  oxen  drawing  the  wagons  commandeered  for  the  guns 
and  ammunition  were  footsore  and  too  exhausted  to  proceed  further, 
and  it  was  determined  in  consultation  with  Mr.  Adams,  special  J. P. 
(who  accompanied  the  column)  and  Inspector  Snow,  to  if  possible 
hire  a  train  of  mules,  with  suitable  wagon  to  convey  the  ammuni- 
tion, and  a  fresh  team  of  oxen  for  the  wagon  containing  the  guns, 
etc.  Wakeford  refused  to  hire  mules,  as  he  was  badly  wanting 
them  for  transport  of  supplies  to  his  branch  business,  his  only  team 
was  already  on  the  road  to  Longlands  with  a  load  of  provisions,  an 
express  was  despatched  to  intercept  and  return  it,  and  upon  arrival, 
Mr.  Adams,  sworn  valuator,  appraised  the  lot,  and  at  his  valuation  I 
purchased  the  team  of  12  with  harness  and  wagon  complete  and  in 
sound  condition  for  £400,  and  instructed  Inspector  Snow  to  hand 
same  over  to  Imperial  Authorities  upon  his  arrival  in  Kimberley, 
at  the  same  time  informing  the  officer  commanding  the  forces  in 
Kimberley,  by  letter,  of  wdiat  I  had  found  it  necessary  to  do.  I  then 
saw  Mr.  Charles  M.  Honey,  J. P.,  and  from  him  hired  16  oxen,  then 
on  his  farm  about  seven  miles  from  Klipdam  and  on  the  line  of  route 
to  be  taken  by  the  column.  The  one  wagon  was  then  drawn  along 
the  road  until  opposite  his  farm,  he  proceeding  ahead  on  horseback 
to  collect  the  span,  cut  his  fence,  and  have  them  ready  to  attach  to  the 
wagon  upon  its  arrival,  himself  taking  charge  of  the  tired  animals; 
a  fair  price  was  fixed  for  the  hire,  and  in  the  event  of  the  Military 
Authorities  electing  to  keep  them,  they  were  to  be  taken  over  at 
valuation.  They  were  fat  slaughter  stock.  The  arrangement  of 
getting  the  Government  property  through  proceeded  without  any 
hitch.  In  this  manner  the  column  and  equipment  managed  to  reach 
Kimberley  safely. 

Early  on  the  following  morning  I  received  information  that  a 
commando  of  armed  Boers  had  been  seen  coming  from  the  direction 
of  Fourteen  Streams,  and  I  naturally  concluded  that  it  must  be  the 
enemy  in  pursuit.  It,  however,  proved  to  be  Insi)ector  Toy's  column 
of  Cape  Police  withdrawn  from  Taungs,  and  of  whose  welfare  fears 
were  entertained.  Some  unauthorised  ])erson,  so  I  ascertained 
later,  had  warned  this  column  to  avoid  Klipdam,  and  I  saw  these 
poor  fellows  skirting  the  place,  about  three  miles  distant  through 
rough  veldt  and  bush,  and  pushing  on  in  the  direction  of  Thorn 
Grove  to  the  westward.  I  learnt  later  that  they  crossed  the  Vaal 
River  a  long  distance  south  of  West  Barkly,  and  eventually  reached 
Kimberley.  I  now  come  to  the  eventful  morning  of  20th.  At  an 
early  hour,  warning,  with  some  semblance  of  truth,  reached  me  of 
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the  approach  of  a  Boer  commando,  but  even  this  information  had 
an  clement  of  exaggeration  in  it,  my  informant  stating  that  they  (the 
Boers)  were  as  numerous  as  a  colony  of  ants.      I  called  together  a 
few  natives  and  directed  them  to  tell  their  people  to  remain  quietly 
at  their  houses,  or  to  continue  their  employment.      I  also  advised  the 
Europeans  not  to  be  alarmed,  and  in  no  case  to  make  any  movement 
or  any  sort  of  demonstration.     I  also  asked  the  hotel-keepers  to  close 
their' bars,  which  they  readily  did,  consequently     quiet     reigned 
throughout  the  entire  camp.    "At  about  11  a.m.  the  Postmaster  on 
the  look-out  informed  me  of  the  advance  of  a  body  of  mounted  men 
from  the  direction  of  Fourteen  Streams;  when  I  observed  them  they 
were  about  fifteen  minutes  ride  from  town.  I  was  satisfied  that  they 
were  a  commando  of  Boers,  and  I  directed       *       Cape  Police  to  ride 
out  in  plain  clothes,  reconnoitre,  and  if  he  came  up  with  them  to  ask 
the  meaning  of  their  presence  ;  about  fifteen  minutes  later  he  return- 
ed accompanied  by  an  armed  Boer  named       *      ,  who  was  carrying 
a  white  handkerchief  on  a  twig,  and  a  local  farmer.      They  rode  uyi 
to  my  office  and       *       handed  me  a  paper,  Annexure  "A,"  and  de- 
manded my  reply  in  w^riting.      I  wrote  my  answer,  Annexure  "B," 
and  gave  liim  to  understancl  that  if  the  terms  w^ere  not  acceptable, 
the  Commandant  was  not  to  bring  in  his  men,  but  that  if  necessary, 
I  would  come  and  hold  a  parley  with  him.    Immediately  after      * 
departure.  Inspector  Blyth  arrived  from  West  Barkly,  and  we  ar- 
ranged that  he  should  return  at  once,  taking  the  few  specials  with 
him,  and  leaving  only        *        with  me;  I  then  proceeded  to  the 
end  of  the  camp  and  waited.      Then  I  observed  the  commando  riding 
in,  and  concluded,  although  the  situation  was  novel,  that  the  terms 
had  been  accepted.      I  think  the  victorious  generally  dictate  their 
OAvn  terms.      I  felt,  however,  that  the  position  I  had  taken  up  must, 
if  possible,  be  maintained,  otherwise  the  inhabitants  might  feel  in- 
secure in  both  person  and  property.      After  a  formal  salutation,  I 
was  informed  that  the  matter  of  the  surrender  w^ould  have  to  be  dis- 
cussed, and  I  selected  Wakeford's  office  for  that  purpose.         The 
persons  present  were  D.  H.  Scholtz,  in  command,  D.  Scholtz,  Gert 
Burger,  Member  Transvaal  Eaad,  K.  T.  van  der  Heeven,  predikant 
and  member  Transvaal  Raad,  and  one  other  Transvaa'er,  with  my- 
self.     Without  retailing  all  that  passed,  I  was  informed  that  they 
intended  hoisting  the  Transvaal  flag,  w^ould  call  a  council  of  war, 
decide  upon  the  terms  of  surrender,  and  let  me  know  next  day.  My 
answer  was  simple,  I  said  "You  know  my  terms,  and  that  you  were 
not  to  enter  unless  you  accepted  them.      Is  your  first  invasion  into 
Colonial  territory  to  be  heralded  by  a  Ijreach'of  agreement?"     They 
conferred,  and  without  more  ado  I).  H.  Scholtz  signed.      There  are 
two  originals  of  the  Deed,  one  of  which  I  hold.      The  commando 
numbered  about  150,  and  I  w^as  shocked  to  observe  14  of  our  own 
farmers  actively  engaged  in  assisting  in  the  surrender  of  the  place, 
one  of  whom  had  threatened  only  a  few  days  previously,  to  shoot 
me  because  I  had  declined  to  grant  him  a  permit  for  cartridges.  The 
commando  then  repaired  to  the  public  offices,  and  there  demanded 
my  keys,  inspected  and  counted  my  cash  and  other  valuables,  con- 
sisting of  diamonds  as  exhibits  in  "cases  under  the  Diamond  Trade 
Act,  and  generally  took  possession  of  all  Government  property.      I 
demurred  at  being  dispossessed  of  my  keys,  excusing  myself  by  stat- 
ing that  I  was  from  my  point  of  view  responsible  to  the  Cape  Gov- 
ernment for  everything  entrusted  to  my  keeping.      I  was  then  in- 
formed that  a  Transvaal  Landdrost  would  arrive  within  a  day  or 
two,  and  upon  my  pledging  my  word  of  honour  that  I  would  not  at- 
tempt departure  from  Klipdam  until  he  appeared,  I  was  permitted 
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to  keep  the  safe  and  contents  under  mv  control,  subject  always  to  a 
sentry  being  at  the  office  in  view  of  nie!  1  had  managed  to  get  £240 
through  to  Ivimberley,  via  Barklv  West,  as  a  remittance  on  the  pre- 
vious day,  which  fact  I  thought  it  well  to  keep  to  myself.  A  llag- 
staff  was  then  obtained  fronrthe  ofhce  of  an  al)sent  diamond  buyer 
and  planted  in  front  of  the  Court  House,  and  the  Transvaal  flag 
hoisted. 

As  chairman  of  the  Diggers'  Hospital  1  begged  them  to  iil)stain 
from  any  noisy  demonstration,  as  two  children  of  Dutch  extraction 
were  in  a  dying  state  in  the  hospital  a  few  yanls  disfanf .  The  flag  was 
hoisted  in  silence  (one  of  the  children  died" two  days  later).  They  then 
cut  the  telegraph  wires  connecting  Klipdam  with"  Windsorlon."  Later 
on  I  was  informed  that  Windsorton  would  Ije  invested  on  th(>  mor- 
row, and  I  asked  that  my  parole  might  be  extended  to  that  place, 
so  that  I  might  see  the  inhabitants  and  ascertain  their  views.  I  at 
once  proceeded  to  Windsorton,  met        *  *  *        and  some 

others,  related  the  terms  of  the  surrender  of  Klipdam,  and  it  was 
unanimously  agreed  that  Windsorton  being  without  any  means  of 
defence  surrender  upon  the  same  conditions.  As  I  returned  to 
Klipdam  I  noticed  Boer  scouts  hunting  in  every  hole  and  corner  of 
the  claims  for  possible  armed  stowaways,  of  whom,  however,  there 
was  not  one.  That  night  about  60  men  slept  and  double  sentries 
guarded  around  my  bedroom.  So  soon  as  the  commando  had  taken 
possession  of  the  Divisional  Courts,  Offices,  and  Eesidency,  they 
seized  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Office,  but  beyond  inspecting  the 
stock  of  stamps,  found  only  10s.  5d.  in  coin.  They  then  locked  the 
postmaster  out  of  the  building,  and  he  did  not  again  obtain  access 
until  26th,  and  then  only  for  a  few  moments.  On  the  night  of  the 
20th,  as  I  was  about  to  enter  my  room,  one  of  the  commando  pushed 
the  muzzle  of  his  rifle  against  my  breast  and  called  on  me  to  stand. 
I  complained  next  morning  to  the  Commandant,  and  he  expressed 
his  regret  at  the  occurrence.  I  was  later  on  denied  access  to  my 
apartments  in  broad  day  by  two  sentries,  who  allowed  me  to  get  very 
wet.  There  was  a  hail  and  rain  storm  at  the  time,  when  Mr.  K.  T. 
van  der  Heever  removed  them  and  allowed  me  to  pass  offering  ex- 
cuses for  the  act  on  the  ground  that  the  men  were  very  ignorant, 
beyond  these  two  instances  I  suffered  no  indignity  at  the  hands  of 
this  commando.  I  took  possession  of  a  Cape  Police  horse  for  my 
own  use  in  case  of  need,  and  this  was  stolen  from  me  three  times 
by  men  of  the  commando,  but  was  each  time  ordered  to  l)e  restored 
to  me  by  the  Commandant  Scholtz.  Two  other  Cape  Police  horses 
in  the  barrack  stables  were,  however,  taken  away,  as  well  as  some  pri- 
vate effects  belonging  to  the  police.  No  instance  of  looting  of  private 
property  in  private  dwellings,  however,  took  place. 

On  "Saturday  21st  I  proceeded  at  7  a.m.  for  Windsorton,  and 
when  the  comm'ando  arrived,  Annexure  "  C  "  was  presented.  The 
terms  Annexure  "  D,"  were  agreed  to  and  signed,  and  the  commando 
then  hoisted  the  Transvaal  flag.  The  public  buildings  were  then 
taken  over,  there  was  not  any  money,  and  there  were  no  valualiles 
beyond  records.  The  Post  Office  was  also  taken  possession  of.  Gert 
Burger  addressed  the  people,  telling  them  they  were  wise  to  surren- 
der,'as  by  so  doing  the  shedding  of  blood  had  been  avoided.  I  asked 
them  to  proceed  to  their  various  duties  and  homes,  as  if  nothing 
had  happened,  and  they  dispersed  peaceably.  Gert  Burger  then 
visited  the  hotel  which  had  l)een  closed  at  my  request,  and  address- 
ing the  manager,  stated  that  if  he  disposed  of  a  drop  of  liquor  even 
to  a  regular  boarder,  he  would  be  fined  £600,  and  all  his  property  con- 
fiscated.     I  returned  to  Klipdam  and  found  the  police  barracks 
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ontiivly  in  the  haiuls  of  the  commando.      On  the  morning  of  the 
22ncl  I  visited  the  gaol,  and  found  that  it  had  been  taken  over  by 
the    Commandant,    and    that    a    stand    of    arms    together    with 
the  ammunition  which  had  remained  here  from  the  date  of  the  Lang- 
ber'-v  Rebelhon,  had  been  discovered  by  the  commando  and  seized. 
There  were  at  the  time  of  the  entry  of  the  commando  into  Khpdam, 
six  persons  in  gaol  awaiting  trial  for  assault,  housolu'eaking,  and  of- 
fences under  the  Diamond  Trade  Law;  these  men  complained  to  me 
of  the  treatment  they  received  at  the  hands  of  the  commando ;  on  the 
following  (Monday) "morning  I  made  representations  to  the  leaders  of 
the  commando,  pointing  out  that  the  accused  were    men  awaiting 
trial,  that  they  had  not  committed  any  offences  against  the  Trans- 
vaal' State,  and  should  not  be  compelled  to  do  w^ork  for  the  com- 
mando.     As  a  result  of  my  representations  the  prisoners  were    put 
out  of  gaol,  see  Annexura  "  E,"  and  the  roads  being  blocked  and  all 
commimication  cut  off,  I  did  what  I  considered  most  humane  and 
just  under  the  circumstances  in  releasing  them  upon  their  own 
recognisances  to  appear  to  answer,  the  charges  against  them  at  any 
time'' within  six  months.      Mr.  Mallet,  the  lock-up  keeper,  requested 
leave  of  absence  for  the  19th,  and  an  active  man  (Holmes)  was  put 
in  his  place.      Mr.  Mallet  never  returned  to  his  duties  or  reported 
himself  to  me  up  to  the  date  of  my  leaving.      Sunday,  22nd,  was  like 
a  fair  day,  riders  8.nd  persons  in  carts  swarming  about  the  public 
offices  and  residency  which  had  been  converted  into  a  Boer  camp. 
Local  farmers  with  their  wives  and  families,  together  with  Klipdam 
residents  (a  few)  greeting  and  conversing  with  the  invaders,  which 
fact,  coupled  with  what'l  had  already  witnessed  and  what  was  to 
follow,  satisfied  me  that  the  Klipdam  portion  of  West  Griqualanti 
(country  area)  teems  with  disloyalty,  and  before  this  commando  de- 
parted, only  to  be  immediately  followed  by  a  more  powerful  body, 
many  recruits,  some  say  about  a  100,  including  deserters  or  dis- 
charged men  from  the  Cape  Police,  had  joined.      Another  difficulty 
presented  itself  about  this  time.      The  Superintendent  of  the  Scurvy 
Hospital  reported  to  me  that  the  patients  were  becoming  very  rest- 
less and  frightened  at  the  presence  of  the  armed  Boers.     I  visited  the 
wards  and  endeavoured  to  pacify  the  sick  people,  but  found  it  useless, 
and  it  was  observable  that  continued  fear  would  not  assist  their 
progress  tov/ards  recovery.      Tavo  had  died  somewhat  unexpectedly, 
and  one  had  lost  his  reason.      The  lime  juice  was  exhausted,  all  sup- 
plies from  outside  were  cut  off,  and  no  vegetables  could  be  obtained. 
I  conferred  with  the  District  Surgeon,  and  we  ultimately  met  the 
leaders  of  the  commando.      It  was  agreed  that  owing  to  existing  cir- 
cumstances nothing  more  was  possible  at  the  hospital  than     the 
friends  of  the  patients  could  do  for  them  at  home,  and  such  as  could 
leave  and  wished  to  do  so,  should  be  a^llowed  to  depart.  There  were 
about  65  in  the  hospital,  and  all  but  15,  and  these  were  quite  unfit 
to  be  moved,  left.      It  is  unpleasant  to  dwell  upon  the  probable  mor- 
tality which  will  overtake  these  persons,  for  shortly  after  they  de- 
parted a  violent  and  quite  unexpected  hail  and  rain  storm  drenched 
ihcm,  and  I  was  powerless  to  give  them  shelter  or  assistance. 

On  the  same  day  (Monday  23rd)  the  Boers  moved  their  camp 
towards  Windsorton,  see  Annexure  "F,"  and  I  went  to  Windsorton 
with  the  document  to  prevent  any  uneasiness  amongst  the  Europ- 
eans or  natives.  That  night  pickets  were  posted  round  the  outskirts 
of  Klipdam,  and  the  public  offices  appeared  to  have  been  forgotten, 
or  else  the  sentries  were  in  hiding.  Be  that  as  it  may,  *  re- 
ported to  me  between  9  and  10  that  night,  that  the  Transvaal  flag 
was  missing,  and  later  on,  that  he  was  certain  it  had  been  cut  down. 
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This  caused  me  more  anxiety  than  anything-  whicli  had  transpired 
since  thy  invasion,  as  it  was  simply  tempting  the  invaders  to  com- 
mit acts  which  I  had  striven  to  prevent.  It  was,  however,  arranged 
that  *  ,  with  *  and  *  ,  should  ride  into  the  Boer 
camp  at  daybreak,  and  tell  the  Commandant  that  as  the  flag  was  no 
longer  there,  it  was  concluded  that  he  had  caused  it  to  be  removed, 
and  had  during  the  night  departed  with  his  men.  The  Comman- 
dant was  very  wrath,  and  appeared  anxious  to  at  once  follow  up  the 
matter.  They  did  not,  however,  interview  me ;  I  heard  incidentally 
that  they  were  on  the  spoor  of  the  persons.  That  afternoon  the  flag 
was  observed  by  a  lady  as  she  v/as  passing  the  enclosure  of  an  un- 
occupied dwelling,  and  I  sent  Mr.  Camjibell  to  tell  the  Commandant 
where  the  flag  was,  and  that  his  men  could  take  possession  of  it. 
-L^ater  on  about  50  of  the  commando  came  up,  repossessed  themselves 
of  the  flag,  and  re-hoisted  it.  During  Tuesday  24th,  commando  sent 
several  small  detachments  through  the  locations  to  the  terror  of  the 
natives,  and  causing  them  to  leave  in  numbers  hurriedly,  and  ap- 
parently without  any  fixed  destination.  During  the  night  report 
was  brought  in  that  the  commando  was  withdrawing  in  a  northerly 
direction,  and  I  hoped  that  this  was  the  last  we  would  see  of  an 
armed  Boer  force  for  a  period ;  the  next  day  (25th)  hovv^ever,  had  not 
closed  in  when  it  was  found  that  a  commando  of  1,500  had  camped 
at  Thorn  Grove,  some  four  miles  from  Klipdam.  The  commando 
surgeon.  Dr.  van  Niekerk,  together  with  the  Commandant's  Secre- 
tary Ludolf,  came  into  town  and  remained  for  the  night  at  the  hotel, 
and  at  noon  on  the  following  day  (26th)  Commandant  de  Beer,  with 
*  fame,  the  staff,  and  an  escort  of  some  400  armed  and 

mounted  Boers  invested  the  place,  and  ranged  up  at  the  public  offices 
after  a  proclamation,  signed  by  Gommanda.nt  General  Joul)ert,  dated 
at  Newcastle,  had  been  read.  Commandant  De  Beer  miade  it  known 
that  everv  person  being  an  absentee,  and  having  property  of  any  sort 
in  Klipdam  would  be' treated  as  an  enemy,  and  his  properly  forth- 
with confiscated.  I  thought  this  sounded  like  a  signal  to  loot,  and 
I  strongly  protested  against  the  enforcement  of  such  a  manifestly 
unjust  measure.  The  result  was  that  the  utterance  was  practically 
withdrawn.  There  were  about  300  of  the  townspeople  present,  and 
De  Beer,  turning  to  me,  said  "  You  have  surrendered  yourself ;  if  you 
or  any  of  your  staff  are  found  meddling  in  any  political  matter,  or  if 
it  is  brought  to  mv  notice  that  any  of  you  say  or  do  anything  against 
the  interests  of  the  South  African  Eepublic  you  will  be  dealt  with 
according  to  Martial  Law,  without  clemency."  I  informed  the 
speaker  that  officers  of  the  Cape  Civil  Service  were  by  the  rules  of 
service  debarred  from  interfering  in  political  matter.  He  then, 
before  the  assembly  of  persons,  demanded  of  me  my  keys,  appointed 
his  secretary  with '  *  and  two  others  to  take  over  everything  in 
the  offices,  and  in  this  manner  divested  me  of  everything  I  hail  offi- 
cial charge  of.  As  there  was  nothing  more  for  me  to  do,  I  asked  that 
the  staft'  and  myself  might  be  granted  a  safe  conduct  or  passport,  but 
he  would  not  allow  either.  'Without  any  officia.1  v/hom  I  could 
consult,  with  roads  barred,  and  with  postal  and  telegraphic  com- 
munication cut  off,  I  could  only  then  realise  the  hopeless  isolation 
of  our  position.  Towards  night  a  hint  from  a  quarter  least  expected 
reached  me,  and  I  was  advised  if  my  party  and  myself  valued  our  li- 
bertv  to  depart  that  night,  or  at  the  latest  at  dawn  the  following  lay. 
One"  exit  was  without"  patrols  or  sentries,  and  those  who  so  lo/ally 
stood  by  me  in  this  period  of  trouble,  Messrs.  Campbell,  Boyes  and 
Poyntoh  passed  Avith  me  at  davlight  through  the  gate  on  the  Ba.rkly 
West  Road,  and  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Boers.     The  Digger's  Hos- 
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pilal  was  on  the  evening  of  Thursday,  26th,  taken  over  in  a  very  per- 
functory way.  by  the  Commandant's  staff  and  a  promise  made  that 
the  phice  would"  be  provisioned  with  supplies  to  be  at  once  requisi- 
tii)ned  from  Pretoria.  All  diamond  digging  is  practically  at  a 
standstill,  as  an  exodus  of  natives  has  set  in,  they  preferring  to  flee 
rather  than  be  subject  to  Transvaal  rule.  While  I  fear  unless  relief 
speetlily  arrives,  some  amongst  the  few  waverers  will  be  driven  by 
want  to  cast  off  their  loyalty.  The  diggers  of  British  extraction, 
however,  informed  me  that  no  matter  what  the  outcome,  they  were 
resolved  to  remain  firm  and  true  to  the  Government  they  have 
hitherto  lived  under.  Of  the  loyal  and  unarmed  people,  without 
reference  to  race  or  colour,  I  cannot  write  in  too  high  praise,  and  I 
will  only  sum  up  my  opinion  of  them  in  these  words,  that  they  have, 
through  all  this  trouble  and  danger,  proved  themselves  law-abiding, 
trusty,  ready  and  obedient.  They  have  been  humiliated  but  not  dis- 
graced. As*  I  had  no  opportunity  for  writing  this  report  at  Klip- 
dam,  or  West  Barkly,  it  was  understood  between  the  Civil  Commis- 
sioner (Mr.  Harisonj  and  myself  that  I  could  submit  it  direct.  For 
the  information  of  the  Superintendent-General  of  Education,  I  must 
state  that  I  advised  the  school  principal,  Mr.  Maclatchie,  to  suspend 
school  work  for  the  present.  I  did  this  after  very  careful  considera- 
tion so  that  if  Ijlame  attached  to  anyone  I  am  prepared  to  accept  en- 
tire responsibility. 

The  proclamations  issued  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor  and 
the  military  authorities  w^ere  torn  down  wherever  exposed  out  of 
doors.  My  movements  in  office  after  the  Boer  occupation  were  na- 
turally regarded  with  suspicion,  but  I  succeeded  in  bringing  with 
me  all  current  vouchers  and  records  of  cash  transactions,  so  that  I 
can  furnish  an  accurate  account  of  all  cash  transactions  from  1st  to 
20th  Octolier.  The  cash  books  I  could  not  get  possession  of.  The 
safe  and  other  keys  were  taken  away  by  the  Commandant's  secre- 
tary. I  have  however  a  list  of  the  l)ooks  in  the  safe  at  the  time  I 
Avas  finally  put  out  of  office. 

I  have,  etc., 
(Signed)  ALFRED  C.  HARMSWORTH. 


Annexure  "A." 

Aan  den  Magistraat  van  Klipdam. 

Wei.  Ed.  Heer, — Als  bevelvoerende  officier  van  de  Z.A.R.  vraag 
ik  u  of  gy  de  plaats  Klipdam,  met  alles  ertoe  behoorende  wilt  over- 
geven  of  niet?      Antw^oord  dadelyk. 

(Signed)  D.  H.  SCHOLTZ. 

No  date,  but  presented  20th  October,  1899. 

(Signed)  ALF.  HARMSWORTH. 


Translation. 

To  the  Magistrate  of  Klipdam. 

Dear  Sir,— As  an  authorised  officer  of  the  S.A.R.,  I  ask  you  if  you 
will  hand  over  the  place  Klipdam,  with  everything  belonging  to  it, 
or  not?    Reply  immediately. 

(Signed)  D.  H.  SCHOLTZ. 
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Annexiire  "  B." 

I,  Alfred  Charles  Harmsworth,  Assistant  Resident  Mayistrate, 
stationed  at  Klipdam,  having;-  had  put  into  my  hands  under  a  Ha^-  of 
truce  a  demand  signed  D.  H.  Scholtz,  for  aiid  on  behalf  of  a  com- 
mando of  armed  burghers  for  the  unconditional  surrender  of  Klip- 
dam, under  my  jurisdiction,  do  hereby  and  in  terms  of  the  said  de- 
mand, and  as  far  as  I  may  lawfully' do,  Klipdam  being  unarmed 
and  not  having  made  any  sort  of  pretence  at  and  for  its  defence,  sur- 
render unto  the  said  armed  force,  upon  the  following  express  condi- 
tions. 

Namely  :  That  the  lives  and  the  property  of  the  peaceable  citi- 
zens of  this  place  may  be  respected  and  held  sacred,  according  to  the 
usages  of  civilised  nations. 

(Signed)  ALF.  HARMSWORTH. 

Assistant  R.M. 

As  witness  at  Klipdam  this  20th  October,  1899. 

(Signed)  A.  P.  S.  CAMPBELL, 

R.M.  Clerk. 

This  done  and  agreed  to  by  us,  in  Wakeford's  store,  this  120lh 
October,  1899. 

(Signed)  D.  H.  SCHOLTZ. 
(Signed)  ALFRED  C.  HARMSWORTH. 


Annexure  "  C." 

Aan  den  Magistraat  van  Hebron. 

Wei.  Ed.  Heer, — Als  bevelvoerende  otficier  van  de  Z.A.R.  vraag 
ik  u  of  gy  de  plaats  Heln'on  met  alles  wat  ertoe  behoort  overgeeft,  of 
niet.    Antwoord  dadelyk. 

(Signed)  D.  H.  SCHOLTZ. 

No  date,  but  presented  on  the  21si;  October,  1899. 

(Signed)  ALF.  HARMSAVORTH. 
Purport  similar  to  annexure  "  A." 


Annexure  "  D." 
Know  all  men  : 

That  by  and  with  the  approval  of  the  people  of  Windsorton,  for- 
merly Hebron,  I,  Alfred  Charles  Harmsworth,  Assistant  Resident 
Magistrate  for  the  district  of  West  Barkly,  but  stationed  at  Klipdam, 
and  exercising  jurisdiction  at  Windsorton  aforesaid,  having  had  put 
into  my  hands  a  demand  signed  D.  K  Scholtz,  for  and  on  l)ehalf  of 
an  arnied  commando  of  Boers  for  the  immediate  and  unconditional 
surrender  unto  them  of  the  place  Windsorton  aforesaid,  do  hereby, 
and  as  far  as  I  may  lawfully  do— Windsorton  being  unarmed,  and 
not  having  made  any  sort  of  pretence,  or  attem]5t  at  and  for  its  de- 
fence, surrender  unto  the  said  armed  Boer  force  or  commando,  upon 
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the  following  express  conditions  :  Namely  :  That  the  lives  and  the 
property  of  the  citizens  of  this  place  shall  be  respected  and  held  in- 
violate and  sacred  according  to  the  usages  of  civilised  nations. 

(Signed)  ALFEED  C.  HARMSWORTH, 
Assistant  Resident  Magistrate. 

As  witness  tliis  21st  dav  of  October,  1899. 

(Signed)  P.  F.  WINDSOR. 

This  done,  read,  and  agreed  to  between  us  in  the  store  of  Wind- 
sor and  Co.,  at  Windsorton,  this  21st  October,  1899. 

(Signed)  ALFRED  C.  HARMSWORTH. 
(Signed)  D.  H.  SCHOLTZ. 

Witness :  (Signed)  K.  T.  V.  D.  HEEVER. 


Annexure  "^." 

Klipdam,  23rd  October,  1899. 

A.  Behyrens,  Esq.,  Hebron. 

The  former  Issuer  of  Process,  Windsorton. 

Make  known  to  all  men  that  the  Boer  commando  is  removing 
its  camp  to  near  by  the  Vaal  River  not  far  distant  from  Hebron,  as 
the  troop  horses  are  faring  badly  here,  for  grazing  and  water. 

The  inhal)itants  have  not  anything  to  fear. 

The  patrols  will  move  to  and  fro  day  and  night  between  the  new 
camp  and  Klipdam. 

(Signed)  D.  H.  SCHOLTZ. 
(Signed)  ALFRED  C.  HARMSWORTH. 


Annexure  "  F." 

To  the  former  Assistant  Resident  Magistrate  of  Klipdam. 

Know  you  that  by  these  presents  that  upon  the  Boer  commando 
taking  over  the  Klipdam  lock-up,  it  has  1)een  discovered  that  there 
are  six  prisoners  detained  therein  who  have  not  committed  any 
crimes  or  offences  against  the  South  African  Republic,  and  who  so 
far  as  can  be  ascertained  have  not  been  tried  or  sentenced  and  are 
detained  in  the  said  lock-up  to  await  their  trial. 

These  are  now  to  inform  you  that  the  said  six  accused  and  de- 
tained persons  will  be  liberated  this  day  for  you  to  afterwards  deal 
with  as  you  may  see  fit. 

(Signed)  D.  H.  SCHOLTZ. 
Klipdam,23r(l  October,  1899. 
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Office  of  the  Civil  Commissioner,  Barkly  West,  9tli  July,  1900. 
D.8/378/00. 
The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department,  Cape  Town. 

CONDITION  OF  DIVISION  DUliING  REPUBLICAN  INVASION. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  your  telegram  No.  3,150  of  the  2nd  in- 
stant requesting  me  to  report  on  the  general  slate  of  this  Division 
during  the  time  it  was  in  the  actual  occujiation  of  the  Queen's  ene- 
mies, I  may  premise  by  inviting  your  attention  to  the  copies  of  the 
proclamations  and  notices  attached  hereto  which  were  read  out  in 
my  presence  by  the  Republican  officials,  on  the  11th  November  last, 
when  this  division  was  formally  taken  possession  of  by  the  Re- 
publics. 

These  may  be  useful  as  showing  the  declared  intentions  of  the 
invaders. 

One  of  the  first  steps  of  the  Republican  Landdrost  or  Magistrate 
as  he  styled  himself,  was  the  appointment  of  certain  of  the  residents 
of  the  division  as  Justices  of  the  Peace  and  Field-cornets,  and  there 
seems  to  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  chief  dutj^  expected  of  these  offi- 
cials was  the  systematic  enrolment  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  the 
Republican  Forces. 

These  officers  appear  to  have  almost  immediately  after  their 
appointment  set  about  preparing  lists  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
different  wards  of  the  division,  and  being  local  men  and  old  resi- 
dents were  to  be  relied  on  to  make  the  lists  very  complete  ones. 

The  lists  contained  full  information  regarding  the  property  of 
the  people  available  for  commandeering,  particularly  horses, 
wagons,  and  oxen.    I  have  seen  several  of  them. 

During  the  first  two  months  of  the  occupation,  November  and 
December,  nothing  much  beyond  moral  force,  and  I  must  add 
heartless  deception  and  falsehood,  were  brought  to  bear  on  the  great 
bulk  of  the  somewhat  ignorant  class  of  back  country  Boers  in  the 
division,  with  the  result  that  almost  all  the  able-bodied  ones  took 
up  arms  against  us  and  many  of  those  who  were  unable  for  different 
reasons  to  go  into  the  field  gave  their  allegiance,  sympathy,  and  full 
support  to  the  Republics. 

Several  came  forward  publicly  of  their  own  accord  and  volun- 
teered their  services  and  some  openly  took  up  arms  and  began  looting 
before  any  efforts  at  commandeering  or  even  persuasion  seem  to 
have  ( ?  been)  reached  them,  I  have  never  been  able  to  ascertain  to 
what  extent  secret  agents  stirred  up  the  peoi)le  before  the  wav 
broke  out,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  strangers  from  the  Repul^lics 
were  moving  about  the  division  mysteriously  for  some  time  before 
the  w^ar. 

During  November  and  December  the  commandeering  of  pro- 
perty went  on,  but  it  was  controlled  and  limited  by  the  Republican 
Landdrost  at  Barkly  West,  and  was  confined  chiefly  to  the  requi- 
sitioning of  supplies  at  different  stores  by  passing  commandoes. 
When  demanded,  receipts  were  given  by  the  Commandants,  and  in 
some  instances  drafts  were,  I  believe,  given  on  the  Transvaal  or 
Orange  Free  State  Government. 

In  January  pressure  began  to  be  laid  on  virtually  all  the  inha- 
bitants to  take  up  arms  and  a  little  later  all  the  inluil)itants  were 
commandeered  for  service  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  term,  being 
served  with  notices  for  the  most  part  to  appear  before  the  Landdrost 
at  Barklv  West  with  horse,  saddle,  and  bridle,  etc.,  failing  doing 
which  they  were  threatened  with  fines  or  imprisonment. 
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This  l)rou,!L>ht  matters  to  a  climax  as  far  as  the  loyalists  were 
concernod.  Those  of  them  who  refused  to  take  up  arms  or  pay  the 
fine  (£o7  10s.)  or  war  tax  as  it  seems  to  have  been  called  at  times,  were 
ordered  out  of  Gnqualand  West,  and  about  fifteen  hundred  of  them 
thereupon  combined  and  formed  a  "  trek,"  being  escorted  out  of  the 
tlivision  by  the  rebel  forces  to  near  the  British  camp  at  Modder 
Eiver,  where  they  were  received  with  every  kindness  and  cared  for 
by  Lord  Methuen,  who  forwarded  them  by  rail  south w^ards. 

Many  other  loyals  worked  their  way  out  separately  and  in 
small  parties 

Some  of  the  loyal  landed  proprietors  paid  the  fines  exacted  and 
remained  on  their  farms,  being  at  times  also  commandeered  for 
horses,  cattle,  and  the  like,  and  having  a  bad  time  generally. 

As  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  eveiy  man  in  the  division  was  reached 
either  directly  or  indirectly  by  tlie  Republican  system  of  comman- 
deering. 

The  population  of  the  division  varies  so  much  from  year  to  year 
that  it  is  hard  to  say  with  any  degree  of  exactness  w^hat  proportion 
took  up  arms,  but  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  quite  ninety-five  jjer 
cent,  of  the  Dutch  residents  joined  in  the  reoellion,  in  fact  it  might 
be  said  without  exaggeration  that  the  really  loyal  Dutch  in  this 
division  could  be  counted  on  one's  fingers.  '. 

Ronghly  speaking,  including  all  nationalities,  perhaps  sevrnty- 
five  per  cent,  of  the  whole  population  may  be  put  dowm  as  having 
joined  in  the  rebellion  or  having  been  disloyal  in  different  ways. 

During  January  the  commandeering  of  property  and  actual 
looting  took  place  more  recklessly  and  in  some  instances  irresponsi- 
ble parties  of  rebels  looted  and  wrecked  the  deserted  dwellings  of 
loyalists. 

Almost  all  the  loyals  who  abandoned  their  homes  in  the 
country  portion  of  the  Division  were  despoiled  of  their  possessions. 
In  the  village  of  Barkly  West,  however,  it  is  right  to  say  that  the 
Landdrost  (Morgendaal)  sternly  prohibited  looting ;  very  little  took 
place,  and  the  losses  of  the  inhabitants  who  had  to  abandon  their 
homes  were  insignificant. 

After  the  Magistracy  at  Barkly  West  was  re-occupied  in  Febru- 
ary last  by  us,  the  rebels  still  held  the  remaining  portion  of  the  dis- 
trict, and  an  extremely  unpleasant  condition  of  things  then  existed, 
the  looting  and  despoiling  of  loyals  was  carried  on  in  a  somewhat 
vindictive  spirit ;  any  loyal  who  gave  or  who  was  supposed  to  have 
given  information  to  the  British  was  made  a  prisoner  and  sent  to 
Pretoria. 

Of  Her  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  the  division,  one,      '^ 
*  *    "  *  *        ,  joined  the  eneni}',  and  was 

perhaps  one  of  the  most  active  commandeering  officers.  *        of 

our  Field  Cornets  and       *        Scab  Inspectors  also  took  up  arms. 

Two  of  our  Field  Cornets  (Dutch)  remained  absolutely,  staunch 
to  Hei  Majesty  throughout  the  invasion,  and  endured  great  hard- 
ships. Both  were  harried  and  worried  by  the  Republicans  and 
rebels  to  a  considerable  extent,  being  dragged  from  their  houses, 
tried  before  the  "Krijgsraad,  and  threatened  and  bullied.  Finally 
one  was  made  a  prisoner  and  sent  to  Pretoria,  where  he  has  just  been 
released.  This  man  was  badly  treated,  having  been  handcuffed 
for  several  weeks.  I  propose  making  a  special  representation  to 
you  regarding  these  honourable  exceptions  in  regard  to  which  I 
cannot  speak  too  highly.  I  venture  to  hope  that  the  appreciation 
of  the  Government  for  their  conduct  will  be  conveyed  to  them    at 
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some  later  stage.  They  are  still  doing  excellent  \vorl\  in  settling  Ihe 
district. 

I  have  attempted  to  make  it  clear  that  the  persons  who  took 
the  most  prominent  part  in  the  adojition  of  aggressive  measures 
against  the  loyals  were  themselves  subjects  of  Her  Majesty. 

It  seems  to  have  been  the  policy  of  the  Repuljlicans  to  have 
as  many  local  residents  and  men  of  weight  and  inlluence  for  their 
officials  as  possible. 

During  the  invasion,  ordinar}'  business  and  digging  and  mining, 
as  well  as  anything  like  ])rogress,  were  at  a  standstill. 

The  natives  were,  however,  encouraged  to  sow  their  cnjjjs  as 
usual. 

The  whole  division  has,  of  course,  been  set  back  Ijy  the  invasion, 
the  great  majority  of  the  rebel  farmers  have  disappeared  and  their 
farms  and. homesteads  are  deserted. 

Land  sales,  land  revenue,  and  all  the  usual  land  questions  will 
be  very  difficult  and  complicated  here  for  some  time  to  come. 

I  have  attempted  to  touch  as  concisely  as  possible  on  all  the 
points  indicated  in  your  telegram  under  reply,  and  I  trust  this  report 
ma}'  be  of  use. 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  invasion  generally  it  would,  of  course,  be 
easy  to  write  a  volume. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  LANCELOT  HARISON, 

Civil  Commissioner. 


PROCLAMATION, 

Of  the  Chief  Commandant,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Division  of 
the  Burgher  Forces  of  the  Orange  Free  State,  on  the  borders 
of  Griqualand  West. 

I,  C.  J.  Wessels,  Head  Commandant  of  the  Burgher  Forces  of  the 
Orange  Free  State,  on  the  borders  of  Griqualand  West,  having  noticed 
the  proclamation  of  His  Honour  the  State  President,  dated  Bloem- 
fontein,  the  14:th  October,  1899,  by  which  the  Commanders-in-Chief 
of  the  various  divisions  of  the  burgher  forces  of  the  Orange  Free 
State  are  empowered  to  take  measures  against  those  communities, 
villages,  and  persons,  who  act  contrary  to  the  usages  of  war  during 
the  war  which  has  been  forced  upon  the  people  of  the  South  African 
Repu])lic  and  Orange  Free  State  by  the  Government  of  Her  Majesty 
the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ; 

Taking  into  consideration  the  success  of  the  United  Republican 
arms,  which  has  resulted  in  the  occupation  of  a  portion  of  the  British 
territory  known  as  Griqualand  West,  comprising  the  Divisions  of 
Herbert,  Hay,  Barkly,  and  Kimberley,  excluding  the  town  of  Kim- 
berley  and  its  commonage  with  a  radius  of  four  miles  beyond  those 
limits ; 

And  whereas  it  has  become  necessary  to  take  steps  against  the 
communities',  villages,  and  persons  who  act  contrary  to  the  usages 
of  war  in  the  said  districts  occupied  by  the  ])urghers  and  troops  of 
the  Orange  Free  State  and  South  African  Republic ;  and  also  to  take 
steps  with  regard  to  the  requisitions  (for  supplies)  which  are  con- 
sidered necessary  for  the  needs  and  maintenance  of  the  burghers 
and  troops  of  the  Orange  Free  State  and  South  African  Repul)lic  in 
the  said  area; 

[A.  5—1900.]  K 
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Have  decided,  and  hereby  decree  ])y  virtue  of  the  power  vestetl 
in  nie  hy  the  al)Ove  proclamation,  and  "declare  for  general  informa- 
tion, the  following  rides  and  regulations:  — 

I.  The  Martial  Law  of  the  Orange  Free  State  No.  10/1899  is 
hereby  declared  to  be  in  force  in  the  districts  and  their 
inhalntants  extending  over  the  area  at  present  occupied 
by  the  officers,  burghers,  and  troops  of  the  Orange  Fre-j 
State  under  my  command,  or  which  may  be  occupied 
later  on,  with  regard  to  any  act  which  may  tend  to  en- 
danger the  safety  of  the  burghers  and  men,  or  harm  them 
or  assist  the  enemy. 

TT.  The  said  Martial  Law  is  considered  to  be  in  force  over  the 
whole  of  a  ward,  district,  or  other  administrative  divis- 
ion, as  soon  as  it  is  posted  up  or  proclaimed  in  one  of  the 
communities  forming  portion  thereof. 

III.  All  persons,  not  forming  portion  of  the  British  army,  and 
who 

(a)  Serve  the  enemy  as  spies; 

(b)  Mislead  the  burghers  and  men  of  the  South  African 

Eepublic  or  Orange  Free  State  when  acting  as  guides; 

(c)  Kill,  murder,  or  plunder  persons  belonging  to  one  of 

the  Republics,  or  forming  portion  of  their  following 
or  train; 

(d)  Destroy  bridges,  or  injure  telegraph  lines,  heliographiv; 

instruments,  railway  lines  or  portions  thereof,  where- 
by the  said  Republics  should  be  impeded,  or  injury 
inflicted  on  their  people  or  property,  or  should  try 
to  repair  or  improve  da^mage  done  by  the  Republican 
troops  to  property  or  institutions,  or  should  burn  or 
damage  ammunition,  munitions  of  war,  or  quarters 
or  camps  of  the  men  of  the  said  Republics ; 

(e)  Or  should  take  up  arms  against  the  men  of  the  Re- 

publics, shall  be  punisha,ble  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Krijgsraad  with  death,  or  imprisonment  not  exceed- 
ing 15  years, 

IV.  The  persons  entrusted  with  the  prosecution  must  see  to 
the  constitution  of  a  Krijgsraad  for  enquiry  into  every 
case  and  the  passing  of  sentence. 

V.  No  sentence  of  death  shall  be  carried  out  until  it  has  been 

confirmed  by  the  President  of  the  Orange  Free  State. 

VI.  All  commandants  or  commanding  officers  of  divisions  act- 
ing independently  (of  each  other)  have  the  right  to  make 
demands  for  things  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  men 
and  burghers.  Other  necessaries  which  may  be  con- 
sidered indispensable  for  the  army  can  only  be  demanded 
by  the  Head  Commandant,  or  the  officer  acting  as  Head 
Commandant. 

VII.  I  further  hereby  declare  that  life  and  property  will  be 
guaranteed  to  all  who  place  themselves  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Government  of  the  Orange  Free  State  or 
South  African  Republic,  and  their  duly  appointed  officers 
whose  laws  and  orders  they  will  carry  out  and  obey. 

VIII.  Nobody  who  does  not  act  in  a  hostile  manner  against  the 
Government  of  the  Orange  Free  State  or  South  African 
Repuljlic  or  their  officials,  officers,  laws,  or  orders,  will 
experience  any  harm. 
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IX.  Those  who  refuse  to  subniil  are  lierel)y  j^rantcd  ijcrinis- 
sion  to  leave  the  territory  occupied  by  the  army  within  14 
days. 

X.  All  persons  who  have  been  driven  away  from  or  have  left 

their  farms  or  homes,  and  who  now  sui)nnt  to  the  regula- 
tions herein  set  forth,  may  return  to  their  homes. 

Given  under  mv  hand  at  Olifantsfontein,  this  11th  day  of  Nov- 
ember, 1899. 

(Signed)  C.  J.  WESSELS, 

Head  Commandant. 


Translation.] 

NOTICE.— APPOINTMENT. 

I,  the  undersigned,  C.  J.  Wessels,  Head  Commandant  of  the 
Burgher  Forces  of  the  Orange  Free  State,  on  the  border  of  Criqua- 
land  West,  hereby  make  known  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  and 
who  may  come  to  know  of  this,  that  I  have  deemed  it  advisable  to 
appoint,  as  I  hereby  do  appoint,  Johannes  Jacobus  Morgendaal  as 
Magistrate  of  the  portion  of  Griqualand  "West,  at  present  in  military 
occupation  of  the  troops  of  the  Orange  Free  State  and  South  African 
Republic ;  and  he  shall  have  his  seat  of  Magistracy  at  Barkly,  with 
the  jurisdiction  of  an  ordinary  Magistrate  under  the  laws  of  the  Cape 
Colony,  and  extending  over  the  area  of  the  aforesaid  country  known 
as  Griqualand  West,  with  power  to  act  as  Field  Cornet  and  justice  of 
the  Peace,  to  arrest  or  cause  to  be  arrested,  punish  or  cause  to  be 
punished,  administer,  or  cause  to  be  administered,  a])point  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  and  do  all  other  acts  tending  to  maintain  order  and 
protect  persons  and  property. 

I  accordingly  command  all  inhaldtants  of  Griqualand  West  to 
render  the  said  Johannes  Jacobus  Morgendaal  all  assistance  and 
oljedience  in  the  carrying  out  of  his  duties. 

(Signed)  C.  J.  WESSELS, 

Head  Commandant. 

11th  November,  1899. 

Translation.] 

PROCLAMATION 

To  all  the  inhabitants  of  Griqua.land  West. 

Whereas  the  British  territory  known  as  Griqualand  West,  with 
the  exception  of  Kimberiey,  with  an  area  of  four  miles  beyond  the 
town,  is  at  present  under  Martial  Law, 

And  whereas  I,  C.  J.  Wessels,  Head  Command.ant  of  the  Burgher 
Force  of  the  Orange  Free  State,  have  deemed  it  advisable  for  the 
maintenance  of  order,  and  for  the  protection  ot  persons  and  pro- 
pertv  to  appoint  a  Magistrate  for  the  said  area,  having  the  seat  of 
Magistracv  at  Barkly,!,  C.  J.  Wessels,  further  decree  and  appoin! 
that  the  laws  of  the  Cape  Colony,  in  so  far  as  they  are  not  expressly 
recalled  or  amended  by  the  proclamation  of  occupation  dated  lltli 
November,  1890,  or  the  ap]>ointment  of  the  Magisirat(>  at  Barkly,  will 
be  and  remain  in  force  over  the  whole  extent  of  Gricjualand  West,  in 
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so  far  as  they  are  not  later  on  altered  l)y  me,  and  the  said  Magistrate 
auti  all  other  officials  will  be  bound  to  apply  and  carry  out  those  laws 
as  they  existed  before  the  war. 

(Signed)  C.  J.  WESSELS, 

Head  Commandant. 

Olifantsfontein,  11th  November,  1899. 


CATHCART. 

Telegram  dated  28/7/1900. 

From  To 

Secretary,  Law  Department,  Resident  Magistrate, 

Cape  Town.  Cathcart. 

3,552.  28th  July.  Jus  would  like  to  have  a  report  from  you 
on  the  general  stat«  of  your  district  so  far  as  you  can  ascertain  it 
during  the  time  the  northern  districts  of  the  Colony  were  in  occupa 
tion  by  the  Queen's  enemies.  Can  you  say  w^hether  any,  and  if  so, 
how  many,  from  your  district  joined  the  enemy?  What  generally 
was  the  feeling  of  the  district  ?      Reply  by  wire. 


3,614/00.      Telegram  dated  1/8/00.  Very  urgent. 

From  To 

Secretary,  Law  Department,  Resident  Magistrate, 

Cape  Towm.  Cathcart. 

3,614.  1st  August.  Please  reply  immediately  by  wire  to  my 
3,552  of  28th  July.  "  Jus  wishes  to  lay  required  report  before  Parlia- 
ment without  delay. 


Telegram,  dated  2/8/1900. 

From  To 

Resident  Magistrate,  Secretary,  Law  Department, 

Cathcart.  Cape  Town. 

141.  2nd  August.  Your  3,552.  The  district  of  Cathcart  was 
peaceful  and  quiet  during  the  time  the  northern  districts  were  m  oc- 
cupation by  the  Queen'senemies.  The  Dutch  showed  no  signs  of 
disloyalty.  They  kept  to  their  farms.  They  used  to  come  to  town 
for  the  purpose  of  doing  their  business,  and  making  purchases  for 
household  purposes.  They  were  quiet  and  law-abiding,  respected 
all  the  notices  and  proclamations.  They  attended  their  monthly 
SBrviee  in  Cathcart,  also  their  Nachtniaals.  Farming  pursuits  were 
carried  on.  Some  of  the  Dutch  sold  and  ]3urchased  horses  for 
mounted  corps.  None  of  the  Dutch  from  this  district  joined  the 
enemy.  There  is  no  doubt  that  there  was  a  strong  feeling  of  sym- 
pathy wuth  the  burghers  of  the  Transvaal.  If  a  commando  had 
entered  Cathcart  it  is  quite  possilile  a  few  of  the  young  Dutchmen 
would  have  joined,  Ivat  I  don't  think  many,  as  the  older  and  intelli- 
gent ones  would  have  influenced  them  to  the  contrary. 
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COLESBERG. 


58/1900.      Coleshei-g. 

Resident  Mauislnilc's  OITice, 

IGlh  June,  1900. 

REPORT  ON  OCCUPATION  OF  THE  DISTRICT  BY  HOSTILE 

FORCES. 

Sir, — In  reply  to  your  letter  No.  3/188  of  the  14th  ulto.,  I  have 
the  honour  to  report  that  the  first  appearance  of  the  Free  Slate  and 
Transvaal  burghers  on  the  border  on  Uie  Orange  River  was  on  the 
26th  October,  1899. 

On  the  18th  'of  Octol)er,  the  detachments  of  Cape  Police  stationed 
at  the  Colesberg  Wagon  and  Norval's  Pont  bridges,  and  here,  re- 
moved to  Naauwpoort  according  to  instructions  received.  Subse- 
quently they  returned  as  the  enemy  had  not  crossed  the  Orange 
River  as  expected,  and  nine  men  were  stationed  at  Colesberg  Wagon 
and  Norval's  Pont  bridges  with  instructions  from  the  Commissioner 
that  in  case  the  burghers  attempted  to  cross,  they  were  not  to  fire, 
but  to  retire.  During  the  night  of  31  st  October,  parties  of  burghers 
crossed  the  Colesberg  Wagon  and  Norval's  Pont  bridges  and  cap- 
tured eight  Cape  Police  at  each  l)ridge,  with  their  horses,  rifles,  and 
equipments,  and  took  them  to  the  Free  State.  A  native  policeman 
escaped  from  Colesberg  wagon  bridge  and  reported  the  capture. 

Previous  to  the  capture  of  the  Police,  they  had  reported  that  the 
enemy  were  continually  testing  the  depth  of  the  drift  at  AUeman's 
drift,  which  is  midway  between  Colesberg  Wagon  and  Norval's  J'ont 
bridges. 

During  the  month  of  October  and  the  early  part  of  November, 
tens  of  thousands  of  refugees  from  Johannesburg  crossed  into  the 
Colesberg  district  via  Norval's  Pont,  the  line  having  been  destroyed 
by  the  enemy  at  Donkerpoort,  which  is  six  miles  beyond  Norval's 
Pont  bridge,  in  the  Free  State.  Women  and  children  suffered  great- 
ly through  being  compelled  to  walk  the  rough  and  mountainous 
country  over  this  intervening  space  with  their  luggage  and  chil- 
dren. The  ladies  of  this  town  co-operated  in  supplying  them  on 
their  arrival  at  Colesberg  Junction  with  food  and  comforts,  as  no 
provisions  could  be  prociu-ed  along  the  line,  and  this  greatly  relieved 
their  distress. 

At  beginning  of  Noveml)er,  trucks  containing  liiousands  of 
natives  and  European  roughs,  mostly  gaolbirds  from  Johannes! )urg, 
were  dumped  down  at  Norval's  Pont.  A  state  of  confusion  and 
panic  ensued,  but  not  much  harm  was  done  ])y  the  ntnv  arrivals,  as 
steps  were  promptly  taken  to  purchase  rations  on  Government  ac- 
count for  them,  and  later  on,  when  railway  communication  closed, 
there  was  no  need  to  urge  them  on  to  Naauwpoort,  fear  of  the  Fed- 
erals l)ehind  lending  speed  to  their  movements, 

During  the  time  between  the  capture  of  Police  and  the  invasion 
of  the  town  of  Colesberg  itself  on  14th  November,  picnic  i)nrties  of 
rebels,  with  their  wive  ^'and  families,  used  to  proceeri  to  tlie  bridges 
and  meet  their  friends  the  enemv.  After  the  occupation  of  the 
town,  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  invaders  informed  me  that  he  had  been 
for  some  time  regularly  supplied  with  newspapers  from  Colesl)erg. 
During  this  time  the  Officer  Commanding  Troops  at  Naauwpoort  and 
your  Dei)artment  were  kept  regularly  informed  by  wire  of  what  was 
transpiring,  the  Siilvlnspector  of  Cape  Police  communicating  with 
his  Commissioner. 
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For  some  days  previous  to  the  entry  of  the  enemy  into  Coles- 
berg,  it  was  rumoured  that  they  had  definitely  decided  to  invade  the 
town  at  some  uncertain  time,  l)ut  this  rumour  was  ridiculed  by  the 
picniclvers,  who  were  indignant  at  the  idea  of  anyone  here  seriously 
entertaining  such  a  thought ;  but  to  show  that  the  enemy  had  really 
meditated  an  invasion  of  the  Colony,  I  may  mention  that  amongst 
the  correspondence  found  in  the  house  of         *  *  * 

*  *  *        was  a  letter  dated  the  11th  August,  1899, 

two  months  previous  to  the  declaration  of  war,  in  ^vhich  his  corres-, 
pondont,        *  *  *        ,  in  the  Free  State,  tells  him  as  "  a 

s(>cret  which  no  English-minded  person  may  know,  for  they  can  by 
knowing  this  l)etray  us.  When  once  war  has  broken  out,  then  all 
may  know  it,  but  not  at  present.  The  plan  of  the  Free  State  Gov- 
ernment is  as  soon  as  war  breaks  out,  to  commandeer  all  the  bur- 
ghers of  the  Free  State,  and  to  move  across  into  tl.  e  Ca]je  Colony, 
and  to  proclaim  (?  annex)  the  Cape  Colony,  then  to  IjIow  u])  the 
bridges  and  to  cut  the  telegraph  wires,  then  they  will  coinmandeer 
the  burghers  of  the  Cape  Colony  also.  Those  who  are  unwdling, 
they  will  leave  alone,  and  not  threaten  to  punish  ihem  with  our 
Martial  Law,  but  the  willing  ones  they  take  with  tbera,  and  thus- 
Avise  they  intend  taking  the  Cape  Coloii}^  while  t!ie  English  light 
Transvaal." 

"  Write  me  w^hat-you  think  of  tins  plan  ;  do  you  not  think  it  is  the 
best  plan  to  prevent  the  English  from  taking  the  Free  State,  and  at 
the  same  time  the  best  plan  to  free  the  Cape' Colony  also  from  Eng- 
land, etc.,  etc.,  etc." 

Copy  of  letter  hereto  annexed,  the  tone  of  which  will  show  that 
the  lady  was  in  the  councils  of  the  Authorities.  Recent  events 
show  that  the  plan  of  action  she  expatiated  upon  was  pursued  in  its 
entirety,  and  that  the  invasion  was  not  the  inspiration  of  a  sudden 
resolve,  but  a  premeditated  and  formulated  conception. 

On  the  morning  of  14th  November,  at  4  a.m.,  when  dawn  had 
just  ])roken,  I  was  awoke  in  my  house  by  the  ringing  of  the  front  door 
bell,  and  on  opening  the  door  found  two  armed  and  mounted  Free 
State  or  Transvaal  burghers  (whom  I  subsequently  was  informed 
were  Advocate  Botha  and  Mr.  Kolbe)  wdio  informed  me  that  Chief 
Commandant  E.  R.  Grobler,  of  the  Free  State  forces,  was  entering  the 
town  for  the  purpose  of  talking  possession  of  it,  and  that  I  was  to 
come  to  the  Court  House,  the  keys  of  which  they  demanded.  I  re- 
quested time  to  dress,  and  proceeded  down  the  street,  and  my  escort 
was  joined  by  five  more  armed  and  mounted  Boers.  On  our  way 
down,  I  noticed  that  all  the  kopjes  surrounding  the  town  w^ere 
swarming  with  hundreds  of  armed  men  holding  their  rifles  and 
horses  in  readiness. 

We  waited  on  the  Court  House  stoep  for  a  considerahle  time, 
when  Chief  Commandant  Grobler  and  General  Schoeman,  with  sev- 
eral hundred  mounted  men,  with  Mauser  rifles  and  one  or  two  full 
bandoliers  each,  formed  up  in  the  Square  in  front  of  the  Court  House. 
Commandant  Grobler  informed  me  that  he  intended  occupying  the 
town  as  Free  State  territory,  and  demanded  my  keys.  I  asked  what 
was  to  be  the  position  of  the  inhabitants  with  regard  to  their  lives 
and  propertv,  and  he  replied  that  all  would  be  safe  if  they  remained 
quiet,  and  that  anything  his  men  required  would  be  bought  at  the 
shops  if  the  shopl^eepers  were  willing  to  sell,  and  that  they  would  be 
paid  in  Transvaal  money;  if  they  were  unwilling  to  sell,  the  goo<ls 
required  would  be  taken  and  paid  for  in  Transvaal  gold. 

He  then  said  I  was  no  longer  to  continue  in  office  unless  I  tool; 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Free  State  Government,  when  I  would 
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be  ajipointed  Landdrost.  1  declined  liis  olTer.  and  (nld  llu'  crowd 
what  Grubler  had  saiil  conceniintj;  lives  and  property,  antl  on  my 
keys  being  demanded,  they  were  iianded  over. 

Commandant  Grobler  followed  in  Dutch,  addressing  the  as- 
seml)lage  as  "geachi;'  publiek,"  and  ])roelainied  Ihe  town  and  dislriel 
Free  State  territory  aiul  now  under  Martial  Law,  and  staled  that  the 
Magistrate  no  longer  held  office,  and  that  a  Landdrost  would  be  ap- 
pointed in  his  -place.  He  called  upon  Colonial  burghers  io  join  his 
forces,  and  said  that  it  was  not  iidended  to  injure  inhabitants  or 
their  property,  provided  they  remained  quiet.  There  was  great 
cheering  at  tliis  by  Coles!)erg  rebels.  Immediately  he  had  finished 
speaking,  I  addressed  the  people,  and  told  tliem  that  the  proclama- 
tion just  declared  was  invalid,  and  that  all  British  subjects  Avere 
to  remember  that  they  were  to  pay  no  heed  to  it,  jjut  must  remain 
loyal  to  Her  Majesty.  All  the  morning  I  had  noticed  *  *  , 
a  resident  bookkeeper  here,  keeping  close  to  me  in  the  crowd,  and  I 
had  no  sooner  mentioned  Her  Majesty  than  he  rushed  at  me,  and 
shouted  that  I  had  no  authority  now.  He  literally  foamed  at  the 
mouth,  and  evidently  intending  raising  the  mob  on  me,  Init  was 
thrust  aside  by  two  men.  I  repeated  what  I  had  said,  and  he  again 
rushed  at  me,  but  was  stopped  by  Attorney  Badenhorst.  * 

is  the  man  who  had       *       previously  been  sentenced  by  me  to  pay 
a  fine  of  £2  or  undergo  30  days'  hard  labour  under  the  Police  Offences 
Act,  1882,  for  using  insulting  language  about  Her  Majesty,  calculat 
ed  to  provoke  a  breach  of  the  peace. 

The  Vierkleur  was  then  lashed  on  to  the  Court  flagstaff  half-mast 
high,  being  tied  to  a  bamboo  whipstick,  the  hal^^ards  having  bei'U 
previously  secretly  cut.         This  flag  with  bamboo  preceded  the  in- 
vaders into  Colesberg,  and  when  lashed  to  the  flagstaff  by        * 
and  *        ,  *        ,  was  vociferously  cheered  by  the  rebels. 

Amongst  the  armed  Colesberg  rebels  who  accompanied  the  invaders 
into  the  town  I  noticed  a        *        of        *  *       ,  who  was  stand- 

ing at  the  Court  House  stoep  at  the  time.      I  v.^as  subsequently  in- 
formed that  the  invading  force  consisted  of  1,500  men. 

While  these  proceedings  were  in  progress,  commandeering  of 
horses,  etc.,  was  freely  taking  place,  the  Free  Staters  being  led  by 
Colesberg  rebels.  My  pair  of  horses  which  I  was  subsequently, 
through  Judge  Stewart's  influence,  allowed  to  take  away  with  ]ne, 
w^as  amongst  those  commandeered.  As  I  expected  the  cash  in  my 
safe  to  be  commandeered,  I  requested  that  I  might  be  allowed  to 
balance  my  cash-books  and  make  transcripts  so  as  to  clear  myself 
with  my  Government. 

A  time  was  arranged  for  the  balancing  of  books,  and  I  was  then 
told  that  I  might  go  to  my  house  without  escort,  and  proceeded  to 
breakfast.  Loyal  subjects  had  been  given  7  days  in  which  to  com- 
plete their  arrangements  and  leave  the  town. 

In  the  meantime  burghers  patrolled  the  town,  and  at  the  ap- 
pointed time,  Mr.  Corser,  A.R.M.  and  I  met  Advocates  Botha  (Secre- 
tary, Krijgsraad)  and  Stockenstroom,  temporary  Landdrost,  and 
made  up  our  cash  books  and  took  extracts.  10s.  of  mine,  and  the 
Government  cash  balance  of  £53  2s.  2d.  in  safe  they  allowed  me  to 
keep,  and  the  latter  amount  was  paid  out  in  salaries,  etc.,  due,  ami 
the  balance  of  2s.  Id.  subsequeniiy  remitted  to  the  Secretary  to  the 
Law  Department,  to  be  handed  to  the  Treasury 

In  the  afternoon  I  counted  through  my  dining  room  window 
about  220  mounted  burghers  and  some  80  Germans  pass  up  Cluirch 
Street  on  their  way  to  the  flat  above  the  town,  where  they  laagered. 
They  were  accompanied  by  1  Maxim,  1  larger  gun,  and  43  wagons 
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and  carts.  The  lar<jje  body  of  men  were  led  round  the  hills  on  liio- 
west  of  the  town  to  their  laager;  1  was  informed  that  a  second  laager 
had  been  formed  below  the  town. 

On  15th  November  a  considerable  number  of  armed  and  mount- 
ed burghers  antl  rebels  galloped  through  the  streets,  and  an  armed 
demonstration  took  place  in  Market  Square,  where  the  rebels  had 
erected  a  platform  from  which  *  *  #        ^^^d  the 

j)oople  in  a  great  state  of  excitement,  that  what  they  had  seen  on  the 
Square  was  only  a  handful  of  men  comparatively,  and  that  thous- 
ands more  were  available. 

Commandant  Grobler  and  General  Schoeman  now  mounted  the 
})latform  and  made  impassioned  speeches  calling  u^jon  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Colesberg  district,  many  of  whom  wore  the  Free  State  col- 
ours, to  join  the  Boers,  and  referring  in  inflammatory  ways  to  cer- 
tain incidents  in  Cape  history.  The  printed  proclamation  annexing 
this  town  and  district  to  the  Free  State,  and  giving  the  conditions  of 
Martial  Law,  was  then  read  by  Advocate  Botha,  in  Dutch,  and 
copies  were  freely  distributed.  Next  morning  copies  in  English 
were  distributed,  and  a  ludicrous  mistake  seems  to  have  been 
printed.  A  negative  had  been  accidentally  omitted  in  a  sentence, 
which  was  made  to  read  if  all  persons  who  constituted  a  portion 
of  the  British  army,  etc.,  etc.,  should  at  the  discretion  of  the  Com- 
mission of  War,  be  punished  with  death  or  imprisonment  not  ex- 
ceeding fifteen  years.  These  proclamations  were  printed  at  the 
office  of  the  local  newspaper,  the  plant  of  which  had  been  comman- 
deered. Immediately  after  the  copies  were  distributed  they  were 
recalled,  and  new  ones  with  the  missing  negative  substituted. 

As  I  noticed  *  during  the  reading  of  the  proclamation 
making  his  way  towards  me,  and  hiding  himself  behind  people  when- 
ever I  happened  to  look  in  his  direction,  and  other  Colesberg  rebels 
were  moving  round  me,  I  Avithdrew  from  the  crowd  and  went 
home. 

After  the  meeting  on  the  Square,  as  evidence  now  in  my  pos- 
session shows,  a  number  of  men  proceeded  to  the  Court  House, 
where  inflammatory  speeches  were  made  by  the  chairman.  Com 
mandant  Grobler,  and  several  of  the  rebels.  A  *  Colesberg 
farmer  proposed  the  names  of  *  other  Colesberg  farmers  as 
a  "commandeering  committee,  whose  duty  it  would  he  to  coni- 
mandeer  men  and  means  in  such  a  manner,  that  if  the  Boers  were 
driven  back,  the  parties  commandeered  would  not  have  their  pro- 
perties confiscated."  *  *  ,  who  was  present  and  spoke, 
accepted  office  as  one  of  the  committee. 

Commandant  Grobler,  who  has  recently  been  here  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  information  concerning  rebels,  informs  me  that  th;; 
Free  State  all  along  intended  to  commandeer  people  in  the  Colony, 
and  that  they  thought  the  appointment  of  a  local  conaiiittce  to  carr}' 
out  the  commandeering  would  be  the  best  means  of  carrying  out 
their  object.      On  this  point  also  see  letter  of         *  *  attached. 

On  16th  November  commandeering  of  British  subjects  com- 
menced, and  I  saw  several  notices  signed  by         *  *  * 

*  calling  upon  the  parties  to  present  themselves  for  military 
service  on  20th  Noveml)er,  with  gun,  horses,  saddle,  bridle,  50  rounds 
of  ammunition,  and  8  days'  provisions. 

Since  then  I  have  seen  commandeer  notes  signed      *  * 
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*  *  #  *  #      ■   _ 

* 

A  case  is  pendino;  against.  *  for  carrying  a  gun  out  of  the 
Landdrost's  office,  and  being  at  the  laager  armed. 

Many  comniande(>ring  notes  were  also  signed  Ijy  *  rebels 
who  had  been  specially  /  *  *      by  the  invaders.      The        * 

signed  commandeering  notes:  — 

*  *  *  * 

*  *  *  *  . 

*  *  *  * 

*  *  *  * 

tP  ^  t(*  ^ 

*  #  #  #  #  ^ 

Before  I  left  on  17th  November,  several  rebels  had  openly  joined 
the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  and  publicly  rode  through  the  streets  in 
procession,  before  the  commandeering  notes  were  issued.  On  the 
16th  many  schoolboys  just  over  16  were  commandeered,  many  l)e- 
longing  to  the  Cadet  Corps.  Among  the  weapons  carried  by  the 
invaders  a  considerable  number  of  Martinis  could  be  seen,  and  on 
enquiry  I  found  that  these  were  borne  by  Colonial  rebels  from  other 
districts. 

On  16th  November  some  500  Boors  with  25  wagons  and  5  Max- 
ims left  the  laager  above  the  town,  and  passed  down  through  the 
town  towards  Colesberg  station,  accompanied  by  several  Coiesberg 
rebels. 

Having  now  settled  my  Government  accounts,  and,  moreover, 
received  from  a  leading  Free  State  official  a  hint  that  1  had  better 
take  my  departure  soon,  and  the  invaders  becoming  rude  and  in- 
solent, I  left  with  my  family  for  Hanover  on  17th,  by  cart,  accom- 
panied by  Mr.  Corser,  A. R.M.,  and  family ;  *  *  * 
having  received  a  promise  from  Judge  Stewart,  legal  adviser  to  the 
Commandant,  that  he  would  not  l)e  interfered  with  in  any  \ya,y,  re- 
mained here.  Every  one,  even  Judge  Stewart,  seemed  fully  con- 
vinced that  the  town  would  be  evacuated  in  a  week's  time,  As  a 
fact  the  occupation  lasted  for  3^-  months. 

On  18th  November,  having  communicated  with  your  depart- 
ment, I  received  a  reply  telling  me  to  send  a  messenger  instructing 

*  forthwith  to  report  himself  at  Cape  Town,  and  sent  the 
message  round  via  Naauwpoort  by  *  who  came  to  Colesberg  and 
was  captured  and  sent  to  Pretoria  for  delivering  it;  and  another 
messenger  by  a  different  route.  Both  messages  reached  * 
who,  I  am  informed,  was  consequently  arrested  and  placed  in  charge 
of  a  friend  of  his.  Copies  of  the  proclamation  declaring  Martial 
Law  to  be  in  force  in  this  district  had  been  sent  into  Colesberg  by 
messenger  *  ,  who  was  captured  and  is  now  at  I'retoria.  Sul^- 
sequently  *  joined  the  rebels,  and  the  last  I  heard  of  him  was 
his  being  with  the  commando  beyond          * 

On  20th  November  I  proceeded  to  De  Aar  as  instructed,  and  on 
22nd  November,  having  despatched  my  family  to  Cape  Town,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  Naauwpoort,  remaining  there  on  General  French's  staff, 
and  carrying  on  my  ordinary  Court  work,  until  I  was  able,  in  the 
beginning  of  March,  to  resume  duty  here. 

On  my  return  I  found  the  Public  Offices  in  the  greatest  state  of 
filth  imaginable,  but  not  many  of  the  books  were  missing.  The 
more  important  ones,  such  as  cash  books,  receipt  books,  and  land 
revenue  ledgers,  were,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  intact.      This,  I  bel'eve, 

[A.  5—1900.]  I. 
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is  in  a  iiu^isure  due  to  my  having  tuken  the  precaution  of  storing- 
ah  records  in  a  tletached*  room  previous  to  my  departure.  All 
stationery  and  forms  were,  of  course,  exhausted. 

The  Gaol  was  in  a  worse  state  of  filth  than  all,  *  afore- 
mentioned haviny  been  *  the  invaders'  occupation;  and  it  has 
(iiken  months  to  "reduce  everything  to  order.  Of  stores,  etc.,  none 
was  left. 

In  one  of  the  cells  were  the  marks  of  chains  on  the  beams  of 
the  sleeping  benches;  in  some  cases  the  beams  were  deeply  worn 

away. 

*  *        had  joined  the  enemy  and  fled  across  the  river. 

I  found  that  my  house  had  been  occupied  by  some  ambulance 
doctors  and  nurses  of  very  doubtful  character,  my  dining  room  had 
been  used  as  an  operating  room,  and  the  Ijack  rooms  as  mortuaries. 
Large  ])atches  of  blood  and  absolute  filth  were  scattered  about,  the 
stench  being  perfectly  unbearable.  Although  the  larger  articles  of 
furniture  had  not  been  wantonly  destroyed,  everything  was  in  a 
rickety  and  badly  used  state,  and  all  the  crockery,  bedding,  cloth- 
ing, kitchen  utensils,  and  many  ornaments  were  missing,  together 
with  such  articles  as  whistmarkers,  music,  and  tennis  racquets, 
showing,  as  regards  the  latter,  that  the  thieves  were  not  the  ser- 
vants of  the  occupants. 

Reports  from  Mr.  Corser,  A.E.M.,  and  the  Chief  Constable  Tayler 
on  the  occupation  attached. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  J.  F.  WRENSCH, 

C.C.  and  R.M. 


Translation.] 

*  * 


14th  August,  1899. 


Dear  *  , — Through  God's  grace  we  are  all  doing  very  well 
still,  as  regards  stock  and  crops  much  better  than  usual;  but  alas! 
one  sorrow  is  hardly  passed  or  another  apjn-oaches.  Dear  *  , 
you  state  that  you  would  like  to  know  what  the  Free  State  thinks  of 
the  present  state  of  affairs.  We  do  not  want  war,  but  we  can  see 
very  clearly  that  tyrants  are  treacherously  laying  terrible  traps  for 
us.  What  shall  we  do?  Shall  we  sit  quietly  and  allow  our  rights 
to  be  trampled  on?  Certainly  not!  We  shall  not  disturb  them, 
but  we  shall  defend  ourselves  to  the  last.  Many  women  have  al- 
ready been  making  bags  of  rusks  and  "  Inltong."  I  have  done  nothing 
as  yet,  but  shall  start  soon,  for  it  cannot  last  much  longer  now  be- 
fore the  explosion  comes ;  for  these  scamps  will  not  declare  war  on 
us,  but  it  will  be  done  treacherously  and  suddenly.  Possibly  now 
may  be  the  hour  that  our  Heavenly  Father  may  be  pleased  to  make 
the  Colony,  Free  State,  and  Transvaal  into  one  "free  nation,  but  alas! 
how  many  dear  lives  and  precious  blood  won't  it  cost,  even  though 
we  should  prevail!  Oh,  I  can  imagine  w^hen  this  terrible  affair'is 
over,  what  it  will  be  like !  I  have  two  sons  and  a  son-in-law,  besides 
my  dear  husband,  in  our  home ;  none  of  them  may  be  alive,  and  my 
girls  and  I  may  be  cruelly  murdered.      But  should  this  make  us 
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falter?  No,  indeed  not!  Forward  to  our  defensive  war  to  the  end, 
let  tke  survivors  be  free  from  the  Enfi;lish  or  tlieir  stol(>n  ]-)ro])(>rty, 
which  I  trust  not  that  God  will  allow. 

Troojjs  are  going  to  Natal  in  hea])s.  Mr.  Ehodes  is  there.  He 
says  he  is  only  coming  to  fight  a  Kafir  trilie,  l)ut  who  believes  him? 
We  all  know  that  it  is  only  })r('parations  against  the  Transvaal.  We 
are  all  on  the  lookout  now.  So  soon  as  they  cross  the  Transvaal 
boundary,  (he  burghers  will  be  commandeered,  but  not  to  go  to  the 
Transvaal,  *  .  What  I  am  telling  you  now  is  a  secret,  which 
must  not  be  told  to  any  person  favourable  to  the  English,  for  lu>  may 
l)etray  us;  when  once  war  is  declared  everybody  may  know  it,  but 
not  yet. 

The  plan  of  the  Free  State  Government  is  to  commandeer  all  the 
l)urghers  as  soon  as  war  is  declared,  and  to  invade  and  proclaim  the 
Colony,  destroy  the  bridges,  cut  the  wires  and  commandeer  the  Col- 
onial burghers.  Those  who  refuse  to  join  will  be  left  alone.  They 
won't  be  threatened  or  punished  l)y  our  Commando  (Martial)  Law, 
and  in  this  manner  they  want  to  take  the  Colony  while  the  British 
are  fighting  the  Transvaal. 

Write  me  at  once  what  you  think  of  our  plans.  Don't  you  con- 
sider it  the  best  way  of  preventing  the  English  from  invading  the 
Free  State,  and  at  the  same  time  to  free  the  Colony  from  England. 
The  English  have  been  trying  to  incite  the  Basutos  against  the  Free 
State.  According  to  their  superstitions  they  called  their  witch  doc- 
tors together.  They  took  three  head  of  cattle,  a  red,  a  white,  and  a 
black  one.  The  black  one  represented  the  Kafirs,  the  red  one  the 
English,  and  the  white  one  the  Afrikanders.  These  they  skinned 
alive.  The  black  one  died  the  same  day,  the  red  one  died  the 
following  day,  but  the  white  one  lived  for  four  days.  Now  the 
Kafirs  say  they  are  afraid  of  the  Free  State.  But  who  can  trust  a 
Kafir !  Already  there  is  a  strong  guard  of  artillerists  on  the  Basuto 
border.  Oh,  may  the  good  Lord  grant  that  there  may  lie  no  war, 
even  though  it  seems  unavoidable  now! 

Joseph  has  received  your  letter. 

With  kindest  regards, 

Your         *  * 

(Signed)      *  *    . 

N.B. — Dear  *  ,  *  would  very  much  like  to  see  you, 
and  was  very  sorry  that  you  were  not  at  the  shooting  competition 
at  *  .  Can't  you  go  and  see  him  one  evening?  It  might  be 
useful.  He  might  have  come  over  to  you,  but  he  can't  under  pre- 
sent circumstances. 


Report  of  Mr.  H.  E.  Corser,  Assistant  Resident  Magistrate,  Colesberg. 

REPORT  ON  THE  OCCUPATION  OF  COLESBERG  BY  THE 

BOERS. 

There  were  many  rumours  and  false  alarms  before  the  Boers 
actually  came  to  the  town  of  Colesberg. 

They  were  in  the  district  on  the  south  side  of  the  Orange  River, 
shortly  after  the  declaration  of  war,  but  did  not  make  their  api)ear- 
ance  in  Colesberg  until  Tuesday,  the  14th  Novemlier,  1R99. 

Railway  communication  was  at  first  partially  suspended,  only 
one  train  mx  diem  running  to  and  fro  between  this  and  Naauw- 
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poort.      Afterwards  it  was  stopped  altogether,  and  we  were  with- 
out any  officifil  communication  beyond  tlie  telegraph  with  other 

parts. 

A  bi-weekly  post  by  cart  to  Naauwpoort  was  started  on  the  10th 
November,  l)ut'had  only  run  once  either  way  when  the  appearance 
of  the  enemy  put  a  stop  to  it. 

I  knew  nothing  beforehand,  either  oflEicially  or  privately,  of 
when  the  Boers  intended  entering  Colesberg,  so  was  somewhat  sur- 
prised when,  on  the  14th  of  Noveml)er,  1899,  the  boy  who  brought 
in  my  coffee  to  me  in  bed  at  6  a.m.  announced  that  the  "  Boers  had 
arrived,"  and  stated  that  the  hills  around  Colesberg  were  black  with 
them  as  he  put  it. 

Knowing  that  I  could  not  do  anything,  I  did  not  trouble  to  get 
up  until  shortly  before  8  a.m. 

About  8.15  I  went  outside,  and  could  then  see  only  a  few  armed 
men  on  the  hills  to  the  east  of  the  town,  but  the  streets  were  full  of 
armed  men  on  horseback,  and  most  of  them  with  two  bandoliers  full 
of  cartridges,  and  with  yellow,  red,  and  bkie  ribbons  round  their 
hats. 

At  9  o'clock  I  proceeded  to  the  residence  of  Mr.  Wrensch,  the 
Civil  Commissioner  and  Resident  Magistrate,  and  on  the  way  noticed 
that  a  yellow  flag  was  flying  from  the  staff  at  the  public  offices.  I 
was  told  by  Mr.  Wrensch  that  the  Commandant  had  the  keys  of  the 
offices. 

I  afterwards  proceeded  to  the  offices  with  Mr.  Wrensch  and  two 
of  the  Boer  commando,  namely,  Messrs.  Botha,  Commandant  Grob- 
ler's  secretary,  and  Stockensiroom  (both  Advocates).  Botha  had 
the  keys  and  admitted  us. 

We  went  into  my  room,  and  I  closed  my  cash  books,  showing  a 
balance  of  £53  2s.  2d.,  which  amount  Mr.  Wrensch  took  charge  of. 
They  did  not  object  to  this,  and  said  that  we  might  take  away  any 
books  we  wished  to.  Some  of  the  books  and  current  month's  paid 
vouchers  were  then  taken  to  Mr.  Wrensch's  house,  and  we  worked 
there  with  them  until  the  16th. 

Between  12  and  2  p.m.  on  the  14th  about  1,200  Boers,  armed 
and  mounted,  and  with  4  guns  and  about  50  wagons,  passed  through 
the  town  up  the  main  street,  and  an  encampment  or  laager  was 
formed  outside  the  top  or  south  end  of  the  town. 

It  remained  there  until  about  the  16th,  when  at  about  three 
o'clock  the  men,  wagons,  and  guns  again  passed  down  the  main 
street.  It  was  stated  that  the  laager  had  been  removed  to  "Van  der 
Walt's  Fontein." 

On  the  15th  of  November,  1899,  a  demonstration  took  place  on 
the  Market  Square  at  11  a.m.  Some  packing  cases  ¥/ere  placed  at 
the  south  end  of  the  Town  Hall  for  the  speakers  to  stand  upon.  The 
public  w^ere  kept  in  front  by  a  small  body  of  mounted  men,  w^ho  ap- 
peared to  take  great  pleasure  in  racing  after  any  native  who  hap- 
pened to  encroach  on  the  reserved  open  spaces. 

At  11  o'clock  a  large  body  of  burghers  arrived,  headed  by  their 
Commandant,  Esias  Reiner  Grobler,  who  then  dismounted  and  got 
upon  the  boxes ;  he  was  followed  by  his  secretary,  Botha,  and  Fight- 
ing General  (Vecht  Generaal)  Schoeman.  The  "mounted  men  were 
ranged  in  front  of  the  hall. 

A  yellow  and  white  striped  flag  was  held  above  the  boxes. 
Grobler  opened  the  proceedings,  and'  ordered  his  secretary  to  read 
two  proclamations  in  Dutch,  one  signed  l)y  M.  T.  Steyn,  'President 
of  the  then  Orange  Free  State  (attached),  and  the  other  signed  bv 
himself,  proclaiming  Martial  Law  and  covering  regulations  for  the 
working  thereof.      GrolDler  then  made  a  long  speech  addressing  the 
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people  as  men  and  brothers,  in  whicli  he  stated  that  this  country 
Jiad  l)een  governed  from  Downintr  Street  lona  enough.  He  besought 
the  people  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  Great  Britain,  and  passionately 
exhorted  them  to  join  the  Federal  forees.  He  characterised  the  war 
as  an  unrighteous  one,  and  said  it  had  been  forced  ui)on  them.  He 
formally  annexed  the  district  in  the  name  of  the  Transvaal  and 
Orange  Free  State,  and  gave  the  people  who  did  not  wish  to  remain, 
7  da>'s  in  which  to  leave. 

Fighting  General  Schoeman  then  addressed  the  bystanders,  and 
the  National  anthems  of  the  Free  State  and  Transvaal  were  sung. 

Then  there  was  a  march  past  of  the  burghers,  and  the  meeting 
terminated. 

A  number  of  people  then  went  to  the  public  offices,  where  a 
meeting  was  held  in  the  Court  Eoom,  which,  I  was  given  to  under- 
stand, was  a  commandeering  body.  I  went  in  and  saw  a  number 
of  men  sitting  round  the  large  table  lielow  the  bench  and  then  came 
out  again. 

I  joined  a  small  numljer  of  people  on  the  verandah  of  the  offices, 
and  Judge  Stewart,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Boer  commando,  re- 
lated the  terms  upon  which  British  subjects  would  be  allowed  to  stay 
here.  He  explained  that  as  long  as  we  remained  quiet,  and  took  no 
part  whatever  in  the  war,  we  and  our  goods  would  not  l)e  touched 
I  spoke  to  him  and  he  addressed  me  in  reply  with  that  assurance, 
but  said  that  any  of  (?us)  could  join  them,  and  then  he  asked  me  to 
do  so,  but  I  declined. 

I  and  my  family  left  with  Mr.  Wrensch  and  family  on  Friday 
the  17th  November,  1899,  for  Hanover,  and  afterwards,  upon  instruc- 
tions, proceeded  to  Cape  Town. 

I  also  attach  a  copy  of  a  printed  circular,  which  I  found  in  the 
office  on  my  return. 


Translation.] 

PROCLAMATION 

By  the  President  of  the  Orange  Free  State,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Cape  Colony. 

I,  Marthinus  Theunis  Steyn,  President  of  the  Orange  Free  State, 
make  known  to  the  residents  of  the  territory  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  that  the  said  territory  is  being  occupied  by  the  Free  State 
forces. 

Since  a  state  of  war  exists  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Orange 
Free  State,  and  the  Cape  Colony  is  Ijeing  empolyed  as  a  base  of  opera- 
tions against  this  State,  without  taking  the  wishes  of  the  peaceful 
inhabitants  of  that  Colony  into  consideration,  so  I  have  ordered  my 
military  officers  to  cross  the  border  of  the  Cape  Colony  with  no  other 
object  than  the  defence  of  my  land  and  people,  and  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  independence. 

As  this  State  has  no  other  enemies  than  the  troops  of  Great 
Britain,  and  we  are  waging  war  against  the  soldiers  of  Her  Britannic 
Majesty  and  not  against  the  burghers  of  the  Cape  Colony,  these  will 
continue  to  enjoy  perfect  liberty  of  person  and  property  as  long  as 
they  do  not  forfeit  the  same  by  hostile  acts  against  the  burgher  forces 
of  the  Orange  Free  State.  'The  Commandants  and  Commanding 
Officers  will  draw  up  and  publish  for  general  information  particulars 
of  the  measures  to  be  taken  against  such  persons  and  communities 
as  act  in  conflict  with  the  usages  of  warfare. 
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Trusting  to  the  friendly  disposition  of  a  sympathising  brother- 
people,  and  considering  the  calamities  and  mischief  which  an  un- 
righteous war  must  necessarily  bring  upon  the  innocent  heads  of 
them  against  whose  will  and  liking  the  same  is  being  waged  by  the 
Government  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty,  I  have  ordered  my  officers 
to  make  no  use  of  the  rights  of  war,  by  virtue  of  which  requisitions 
might  be  made  upon  thelfarming  population  of  the  occupied  country 
for  the  supply  of  the  requirements  of  the  burgher  forces,  instead  of 
which  all  necessary  provisions  will  be  requisitioned  only  with  cash 
payment,  or  the  giving  of  official  receipts. 

Thus  done  and  given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
Orange  Free  State,  at  Bloemfontein",  this  14th  day  of  October,  1899. 

M.  T.  STEYN, 

State  President. 

By  Order, 

P.  J.  BLIGNAUT, 

Government  Secretary. 


Translation.] 

A  CALL  FOR  JUSTICE, 

By  the  people  of  the  Orange  Free  State  to  all  Afrikanders  and  resi- 
dents of  the  Cape  Colony  sj'^mpathising  with  us  in  our  strug- 
gle against  Great  Britain. 

Men  and  Brethren ! — As  long  as  our  independence  remained  un- 
touched, and  our  national  self-respect  was  not  threatened  w^th  des- 
truction by  it,  we  have  patiently  endured,  for  the  sake  of  peace,  the 
most  wicked  injustice,  the  most  unprincipled  oppression  and  tyr- 
anny from  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  relying  upon  the  mag- 
nanimity of  the  British  nation,  who,  as  we  supposed,  would  grant  us 
justice  in  the  end. 

That  hope  is  now  gone,  since  we  have  learnt  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Prime  Minister  of  England  that  when  a  weak  State  is  concerned, 
the  mighty  England  is  not  bound  by  its  solemnly  pledged  word,  but 
is  able,  as  soon  as  its  interests  demand  it,  arl)itrarily  to  violate  its 
faith  and  to  break  its  solemn  treaties.  He  wdio  argues  thus  cannot 
be  restrained  in  an  honest  and  peaceful  manner.  As  long  as  this 
view  was  confined  to  isolated  actions,  and  there  existed  a  hope  that' 
it  would  confine  itself  to  single  individuals  among  the  British  nation, 
we  could  and  were  prepared  to  patiently  bear  temporary  sacrifices, 
fully  convinced  that  a  nation  who  boasted  of  its  Christianity  would 
not  allow  its  statesmen  to  continue  to  oppress  a  weak  nation. 

Now,  however,  that  the  practice  has  been  made  a  fixed  doctrine, 
and  this  doctrine  has  been  raised  to  a  leading  principle  for  the  con- 
duct of  the  British  nation  towards  us,  there  no  longer  exists  a  hope 
that  the  injustice  done  us  in  the  past  will  be  compensated,  nor  that 
our  rights  in  the  future  will  be  respected.  Though  grieved  at  heart, 
we  bowed  to  superior  force  for  the  sake  of  retaining  our  indepen- 
dence when  we  Avere  violently  robbed  of  the  Diamond  Fields,  and 
our  territoiy,  conquered  righteously  with  arms  and  blood,  was  taken 
from  us  in  a  hypocritical  manner. " 

But  since  we  are  to  be  deprived  of  this  also  by  the  tyrant,  now 
that  Great  Britain  by  the  usurpation  and  assumption  of  a  suzerainty 
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over  us  and  our  land  tries  to  deprive  us  of  everything  but  the  mere 
shadow  of  independence,  there  remains  nothing  to  be  done  but  to 
take  up  arms  with  the  greatest  faitli  in  God  and  our  right  and  to 
defend  our  dear  country  to  the  bitter  end. 

When  our  national  existence  is  at  stake,  we  cannot  and  may  not 
bow  down  before  the  might  of  the  enemy,  no  matter  how  strong, 
without  a  powerful  resistance.  Without  opposing  such  an  attack  on 
our  liberty  by  force  of  arms,  we  would  be  untrue  to  our  calling,  and 
unworthy  the  respect  of  every  free  nation. 

But  not  only  our  liberty  but  also  yours,  and  that  of  the  whole  of 
South  Africa  is  at  stake. 

He  who  is  not  ashamed  from  mere  covetousness  to  break  solemn 
treaties  made  with  your  brethren  and  fellow  countrymen,  will  not 
hesitate  to  trample  your  holy  rights  under  foot,  wherever  and  wh(>ii- 
ever  your  interests  clash  with  his  own. 

An  English  statesman  tells  us  that  one  of  the  reasons  for  the 
attack  against  our  independence  is  because  our  growth  and  increas- 
ing poAvers  are  a  menace  to  the  existence  of  British  supremacy  in 
South  Africa.  The  Governor  of  your  Colony  has  lately  declared 
that  the  Republican  spirit  of  independence  threatens  to  animate  the 
Colonists  through  the  length  and  breadth  of  South  Africa  with  a  new 
life  and  desire  for  independence,  by  means  of  which  British  author- 
ity in  South  Africa  may  be  prejudiced. 

Truly,  beautiful  reasons  for  breach  of  faith  and  indulgence  in 
the  lust  for  tyranny.  The  development  of  your  love  for  your  country, 
the  growth  of  your  noble  virtues  are  a  danger  to  British  Imperialism, 
therefore  we  must  be  humbled  and  deprived  of  our  independence. 
The  blow,  aimed  at  the  growing  Afrikanderdom,  must  have  the  ap- 
pearance of  only  being  intended  for  the  independent  Republics. 

But  don"t  let  yourselves  be  deceived.  The  Republics  alone  are 
no  longer  concerned.  Afrikanderdom  is  increasing  and  becoming 
powerful,  and  therefore  it  must  be  destroyed.  The  free  Republics 
must  be  sacrificed  to  Imperialism,  independence  to  subjection,  Afri- 
kanderdom to  the  British  lust  for  supremacy. 

With  a  deep  consciousness,  and  holy  conviction  that  the  fate  of 
Afrikanderdom  is  our  fate,  and  that  our  fate  is  that  of  Afrikander- 
dom, we  raise  our  cry  to  you,  in  the  hour  of  strife,  to  stand  side  by 
side,  shoulder  to  shoulder,  with  us,  and  to  fight  with  us. 

You  cannot,  you  may  not,  now  that  the  hour  of  awakening  has 
come,  suffer  the  tyrant  to  extinguish  for  ever  the  grandest  virtues 
your  soul  possesses,  and  deaden  the  holiest  human  feelings  in  you, 
without  a  powerful  resistance. 

Our  fight  is  righteous,  our  faith  is  in  God.  With  you  on  our 
side  the  result  of  the  struggle  cannot  be  doubtful.  We  will  triumph, 
the  tyrant  will  be  overcome. 

Slachtersnek,  Boomplaats,  Paardekraal,  Doornkop,  will  remain 
to  eternity  witnesses  of  the  enemy's  tyranny,  covetousness,  and 
faithlessness.  Their  memorial  stones,  as  if  raised  up  by  the  hand 
of  God,  conjure  us  before  the  Almighty  to  be  true  to  our  calling,  to 
sacrifice  our  lives  for  freedom. 

The  tyrant  knows  no  faith.  Bitter  experience  has  taught  us 
that ;  his  own  lips  proclaim  it.  Not  satisfied  with  having  oppressed 
us  in  the  days  of  our  national  youth,  having  persecuted  and  robl)ed 
us,  he  now  tries,  as  unsated,  as  shameless  as  before,  to  wrest  from  us 
the  most  precious  pledge  of  our  independence.  For  this  we  have 
in  the  past  willingly  sacl'ificed  our  property  and  blood,  and  for  this 
we  are  now  again  ready  to  struggle  to  the  bitter  end. 
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May  God  grant  that  in  this  severe  struggle  for  right  and  justice 
our  voice  niay'not  be  heard  fruitless  as  in  an  empty  desert,  but  that 
the  love  for  your  country  and  freedom,  the  noble  virtues  of  the  truly 
free  man  may  animate  you  and  urge  you  on  to  take  your  part  in  the 
struggle ;  we  trust. 


Colesberg,  31st  May,  1900. 

The  Resident  Magistrate, 
Colesberg. 

EE-OCCUPATION  OF  COLESBERG. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  report :  — 

On  the  1st  November,  1899,  the  Cape  Police  stationed  at  Norval's 
Pont  and  Colesberg  bridges  were  taken  prisoners.      On  the  2nd  idem 

*  *  *  ,  openly  boasted  that  he  had  spoken  to 
Corporal  Kincaird,  C.P.,  a  prisoner  taken  at  Colesberg  bridge  in  the 
Free  State. 

Between  1st  and  12th  November,  1899,  daily  parties  went  to 
Colesberg  bridge  or        *      ,  *        ,  which  adjoins  the  river, 

for  the  purpose  of  having  picnics  with  the  Free  Staters,  and  in  some 
cases  went  across  the  river  to  their  laager,  by  most  of  the        * 
families  residing  here,  to  wit,         *       ,         *       ^       *       ^         *       , 

*       ,  etc. 

On  the  14th  November,  1899,  at  about  4  a.m.,  Special  Police  Con- 
stable *  reported  to  me  that  the  town  was  surrounded  by 
armed  Boers.  I  found  the  kopjes  round  the  town  occupied  by  them. 
I  went  to  the  Post  Master  for  the  purpose  of  wiring  to  Naauwpoort, 
when  on  examination  he  found  the  wire  cut.  I  immediately  went 
to  the  Resident  Magistrate  to  report.  A  few  minutes  after  my  ar- 
rival two  armed  Free  State  officers  came  up ;  one  was  Mr.  Advocate 
Botha. 

On  the  Magistrate's  appearing  they  demanded  the  surrender  of 
the  town  and  the  keys  of  the  Magistrate's  offices. 

At  about  7  a.m.  a  number  of  armed  and  mounted  Free  State 
burghers  marched  into  the  town,  leading  was  Mr.  E.  R.  Groblor, 
Hoofd  Commandant,  and  at  his  side  was  a  Free  Stater  carrying  the 
Federal  flag.  They  formed  up  in  front  of  the  Court  House.  Grob  ■ 
ler  dismounted,  and  standing  on  the  stoep,  said  that  Colesberg  was 
now  annexed  and  formed  part  of  the  Free  State,  continued  the  speech 
for  a  short  time,  and  announced  that  conditions  of  the  Proclamation 
would  be  read  out  at  11  a.m.  to-morrow,  Wednesday,  15th  November, 
1899.  While  he  was  speaking  two  men,  *  and  *  ,  both 
British  subjects,  hoisted  the  Federal  flag  on  the  flagstaff  in  iront  of 
the  Court  House,  when  Grobler  finished  his  speech. 

The  Resident  Magistrate  addressed  the  people,  saying  they  were 
British  subjects,  and  w^ere  British  subjects  still.  While  he  was 
speaking  a  man  named  *  ,  a  British  subject,  said  it  is  Free 
State  now,  and  at  the  same  time  rushing  forward  to  the  Magistrate, 
but  he  was  held  back  by  some  armed  burghers.  This  man  acted  in 
the  capacity  *  during  the  occupation.  At  this  time  a  number 
of  British  subjects  joined  the  Boer  forces,  to  wit,  the        *  * 

*  and  others.  On  the  15th  November,  1899,  an  armed  de- 
monstration was  made  at  the  side  of  the  Town  Hall,  where  a  number 
of  packing  cases  were  put.  E.  R.  Grobler,  Fighting  General  Schoe  • 
man,  and  Advocate  Botha,  all  Free  Staters,  niounted  the  platform; 
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the  first  two  addressed  the  people.  Advocate  Botha  road  the  pro- 
clamation annexing  Colesheru  as  part  of  the  Free  State.  Afterwavdn 
the  burghers  rode  through  the  town,  al)Out  1,100  strong,  the  forces 
being  made  uj)  of  Free  Staters,  Transvaalers,  and  Germans,  who  were 
in  charge  of  the  Artillery.  Seven  days  were  given  for  any  i^orson 
to  leave  the  town. 

I  left  the  town  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  November,  1899. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  A.  W.  TAYLER, 
Chief  Constable. 


Colesberg,  17th  July,  1900. 
The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department, 

Cape  Town. 
REPORT  ON  THE  GENERAL   STATE  OF  THE  DISTRICT  OF 
COLESBERG  DURING  OCCUPATION  BY  THE  QUEEN'S 
ENEMIES. 

In  reply  to  your  message  of  the  13th  ulto.  requesting  me  to  furn- 
ish a  report  on  the  state  of  this  district  during  the  time  it  was  in 
virtual  occupation  of  the  Queen's  enemies,  I  have  the  honour  tu 
report  as  follows:  — 

1.  As  to  what  proportion  of  the  people  joined  the  enemy? 

The  number  of  registered  voters  in  this  division  is  1,005.  Of 
these  some  250  to  300  actually  joined  the  enemy's  ranks,  Vv-hile  prac- 
tically the  whole  district  except  the  inhabitants  in  arrear  of  the 
British  lines  assisted  them  in  different  ways  with  supplie.-^  or  inforin- 
3 tion ;  and  on  occasions,  when  the  fighting  was  near  to  their  farms, 
they  were  in  the  habit  of  making  little  excursions,  and  if<  or  a  day  or 
two's  shooting,  they  would  return  to  work  their  propertif^s  Sonie  of 
the  natives,  who  were  commandeered  as  cooks  to  one  of  the  two  of  the 
Colesberg  rebels'  laagers,  stated  that  they  overheard  Free  Staters  say, 
that  they  were  promised  2,000  men  here  if  they  crossed  the  Orange 
River,  and  that  they  were  greatly  disappointed  at  only  receiving 
800  recruits ;  but  it  seems  extremely  doubtful  to  me  that  such  a  large 
number  could  have  joined,  although  I  am  aware  that  some  came  from 
Philipstown,  Venterstad,  and  Middelburg  districts. 

2.  What  i^roportion  referred  to  joined  or  left  the  district? 

A  very  small  number  of  Dutch  farmers  refused  to  join,  but  sev- 
eral objected  to  enlisting,  on  the  score  of  their  farming  operations 
requiring  attention,  and  arranged  the  matter  to  their  satisfaction 
with  the  commandeering  committee,  which  body  will  l)e  treated  of 
later  on  in  my  report.  All  English  speaking  farmers,  and  nearly 
all  townsmen  "left  the  district  fofBritish  protection,  but  very  few  of 
the  Dutch  farmers — probably  not  more  than  half  a  dozen — except 
those  who  crossed  into  the  Orange  River  Colony,  a  very  considerable 
number,  including  all  the  combatants  and  probably  four-fifths  of  the 
remaining  population  of  the  district,  men,  women,  and  children,  the 
only  people  remaining  being  the  aged. 

3.  Extent  to  which  commandeering  was  carried  on  by  the  enemy  ? 

On  the  15th  November,  1899,  the  day  following  the  military  oc- 
cupation of  the  town  by  the  enemy.  Chief  Commandant  Grobler,  afteif 
referring  in  a  most  inflammatory  language  to  the  policy  of  Grea- 

[A.  5— 1900.]  M 
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Britain  at  an  open  air  meeting  in  the  Market  Square,  where  an  armed 
demonstration  took  place,  convened  a  public  meeting  in  the  Court 
House,  wliere  he  again  addressed  the  people  as  to  the  desirability 
of  their  throwing  off  "the  yoke  of  England."      A  *        farmer 

then  proposed  the  names  of  *  other  influential  farmers  in  this 
district,        *  *        being  one  of  the       *      ,  as  a  commandeer- 

ing committee.  This  comniJindeering  committee  immediately  set 
to  work,  and  appointed  men  under  them  to  commandeer  men  and 
moans  in  the  various  wards,  and  these  men  did  their  work  thorough- 
ly- 

Forage,  supplies  of  food  and  clothing,  and  men,  were  comman- 
deered ;  only  a  certain  number  of  men  being  left  on  farms  for  har- 
vesting and  other  purposes.  Among  those  appointed  to  comman- 
deer were  *  of  our  own  Field  Cornets ;  as  a  rule,  whenever  a 
man  was  commandeered  and  hesitated  about  complying,  the  gift  of 
a  horse  or  its  equivalent  would  free  him  from  doing  military  duty ; 
but  a  great  deal  depended  upon  the  temperament  of  the  Comman- 
deering Oificer,  and  in  some  instances  where  the  latter  was  of  an 
overbearing  nature,  and  had  deeply  implicated  himself,  and  wished 
to  draw  his  neighbours  into  trouble  too,  he  would  threaten  to  have 
them  fined  £37  10s.,  the  regulation  amount,  and  to  commandeer  them 
immediately  again  after  payment  of  the  fine,  when  a  similar  fine 
M^ould  be  inflicted,  and  so  on  till  they  either  came  to  their  senses  or 
had  their  property  practically  confiscated.  Most  men  succumbed 
at  once  on  this  view  of  the  matter  being  explained  to  them,  but  very 
many  were  more  than  pleased  at  being  honoured  with  commandeer 
notes.  The  goods  commandeered  or  purchased  at  the  shops  were, 
I  understand,  all  paid  for  in  new  British  sovereigns,  said  to  have 
been  either  minted  at  Pretoria  or  commandeered  from  the  National 
Bank,  all  of  the  shojikeepers  with  one  exception  doing  very  good 
business  indeed  during  the  occupation ;  but  some  farmers  lost  rather 
heavily,  having  sold  large  quantities  of  supplies  to  their  friends  and 
received  promissory  notes  in  exchange  payable  after  the  war;  one 
has  some  £800  worth  of  these  valuable  slips  of  paper. 

Four  farmers  who  were  commandeered  interviewed  General 
Schoeman  and  protested  against  being  commandeered,  whereupon 
he  said  he  wished  to  have  no  unwilling  soldiers,  and  quoted  the 
proverb  of  the  horse  being  taken  to  the  water,  and  the  impossibility 
of  making  him  drink.  These  farmers  thereupon  retired  home  and 
took  no  part  in  the  operations.  They  were  not  interfered  with, 
4.  Looting? 

On  this  point  matters  were  about  even,  the  furniture  and  fittings 
of  some  six  farms  on  either  side  being  completely  wrecked.  One, 
an  English  farmer's  house,  had  the  misfortune  to  have  no  less  than 
three  turns,  being  firstly  partially  wrecked  by  the  enemy  during 
their  advance  on  Naauwpoort,  secondly  by  the  troops  during  their 
advance  on  Colesberg,  and  lastly  by  the  enemy  during  their  second 
advance  on  Naauwpoort  and  the  British  retreat.  The  state  of  that 
house  now  is  worth  a  special  visit,  the  only  sound  articles  about  the 
place  being  a  couple  of  bedstead  legs,  and  half  a  piano.  In  the 
town,  houses  of  many  absentees,  my  own  amongst  the  number,  were 
occupied  by  doctors  and  nurses  and  as  hospitals,  and  although  no- 
thmg  was  wantonly  destroj^ed,  the  larger  articles  of  furniture  were 
so  roughly  used,  as  to  make  them  in  some  instances  unfit  for  further 
use.  Some  articles  of  furniture  were  missing,  and  ornaments  and 
smaller  articles  like  whist-markers,  music,  and  tennis  racquets, 
which  by  no  earthly  stretch  of  imagination  could  be  said  to  be  of 
use  m  war  had  been  stolen,       *      ,  one  of  the        *       who  occupied 
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my  house,  has,  during  the  past  week,  been  sentenced  to  five  years' 
imprisonment  in  the  Orange  Eiver  Colony  for  carrying  off  fourteen 
cows  during  the  Boer  occupation  from  a  farm  here. ' 
5.  Aggressive  measures  against  loyalists? 

Nine  loyalists  were  locked  up  in  the  Court  House  for  over  tlircu' 
months  without  knowing  wluit  the  charge  against  them  was,  ami 
were  released  three  days  before  the  British  re-occu])iod  Colesbnrg. 
I  believe  myself  that  they  were  really  arrested  as  hostages  lor  the 
life  of  a  certain  *  farmer  of  Cape  Colony  who  was  arrested  in 
the  early  stages  of  the  war,  and  detained         * 

I  have,  etc.; 

(Signed)  F.  WRENSCH, 

C.C.  and  li.M. 


GORDONIA. 


Cape  Town,  March  22nd,  1900. 
The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department, 
Cape  Town. 

INVASION  OF  THE  DISTRICT  OF  GORDONIA. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  report  for  the  information  of  Gov- 
ernment that  on  the  28th  February,  1900,  it  was  reported  to  me  by 

*  ,  a  private  in  the  Cape  Police,  stationed  at  Groot  Drink,  in 
the  district  of  Kenhardt,  and  about  48  miles  to  the  west  of  Upington, 
that  a  body  of  about  fifty  men,  consisting  of  Griqualand  West, 
Prieska,  and  Kuruman  rebels,  had  arrived  there  as  the  advance 
guard  of  a  column  of  200  men,  who,  they  stated,  vv^ere  advancing  on 
Upington  with  two  guns. 

Acting  on  your  instructions,  I  immediately  gave  Sergeant  Eraser 
warning,  and  told  him  to  fall  back  on  Zwart  Modder,  and  there  col- 
lect his  whole  force,  consisting  of  19  men,  and  should  the  invasion  of 
the  district  become  an  accomplished  fact,  to  retire  towards  Calvinia 
by  way  of  Schuit  Drift,  or  if  that  course  were  impracticable,  then  to 
fall  back  upon  German  South  West  African  territory,  hand  over  his 
arms  and  ammunition  at  the  first  military  or  police  camp,  and  obtain 
permission  from  the  authorities  to  be  allowed  to  remain,  or  to  make 
his  way  south  through  their  territory  to  Port  Nolloth. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  whole  force  have  successfully 
evaded  the  enemy,  and  fallen  back  through  German  South- West 
Africa. 

Previous  to  this  I  had  been  unofficially  informed  by  one  *  ; 
a  farmer  who  resides  in  German  territory,  about  *  over  the 
border,  and  *  miles  north  west  of  Upington,  that  the  Germans 
had  an  armed  force  of  about  200  men  stationed  *  ,  in  antici]ja- 
tion  of  the  occupation  of  Gordonia  by  the  Boers.  He  further  in- 
formed me  that  he  had  it  on  the  authority  of  an  officer  that  the  Ger- 
man Government  had  resolved  to  receive  all  refugees  claiming  their 
protection,  and  that  they  had  suspended  the  duty  on  cattle  and 
sheep  (which  is  £3  and  lbs.  a  head  respectively)  so  as  to  enable  all 
British  subjects,  who  should  be  ol)liged  to  flee  into  that  territory  with 
their  herds,  to  pass  out  with  their  stock  free  of  duty. 
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All  the  English  inhabitants  have  left,  and  most  of  them  have 
gone  in  the  direction  of  German  territory. 

On  the  3rd  of  March  it  was  reported  to  me  that  a  body  of  about 
fifty  armed  men  had  entered  the  district  and  had  encamped  them- 
selves about  three  miles  outside  the  township.  In  order  to  satisfy 
mvself  on  this  point,  and  also  to  endeavour  to  dissuade  this  body  of 
men  from  entering  the  town,  I  resolved  to  go  out  and  meet  them, 
and  trv  what  persuasion  would  do.  Before  leaving  on  this  errand, 
I  asked  the  *  ,  of  the         *        to  accompany  nie,  and  to 

render  me  his  aid  in  accomplishing  my  task;  he,  however,  declined 
to  have  anything  to  do  with  the  matter.  I  accordingly  went  out  ac- 
companied by  Mr.  Verschuur,  the  Assistant  Magistrate,  and  Mr. 
Kidd,  the  Postmaster. 

I  met  the  rebels  about  three  miles  out  of  the  town ;  they  were 
fully  armed  and  had  with  them  three  wagons  containing  ammuni- 
tion and  supplies.      These  men  were  under  the  command  of      * 

*  ,  who  informed  me  he  was  a  British  subject,  or  rather  had 
been,  and  an  inhabitant  of  the  district  of  Kuruman. 

Amongst  the  men  under  him  and  assembled  there,  there  was 
only  one  Transvaaler,  of  the  name  of  *  ,  and  no  Free  Staters, 
and  they  all  admitted  that  they  were  rebels. 

I  harangued  them  at  length,  pointing  out  the  enormity  of  their 
crime,  and  warning  them  of  the  inevitable  result.  I  promised  them 
that  if  the  only  offence  they  had  committed  was  the  invasion  of  my 
district,  should  they  surrender  their  arms  and  retire  peaceably  to 
their  homes,  I  should  use  all  the  influence  in  my  power  to  obtain  a 
free  pardon  for  them,  at  the  same  time  warning  them  that  if  they  did 
not  avail  themselves  of  this  clemency,  their  punishment  would  be 

severe. 

I  left  them  with  the  impression  that  I  had  more  than  half  suc- 
ceeded, and  on  my  way  home  met  *  ,  and  *  ,  *  ,  who 
were,  they  informed  rtie,  on  a  similar  errand  bent — how  far  we  suc- 
ceeded the  after  results  show. 

On  the  10th  instant  Mr.  De  Kock,  Private  Secretary  to  Com 
mandant  Jooste,  entered  the  town  under  protection  of  a  white  flag, 
and  delivered  to  me  a  demand  from  Commandant  Jooste,  who  was 
then  encamped  about  four  miles  west  of  the  town,  asking  for  the  sur- 
render of  Upington,  and  the  district  of  Gordonia,  and  intimatinpf 
that  he  was  about  to  enter  the  town  with  an  armed  force  for  the  pur- 
pose of  annexing  the  district  and  proclaiming  the  same  Orange  Free 
State  territory. 

I  replied  stating  that  as  I  was  without  protection  I  had  no  Jbl- 
ternative  but  to  submit,  and  claimed  on  behalf  of  the  inhabitants 
that  during  his  occupation,  Commandant  Jooste  should  act  in  strict 
accordance  with  the  usages  of  modern  civilised  warfare. 

At  about  twelve  noon,  a  force  of  about  100  men  under  Comman- 
dant Jooste  entered  the  town,  and  proclaimed  the  district  Free  State 
territory,  and  hoisted  the  combined  flag.  This  force  was  afterwards 
augmented  to  about  300  men. 

Before  the  proclamation  was  read  I  addressed  the  inhabitants 
protesting  against  the  proclamation  of  the  district,  and  exhorting 
all  subjects  to  remain  loyal,  and  warning  them  against  recognising 
the  Republican  flag,  or  in  any  way  swerving  from  their  allegiance  to 
the  Queen,  or  assisting  her  enemies  by  supplying  them  with  pro- 
visions, etc. 

Loyal  subjects  were  given  eight  days  to  leave  the  district,  after 
the  lapse  of  which  time  they  were  informed  should  they  remain 
they  would  become  ipso  facto  burghers  of  the  Orange  Free  State,  and 
as  such  liable  to  be  commandeered  to  fight. 
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On  behalf  of  the  Bastards  who,  as  you  are  aware,  own  con- 
siderable land  and  stock  in  this  district,  and  upon  whom  the  effect  of 
a  wholesale  "  trek  "  at  this  time  of  the  year  would  have  been  disas- 
trous, I  pleaded  with  Commandant  Jodste  for  immunity  from  com- 
mandeering both  of  men  and  stock,  and  the  right  to  remain  on  their 
farms  so  long  as  they  remained  neutral,  and  1  am  glad  to  say  I  was 
successful  in  my  efforts.  The  Bastards  are  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  terms  offered  to  them,  and  have  decided  to  remain. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  10th  March  the  Dutch  inhabitants  wore 
assembled  by  the  Commandant  in  the  Court  Room,  where,  after  the 
meeting  had  been  opened  by  prayer        *  *      ,  the  Comman- 

dant addressed  the  assembly,  andafter  reviling  the  Union  Jack,  got 
those  present  to  elect  their  local  war  committee  or  Krijgsraad ;  this 
was  done,  and  the  following  persons  were  chosen,  * 

******* 
******* 


All  these  persons  occupied  the  positions  and  were  acting  in  their 
several  capacities  before  I  left.  The  above  are  all  of  them  British 
subjects  and  registered  voters. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  local  *  who  are  British 
subjects  and  registered  voters  who  left  the  district  before  invasion, 
and  voluntarily  joined  the  enemy  and  virtually  led  them  into  the 
district:  — 

******* 

******* 
and        *       ; 

During  the  course  of  a  conversation  with  Mr.  De  Kock,  the 
Secretary  to  Commandant  Jooste,  informed  me  that  the  most 
important  factor  in  the  annexation  of  Gordonia  to  the  Free  State 
was  that  it  allowed  the  Transvaal  another  open  port  for  the  importa- 
tion of  arms  and  ammunition,  as  they  would  be  able  to  obtain  all 
they  required  through  the  German  territory.  He  also  informed  me 
that  they  had  had  up  to  date  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  their  supplies 
through  Delagoa  Bay,  and  that  they  were  expecting  a  force  of  25,000 
Frenchmen  who  were  all  trained  soldiers,  but  were  coming  out  os- 
tensibly as  mechanics  and  miners. 

Immediately  upon  the  proclamation  of  the  District,  all  arms  and 
ammunition  in  the  possession  of  inhabitants  were  called  in  and  con- 
fiscated by  the  Commandant.  The  store  of  Messrs.  Holmes  and  Co. 
was  the  first  one  commandeered,  as  he  refused  to  supply  any  goods. 
The  next  store  which  fared  the  same  fate  was  that  of  D.  Turner,  the 
other  three  storekeepers,  who  were  all  Germans,  and  whose  names 
are  Hickfang,  Preuss,  and  Knop,  were,  up  to  the  time  I  left,  exempted 
from  this  treatment. 

With  reference  to  the  food  supply  in  the  township  of  Upington, 
and  the  district  of  Gordonia,  as  far  as  I  am  in  a  position  to  judge,  I 
should  say  that  there  is  an  ample  supply  of  meal  and  mealies  to  last 
the  inhabitants  for  at  least  four  months,  and  the  meat  supply  would 
be  almost  inexhaustible,  but  of  the  other  necessaries  of  life,  such  as 
groceries,  there  is  a  very  small  quantity,  not  sufficient  to  tide  them 
over  one  month.  Luxuries  such  as  tobacco  and  liquor  are  also  at  a 
low  ebb. 

In  my  opinion  the  cause  of  this  wholesale  going  over  to  the 
enemy  on  the  part  of  the  local  rebels  of  Gordonia  is  the  unshaken 
belief  in  the  prowess  and  infallibility  of  the  Transvaal,  and  of  the 
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ultimate  success  of  their  arms,  and  tlie  false  reports  as  to  the  sup- 
posed victories  they  had  gained — to  this  impression  the  Dutch  Press 
has  largely  contributed. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  J.  H.  O'CONNELL, 

Eesident  Magistrate. 


Melkstroom,  lOde  Maart,  1900. 

Den  Weld.  Ed.  Gest. 

Bevelhebber  van  de  Britsche  Regeering, 
Upington,  Gordonia. 

Wei  Ed.  Heer, — Hiermede  wil  ik  tot  uw  Ed.  kennis  brengen  dat 
ik  afgevaardigd  is  door  de  Gouvernement  van  de  Oranje  Vrijstaat, 
Upington,  Gordonia,  te  proclameeren  als  Oranje  Vrijstaatsche 
"ebied.  Het  is  my  te  kennis  gebracht  dat  een  gewapende  macht 
bestaande  uit  kleurlingen  door  UEd.  is  bij  elkander  gebracht  ten 
einde  tegenstand  tegen""de  troepen  van  de  Oranje  Vrijstaat  te  bieden, 
ik  v^il  eerbiediglijk  tot  UWEd.  kennis  brengen  dat  wij  geen  strijd 
met  kleurlingen  voerde,  niaar  wel  tegen  het  Britsche  Rijk,  en  ik  zal 
UWEd.  verantwoordelijk  houdt  voor  alle  tegenstand  of  zulk  een 
wijze  gebied,  integendeel,  indien  UEd.  het  stad  zonder  dwing  afgeven 
wensch  ik  UEd.  te  verzekeren  dat  alle  beschaafdheid  UEd  en  on- 
dersteun  zal  gewezen  wordt. 

Hoogachtend, 

UWEd.  enz, 
(Signed)  J.  1\  JOOSTE, 
Commandant  Z.  W.  Grens. 


Translation.] 

Melkstroom,  10th  March,  1900. 

The  Honourable  Representative  of  the  British  Government, 
at  Upington,  Gordonia. 

Hon.  Sir, — I  wish  to  bring  herewith  to  Your  Honour's  notice  the 
fact  that  I  have  been  deputed  by  the  Government  of  the  Orange  Free 
State  to  proclaim  Upington,  Gordonia,  Orange  Free  State  Territory. 

I  have  been  informed  that  an  armed  force,  consisting  of  natives, 
has  been  collected  by  Your  Honour  in  order  to  offer  resistance  to  the 
troops  of  the  Orange  Free  State. 

I  wish  therefore  respectifully  to  draw  Your  Honour's  attention 
to  the  fact  that  we  are  not  carrying  on  war  with  natives,  but  with 
the  British  Empire,  and  I  will  hold  Your  Honour  responsible  for  all 
resistance  offered  in  this  manner,  and  on  the  other  hand  if  Your 
Honour  decides  to  surrender  the  town  without  compulsion,  I  wish 
to  assure  you  and  your  supporters  will  in  every  respect  be  treated  in 
a  civilised  way. 

Yours  etc., 

(Signed)  J.  P.  JOOSTE, 
Commandant  S.W.  Boundary. 
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10/3/00. 
Reply.] 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  even  date,  and  to  inform  you  that  any  rejwrt  which 
has  reached  you  as  to  the  arming  of  coloured  people  hy  me  with  my 
consent  or  to  my  knowledge,  is  false.  I  know  of  no  such  force  hav- 
ing been  raised  to  oppose  your  taking  possession  of  the  town,  and 
since  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  resist  through  not  having  been  su])- 
plied  with  an  armed  force  by  the  Military  Authorities,  I  am  forced 
to  sulimit  to  the  inevitable  and  to  surrender. 

I  trust  that  every  consideration  will  be  accorded  by  you  to  loyals 
jf  this  district,  and  that  the  usages  of  modern  civilised  warfare  will 
be  strictly  adhered  to. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  J.  H.  O'CONNELL, 

Resident  Magistrate. 


Office  of  the  Resident  Magistrate  of  Gordonia, 

Upington,  July  12th,  1900.      No.  IV.  343/D/1900. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department, 
Cape  Town. 

INVASION  OF  GORDONIA. 

Sir, — In  compliance  with  your  telegram  (3,150)  of  the  30th 
ultimo,  calling  for  a  report  as  to  the  general  state  of  the  district  dur- 
ing the  time  it  was  in  virtual  occupation  of  the  Queen's  enemies,  and 
other  matters  in  connection  with  the  rebellion;  I  have  the  honour 
to  state,  that  ever  since  the  end  of  December  last  year,  the  district 
has  been  in  a  state  of  unrest,  and  there  have  been  hostile  commandoes 
within  its  boundaries,  consisting  chiefly  of  rebels  of  this  and  the 
neighbouring  districts  of  Kuruman  and  Hay,  Griqualand  West. 

About  the  end  of  December,  some  *  local  Boers  left  the 
district,  and  when  they  were  next  heard  of  they  were  in  the  enemy's 
camp ;  these  men  acted  as  "  go-betweens  "  for  the  local  Boers  and 
the  disaffected  Boers  of  the  neighbouring  districts,  and  of  the  Trans- 
vaal and  Free  State,  and  assisting  in  the  occupation  first  of  Kuru- 
man, then  of  Prieska  and  Kenhardt,  and  eventually  of  their  own 
district,  Gordonia. 

It  would  be  idle  to  say  that  the  local  Boers  were  passive  or 
neutral  in  the  matter,  becavise  through  their  actions  they  constantly 
fomented  rebellion  and  discontent  and  tried  in  every  manner  to 
hamper  the  authorities  in  their  effort  to  keep  the  district  free  from 
invasion. 

At  one  time,  this  was  in  November,  the  question  of  raising  a 
Bastard  Corps  was  discussed,  and  then  the  men  who  were  eventually 
at  the  head  of  the  rebellion  here  threatened  that  if  such  a  step  was 
taken,  the  Boers  of  the  adjoining  district  of  Kenhardt,  and  the  whole 
of  the  labour  colony,  together  with  the  local  Boers,  would  immedi- 
ately combine  and  cause  a  revolution  in  our  midst,  for  the  purpose 
of  exterminating  the  Bastards,  expelling  the  English,  and  joining 
the  Republics,  and  I  know  only  too  well,  that  they  were  supplied 
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with  an  unlimited  quantity  of  ammunition,  and  were  well  armed, 
and  would  have  welcomed  this  step  as  being  to  their  minds  a  legiti- 
mato  excuse  for  declaring  their  feelings. 

On  the  28th  February  Kenhardt  was  occupied  by  the  rebels,  and 
on  the  same  day,  a  small  commando  of  about  forty  crossed  into  this 
district  at  a  place  called  Groot  Drink,  and  advanced  within  three 
miles  of  Upington,  where  they  entrenched  themselves.  These  men, 
who  were  under  the         *  *        ,  a  rebel  from  the  district  of 

*  ,  consisted  with  one  exception  of  rebels  of  this  and  the 
adjoining  districts. 

Of  the  4th  March,  *  men  of  the  names  of  *  ,  *  , 
and  *  ,  a  *  rebel,  arrived  at  the  "Poor  Whites  Labour 
Colony,"  at  *  ,  and  persuaded  the  whole  of  that  Colony,  to  a 
man,  to  join  them;         *  *  *       was  the  leader  of  these 

men. 

After  having  arranged  matters  in  this  way,  the  local  Boers, 
knowing  that  there  was  no  danger  to  themselves  from  the  British, 
openly  joined  the  Boer  laager  under  *  and  prepared  to  wel- 
come the  enemy,  only  employing  this  precaution  not  to  seize  the 
township,  and  turn  out  the  inhabitants  until  they  had  received  the 
moral  support  of  the  Republics,  in  the  shape  of  two  men,  Comman- 
dant Jooste  and  his  secretary,  De  Kock,  who  were  the  only  two 
Transvaalers,  or  nominal  Transvaalers  who  came  here,  and  who, 
together  with  the  aid  of  the  local  rebels,  and  those  of  the  adjoining 
districts,  succeeded  in  annexing  this  district  to  the  Republic  of  the 
Orange  Free  State. 

Here  it  might  be  as  well  to  remark  that  when  Commandant 
Jooste  proclaimed  the  district  Orange  Free  State  territory,  and  af- 
terwards at  the  public  meeting  held  for  those  who  threw  in  their 
cause  with  the  Republics,  he  publicly  stated  that  he  had  come  to 
Upington  "  on  the  invitation  of  the  local  rebels." 

Immediately  upon  the  proclamation  of  the  district,  loyals  were 
given  8  days  to  leave,  and  were  informed  that  they  could  take  with 
them  sufficient  food  and  necessaries  for  their  own  use. 

No  one  was  allowed  to  remain,  save  under  the  penalty  of  be- 
coming ij)so  facto  a  subject  of  the  Orange  Free  State,  and  even  oaths 
of  neutrality  were  declined. 

In  one  instance,  when  an  Englishman,  who  had  a  wife  who  was 
in  so  delicate  a  state  of  health  that  the  doctor  certified  her  as  unfit 
to  travel  without  danger  to  her  life,  pleaded  for  her  to  be  allowed  to 
remain,  at  the  same  time  offering  to  go  himself,  the  Krijgs  Commissie 
insisted  upon  her  being  removed  across  the  border  within  the  stipu- 
lated time,  viz.  8  days. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Bastards  and  the  coloured  people  who 
remained  neutral  and  loyal,  with  very  few  exceptions,  the  whole  of 
the  people  of  the  district  of  Dutch  extraction  joined  the  rebellion. 

The  English  inhabitants  all  left  with  their  families  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  District  Surgeon,  who  was  allowed  to  remain  to  attend 
to  his  patients  without  being  made  to  join  the  rebels. 

From  sworn  information  to  date,  some  380  Boers,  males,  joined 
or  prepared  to  join  the  enemy,  though  at  least  one  third  of  these 
men  were  prevented  from  doing  so  owing  to  the  sudden  flight  of 
the  Boers,  who  fled  immediately  upon  hearing  of  the  advance  of  the 
British  on  Prieska  and  Kenhardt,  and  on  the  very  day  which  had 
been  fixed  for  all  the  commandeered  men,  who  had  not  already 
joined,  to  be  armed  and  to  go  on  active  service.  The  balance  of  the 
Dutch  inhabitants  of  the  district,  almost  without  exception,  indirect- 
ly assisted  the  enemy;  this  would  include  many  persons  too  old  to 
go  on  commando  and  who  were  excused  from  active  service. 
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Commandeering  was  carried  on  throughout  the  district,  and  had 
not  (he  occupation  of  Prieska  disconcerted  the  commandeering 
Field  Cornets,  who  were  all  local  rebels,  more  men  would  no  doubt 
have  been  commandeered;  although  the  commandeering  was  in 
nearly  every  case  a  mere  matter  of  form,  as  the  persons  comman- 
deered had  either  already  joined  voluntarily,  or  were  prepared  to  do 
so. 

There  was  no  restraint  put  upon  those  who  refused  to  join  be- 
cause all  who  refused  were  forced  to  leave  the  district  within  eight 
days,  with  the  exception  of  the  Bastards,  who  were  promised  im- 
munity from  commandeering  of  persons  or  stock. 

I  know  of  only  *  who  applied  for  a  pass,  and  lied  as  a 
refugee. 

The  property  of  all  refugees  was  taken  possession  of  by  the 
rebels  and  appropriated,  eveiy  one  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest 
scrambling  for  a  share  of  this  spoil.  Preparations  were  made  for 
the  sale  of  all  the  remaining  property  of  refugees  which  had  not 
been  looted,  and  this  sale  was  only  averted  by  the  hurried  flight  of 
the  rebels.  The  landed  property  of  the  refugees  was  also  declared 
forfeited,  and  could  only  be  recovered  after  the  war  by  the  payment 
of  the  war  tax  of  £500.  The  monies  realised  were  to  be  sent  to  the 
Orange  Free  State  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  war. 

Looting  took  part  in  all  parts  of  the  district,  from  all  loyals  and 
refugees.  Private  houses,  shops,  and  offices,  also  Government 
buildings,  were  entered  and  looted,  furniture  and  wearing  apparel 
were  either  looted  or  damaged  and  destroyed,  live  stock  was  taken 
without  even  the  formality  of  a  pass. 

Only  those  shopkeepers,  all  Germans,  who  remained  here  and 
carried  on  their  business,  and  by  so  doing  became  Orange  Free  State 
subjects,  were  not  molested,  and  were  only  compelled  to  supply 
upon  Commandeer  Brief  when  the  looted  shops  did  not  possess  the 
articles  required.  Three  shops  belonging  to  the  refugees  were  com- 
pletely looted,  and  the  two  others  wliich  were  partly  looted,  only 
escaped  the  same  fate  through  lack  of  time. 

Amongst  the  articles  looted  were  many  which  were  useless  to 
the  looters  and  of  no  military  use  whatever,  such  as  female  dress 
material,  jewellery,  pictures,  piano,  etc. 

The  direction  of  affairs  was  wholly  in  the  hands  of  the  local 
rebels,  the  chief  ofifices  in  the  new  government  were  fdled  by  them, 
as  members  of  the  Krijgs  Commissie;  live  of  all  local  rebels,  all 
registered  voters,  and  British  subjects,  h'eld  full  sway  over  the  in- 
habitants of  the  district,  their  word  Ijeing  law;  they  apjiointed  the 
Field  Cornets,  who  were  also  all  local  men  and  British  subjects. 

It  was  local  men  and  Colonial  rebels  who  took  the  most  promin- 
ent part  in  the  direction  of  affairs,  disarming  loyals  and  sentencing 
them  to  a  fine  or  imprisonment;  discharging  prisoners  who  had  been 
legally  sentenced  to  imprisonment  under  British  rule;  issuing 
passes,  arming  rebels,  commandeering,  breaking  oi)en  of  houses, 
stirring  up  sedition,  and  raising  rebellion. 

Rebels  were  in  all  cases  more  extreme  in  their  measures  against 
loyalists,  more  destructive,  more  wasteful,  and  more  insulting.  As 
long  as  the  Free  State  Flag  waved  and  the  Head  Commandant  was 
here  (this  was  up  to  the  21st  March,  viz.,  for  11  days)  affairs  were 
generally  more  or  less  all  right,  v\ath,  of  course,  the  exception  that 
there  was  open  rebellion,  and  that  business  (except  that  done  by 
rebel  adherents)  was  suspended,  and  that  loyalists  were  put  to  the 
expense  of  travelhng  and  had  to  suffer  heavy  loss  in  stock  and  busi- 
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ness;  but  after  the  Commandants  withdrew,  and  the  riff -ralT  of  the 
rebels  held  full  sway,  the  state  of  affairs  must  have  been  simply  ap- 
palling, and  has  been  described  as  a  reign  of  terror  for  respectable 
l)eople. 

The  rebels  stole  right  and  left,  and  the  natives  got  entirely  out 
of  all  control  and  did  just  as  they  pleased. 

As  far  as  this  district  is  concerned,  no  plea  can  be  brought  for- 
ward that  the  inhabitants  were  forced  into  the  rebellion  by  the  Re- 
publics, through  their  not  having  received  sufficient  protection  from 
the  Imperial  Authorities. 

The  leading  Dutch  inhabitants  approached  me  and  begged  that 
I  should  not  get  a  force  here,  when  all  the  time,  they  were  arranging 
with  the  Republics  for  the  invasion  of  the  district. 

I  am  fully  satisfied  that  had  not  the  Free  Staters  been  invited 
here  by  the  local  rebels,  there  would  have  been  no  invasion  of  Gor- 
donia. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  J.  H.  O'CONNELL, 

Resident  Magistrate. 


HAY. 


Kimberley,  3rd  April,  1900. 

INVASION  OF  THE  DIVISION  OF  HAY,  GRIQUALAND  WEST, 
BY  A  COMMANDO  OF  FREE  STATE  FORCES. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department, 
Cape  Town. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  state  that  prior  to  the  invasion  of  the 
Division  of  Hay,  many  of  the  Dutch  farmers,  in  fact,  I  might  say  the 
whole  division,  was  in  a  very  restless  state,  and  showing  much  sym- 
pathy with  the  Transvaal  and  Free  State  Republics.  Meetings  were 
held  in  various  parts  of  the  district,  the  results  of  which  were  kept 
as  secret  as  possible,  and  I  had  great  difiiculty  in  getting  true  infor- 
mation as  to  what  transpired  thereat. 

At  midnight  on  30th  October  last,  I  received  a  telegram  from  the 
Postmaster  at  Postmasburg,  that  he  had  received  information  that  a 
meeting  of  armed  Boers  was  to  take  place  the  next  day  (31st  October; 
at  10  a.m.,  at  Moosfontein,  about  1^  hours  from  Griquatown.  I  then 
decided  to  be  present  at  the  meeting,  and  next  morning  proceeded 
thither  accompanied  by  the  Field  Cornet  (Mr.  A.  Dyason),  and  Mr. 
P.  J.  Hugo,  my  second  clerk,  who  would  act  as  Interpreter  if  neces- 
sary. We  arrived  at  Moosfontein  shortly  before  10  a.m.,  and  found 
a  large  assemblage  of  Boers  from  a  wide  area.  They  were  sitting  in 
parties  in  the  garden,  under  the  hedge,  and  also  alongside  the  gar- 
den wall,  while  others  were  standing  about  discussing  matters.  On 
my  arrival  at  the  house,  I  was  greeted  by  the         *  *         (  * 

*  )  *  *  *  ,  and  asked  to  come  into  the 
house.  I  did  so.  The  house  was  also  full  of  Boers.  After  exchang- 
ing the  usual  compliments,  I  was  asked  by         *         and         * 

*  if  they  could  see  me  in  secret  (geheim).  I  replied  "certain- 
ly," and  went  into  the  room,  which  I  could  see  had  only  very  recently 
been  occupied  by  the  leaders.      I  went  in,  accompanied  by  the      * 

*  ,        *        and  one       *      .      The  door  was  then  locked.   I 
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then  lighted  my  pipe,  and  said  "Well,  gentlemen,  what  is  it  you  wish 
to  see  me  about? "  *  ,  who  was  the  spokesman,  said  that  mat- 
ters were  serious  (meaning  the  outbreak  of  hostilities)  and,  that  * 
of  *  was  raising  a  force  of  Kafirs  to  fight  the  Boers,  and,  if 
war  broke  out  in  the  Colony,  it  would  start  at  "  *  Hay.  I  told 
him  I  would  take  immediate  steps  to  find  out  the  facts  of  the  case. 
I  may  state  that  this  was.  only  a  ruse  to  take  me  from  the  real  ol)ject 
of  the  meeting,  as  I  heard  from  *  while  I  was  en  route  to 

Moosfontein,  that  the  object  of  this  meeting  was  to  discuss  the  Pro- 
clamation of  the  Free  State  Government  declaring  Griqualand  West 
Free  State  territory.      I  asked  *  why  he  did  not  attend  the 

meeting.  He  replied  that  he  was  not  going" to  mix  himself  up  with 
the  matter,  and,  moreover,  he  did  not  approve  of  a  meeting  convened 
in  the  manner  it  was. 

After  *  complaint  I  asked  if  they  had  anything  more  to 
say.  *  then  replied  "Yes,  there  is  another  matter.  We  don't 
get  the  news  of  the  situation  from  Government.  We  are  kept  in  the 
dark,  and  we  hear  all  sorts  of  rumours  and  don't  know  what  to 
believe."  I  told  him  I  would  communicate  to  Government  as  to 
their  wishes.  *  then  said  "Yes — and  there  is  another  thinq 

I  wish  to  speak  to  you  about,  and  I  must  tell  you  that  I  do  not  feel 
that  my  life  is  safe,  as  people  are  saying  things  about  me  which  I 
am  innocent  of,  and  I  have  never  been  in  gaol  before,  and  will  die 
before  I  go  there,  and  there  is  one  thing  certain,  that  if  my  life  is  not 
safe,  yours  (meaning  myself)  is  doubly  insecure."  I  then  roared 
with  laughter,  in  which  all  the  others  joined.  He  said,  "Yes,  you 
laugh,  ])ut  it  is  no  laughing  matter,"  and  hinted  that  my  position 
was  not  an  enviable  one.  I  did  not  enlarge  on  the  subject  as  to 
myself,  but  told  him  that  if  he  felt  any  fears  as  to  himself,  he  could 
stay  at  the  Residency  with  me  and  he  would  be  quite  safe.  We 
all  joined  in  a  laugh  over  this,  *  looking  pale  and  anxious, 
as  he  probably  knew  that  I  had  affidavits  against  him  and  * 
on  the  subject  of  High  Treason.  There  seems  to  have  b-en  some 
truth  in  *        statement  as  regards  my  personal  safety,  as  one 

affidavit  goes  to  show  that.  However,  I  thought  it  best  policy  not 
to  enlarge  on  these  complaints,  as  I  could  see  the  strained  state  of 
feeling  existing  between  the  Boers  and  British,  and  asked  if  they  had 
any  more  complaints,  to  which  they  replied  that  thdt  was  all  they 
\vished  to  see  me  about.  I  then  spoke  to  them  in  ail  earnestness  to 
do  their  utmost  in  observing  the  Governor's  Proclamations  and  the 
urgent  request  of  the  Prime  Minister  to  observe  peace.  I  thim  said 
we" will  now  go  outside  and  enjoy  the  farming  operations.  Ihu  door 
was  then  unlocked  and  I  went  out  and  conversed  with  the  other 
Boers,  and  then  went  with  *  "  to  see  the  cornlands."  While 
there,  I  asked  *  if  what  had  been  told  me  was  the  real  object 
of  the  meeting.  He  said  "Yes,  that  was  all  the  meeting  was  called 
for." 

I  returned  to  the  house  and  after  speaking  to  some  other  Boers 
with  regard  to  keeping  the  peace  towards  the  Queen,  I  called  them 
all  together  and  addressed  them  publicly  in  the  interest  of  peace  and 
good'  order.  They  gave  me  a  good  hearing,  but,  as  subsequent 
events  proved,  had  "no"t  the  slightest  intention  of  carrying  out  their 
promises.     After  this  I  bid  thein  good-bye,  and  left  for  home. 

I  did  not  see  any  arms  among  the  Boers  then,  but  I  learnt  from 

*  *  who  had  a  native  detective  out  there,  that  they  had 
arms,  which  were  all  put  in  a  back  room,  fearing,  possibly,  suspicion. 
It  must  have  caused  them  great  surprise  to  see  me  appear  suddenly 
on  them  at  their  assemblage,  as  no  one  knew  I  was  coming,  unless 

*  *        who  precede^d  me  about  an  hour,  told  them.     I  did 
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think  he  was  loyal  then,  but  I  regret  to  say  this  man,  or  rebel  rather, 
has  joiiu'd  the  Free  State  Commando. 

The  position  of  afTairs  was  so  strained  for  some  time  past,  and, 
from  tlie  Information  I  had,  I  thought  anything  might  have  hap- 
pened at  the  meeting,  and  it  was  only  a  sense  of  duty  that  toolv  me 
there.     However,  we  returned  safely. 

After  the  meeting  at  Moosfontein  the  etate  of  the  Division  be- 
came worse  and  worse.  The  Free  State  Commando  was  then  hover- 
ing al)Out  the  Kimberley  and  Herbert  districts,  in  constant  com- 
munication with  the  local  rebels,  and  I  could  feel  a  state  of  war  ex- 
isted. Farmers  were  not  attending  to  their  farms  but  driving  and 
riding  about,  until  at  last  a  Ijody  of  40  or  50  local  rebels  went  out  and 
brought  in  the  Free  State  Commando  on  the  morning  of  the  17th 
November  last.  Prior  to  this  I  found  it  very  diflicult  to  get  des- 
patches through,  as  the  rebels  had  laid  all  their  plans  and  encircled 
the  town  by  day  and  night  patrols.  Unfortunately,  however,  not- 
withstanding every  precaution,  our  despatch  was  seized  by  the 
Boers,  l)ut,  being  iii  duplicate,  the  original  got  through.  I  could  see 
the  ])osition  was  getting  serious,  and  advised  Sub-Inspector  Gen- 
lloud,  C.P.,  and  his  couple  of  men,  to  make  their  escape  in  the  night ; 
Init  he  reported  to  me,  after  enquiries  by  the  native  detectives,  that 
it  was  impossi]:)le  to  get  through  the  Boer  patrols  encircling  the  town, 
and  so  he  remained  only  to  be  taken  prisoner  with  his  couple  of  men 
a  few  days  after.  It  was  useless  their  remaining,  as  they  could  not 
be  of  any  assistance,  and  their  arrest,  which  I  foresaw,  took  place.  I 
attribute  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Genlloud  to  rebel  vindictiveness  against 
him,  as  the  other  members  of  the  force  were  released  later.  I  tried 
hard  to  get  the  Landdrost  to  release  him  also,  as  he  was  a  non-com- 
batant, but  without  avail,  and  regret  his  capture,  as  he  is  a  most 
conscientious,  useful,  zealous,  and  deserving  officer. 

Opposition  to  the  invading  force  was  out  of  the  question,  as 
from  the  estimate  I  made  I  could  not  muster  more  than  25  men  at 
the  outside,  and  I  doubt  if  all  of  those  would  have  stood  the  test. 
I  estimated  the  Boer  force,  including  the  local  rebels,  at  900,  others 
estimated  from  1,000  to  1,200.  Wehad  not  suflficieni  foodstuffs  to 
hold  out  for  even  a  month,  as  the  families  of  the  loyals  would  also 
have  to  be  fed,  and  arms  and  ammunition  of  quality  and  quantity 
inferior  to  that  of  the  Boers.  Also  from  our  isolated  position  and 
great  distance  from  the  assistance  of  the  military,  I  deemed  it  mad- 
ness to  offer  resistance,  but  did  the  next  best  thing,  and  that  was  to 
keep  the  spirits  of  the  loyals  up. 

When  the  Free  State  Commando  arrived  on  the  morning  of  the 
I7tli  November  last,  between  9  and  10,  I  stood  on  the  door  steps  of 
the  office  and  then  saw  a  most  painful  sight,  the  Free  State  com- 
mando riding  in  with  the  Free  State  flag  (a  bilious  looking  piece  of 
bunting)  supported  by  a  crowd  of  local  rebels,  one  of  whom  was    * 

*  *         in  Government  pay.  There  was  a  large  crowd  of 

Boers  in  front  of  the  office  then,  including  many  women  and  chil- 
dren. Great  was  the  cheering  as  the  commando  came.  I  called 
out  to  the  messenger,  "What  is  all  this  noise  about,"  as  I  wished  the 
rebels  and  Free  Staters  to  know  they  were  not  welcome.  The  mes- 
senger reported  that  it  was  the  Free  State  commando.  I  then  called 
out "  Who  is  in  charge  of  this  commando."  One  of  the  *  then 
said  "  Commandant  Jordaan,"  arid  l^rought  him  to  me,  I  still  stand- 
ing on  the  step.  Commandant  Jordaan  appeared  fully  armed,  ac- 
companied by  another  Boer  armed  to  the  teeth  and  introduced  him- 
self and  demanded  the  keys  of  the  Public  Offices.  I  then  said,  "On 
behalf  of  the  Government  t  protest  against  the  invasion  of  this  divis- 
ion l)v  you  and  your  armed  forces."  He  replied,  "  I  have  got  nothing 
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to  do  with  your  protest."  I  tlicii  produced  my  written  protest 
(which  is  now  in  your  possession)  wliich  he  refused  to  acce})l,  aiul 
said  "I  liave  noiliing  to  cio  with  protest.  Are  you  going  to  give  the 
keys  or  not,  if  not,  I  shall  take  them."  1  then  "replied,  "  Well,  I  am 
perfectly  defenceless  here,  so  suppose  there  is  no  alternative  hut  to 
let  you  have  the  keys,"  and,  pointing  to  the  keys  of  the  office  hanging 
in  their  usual  ])lace  on  the  peg  in  the  passage,  said,  "  there  they  an?." 
He  then  took  them  down  and  tried  if  they  would  fit  tlu' locks,  Tlaviiig 
satisfied  himself  we  went  out.  He  then  locked  the  fmnt  door,  and  I 
was  locked  out  and  so  removed  temporarily  from  my  position,  and 
was  filled,  as  you  can  imagine,  with  the  most  indescribable  fet'ling. 
and  this  in  Her  Majesty's  possession! 

The  Free  State  proclamation  (copy  attached)  was  read  oul  in 
front  of  the  office  by  the  Landdrost,  Mr.  Perry.  I'he  Commandant 
addressed  the  crowd,  the  Free  State  flag  from  a  whipstick  was  fast- 
ened to  a  tree  in  front  of  the  offices.  Hymns  were  sung,  also  the 
Volksleid,  by  the  invaders  and  rel)el  assemblage.  The  Commandant 
was  presented  with  a  bouquet  of  flowers  by  some  lady,  but  in  the 
crowd  I  could  not  distinguish  by  whom.  Each  memlxn'  of  the  com- 
mando was  also  given  a  buttonhole  of  flowers,  pinned  on  by  the  rel)el 
ladies. 

*  *        spoke  against  the  invasion,  and,  inter  alia,  made 

a  very  ironical  remark,  viz.,  "If  you  cut  ofT  Jan  Coetzee's  legs,  he  is 
still  Jan  Coetzee,  Init  if  you  cut  ofT  his  head,  he  is  no  longer  Jan 
Coetzee.  Now,  you  come  here  and  annex  Griquatown,  ])ut  you 
leave  out  Kiml^erley,  the  capital  of  Griqualand  West.  If  you  had 
taKen  Kimberley,  the  head,  then  you  could  say  annex  Griquatown." 
I  then  left  the  assemblage  in  disgust. 

The  Landdrost,  in  presence  of  the  Commandant,  asked  me  if  I 
would  continue  in  my  duties  as  Landdrost.  I  laughed  ironically, 
and  told  him  I  should  be  glad  to  have  my  passport  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, as  I  wished  to  get  back  to  my  Government.  I  was  promised  I 
should  get  my  passport  that  day  (Friday,  17th  Nov.),  but  only  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  it  on  Sunday  afternoon,  19th  Nov.  last  (attached), 
after  much  trouble.  The  place  was  reeking  with  armed  rebels,  and 
when  I  went  to  retire  at  night  found  two  armed  Boers  doing  sentry 
in  front  of  my  place  concealed  ))ehind  a  wagon.  It  was  evident  I 
was  a  prisoner  under  surveillance,  as  I  was  carefully  watched,  and 
had  great  difficulty  in  getting  my  passport.  Later  (previous  to  get- 
ting my  passport)  I  got  much  annoyed  at  the  unnecessary  delay,  and 
asked  the  Landdrost  and  Commandant  the  reason  for  not  getting  it, 
and  said,  "you  appear  to  think  there  are  Lee  Metfords  and  ammuni- 
tion concealed.  Well,  you  have  taken  over  the  prisoners  and  Gov- 
ernment picks  and  shovels,  etc.,  so  you  had  better  employ  the  con- 
victs to  look  for  them.  You  have  so  repeatedly  told  me  I  could  gei 
the  passport,  and  also  stated  so  in  your  proclamation,  now,  I  shall 
be  glad  to  have  it  at  once,  as  I  wish  to  get  away."  I  was  then  again 
promised  it,  and  got  it  that  afternoon,  with  a  copy  of  the  proclama 
tion  I  had  asked  for  (attached). 

I  made  frequent  requests  to  be  allowed  to  remove  the  official 
liooks,  papers,  and  marriage  registers,  but  the  only  reply  I  got  was, 
"You  can  remove  any  of  your  private  efi'ects,  but  nothing  belonging 
to  Government." 

After  I  got  my  passport  I  made  several  attempts  to  get  a  convey- 
ance to  take  me  away,  and  on  two  occasions  actually  engaged  carts, 
but  these  must  have  been  countermanded  by  the  Landdrost,  or  some- 
one in  authoritv,  as  the  carts  never  turned  up.  So  on  Moiida\'  night 
I  spoke  to  the  Landdrost,  explaining  my  difficulty  in  getting  away, 
and  said,  "  I  believe  according  to  your  laws  you  can  commandeer  a 
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convoyance,  so  please  do  so  now."      He  did  so,  and  commandeered 

*  cart  for  which  I  had  to  pay  £2  10s.  in  advance,  to  Mazels- 
fontein.  It  truly  was  a  wretched  conveyance,  an  open  buggy  with 
one  seat  which  had  to  accommodate  myself,  the  Postmaster  (Mr. 
Aschmann,  who  stuck  to  me  to  the  last)  and  a  lad,  the  driver,  son  of 
the  owner  of  the  cart.  After  going  some  distance  the  horses  knocked 
u}),  and  we  had  to  walk  some  distance,  and  barely  got  to  Mazelsfon- 
tein  that  night,  after  getting  a  fresh  turnout.  I  had  a  diflficult 
struggle  to  get  to  Orange  River  Station,  and  had  no  less  than  fivH 
changes  of  vehicles,  and  only  reached  Orange  River  station  on  the 
5th  day — (the  usual  time  is  from  15  to  17  hours) — and  proceeded 
to  Cape  Town. 

The  Free  State  commando,  I  was  told,  was  106,  but  with  the  ad- 
dition of  local  rebels,  I  estimated  at  275  when  they  entered  the  town, 
^vfter  leaving  the  Public  Ofifices,  the  commando  proceeded  to  the 
Cape  Police  camp,  which  they  took  over  from  Sub-Inspector  Genl- 
loud,  O.P. 

Mr.  Genlloud  was  subsequently  arrested  on  account  of  having 
removed  the  blocks  of  the  rifles,  on  which  I  have  already  reported. 

All  the  Government  notices  and  proclamations  were  torn  down 
from  the  office,  and,  on  entering  the  office  for  my  passport,  found  the 
place  full  of  rifles  and  ammunition,  and  it  is  remarlcable  that  im- 
mediately after  the  occiijiation,  I  saw  young  *  ,  son  of  *  , 
of  *  ,  district  of  Hay,  driving  in  several  cartloads  of  brand 
new  rifles.      The  office  was  in  great  confusion. 

The  Landdrost  expressed  his  regret  at  having  the  unpleasant 
duty  to  perform  of  taking  over  the  office,  but  said  he  had  to  oliey  his 
Government.  I  replied  he  was  quite  right  in  that.  "But  he  did 
not  know  how  long  it  would  last."  I  replied  "  I  did  not  think  his 
occupation  would  be  long." 

'J  hey  looted  all  the  forage  in  my  garden.  My  household  effects 
I  packed  up  but  had  to  leave  them  behind  anrl  liave  little  lu/pes  of 
seeing  them  again. 

The  gaol  was  taken  over  the  same  day  with  its  effects.  I  asked 
to  be  allowed  to  remove  the  convicts  but  without  avail.  The  next 
day  the  Landdrost  had  them  all  marched  to  the  Court,  and  each  was 
examined  as  to  where  arms  were  concealed.  I  understand  that  all 
the  prisoners  were  subsequently  released. 

The  only  receipt  I  could  get  for  the  Government  property  at 
your  request  is  the  enclosed  herewith. 

I  advised  all  loyal  inhabitants  to  leave  for  the  Colony  as  our 
position  there  was  impossible. 

Several  did,  but  others  who  could  not  go  I  am  told  have  suffered 
much  annoyance  and  hardship,  and  I  fear  some  have  joined  the  re- 
bels, or  been  taken  i^risoners. 

All  the  officials  of  my  staff,  with  their  families,  such  as  had  left 
on  Monday,  20th  November  last,  and  I  and  the  Postmaster  (Mr. 
Aschmann)  left  on  Tuesday,  21st  Novemlier.  The  wife  and  family 
of  Sub-Inspector  Genlloud  w^ent  out  with  my  gaoler  and  his  family. 

The  Boers  seized  the  magazines  and  tookthe  contents,  which  I 
estimate  at  18,000  rounds  ofammunition  and  some  rifles.  Also 
3,000  Martini  ammunition  of  the  Cape  Police,  which  was  stored  in 
the  gaol.  I  did  intend  blowing  up  the  magazines,  but  strong  re- 
presentations were  made  to  me  by  the  loyals  that  such  a  course 
would  magnify  the  danger  and  risks  they  would  be  subjected  to  by 
the  rebels,  and  would  seriously  affect  the"  healths  of  the  women  in  a 
delicate  state ;  as  it  was,  one  mishap  occurred.  So,  under  the  dis- 
tressing circumstances  I  decided  to  let  matters  stand  as  they  were 
as  the  best  alternati^'e.      J.  may  mention  that  it  was  utterly  impos- 
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foible  to  conceal  the  arms  and  ammunition  as  we  wore  too  carefully 
\v;itclied  by  ni<ilit  and  day.  Even  the  alUdaA'its  taken,  which  I 
thought  without  observation,  proved  otlierwise,  as  the  rel)els  knew 
all  about  it. 

I  trust  the  Government  will  adjust  our  claims  for  losses  sus- 
tained, as  early  as  possiljlo  after  the  extent  of  our  damage  can  bo 
ascertained.  Personalh*  I  have  suffered  much  [)ecuniary  loss  since 
my  departure  from  Griquatown,  as  you  can  understand,  apart  from 
my  losses  before  I  left. 

Before  the  district  is  settled  a  strong  force  will  be  required  to 
scour  those  parts,  and  then  an  adequate  force  left  for  some  time  to 
bring  the  offenders  to  justice. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  had  the  Free  State  commando  not  kept 
the  local  rebels  in  check,  our  position  might  have  been  a  great  deal 
worse.  The  rebellion  will  have  to  l)e  thoroughly  stamped  out  l)e- 
fore  any  pretence  of  authority  can  be  re-established. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  STEN.  TILNEY, 

C.C.  and  E.M.,  Hay. 


PASPORT. 


Zij  het  kennelijk  aan  een  ieder  die  dit  mogen  zien  of  hooren 
lezen,  dat  ik,  Jan  Jordaan,  Commandant  van  de  Winburgsche  afd- 
eeling  der  legermacht  van  den  Oranje  Vrijstaat,  bij  dezer  verlof 
verleen  aan  den  Wei.  Ed.  Heer  S.  Tilney,  om  zich  te  begeven  naar 
Hope  Town,  en  verzoek  ik  alle  officieren  van  den  legermacht  van  den 
Oranje  Vrijstaat,  of  den  Zuid  Afrikaansche  Republiek,  die  hem 
mogen  tegen  komen  in  of  buiten  de  grensen  van  Griqualand  West, 
hem  vrije  doortocht  te  doen  hebben,  en  waar  vereischt  met  h?t 


noodige  te  voorzien. 


Namens  den  Commandant  voornoemd, 
(Signed)  G.  J.  PERRY, 
T.W.  Assistant  Landdrost. 


Griquastad. 
19/11/99. 


PASSPORT. 

Translation.] 

Be  it  hereby  made  known  to  all  who  may  see  this  or  hear  it 
read  that  I,  Jan  Jordaan,  Commandant  of  the  Winburg  section  of 
the  army  of  the  Orange  Free  State,  hereby  grant  permission  to  Mr. 
S.  Tinley  to  proceed  to  Hope  Town,  and  I  request  all  officers  of  the 
army  of  the  Orange  Free  State  or  South  African  Republic,  who  may 
meet  him  within  "or  without  the  boundaries  of  Griqualand  West  to 
allow  him  free  passage,  and  where  necessary  to  supply  him  with 
the  needful. 

For  the  Commandant, 

(Signed)  G.  J.  PERRY, 
T.W.  Assistant  Landdrost. 
Griquatown, 

19/11/99.  , 
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ik  (le  oiulergoteekende  Georg.  Jan  Peny,  T.W.  Assist.  Landdrost 
te  Griquastad,  verklaar  bijdezen  dat  heden  op  last  van  den  Kom- 
inandant  van  de  Wtnlnirgsche  afdeeling  van  de  legermacht  van  den 
Oninje  Vrijstaat,  en  namens  het  Gouvernement  van  den  Oranje  Vrij- 
staat,  in  bezit  heb  genoemen  al  de  Gouvts  gebouwen,  met  de  zich 
daarin  I)evinde  amul)elment,  boeken,  papieron,  documenten,  en 
andere  kantoor  effecten. 

(Signed)  G.  J.  PERRY, 

T.W.  Assist.  Landdrost. 


Translation.] 

I,  the  undersigned,  George  Jan  Perry,  T.W.  Assist.  Landdrost  at 
Griquatown,  hereby  declare  that  on  this  day  I  took  possession  of  the 
Govt,  buildings  with  the  furniture,  books,  papers,  documents,  and 
other  office  requisites,  by  command  of  the  Commandant  of  the 
Winburg  section  of  the  army  of  the  Orange  Free  State  and  in  ths 
name  of  the  Government  of  the  Orange  Free  State. 

(Signed)  G.  J.  PERRY, 

T.W.  Assist.  Landdrost. 


PROCLAMATION  BY  THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  OF  THE 
FORCES  OF  THE  ORANGE  FREE  STATE  ON  THE  BOUN- 
DARY OF  GRIQUALAND  WEST. 

I,  C.  J.  Wessels,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  military  forces  of 
the  Orange  Free  State  on  the  boundary  of  Griqualand  West,  having 
seen  the  proclamation  of  His  Honour  the  State  President  of  the 
Orange  Free  State,  dated  Bloemfontein,  14th  Octoljer,  1899,  whereby 
the  Commanders-in-Chief  of  the  forces  of  the  Orange  Free  State  are 
empowered  to  take  the  necessary  steps  against  such  communities, 
towns,  or  persons  as  may  be  found  acting  contrary  to  the  customs 
and  rules  of  war,  during  the  time  that  the  present  war,  forced  upon 
the  people  of  the  Orange  Free  State  by  the  Government  of  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  may  last.  And 
having  taken  into  consideration  that  the  success  of  the  united  Re- 
publican forces  have  led  to  the  occupation  of  that  portion  of  the 
British  territory  in  South  Africa,  known  by  the  name  of  Griqualand 
West,  comprising  the  divisions  of  Herbert,  Hay,  Barkly,  and  Kim- 
berley,  with  the  exception  of  the  town  of  Kim1)erley  and"  the  munici- 
pal grounds  belonging  thereto,  in  addition  to  the  surrounding  terri- 
tory within  a  radius  of  four  miles. 

And  whereas  it  has  moreover  appeared  necessary  to  take 
measures  against  such  communities,  towns,  or  persons  as  may  with- 
in the  above-mentioned  territory  at  present  under  military  occupa- 
tion l)y  the  troops  of  the  Orange  Free  State  and  of  the  South  African 
Republic,  actcontrary  to  the  rules  and  usages  of  war;  and  further- 
more to  provide  for  such  requisitions  as  may  be  deemed  necessary 
for  the  maintenance  and  support  of  the  troops  of  the  aforementioned 
Republics  present  within  the  boundaries  of  the  aforementioned 
territory. 
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Therefore  know,  that  I  hereby  (k^cree  and  (Mijoin,  in  coiiformilv 
with  the  power  vested  in  and  by  the  aforementioned  proclaniatioii, 
as  follows:  — 

1.  That  the  Martial  Law  of  the  Oran<re  Free  Slate  (Act  No.  10, 
1899)  is  hereby  proclaimed  over  the  territory  of  Griqualand  West  ;«! 
present  held  in  occupation  by  the  military  forces  of  the  Oran<j;e  Free 
State,  as  also  over  all  such  territories  as  n"ia\-  in  future  l)e  held  in  oc- 
cupation by  the  forces  under  my  command;  wiiich  law  shall  be  ap- 
plicable to  any  and  every  act  "which  nuiv  lend  to  endanger  or  to 
injure  the  safety  of  the  forces  of  the  Orange  Free  State  or  of  (lie 
South  African  Republic  or  to  afford  assistance  to  the  enemy. 

'2.  The  Martial  Law  already  mentioned  will  be  considered  of 
force  for  the  whole  ward,  district,  or  other  administrative  division 
as  soon  as  it  shall  by  publication  or  otherwise  have  lieen  made 
known  in  one  of  the  communities  forming  part  thereof. 

3.  All  persons  not  belonging  to  Her  Majesty's  forces,  and  who 

A.  Serve  the  enemy  as  spies ; 

B.  Mislead  the  forces  of  either  the  abovementioned  Republics 

in  case  they  should  serve  as  guides ; 
U.  Kill,  murder,  or  plunder  }iersons  belonging  to  the  forces  of 
either  Republic  or  to  their  camp  followers ; 

D.  Destroy  bridges,  telegraph  lines,  heliographic  institutions 

or  railways,  or  cause  any  damage  to  be  done  to  them; 
or  mend  or  repair  any  damage  caused  to  the  same  by  the 
troops  of  either  Republic,  or  the  quarters  of  trooi)s; 

E.  Take  up  arms  against  the  forces  of  either  Republic; 
Shall  be  punished  with  death,  or  imprisonment  not  exceeding  six 
teen  years  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court  Martial. 

4.  The  person  entrusted  with  the  prosecution  shall  ])e  ol)liged 
to  provide  for  the  proper  instruction  of  a  court  martial,  and  delivery 
of  sentence. 

5.  No  sentence  of  death  shall  be  executed  before  being  con- 
firmed l)y  His  Honour  the  State  President  of  the  Orange  Free  State. 

6.  All  the  Commandanten,  or  officers  in  command  of  separate, 
or  indepent  (?  inde])endent)  divisions  shall  have  the  right  to  com- 
mand any  necessaries  for  the  maintenance  of  the  troops.  Only  the 
Hoofd-Commandanten  or  an  officer  filling  the  position  of  Hoofdcom- 
mandant  shall  have  the  right  to  levy  other  articles  absolutely  neces- 
sary in  the  interests  of  U.e  troops. 

In  no  case  shall  anything  be  demanded  not  necessary  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  troops,  and  shall  for  everything  provided  on  de- 
mand, be  paid  in  cash,  or  handed  over  an  official  receipt. 

7.  Furthermore  do  I  hereby  make  known  that  life  and  property 
is  guaranteed  to  all  who  may  place  themselves  under  the  protection 
of  the  Government  of  the  Orange  Free  State,  or  of  the  South  African 
Republic  or  their  legally  appointed  servants  or  officers,  whose  laws 
and  orders  they  shall  l)e  obliged  to  obey  and  execute. 

8.  No  person  not  hostile  to  the  Government  of  the  Orange  Free 
State  or  the  South  African  Repul)lic  their  servants,  officers,  laws,  or 
orders  shall  be  matle  to  suffer  any  harm  whatsoever. 

9.  Such  persons  as  may  refuse  to  subject  themselves  are  herein- 
granted  permission  to  leave  within  fourteen  days  the  territory  in 
possession  of  our  military  forces. 

10.  All  such  persons"  as  have  been  expelled  from  their  farms  or 
houses,  or  who  have  fled,  and  who  are  ready  to  subject  themselves  to 
the  conditions  of  the  proclamation  are  granted  permission  to  return. 

Given  and  ordered  by  me. 

[A.  5—1900.]  0 
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Office  of  the  Civil  Commissioner  and  Resident  Magistrate 

of  Hay,  17th  November,  1899. 

PROTEST  AGAINST  INVASION  BY  FREE  STATE  FORCES. 

Sir,— Acting  on  behalf  of  the  Colonial  Government,  I  do  hereby 
lodge  my  protest  against  the  invasion  of  this  division  by  you  and 
your  armed  forces. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  STEN.  TILNEY, 

C.C.  and  R.M.,  Hay. 

The  Commandant  of  the  Free  State  Commando, 
Griquatown.. 

Endorsement:  This  is  the  protest  I  handed  to  Commandant 
Jordaan  this  17th  November,  1899,  which  he  would  not 
accept. 

(Signed)  STEN.  TILNEY, 

C.C.  and  R.M.,  Hay. 


Office  of  the  Civil  Commissioner  of  Hay, 

2nd  July,  1900.        D.  6/1900. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department, 
Cape  Town. 
STATE  OF  DISTRICT  DURING  REBEL  OCCUPATION. 

Sir, — In  reply  to  your  telegram  of  30ih  ultimo  I  have  the  honour 
to  report  as  follows  on  the  general  condition  of  the  district  of  Hay 
during  the  rebel  occupation,  with  special  reference  to  the  points 
enumerated  by  you. 

I.  So  far  as  I  can  gather  the  number  of  adult  males  who  remained 
loyal  without  leaving  the  district  was  from  50  to  60,  while  between 
20  and  30  more  departed.  The  number  of  rebels  under  arms  is 
estimated  at  about  1,000,  but  I  may  invite  your  attention  to  the 
Census  returns  of  1891,  which  give  the  total  male  population  of  the 
district  at  that  time  as  1 ,835,  tending  to  show  that  the  above  estimate 
is  slightly  exaggerated. 

II.  With  regard  to  commandeering,  a  war  tax  of  £20  was  levied 
for  the  first  three  months  on  loyals,  in  default  of  personal  service  in 
accordance  with  the  Free  State  commandeering  laws,  which  tax 
was  reduced  to  £10  in  the  second  three  months  in  consideration  of 
the  poverty  of  the  district.  This  tax  was  formally  levied  by  the 
Landdrost  and  very  generally,  though  not  quite  universally,  en- 
forced. 

In  addition  to  this  comparatively  regular  commandeering,  there 
was  a  considerable  amount  of  irregular  commandeering  by  both 
Landdrosts  and  Field  Cornets  scarcely  distinguishable  from  o'rganis 
ed  looting.  This  was  carried  out  without  any  real  system,  roiighly 
in  proportion  to  the  movable  property  possessed  by  the  person  com- 
mandeered, but  to  an  extent  largely  "dependent  upon  the  degree  to 
which  he  had  made  himself  obnoxious  to  the  persons  in  power  at 
the  time.  It  may  be  noticed  that  storekeepers  were  commandeered 
in  this  manner  much  more  heavily  than  farmers  whose  property  was 
not  so  readily  available  for  the  authorities.  Receipts  were  given 
for  property  thus  seized,  which  was  supposed  to  be  bought  for  the 
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Republican  Government,  and  was  divided  among  the  burghers  bv 
the  Landdrost  or  Field  Cornet  on  whose  instructions  the  comnian- 
deermg  was  carried  out.  Refusals  to  comply  with  the  commandeer 
notes  were  met  with  threats  of  force. 

In  connection  with  my  remark  that  this  latter  form  of  com- 
mandeering was  hardly  distinguishal)le  from  looting,  I  may  state 
that  amongst  the  articles  thus  taken  were  quantities  of  laces, 
women's  garments,  etc.,  which  could  he  of  no  use  to  the  comman- 
does, and  which  were  distributed  among  the  friends  and  relatives 
of  the  burghers  and  rebels. 

III.  Regarding  restraints  imposed  upon  the  loyal  inhal)itants,  1 
am  informed  that  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  obtain  i)as.ses  from 
the  Field  Cornets  or  Landdrost  to"enal)le  them  to  leave  their  domi- 
ciles, and  that  no  communication  was  permitted  l)etween  them,  any 
such  communication  when  discovered  being  treated  as  High  Tre{<^- 
son.  In  addition  to  this  an  incessant  espionage  was  kept  upon  ull 
their  movements  and  conversations. 

IV.  The  extent  to  which  looting  was  carried  on  may  fairly 
closely  be  summarized  as  follows :  — 

(a)  Where  a  house  or  store  was  left  entirely  unprotected,  the 

owner  and  his  family  all  leaving  the  district,  the  property 
was  completely  gutted,  and  all  moval)les  either  carried 
ofT  or  destroyed.  This  was  particularly  noticeable  at 
the  Residency,  where  boxes  were  broken  up,  papers  and 
photographs  destroyed,  etc.,  etc. 

(b)  Where  the  owner  of  the  property  left  but  his  family  re- 

mained behind,  a  sufficient  quantity  of  supplies  for  their 
maintenance  was  always  left  by  the  rebels,  however  se- 
verely the  property  was  otherwise  "  commandeered "  or 
looted. 

(c)  In  those  cases  where  the  owners  remained  on  their  pro- 

perty to  protect  it  no  damage  was  done,  and  they  were 
subjected  to  no  more  than  the  commandeering  described 
uncler  para.  II. 

V.  With  reference  to  the  part  taken  by  Colonial  rebels  in  the 
direction  of  afTairs,  it  should  be  noticed  that,  while  out  of  the  * 
holding  office  at  various  times  during  the  rel)el  occupation,  only  one 
was  a  British  subject  (  *  ),  yet  these  *  w-ere  almost  entire- 
ly overruled  by  the  various  Commandants  and  Field  Cornets  who 
were,  so  far  as  I  can  gather,  all  Colonial  rebels,  with  the  exception  of 
General  Liebenberg,  who  was  a  subject  of  the  Transvaal. 

It  is  also  known  that  invitations  were  sent  by  leading  rebels  m 
the  district  to  the  laagers  round  Kimberley,  asking  them  to  despatch 
a  commando  to  Griquatown  to  form  a  nucleus  for  the  insurrection. 

VI.  The  question  of  the  treatment  of  loyals  can  best  be  answered 
by  considering  separately  the  cases  of  those  residing  in  or  near  the 
village  of  Griquatown,  and  those  residing  in  the  country. 

in  addition  to  undergoing  the  commandeering  and  looting  ra- 
ported  in  paragraphs  II.  and  IV.,  in  many  instances  loyals  residing 
in  the  country  were  compelled  by  fear  of  personal  commandeering 
or  of  imprisonment  in  default  of  appearance  in  compliance  there- 
with, to  leave  their  homes  and  live  in  the  bush,  in  many  cases  for 
weeks  at  a  time,  and  in  a  few  instances  for  months. 

In  the  village  itself  lovals  were  constantly  arrested  and  detained 
for  periods  varying  from  a  week  downwards,  without  trial  and  with- 
out any  charge  being  made  against  them;  in  many  cases  they  were 
more  or  less  seriously  assaulted,  and  I  have  been  mformed  of  two  m- 
stances  in  which  old  men  were  knocked  down  without  piovocation. 
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Only  one  instance  of  serious  premeditated  assault  has  come  t(^ 
my  knowledge,  in  which  one  *  ,  a  slightly  coloured  man,  was 
tied  to  a  wagon  wheel  and  flogged  with  a  donkey  trace  by  * 
himself  receiving  25  blows  on  his  back,  and  two  or  three  across  his 
face,  *  accompanying  each  blow  with  the  exclamation  "  God 
save  the  Queen!"  I  have  not  seen  the  man  himself  since  my  re- 
turn, as  he  was  taken  prisoner  to  Pretoria,  and,  I  am  informed,  thence 
to  the  Lydenberg  district,  where  he  still  is,  but  I  am  told  that  his 
injuries  were  most  severe.  About  15  loyal  inhabitants  then  under 
arrest  were  tied  up  with  ropes  and  forced  to  witness  this  assault. 
*  is  known  to  be  a  man  of  quick  temper  and  tongue,  but  tlie 
reason  for  this  flogging  is  unknown,  nor  was  he  charged  with  or 
tried  for  any  offence. 

After  the  receipt  of  the  news  of  the  relief  of  Kimberley         * 
and         *         of         *         left  the  district,  the  key  of  the  Magistrate'-^ 
Office  being  handed  over  by  the  former  to         *        ,         *         of  the 

*  with  a  letter  stating  that  the  Orange  Free  State  had  aban- 
doned the  district.  A  provisional  Government  was  then  formed  by 
the  loyals  on  the  19th  March,  *  was  appointed  to  act  * 
the  British  flag  was  hoisted,  and  *  w^as  despatched  to  * 
to  report  to  Lord  Methuen  and  obtain  instructions.  On  the  follow- 
ing clay  General  Liebenbevg  entered  the  village  with  his  commando 
in  retreat  from  Prieska,  arrested  *  *  in  connection 

with  the  proceedings  of  the  previous  day,  and  shortly  afterwards 
despatched  them  to  Pretoria  as  prisoners.  At  this  time  the  rebel- 
lion is  said  to  have  virtually  collapsed,  but  to  have  been  forcibly  re- 
vived by  Liebenberg,  who  immediately  adopted  most  stringent 
measures  both  against  the  loyal  inhabitants  and  also  against  un- 
willing rebels.  It  was  during  his  rule  in  conjunction  with  the 
Landdrosts  *  and  *  that  the  greater  numl)er  of  frivol- 
ous arrests  occurred,  and  also  that  many  loyals  and  half-hearted 
rebels  had  to  take  to  the  Imsh.      During  this  time  *  was 

also  arrested  and  sent  to  Pretoria,  on  the  ground  that  he  had  not 
left  the  district  before  the  expiry  of  the  pass  granted  him  to  do  so. 

About  the  22nd  or  23rd  March,  on  the  receipt  at  *  of  the 
news  of  the  hoisting  of  the  British  flag  at  Griquatown  the  same  cere- 
mony was  performed  there  by  *  ,  *  ,  *  ,  *  , 
who  were  consequently  arrested  and  sent  to  Pretoria  by  Lieben- 
berg's  orders.  *  ,  a  native  *  who  had  been  present  and 
who  had  cheered  the  flag  w^as  also  arrested  and  given  15  lashes. 

VII.  The  general  condition  of  the  country  may  be  described  as 
one  of  anarchy.  A  Court  was  held  Ijy  the  Landdrost,  who  sentenced 
several  natives  to  lashes  for  petty  thefts,  etc.,  but  no  records  ap- 
pear to  have  been  kept,  nor  have  any  accounts  been  discovered  show 
ing  the  disposal  of  the  moneys  raised  by  commaiideering,  sales  of 
licences,  etc.  I  am  told  that  receipts  were  given  for  money 
paid  in,  but  in  manuscript  and  not  taken  from  any  ]3roper  counterfoil 
receipt  book.  The  importation  of  foodstuffs  into  the  district,  which 
is  purely  pastoral,  was  small,  and  all  the  stores  were  very  short. 
Coffee  and  sugar  were  unobtainable,  and  meal  was  very  scarce.  Moat 
and  milk  were  fairly  plentiful  among  Europeans.  Malarial  fever 
was  very  prevalent,  and  no  medicine  was  to  be  had.  Dr.  G.  O'Toole 
was  the  only  medical  man  in  the  district.  The  natives  and  colourcJ 
people  were  in  very  great  distress,  and  were  mainly  living  on  locus! s 
which  were  fortunately  plentiful.  They  were,  moreover,  continu- 
ously and  grossly  maltreated  by  the  rebels,  being  forced  to  work 
without  pay,  and  being  severely  beaten  on  the  very  slightest  oc- 
casion. 
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I  may  add  that  three  marriayes  wore  performed  l)y  tlic  I.aiid- 
drost  Perry,  and  entered  in  my  niavria,<2;e  register,  the  parties  hein^j; 
all  residents  of  this  district,  A  I'durtJi  case  is  known  to  have  oe- 
cnrred,  of  which,  liowever,  no  record  has  been  i)reserved. 

I  have,  etc., 

(SiniuMl)  STEN.  TILNEY, 

Resident  Magistrate. 


HERBERT. 


Telegram  18/11/99.      Handed  in  at  Hopetown. 
From  To 

Civil  Commissioner,  Secretary,  Law  Department, 

Herbert.  Cape  Town. 

Hopetown,  17th.  On  15th  instant  Free  State  force  under  Com- 
mandant Jourdaan  took  possession  Douglas,  compelled  me  to  hand 
over  all  Government  property,  one  *  was  installed  as  Asst. 

Landdrost.  I  was  notified  to  leave  within  14  days,  but  the  position 
was  unbearable,  and  I  decided  to  leave  so  soon  as  I  was  permitted  to 
depart,  which  I  did  on  evening  16th,  arriving  here  evening  l7th  with 
family  and  little  clothing.  Chief  Constable,  his  family,  and  Neeth- 
ling  also  here.  Pett  expected  hourly ;  with  few  exceptions  no  loyal 
man  Herbert  district,  and  loyals  will  experience  cruel  time  and 
heavy  losses;  all  cash  and  important  records  saved;  awaiting  your 
instructions. 


Telegram,  20/11/99.      Handed  in  at  Hopetown. 

From  To 

From  Civil  Commissioner,  Secretary,  Law  Department, 

Herbert.  Cape  Town. 


s 


Hopetown,  20th.  Pett  arrived  here  yesterday  afternoon.  He  ha^ 
behaved  splendidly  this  trying  time.  Have  arranged  with  Magis- 
trate here  to  employ  Chief  Constable  and  the  loyal  specials  to  jjatrol 
district;  should  like  to  get  my  family  to  Ceres  and  report  myself 
and  staff  to  you.      Please  instruct. 
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White  House  Hotel, 
Cape  Town,  2nd  December,  1899. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department, 
Cape  Town. 

INVASION  OF  DOUGLAS  BY  BOER  FORCES. 

Sir, — As  directed  by  3^011,  I  have  the  honour  to  sulimit  the  fol- 
lowing report  in  connection  with  the  above  matter. 

Though  pr.^vious  to  the  15th  November  last,  ihe  day  on  which 
Douglas  was  invaded,  I  had  information  from  time  to  time  that 
armed  Boer  forces  w^ere  in  the  districts  of  Kimljerley  and  Barkly 
West,  there  was  no  actual  movement  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  to 
seriously  lead  me  to  anticipate  an  early  incursion  into  the  Her])ert 
district}— indeed  latterly  I  entertained  the  hope  that  the  district  of 
Herbert  would  escape  invasion. 

On  the  14th  ultimo  I  received  information  that  Boer  forces  had 
actually  entered  the  district,  and  had  taken  possession  of  the  Post 
Ofhce  at  Schmidt's  Drift,  about  35  miles  from  Douglas,  and  were 
making  a  march  towards  Campbell,  a  small  village  18  miles  from 
Douglas.  Late  in  the  evening  of  that  day,  I  was  acquainted  of  the 
fact  that  a  Free  State  commando,  120  strong,  under  Commandant 
Jordaan,  was  on  its  way  to  Douglas  for  the  purpose  of  invading  the 
village  on  the  following  morning. 

This  information  proved  only  too  true,  for  shortly  after  sunrise 
on  the  morning  of  the  15th  ultimo,  the  enemy  w^as  seen  to  approach 
Douglas. 

The  enemy  crossed  the  Vaal  at  the  Douglas  Drift,  and  entered 
the  town  at  about  6  a.m.,  drew-  up  in  front  of  the  Public  Offices,  and 
dismounted. 

Having  been  sent  for  ])y  the  Commandant,  I  found  my  way  down 
to  the  offices.  He  desired  an  interview  with  me,  whereupon  I  called 
him  into  my  office,  whither  he  followed  me,  accompanied  l)y  several 
armed  men. 

I  asked  Commandant  Jordaan  the  reason  of  his  action  in  en- 
tering Douglas  with  an  armed  force.  He  replied  in  Dutch  that  he 
had  been  sent  there  by  his  Government  to  take  possession  of  the  town 
and  district,  and  there  and  then  demanded  from  me  the  keys  of  the 
Public  Offices.  He  at  the  same  time  directed  a  Mr.  Perry,  attached 
to  his  forces,  to  read  a  proclamation  declaring  Griqualand  West 
Free  State  territory. 

At  this  stage  I  interfered,  and  pointed  out  to  Commandant  Jor- 
daan that  I  was  not  aware  of  any  declaration  of  war  between  the 
Colonial  Government  and  the  Republics.  That  being  the  case,  I 
would  surrender  nothing.  That  the  town  was  unprotected,  and  I 
was  therefore  not  in  a  position  to  resist  his  action.  Whatever  he 
did  he  did  by  force  of  arms,  against  which  I  lodged  the  strongest 
protest. 

All  this  was  of  no  avail.  He  replied  that  he  had  come  to  ttike 
the  place,  and  would  do  so  unless  I  was  able  to  turn  him  awav  l^y 
force  of  arms.  He  again  demanded  the  keys  of  the  Public  Offices, 
and  I  was  compelled  to  hand  them  over,  thereupon  a  proclamation 
was  read,  first  in  Dutch,  and  thereafter  in  English,  declaring  Gri- 
qualand West  to  be  Free  State  territory,  with  the  exception  of  Kim- 
berley,  with  an  area  of  four  miles  around  it.  Martial  Law  was  at 
the  same  time  proclaimed. 

British  subjects  and  their  property  to  remain  unmolested  for  a 
period  of  14  days,  a  condition  which  was  violated  times  without 
number  from  day  to  day  within  the  14  davs. 
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Several  persons  were  told  off  to  jruartl  the  public  oflices,  and  1 
was  directed  to  return  to  the  offices  at  9  o'clock  a.m.,  to  hand  over 
the  safe  keys,  which  I  still  had  in  m}'  possession.  This  direction, 
as  in  the  case  of  handing  over  the  key's  of  the  juiblic  offices,  I  obeye  1 
under  protest.  At  thai  time  all  the  keys  of  the  gaol,  {)olice  bar- 
racks, etc.,  were  demanded  and  handed  over  by  me  to  Commandant 
Jordaan.  The  gaol,  police  barracks,  and  puljlic  offices  were  all  in- 
tact, with  this  exception,  that  I  had  removed  from  the  pu])lic  offices 
all  cash,  stamps,  licences,  land  registers,  cash  books,  and  some  con- 
fidential correspondence.  The  Landdrost  was  informed  of  this. 
He  called  upon  me  to  frame  an  inventory  of  the  cont(>nts  of  the  dif- 
ferent departments,  an  instruction  which  I  declined  to  obey. 

I  received  no  document  of  any  description  from  the  officers  in 
charge  of  the  invading  forces  to  present  to  the  Colonial  Government. 

On  the  14th  November  I  had  in  my  possession  a  quantity  of 
meal  belonging  to  the  Pul)lic  Works  Department,  and  some  grain 
and  forage  belonging  to  the  Police.  That  day  I  sold  all  these  to  a 
local  storekeeper.  The  sale  was  "bona  fide"  and  delivery  was  m?ide. 
After  Commandant  Jordaan  had  taken  possession  of  all  keys,  he  de- 
manded from  me  all  the  grain  and  meal  referred  to.  I  infoi-med 
him  that  on  the  14th  ultimo  these  were  in  my  legal  possession,  nrid 
that  all  grain,  forage,  and  meal  had  been  sold.  In  a  threatening 
manner  he  demanded  the  return  of  the  meal,  etc.,  and  directed  me 
to  have  all  replaced  where  it  had  been  the  day  before.  I  declined 
to  do  this.  However,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  all  meal,  grain,  etc., 
sold  on  the  14th  ultimo,  were  carted  back  to  the  Court  House  and 
laager,  the  latter  having  been  formed  on  the  banks  of  the  river. 

On  the  16th  idem  a  reinforcement  of  about  50  men  arrived  in 
command  of  one  Fischer. 

Looting  was  indulged  in  from  time  to  time,  a  matter  which  I 
think  had  better  be  dealt  with  at  a  later  date. 

On  suspicion  of  having  concealed  large  quantities  of  arms  and 
ammunition,  and  a  sum  of  £1,500  belonging  to  the  Government,  I 
was  deprived  of  my  liberty  as  a  British  subject  for  some  ten  hours.  The 
suspicion  regarding  the  £1,500  was  mythic,  although  I  concealed  in 
places  of  safety  fairly  large  quantities  of  arms  and  ammunition, 
which  I  refused  to  hand  over.  But  for  the  utter  unreliableness  of 
the  compacts  and  conditions  and  stipulations  made  by  the  Com- 
mandant of  the  invading  forces,  I  would  have  remained  in  Douglas 
until  the  expiration  of  the  14  days.  I,  however,  soon  discovered 
that  life  was  every  hour  made  more  unbearable.  On  the  evening 
of  the  16th  ultimo  I  was  released  from  restraint,  then  I  left  Douglas 
and  arrived  at  Hopetown  on  the  evening  of  the  17th  idem. 

When  I  was  about  to  leave  I  had  information  that  Constable 
Zuma  had  been  arrested.  I  saw  the  Landdrost,  *  ,  who  had 
been  appointed  in  my  stead,  for  the  reason  of  Zuma's  arrest.  He 
said  that  it  was  only  formal,  and  that  Zuma  would  be  released  the 
following  morning.  The  Landdrost,  however,  refused  to  give  the 
information  upon"" which  the  Constable  was  arrested. 

This  man,  from  all  accounts,  suffered  severely  at  the  hands  of 
the  Boers,  and  I  would  suggest  full  enquiry. 

The  conduct  of  Commandant  Jordaan  and  some  of  his  men 
was  most  offensive  towards  (me?)  and  I  had  to  submit  to  trying  in- 
dignities. 

After  my  arrival  at  Hopetown  I  reported  myself  to  the  military 
authorities  at  Orange  River,  the  result  of  which  I  have  reported  to 
you  by  wire. 
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Disaffection  beyond  my  expectation  prevails  in  the  district  of 
Herbert — several  loading  men  having  joined  the  enemy.  This,  I 
presume,  will  form  a  subject  for  investigation  when  peace  and  order 
shall  have  been  established. 

My  second  clerk,  Mr.  Pett,  deserves  great  praise  for  the  able 
manner  in  which  he  has  assisted  me  during  these  trying  times-  he 
has  firndy  stood  bj''  me.  With  his  name  I  would  couple  that  of  tlie 
Chief  Constable,  an  officer  who  has  rendered  good  services,  and  who 
has  been  most  loyal.  On  Constable  Zuma's  conduct  I  shall  report 
later.      So  far  he  has  been  a  true  man. 

The  Chief  Constable  with  his  family,  the  gaoler  and  famil\ ,  as 
well  as  several  special  police,  are  now  at  Hopetown  awaiting  instruc- 
tions. The  Chief  Constable  and  specials,  I  may  mention,  are  per- 
forming duty  at  Hopetown,  under  the  Magistrate  there. 

I  shall  be  glad  of  instructions  to  proceed  anywhere  on  duty. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  W.  F.  EEYNOLDS, 
Civil  Commissioner  and  Resident  Magistrate. 


Cape  Town,  28th  November,  1899. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department, 
Cape  Town. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  herewith  the  following  report 
as  instructed  for  your  information. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  inst.  I  was  informed  that  John 
Zuma,  a  native  constal)le  in  the  employ  of  Government,  had  been 
arrested  by  the  Free  State  authorities  and  placed  in  prison.  I  at 
once  went  to  the  Landdrost,  accompanied  by  *  ,  *  Law 
Agent,  and  requested  that  the  man  Zuma  be  released.  The  Land- 
drost said  he  was  unable  to  do  this,  as  Zuma  had  been  arrested  on 
the  evidence  of  two  witnesses.  He  refused  to  give  me  their  names, 
but  eventually  promised  that  Zuma  would  be  tried  publicly  that  af- 
ternoon at  2  p.m.  I  then  intimated  to  him  that  *  would  ap- 
pear on  Zuma's  behalf,  and  I  would  be  present  as  the  representative 
of  the  Colonial  Government. 

The  Landdost,  in  the  presence  of  others,  submitted  me  to  a 
searching  inquiry  with  regard  to  a  sum  of  £1,500,  which  was  alleged 
to  have  been  hidden  by  the  Postal  officials. 

From  this  time  I  noticed  that  a  man  had  Ijeen  tokl  off  to  shadow 
me. 

Learning  that  Mr.  Bradshaw  and  party  had  arrived  from  Barkly 
West  I  proceeded  to  the  wagon  to  ascertain  if  I  could  be  of  any  as- 
sistance to  them.  I  was  followed  by  a  man  named  *  who 
came  close  up  to  the  wagon  and  listened  to  the  conversation.  I 
warned  Mr.  BradshaAv,  and  drew  him  on  one  side.  *  ,  who  had 
been  joined  l^y  two  other  men,  named         *         *        ,  came  up  to  us. 

*  told  me  he  had  been  one  of  the  Jameson  raiders,  and  that  a 
passport  had  been  refused  him  on  those  grounds.  *  stated 

that  he  had  a  wife  and  six  children,  and  had  no  means  of  conveying 
them  out  of  Douglas.  They  asked  my  advice,  and  I  told  them  to  be 
at  the  Landdrost's  office  at  2  p.m.,  wlien  I  would  sec  what  could  be 
done.  This  was  at  about  one  p.m.  I  was  afterwards  told  by  a 
gentleman  that  he  had  been  present  that  morning  at  11  a.m.  when 
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*  had  been  sworn  in  by  the  Lcanddrost  as  burghers.  * 
was  a  constable  in  Government  employ,  and  was,  I  believe,  instruct- 
ed by  Mr.  Reynolds  before  his  dei)arlure  what  steps  to  take.  In 
the  face  of  these  facts  I  can  only  conclude  that  these  men  were  em- 
ployed as  "traps"— more  especially  as  they  failed  to  appear  at  the 
Landdrost's  office  at  2  p.m.  I  do  not  kiiow  detinilch',  however, 
whether         *         actually  joined  the  Boers  or  not. 

On  proceeding  to  the  Court  House  at  two,  T  was  mel  ])y  * 
who  told  me  that  the  Landdrost  had  decided  not  to  try  Zuma  in 
public.  I  went  to  the  gaol,  and  obtained  admittance' to  Zuma's 
cell.  The  turnkey  being  present,  I  Avas  unable  to  gain  any  informa- 
tion from  him  (Zuma).  I  then  went  to  the  Landdrost  and  iisked  why 
Zuma  was  not  to  be  tried.  He  told  me  that  he  had  grave  reasons 
for  changing  his  mind.  He  then  said  Zuma  would  be  tried  that 
afternoon.  I  asked  to  be  present,  but  was  refused.  I  then  asked 
with  what  offence  Zuma  was  to  be  charged.  The  Landdrost  said 
there  was  no  definite  charge  but  that  Zuma  had  ])een  arrested  on 
susiMcion.  I  remonstrated  with  him  on  this,  and  stated  that  it  was 
against  the  laws  of  the  Orange  Free  State,  as  well  as  those  of  the 
Colony,  to  arrest  and  imprison  a  man  merely  on  suspicion.  He  said 
he  had  arrested  Zuma  under  Martial  Law.  I  then  pointed  out  that 
he  was  only  a  Civil  authority,  and  that  by  their  proclamation, 
Griquland  West  had  not  been  placed  under  such.  I  further  tokl 
him  that  Zuma  was  an  official  of  the  Colonial  Government,  and  (hat 
if  he  was  tried  for  anything  in  his  capacity  as  such,  the  Landdrost 
would  be  guilty  of  a  serious  1)reach  of  International  etiquette.  I 
also  stated  that  in  the  event  of  any  injustice  done  to  Zuma,  the 
Colonial  Government  would  fully  represent  the  case  to  the  proper 
quarter,  and  that  the  Landdrost  would  no  doubt  find  himself  in  an 
unpleasant  predicament. 

The  Landdrost  then  sent  for  Zuma,  and  I  remained  in  the 
precincts  of  the  Court  House  until  half  an  hour  later,  when  Zuma 
was  released.  Zuma  told  me  subsequently  that  he  had  been  treated 
in  a  threatening  manner,  and  that  a  pass  had  been  refused  him.  I 
had  no  opportunity  for  any  conversation  with  him,  for  we  were  both 
shadowed. 

In  the  afternoon  I  again  saw  the  Landdrost  with  reference  to 
certain  persons  to  whom  he  had  refused  passes,  most  of  these  were 
special  police.      Passes  were  eventually  obtained  for  all. 

On  the  morning  of  the  18th  instant,  I  was  informed  that  the 
Landdrost  had  left  during  the  night  with  the  rest  of  the  commai.do 
that  had  been  stationed  at  Douglas.  The  keys  of  the  Office  had  been 
left  with  *  the  turnkey.        A  large  number  of  men  were 

gathered  at  the  Court  House  waiting,  I  was  told,  for  arms  to  b«' 
dealt  out  to  them.  At  11  a.m.  the  Landdrost  had  not  returned,  and 
the  man  *  went  after  him  to  fetch  him  back.  The  Landdrost 
returned  at  one.      A  man  named  *         whispered  to  me  that 

commandeering  was  to  start  at  three,  and  all  passes  were  to  be  re- 
fused. On  hearing  this  I  saw  Messrs.  *  .  We  coliected 
about  eight  of  the  influential  merchants,  etc.,  and  waited  on  the 
Landdrost.  The  Landdrost  refused  to  issue  any  passes,  and  * 
pointed  out  to  him  that  in  terms  of  the  proclamation  issued  Ijy  the 
O.F.S.  Government,  all  British  subjects  had  a  right  to  ol)tain  passes 
up  to  the  29th  instant.  After  much  discussion  passes  were  again 
Issued. 

The  Landdrost  informed  me  that  any  person  remaining  in 
Douglas  would  be  perfectly  safe,  but  that  their  property  was  liable 

[A.  5—1900.]  P 
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.^  be  commandeered.  All  property  left  behind  persons  who  re- 
V  "^d  to  stay  was  at  once  confiscated. 

I  left  Douolas  at  5  p.m.  on  the  18th  instant.  The  majority  of 
persons  who  did  riot  intend  staying  had  then  left. 

*  *        remained  for  the  purpose  of  looking  after  several 

ladies  with  families,  whose  husbands  are  away  from  home.  No 
conveyance  was  obtainable  for  these  people. 

In  one  instance,  Mrs.  Gumming,  with  a  family  of  five  little  girls, 
was  left  almost  unprote'cted.  Her  husband's  hotel,  store,  and  other 
property  was  commandeered.  Every  article  was  removed  from 
the  store  by  the  Boers  in  wagons.  The  house  in  which  Mrs.  Gum- 
ming lives  was  also  commandeered,  but  the  Landdrost  promised 
that  should  her  house  be  required,  a  smaller  house  would  be  found 
for  her.  She  would  also  receive  rations.  The  Landdrost  allowed 
the  gaoler's  wife  and  family  to  remain  in  their  quarters.  He  told 
me  he  would  see  to  their  welfare.      I  believe  they  have  since  left. 

Pauper  supplies  I  was  told  would  be  continued  under  a  ntv/ 
system. 

The  District  Surgeon  received  a  pass  to  remain  in  Douglas  in 
his  capacity  as  a  medical  man,  he  having  stated  that  there  were 
several  cases  on  his  hands  which  could  not  be  left  without  treat- 
ment. 

I  know  of  no  other  instance  of  a  pass  being  granted  to  persons 
remaining. 

When  I  left  the  Landdrost  and  his  two  assistants  were  tlie  only 
men  in  Douglas  who  had  belonged  to  the  Boer  commando  The 
other  persons  were  mostly  poor  whites  from  the  town  and  district, 
together  with  one  or  two  second  rate  farmers  who  had  joined  the 
Boers  and  were  waiting  for  arms. 

I  arrived  at  Hopetown  where  I  reported  myself  to  j\lr.  Reynolds 
on  the  19th  instant.  I  remained  at  Hopotown  until  the  23rd  inst., 
when  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Eeynolds  I  accompanied  Mrs.  Reynolds 
and  family  as  far  as  Beaufort  West.  I  left  Beaufort  West  on  the 
26th,  and  arrived  in  Gape  Town  on  the  27th  inst. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  ARTHUR  LETT. 


Office  of  the  Resident  Magistrate, 
Herbert,  11th  July,  1900.      13  D.  317/1900. 

REPORT  ON  THE  GONDITION  OF  THE  DISTRICT  OF  HERBERT 

DURING  HOSTILE  OCCUPATION. 
The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department, 
Cape  Town, 

Sir,— I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  tele- 
gram of  the  1st  instant  calling  for  a  general  report  on  the  general 
condition  of  this  district  during  hostile  occujjation. 

Before  proceeding  with  the  subject  at  issue,  I  will  preface  my 
report  with  a  few  remarks  as  to  the  condition  of  the  district  prior  to 
its  invasion— for,  with  that  information  before  him,  the  Honourable 
the  Attorney-General  will,  I  am  of  opinion,  be  better  aLle  to  judge 
the  weight  of  the  plea  of  extenuation  in  siding  with  the  Queen's 
enemies  which  will  be  extensively  pressed  as  a  means  of  defence. 
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Since  the  outbreak  of  hostilities,  but  prior  (o  Ihc  invasion  of 
this  district,  correspondence  relative  to  ihc  alliliidc  ;md  tendency 
of  its  inhabitants  was  mainly  telegraphic. 

The  volume  containino;  the  office  copies  was  destroyed  by  me 
for  fear  of  it  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  as  it  also  contained 
information  of  a  highly  important  nature  conseyed  to  the  military 
authorities  then  stationed  at  Orange  River. 

Thus  I  have  no  records  to  refer  to,  ])ut,  speaking  from  memory, 
I  may  state  that  at  that  time  the  Dutch  population  in  the  district 
was  in  keen  sympathy  with  the  Eepubllcans,  and  I  at  times  feared 
open  rebellion — to  me  it  was  evident  that  but  for  leaders  such  would 
have  taken  place.  Secret  meetings  were  held  under  the  auspices  of 
prominent  Bond  leaders  in  different  parts  of  the  district,  l)ut  what 
actually  took  place  has  so  far  not  transpired.  Suffice  it  to  say  that 
the  attitude  and  bearing  of  the  Dutch  population  could  only  })e 
characterised  as  an  invitation  to  the  Queen's  enemies  to  invade  Her 
Majesty's  domains. 

From  time  to  time  His  Excellency  the  Governor  issued  warning 
and  conciliatory  proclamations.  Mr.  Schreiner,  the  late  Premier, 
telegraphed  notices  and  messages  in  similar  strain.  These  were  all 
widely  distributed  for  the  benefit  of  all  inhabitants. 

In  my  capacity  as  Magistrate  I  did  all  in  my  power  to  pacify  by 
conciliatory  measures,  but  all  without  avail,  and  there  is  not  the 
shadow  of  a  doubt  that  the  feeling  in  favour  of  the  enemy's  cause 
was  of  such  a  nature  as  to  override  all  obligations  due  by  a  loyal 
subject  to  the  Sovereign. 

This  then,  with  very  few  exceptions,  was  the  tendency  of  the 
Dutch  Afrikander  before  the  invasion  of  the  district,  and  on  refer- 
ence to  my  correspondence  above  referred  to,  it  will  be  seen  that  my 
reports  to  head  quarters  were  couched  in  strains  of  warning  against 
rebellion  and  suffering  of  loyals. 

Doul)tless  many  of  the  rank  and  file  were  forced  into  joining  the 
enemy,  but  many  identified  themselves  with  the  enemy  voluntarily. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  invasion  of  Douglas  the  Free  State  fcices 
w^ere  piloted  by  Dutch  British  subjects,  who  then  already  had  sided 
with  the  enemy,  and  upon  whose  countenances  was  pictured  undis- 
guised satisfaction  in  anticipation  at  the  possible  overthrow  of  Brit- 
ish supremacy. 

In  proceeding  with  my  report,  by  the  Queen's  enemies  it  must  l.)e 
understood  that  I  include  rel)els. 

Douglas  was  invaded  on  the  15th  Noveml)er,  1899,  and  per- 
manently re-occupied  by  our  forces  on  the  21st  May,  1900. 

On  or  about  the  6th  Deceml)er,  1899,  the  Free  State  officials 
proper  left  the  district,  and  the  various  offices  held  by  them  up  to 
that  time  were  since  then  filled  by  British  subjects  who  had  taken 
up  arms  in  support  of  the  enemy. 

It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  the  seed  of  discontent  sown  by  the 
invaders  had  taken  root,  and  numbers  of  Dutch  British  subjects  had 
identified  themselves  with  the  enemy. 

About  that  time  a  British  subject  and  resident  of  this  district, 
named        *        was  appointed  by  the  Free  State  authorities       * 

* 

The  district  from  that  time  was  entirely  in  the  hands  of  rebels 
acting  with  the  concurrence  and  co-operation  of  the  Free  Stale  au- 
thorities, who  exercised  a  certain  supervision  over  the  actions  of  the 
rebels  by  periodically  sending  an  inspecting  official. 

Such  supervision  necessarily  was  defective,  and  a  state  of  law- 
lessness pervaded  all  the  actions  of  this  rebel  Landdrost  and  his 
wayward  and  undisciplined  followers,  who  were  aliens  to  common 
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sense  and  common  intelligence,  and  sufficiently  irrational  to  im- 
imine  that  thov  wore  ailvancins  the  cause  of  freedom  and  liberty 
when  they  were  setting  at  naught,  or  at  least  assailing  the  sole  and 
essential  "safeguard  of  liberty,  which  is  law. 

From  that  time  the  loyals  l)egan  to  experience  a  period  of  severe 
o)>pression  and  restraint,  as  will  fully  appear  from  records  of  cases 
which  will  shortly  be  placed  before  "the  Honourable  the  Attorney- 
General. 

Since  my  return  to  office  I  have  had  to  enquire  into  many  cases 
against  British  sul)jects  charged  with  the  crime  of  High  Treason, 
and  therefore  submit  the  following  report  on  the  questions  sui)- 
mitted. 

Question  I.— What  proportion  of  people  of  this  district  either  joined 
the  enemy,  refused  to  join,  or  left  the  district. 

I  base  my  estimate  on  a  population  of  900  European  adults 
(males)— 558  of  these  are  registered  voters.  90  per  cent,  joined  the 
enemy,  6  per  cent,  left  the  district,  and  4  per  cent,  remained. 

Question  H. — To  what  extend  did  the  enemy  commandeer? 

The  enemy  commandeered  indiscriminately — where  old  age 
prevented  personal  service,  money  or  kind  w^as  demanded.  The 
method  adopted  was  of  a  somewhat  drastic  nature.  Some  official 
in  the  service  of  the  Free  State  Government  would  repair  to  an  in- 
hal)itant's  residence  and  present  what  is  known  as  a  commandeer 
list.  This  was  generally  an  order  commandeering  person  or  pro- 
perty, or  both.  Should  such  person  disobey  the  terms  of  the  com- 
mandeer list,  he  was  summoned  before  the  Landdrost  of  his  district 
there  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  provisions  of  Krijgswet  or 
Martial  Law,  w^hich  meant  that  the  offender  had  either  to  join  the 
enemy,  pay  a  heavy  penalty,  or  betake  himself  to  territory  other 
than  that  under  hostile  sway. 

Question  III. — What  restraints,  if  any,  w^ere  imposed  upon  those 
who  refused  to  identify  themselves  w-iih  the  enemy? 
The  restraints  imposed  upon  the  truly  loyal  subject  Ave're  many. 
Indeed  it  was  all  but  an  impossible  task  "for  a  truly  loyal  subject  to 
remain  within  reach  of  the  enemy.  Many  were  guarded  and  not 
permitted  to  leave  the  precincts  of  their  homes.  Some  were  ta'cen 
prisoner  and  placed  in  the  common  gaol.  Others  were  conveyed 
from  laager  to  laager,  their  ultimate  destination  frequently  being 
Bloemfontein  or  Pretoria  gaol ;  newspajiers,  other  than  those  pub 
lished  in  the  Republics,  w^ere  prohibited  from  being  received  or  read 
by  loyals. 

Question  IV. 

A  store  and  hotel  were  looted  by  the  Free  State  forces  on  the 
day  of  their  arrival  in  Douglas.  Since  that  time  looting  by  the 
rebel  forces  Avas  carried  on  extensively.  In  Douglas  not'a  single 
residence  was  left  undisturbed.  Stolen  or  looted  property  was 
found  in  the  house  of  every  rebel  familv  W'hose  male  adults  had 
jonied  thQ  enemy.  Complaints  of  looting  by  the  Free  State  forces 
proper  are  very  few. 

Question  V.— Whether  the  Colonial  rebels  took  a  prominent  pni-t  in 
the  direction  of  affairs  ? 
As  stated  before,  when  the  Free  State  forces  left,  the  rebels 
reigned  supreme.  They  were  especially  active  in  aggressive  meas- 
ures against  the  loyals.  Their  actions  can  onlv  be  characterised 
as  despotic,  arrogant,  and  oppressive.  This  will  fullv  appear  from 
records  shortly  to  be  placed  before  the  Honourable  "^the  Attorney- 
General, 
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General  conditions. 

During  hostile  occupation  ihv  district  was  iroverned  binder 
Krijgswet  or  Martial  Law.  Crimes  and  offences  committed  by 
natives  were  generally  punished  with  lashes,  or  with  lashes  and 
imprisonment.  Tlie  officials  were  mostly  rebels  or  British  sul)jects 
who  had  joined  the  rebels.  They  were  chosen  from  the  more  en- 
lightened classes — the  rank  and  file  consisting  of  the;  lowcu'  classes, 
such  as  paupers,  lal)ourers,  and  squatters,  generally  known  as  th(> 
"poor  white."  There  was  much  distress  amongst  this  class,  and 
still  is ;  steps  have  been  taken  to  alleviate  this. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  W.  F.  REYNOLDS, 

C.C.  and  R.M. 


KURUMAN. 


Chief  Magistrate's  Office,  Pretoria, 

23rd  June,   1900 
Received  2/7/1900. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department, 
Cape  Town. 

REPORT  UPON  THE  SIEGE  AND  SURRENDER  OF  KURUMAN, 

BECHUANALAND. 

Sir,-  - 1  have  the  honour  to  sulmiit  hereunder  for  your  informa- 
tion my  report  on  the  above  subject,  and  to  state  that  this  is  tlie 
first  opportunity  I  have  had  of  furnishing  this  report  in  writing. 

15th  October,  1S99. 

On  the  15th  October,  1899,  the  Cape  Police  at  Vryburg  left  for 
Kimberley,  having  abandoned  the  idea  of  defending  that  town,  and 
the  wildest  rumours  were  current  in  Kuruman  with  regard  to  the 
Boer  movements.  On  the  16th  of  October,  1899,  several  refugees 
from  Vryburg  arrived  at  Kuruman,  among  them  three  telogiaph 
clerks  and  Mr.  Dennison,  attached  to  the  Imperial  Intelligence  De- 
partment. I  deemed  it  advisable,  after  receiving  a  telegram  dated 
the  19th  October,  1899,  from  Colonel  Kekewich  (CO.  of  Griqualand 
West  and  Bechuanaland)  instructing  me  to  endeavour  to  prevent 
Kuruman  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  to  remove  Mrs.  Hil- 
Hard  and  mv  child  to  Soeden  Mission  Station,  three  miles  distant 
from  Kuruman.  This  I  did  on  the  31st  October,  1899,  and  I  left 
the  Residency  on  that  evening,  and  took  up  my  quarters  in  the 
Police  Camp.  It  was  found  impossible  to  protect  the  Residency. 
The  cash  account  for  October  w^as  prepared,  but  unfortunately,  after 
several  attempts,  it  could  not  be  despatched.  I  received  authority 
from  Colonel  Kekewich  to  advance  money  to  the  Defence  Force, 
and  some  £50  was  advanced  on  behalf  of  the  Imperial  Government 
to  Mr.  Dennison,  and  also  to  Captain  A.  Bates,  C.P.,  to  provide  for 
food,  etc.,  to  the  Defence  Force  during  the  siege.  The  balance  in 
my  safe  when  the  Boer  commando  arrived  was,  as  far  as  I  can  recol- 
lect, £16  lis.  7d.  This,  with  the  cash  liooks,  cash  account  for  Octo- 
ber, 1899,  papers,  etc.,  was  buried  in  Kuruman,  for  safety. 
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Captain  Bates,  Mr.  Davidson,  and  Serj^eant  Hemswortli  will  be 
}il)lt',  T  I  rust,  to  rocovor  these  tliin,2;s.      As  Mr.  Davidson  is  acquaint- 
ed with  all  the  transactions  that  took  place,  I  would  respectfully  re- 
quest that  he  be  sent  hack  to  his  station  as  soon  as  it  is  possible,  as 
this  officer  will  be  al)le  to  yive  all  information  and  account  for  all 
transactions  whicli  took  place  durino-  the  siege,  as  when  I  was  made 
a  prisoner  on  the  1st  January,  1900,  I  was  not  allowed  to  go  to  camp 
to  get  my  clothing,  or  ])laid\ets,  or  any  pa])ers.      On  the  morning  of 
our    departure  from  Kuruman,  3rd  January,  1900,  I  went  to  the 
Police  Camp,  but  only  succeeded  in  getting  a  few  things,  but  no 
]iai)ers,  these  had  disappeared.       The  Boer  commando  arrived  at 
Dakgoen,  .six  miles  from  Kuruman,  on  Sunday,  the  12th  November, 
1899,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  idem  they  attacked  us.      Pre- 
vious to  this  Commandant  Visser  wrote  to  me  demanding  the  sur- 
render of  Kuruman  to  the  Transvaal  Republic.      I  replied  that  as  1 
was  not  instructed  to  evacuate  Kuruman,  if  he  attacked  it  he  would 
have  to  take  the  consequences  of  his  illegal  act.      The  siege  was  con- 
tinued from  the  13th  October,  1899,  to  the  1st  Januaiy,  1900,  when 
I  w'as  taken  prisoner  with  the  others.      The  wounded  w^ere  left  in 
Hospital  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Beare,  assisted  by  Mr.  W.  J.  David- 
son.     I  was  brought  to  Pretoria  and  kept  a  prisoner  with  the  other 
officers  of  the  British  forces.      On  my  release  I  applied  to  be  sent 
back  as  soon  as  possible,  but  Lord  Roberts    having,  through  the 
Military  Governor,  Major-General  Maxwell,  D.S.O.,  applied  for  my 
services,  I  have  been  appointed  provisionally  Chief  Magistrate  of 
Pretoria,  and  a  telegram  has  been  sent  to  Sir  Alfred  Milner  by  the 
Military  Governor  asking  that  the  Cape  Colonial  Government  will 
sanction  my  being  temporarily  employed — which,  I  trust,  will  have 
been  granted  by  this,  tho'  no  reply  has  as  yet  been  received.  Captain 
Bates  will,  I  presume,  send  in  an  official  report  of  the  siege  and  sur- 
render to  the  Commissioner  of  Police  at  Kimberley.      the  Special 
Police  engaged  by  me  were  all  paid  up  to  the  3l"st  October,  1899, 
and  from  that  date  were  handed  over  to  the  Defence  Force,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Bates,  who  had  authority  to  raise  the  Def<.mce 
Force  and  to  pay  them. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  C.  H.  HILLIARD, 
Resident  Magistrate  of  Kuruman 
(At  present  Chief  Magistrate  for  Pretoria). 


Attorney  General's  Office, 
Cape  Town,  11th  July,  1900.     3/766. 

C.  H.  Hilliard,  Esquire, 

Resident  Magistrate,  Kuruman. 

REPORT  ON  SIEGE  AND  SURRENDER  OF  KURUMAN. 

^'^l~^  ^"^  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  report, 
dated  the  23r(l  ultmio,  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  sio^e  and 
surrender  of  Kuruman,  and  to  inform  you  that  reports  in  the  matter 
have  also  been  received  from  Inspector  Bates  and  Mr.  Davidson 
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The  Attorney-General  instructs  me  to  convey  to  you  an  expres- 
sion of  the  appreciation  of  the  Covernnient  of  the  services  rendcMvd 
by  you  and  by  those  under  you  during  a  })eriod  of  exceptional  trial. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  JOHN  J.  GRAHAM, 
Secretary  to  the  Law  Department. 


Attorney-General's  Office, 

Cape  Town,  1st  May,  1900. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department, 
Cape  Town. 

REPORT  FORWARDING. 

Sir.^In  compliance  with  your  verbal  request,  I  have  the  honour 
to  enclose  a  short  report  on  the  defence  of  Kuruman,  and  an  account 
of  my  experiences  on  the  road  from  Kuruman  to  Pretoria,  at  Pre- 
toria, and  my  journey  from  Pretoria  to  Cape  Town,  via  Delagoa  Bay. 

I  enclose  the  following,  viz., 

(1)  Plan  showing  defence  of  Kuruman  [not  printed]; 

(2)  Plan  showing  camp  of  British  prisoners  of  war  at  Water- 

val  [not  printed]; 

(3)  List  of  casualties  during  the  siege  of  Kuruman. 

In  the  list  of  prisoners  I  forwarded  a  day  or  tw^o  ago,  for  "  Lie- 
benberg"  kindly  read  "  Lilienfeld." 

I  was  extremely  annoyed  this  morning  at  seeing  in  the  "Cape 
Times  "  certain  particulars  and  experiences  of  English  prisoners  of 
w^ar  communicated  to  a  correspondent  of  the  "Free  Press." 

Personally  I  have  not  made  any  communication  to  any  corres- 
pondent, and  there  are  a  good  many  misleading  statements  in  the 
article.  I  was  asked  a  week  ago  by  the  Assistant  Editor  of  the 
"Cape  Times"  to  give  him  an  account  of  my  experiences.  I  told 
him  I  was  making  a  report  to  the  proper  authorities,  who  w'ould 
naturally  object  to  my  making  them  public.  I  told  him  that  after 
I  handed  in  my  report  I  would  see  if  there  was  any  objection  to  my 
contributing  an  article,  and  asked  him  not  to  mention  my  name  in 
the  meantime  in  his  paper.  I  particularly  regret  the  reference  to 
Lieutenant  Nesbitt.  His  very  useful  diary  will  i)robably  be  taken 
from  him  and  some  of  his  privileges  curtailed.  Injudicious  state- 
ments of  this  kind  do  more  harm  than  good  to  our  prisoners. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  W.  J.  DAVIDSON. 
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SIEGE  OF  KURUMAN. 


EVENTS  BEFORE  TPIE  SIEGE. 

Towards  the  end  of  Octoljer,  1890,  rumours  reached  the  Magis- 
tracy and  Police  Camp  that  the  Boors  who  were  then  in  occupation 
of  Vrvhuru:.  contemplated  an  attack  on  Kuruman.  These  rumours 
were  not  believed,  but  [)recautions  were  taken  by  the  Sub-In&})ccior 
of  Police.  *  ,  a  law  agent  at  *  and  at  the  time  Acting 
Secretary  of         *  *        ,  informed  the  Magistrate  that  a  num- 

ber of  farmers  in  the  district  had  decided  to  rebel,  and  intended 
killing  the  Magistrate  and  Sub-Inspector  of  Police,  and  taking  pos- 
session of  the  village.  The  information  supplied  by  *  was 
regarded  as  very  unreliable.      He  was  known  to  be  an  *  , 

and  on  difTerent  occasions  has  figured  in  the  dock  at  Vryburg  and 
Kiml)erley.  At  the  time  he  was  supplying  this  information,  he  was 
very  friendly  with  the  men  who  he  accused  of  disloyalty.  The 
Magistrate  told  *  that  he  did  not  intend  leaving  Kuruman, 
that  there  were  more  police  in  the  camp  than  he  (  *  )  knew 
of,  and  that  if  the  local  farmers  attacked  Kuruman  they  would  re- 
ceive a  very  warm  reception.  *  however  said  that  whether 
the  Magistrate  believed  his  story  or  not,  he  knew  that  the  local 
farmers  contemplated  an  attack,  and  went  so  far  as  to  give  the 
exact  date.  Although,  as  previously  mentioned,  the  story  was  nest 
lK>lieved,  the  Magistrate  communicated  this  information  to  the  Sul)- 
Inspector  of  Police,  and  it  was  decided  to  defend  the  camp  in  case 
of  an  attack.  On  the  day  mentioned  by  *  ,  about  twenty  of 
the  local  farmers  entered  Kuruman  imarmed.  Several  came  to  the 
Magistrate's  Office,  and  a  few  visited  the  Police  Camp  ostensibly  on 
business,  but  evidently  with  the  idea  of  ascertaining  whether  any 
steps  had  been  taken  to  defend  the  village.  The  Magistrate  spoke 
to  *  the  most  enlightened  farmers —  *  *        — 

and  inquired  why  so  many  of  the  farmers  had  come  into  Kuruman 
on  the  same  day.  They  *  said  that  the  farmers  were  anxious 
to  hear  news  about  the  war,  and  had  come  in  for  that  purpose.  This 
was  pure  nonsense,  for  the  District  Surgeon,  while  translating  an 
official  telegram  from  Col.  Kekewich,  relating  to  the  battle  of 
Elandslaagte,  was  stopped  and  told  by  two  of  the  men  they  did  not 
wish  to  listen  to  lies.  We  knew  the  information  which  they  wanted 
and  acted  upon  was  the  "doctored"  telegrams  from  Pretoria,  sent  to 
Vryburg.  *  had  a  long  conversation  with  the  Resident 

Magistrate.  He  said  that  Vryburg  was  occupied  by  the  burghers 
of  the  South  African  Republic,  and  that  the  Cape  Police  had  left  the 
Vryburg  district,  that  the  majority  of  police  had  also  left  the  Kuru- 
man district,  and  he  asked  the  Magistrate  to  allow  his  two  sons  and 
two  sons-in-lay  to  be  enrolled  as  Special  Police,  to  prevent  the 
natives  from  raiding  the  stock  in  his  Field  Cornetcy.  He  said  that 
at  this  time  of  trial  he  wished  to  assist  the  Magistrate  in  preserving 
peace  and  order.  When  we  surrendered  we  ascertained  the  way  in 
which         *         had  assisted  in  doing  this. 

*  *        came  in  shortly  afterwards  and  said  that  as  long 

as  he  lived  he  would  never  fight  against  the  Queen.  The  men  men- 
tioned by  *  came  in  a  few  tlays  afterwards  and  were  enrolled 
as  Special  Police.  *  ,  also  a  most  respectable  farmer,  sent  in  a 
message  to  the  Sub-Inspector  of  Police,  stating  that  he  Avas  sorry 
that  the  Magistrate  was  supplying  ammunition'to  *  sons,  as 
they  would  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  shooting  him. 
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All  this  time  communications  from  the  Honourable  the  Prime 
Minister  and  from  Colonel  Kekewich  relating  to  the  war,  were  being 
translated  into  Dutch  at  the  ofhcc,  and  forwarded  to  the  Field  Cor- 
nets and  Justices  of  the  Peace  throughout  the  district.  It  was  ex- 
tremely fortunate  that  Kuruman  was  not  attacked  until  the  13th 
November,  as  we  were  able  to  communicate  with  the  military 
authorities  at  Mafeking  and  Kimberley,  and  circulate  valuable  in- 
formation throughout  the  Vryburg  and  Kuruman  districts. 

On  Saturday,  11th  November,  the  Postmaster  informed  the 
Magistrate  that  he  was  under  the  impression  that  the  telegraph 
wires  had  been  cut  between  Kuruman  and  Barkly  West.  On  Sun- 
day, 12th  November,  about  11  a.m.,  a  native  messenger  handed  me 
a  letter  from  *  of  Vryburg,  addressed  to  the  Resident  Magis- 
trate, stating  that  a  commando  of  150  Boers  had  left  Vryburg  on 
Friday,  10th  November,  and  was  proceeding  in  the  direction  of 
Kuruman.  I  immediately  forwarded  this  letter  to  the  Resident 
Magistrate  who  was  spending  the  day  at  the  Seoden  Mission  Station, 
and  informed  Captain  Bates,  who  hai)pened  to  be  in  my  room  at  the 
time.  He  proceeded  to  the  camp  and  gave  instructions  for  the  men 
to  be  ready  for  any  emergency.  About  2  p.m.  *  a  very  re- 
liable native,  rode  up  to  my  room  and  told  me  he  had  just  come  in 
from  a  native  location  about  15  miles  west  of  Vryburg,  and  had 
been  informed  at  this  location  that  a  large  number  of  Boers  had 
passed  the  location  on  the  Friday,  and  had  told  the  natives  they  in- 
tended taking  over  Kuruman  from  the  Magistrate.  As  I  had  carried 
on  the  conversation  in  Dutch  with  this  native,  I  sent  for  the  Inspec- 
tor of  Native  Reserves  and  asked  him  to  hear  the  man's  story  in 
Sechuana.  After  a  few  minutes'  conversation,  he  informed  me 
that  there  w^as  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  a  commando  had  left 
Vryburg  and  had  passed  this  location ;  but  as  the  native  had  heard 
nothing  of  the  Boers  since  the  Friday,  it  was  difficult  to  say  whether 
the  commando  really  intended  attacking  us.  On  Sunday  afternoon 
the  Magistrate  and  I  rode  up  to  the  Mis'sion  Station.  About  5  p.m. 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Price,  the  Senior  Missionary,  received  a  letter  from 

*  ,  a  Transvaal  official,  stating  that  he  had  come  to  take  over 
Kuruman  in  the  name  of  the  South  African  Republic.  He  intended 
doing  this  the  next  morning  (3rd  November).  He  did  not  know 
whether  any  resistance  would  be  offered,  but  that  whatever  hap- 
pened, if  the  Missionaries  and  the  natives  on  the  Mission  Station 
remained  quiet,  their  lives  and  property  would  be  respected.  Mr. 
Price  told  the  messenger  to  inform  *  that  personally  he  was 
very  ill  and  unable  to  offer  any  resistance ;  but  that  he  would  give 
the  headman  of  the  Seoden  Location  the  message  he  had  received 
from  him.  The  Magistrate  then  rode  down  to  the  village  to  see 
whether  any  communication  had  been  addressed  to  Captain  Bates 
or  himself.  On  his  arrival  there  he  found  a  letter  addressed  to  the 
"Chief  Official,"  Kuruman,  from  Field  Cornet  Visser,  stating  that  he 
intended  taking  over  Kuruman  in  the  name  of  the  South  African 
Republic  on  Monday  (the  13th  November),  that  if  the  village  was 
not  handed  over  to  him  before  7  a.m.  on  that  date,  he  would  take 
it  by  "  main  force."  A  consultation  was  held  by  the  Resident  Magis- 
trate, Captain  Bates,  and  Captain  Dennison,  of  the  Imperial  Intelli- 
gence Department,  and  a  reply  signed  by  the  Magistrate  was  for- 
warded to  Mr.  Visser  acknowledging  his  letter,  and  informing  him 
that  he  (the  Magistrate)  had  not  been  instructed  by  his  Government 
to  hand  over  the  place,  and  that  he  would  hold  him  responsible  for 
the  consequences  of  his  illegal  acts.  In  the  mean- 
time the  District  Surgeon  requested  me  to  assist  him  in  making  ar- 
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raiif'oincnfs  for  the  veniuval  t»f  two  sick  men  from  the  villai^e-'a 
private  in  the  Cape  Police  and  the  gaoh'r— and  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  small  hospital  in  the  camp.  For  this  purpose  we  ])ro- 
ceeded  to  (he  villanvand  procured  a  supply  of  oil,  blankets,  and  calico 
from  the  slorekeei)ers,  and  told  the  men  we  would  move  them  at  5 
next  morning.  We  then  returned  to  his  surgery  at  the  Mission  Sta- 
tion, where  we  selected  and  packed  everything  he  thought  would  be 
necessary  in  case  anv  of  our  men  were  wounded.  These  packages 
were  then  placed  in  a  spring  wagon,  kindly  lent  to  us  by  the  Senior 
Missionarv.  and  taken  down  to  (he  l^ilice  Camp.  I  returned  to  the 
village,  and  the  Magistrate  and  I  then  balanced  the  cash  books,  col- 
lected important  communications  received  from  the  Colonial  Gov- 
ernment and  Colonel  Kekewich,  besides  affidavits  made  before  the 
Magistrate  against  certain  farmers  in  the  district,  sealed  them  in 
a  IfPrge  parcel,  and  sent  them  to  the  Police  Camp,  where  they  were 
secui-elv  kept  imder  lock  and  key. 

After  resting  for  about  an  hour,  the  District  Surgeon  ordered 
the  driver  to  inspan  the  oxen,  and  the  sick  men  were  removed  to  the 
Mission  Station.  A  room  at  the  Institution  was  placed  at  our  dis- 
posal, and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Brown  consented  to  attend  these  men  during 
the  siege.  We  hurried  down  to  the  camp,  as  the  ultimatum  had  al- 
readv  expired,  and  arrived  there  about  8  o'clock. 

On  my  arrival  the  Magistrate  informed  me  that  he  had  received 
a  second  communication  from  Mr.  Visser,  stating  he  would  give  him 
until  9  o'clock  to  hand  over  the  village.  No  reply  was  sent  to  this 
communication. 


THE  ATTACK  ON  KURUMAN. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  November,  there  were  about  50  Euro- 
[)eans  and  oO  coloured  men  armed.  A  few  more  natives  who  had 
been  fired  on  by  the  Boers  subsequently  joined  us,  and  were  sup- 
plied with  Snider  rifles.  A  few  minutes  to  nine  gallopers  rode  up 
to  the  camp  and  said  that  a  large  number  of  Boers,  estimated  at 
between  300  and  500,  were  advancing.  Sub-Inspector  Bates  immedi- 
ately rode  up  to  the  fort  in  the  direction  in  which 
they  were  approaching.  They  were  then  riding  in 
extended  order,  and  he  gave  instructions  to  the  corporal  in  charge 
to  try  the  range.  The  first  shot  was  fired  from  the  fort  marked  "B." 
The  Boers  then  galloped  towards  the  Mission  Station  and  gradually 
worked  round  to  the  ridge  round  fort  "F."  At  about  10.30  there 
was  heavy  firing  on  both  sides,  and  at  12  o'clock  Captain  Bates 
thought  it  advisable  to  send  up  a  few  men  to  reinforce  them,  and 
an  additional  supply  of  ammunition.  At  the  same  time  he  rode 
up  and  remained  at  the  fort  for  an  hour.  He  was  very  much 
pleased  at  the  coolness  of  his  men,  and  the  accuracj^  of  their  fire. 
Ai  a  o'clock  it  was  evident  that  the  Boers  were  determined  to  cap- 
ture this  position.  Further  reinforcements  of  men  and  ammuni- 
tion were  accordingly  sent  up.  Heavy  firing  continued  until  dark. 
Next  morning  Ave  found  the  Boers  had  retired  from  this  position, 
but  had  built  schantzes  at  the  point  "  H"  and  the  fort  "C."  For  the 
next  four  days  firing  was  pretty  brisk  in  the  morning,  slowed  down 
during  the  day,  and  increased  about  sundown.  Captain  Bates  gave 
instructions  to  all  the  men  not  to  fire  unless  they  saw  something  to 
fire  at,  as  our  supply  of  ammunition  was  very  limited,  having  com- 
menced the  fight  with  about  40,000  rounds,  made  up  as  follows: 
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About  16,000  Lee-Metford,  13,000  Snider,  and  the  rest  Marlini- 
Heiirv.  No  shots  were  fired  on  either  side  on  Monday  or  Tuesday 
nicfht.  but  on  Wednesday  5  Sniders  were  sighted  by  Captain  Bates, 
and  about  nine  o'clock  were  sent  off.  Tlie  Boers  llien  poured  volley 
after  volley  into  (he  camp.  The  same  lliin,i>-  hap])ened  on  Thurs- 
day or  Friday.  On  Saturday,  the  IStli,  there  Avas  very  little  firing 
done  on  both  sides,  and  durinu'  the  afternoon  we  noticed  carts  and 
wagons  leaving  (he  laager  at  the  Mission  Station.  We  were  then 
uncertain  whether  all  the  Boers  had  retired.  On  Sunday  morning 
we  were  surprised  (o  find  that  not  a  single  shot  was  fired.  Capiain 
Bates  thought  it  advisable  to  remain  quietly  in  the  forts,  as  it  miglit 
have  been  a  tra]i  laid  J)v  the  Boors.  About  9  o'clock  we  noticed  (lu; 
natives  who  had  left  their  stadt  in  the  village  relurning  in  (wos  and 
threes  from  the  Alission  Siation.  We,  of  course  ,then  know  that  the 
Boers  had  retired.  On  questioning  both  the  natives  and  Europeans 
from  the  S(a(ion,  we  could  not  ascertain  whether  the  Boers  had  re- 
tired to  meet  our  relief  force  on  the  way  to  Kimljerley,  or  had  sim])ly 
retired  to  collect  food.  Scouts  were  sent  out.  On  Sunday  the  19th 
we  found  the  Boers  were  about  7  miles  off.  On  Monday  we  heard 
the  commando  was  returning  to  Vryburg.      On  Tuesday  * 

*        ,  two  special  policemen,  volunteered  to  ride  through  the 
night  and  locate  the  enemy.     They  were  both  thoroughly  acquaint- 
ed with  the  district.      About  eighteen  miles  from  Kuruman     they 
rode  into  the  Boer  outposts  and  were  called  u))on  to  halt.      They 
galloped  away,  and  several  volleys  were  fired  at  them.         *        hat 
was  knocked  off,  but  they  ])oth  returned  safely  to  the  camp  at  2  a.m. 
on  the  Wednesday  morning.      Rumours  of  all  descriptions  reached 
the  camp  daily,  but  most  of  the  information  seemed  to  show  that 
they  were  laagered  throughout  the  district  waiting  for  reinforce- 
ments.     On  Friday,  1st  December,  McCarthy,  Inspector  of  Native 
Reserves,  received  a  letter  from  a  native,  informing  him  that  the 
Boers  had  received  reinforcements  from  Griqualand  West,  and  that 
Kuruman     would     be     attacked  on   Monday,  the  4th  December. 
McCarthy  communicated  this  information  to  Cai^tain  Bates ;  a  full 
supply  of  w^ater  and  rations  was  sent  to  all  the  forts,  and  nine  men 
were  sent  to  hold  the  position  marked  "H"  occupied  by  the  Boers 
from  the  13th-18th  November.        On    Tuesday    a    messenger    who 
had  been  senl  to  Taungs  returned.      He  said  the  Boers  were  advanc- 
ing, that  he  had  been  in  their  laager  on  the  previous  night,  and  we 
could  expect  them  at  any  moment.      They  arrived  about  9  o'clock  on 
the  5th  December.      Very  little  firing  was  done  on  the  first     day. 
On  the  6th  we  found  from  the  number  of  schantzes  and  the    heavy 
firing  that  they  were  in  greater  force  than  on  the  first,  occasion.  On 
Wednesday,  6th  December,  three  men  were  wounded.      Most  of  the 
firing  was  done  by  the  Boers  early  in  the  morning  and  at  night, 
creeping  up  to  the  ridges  and  firing  volleys  from  about  8.30  p.m.  to 
12  p.m.     About  the  middle  of  Decemljer  four  ven^  determined  at- 
tacks Avere  made  on  fort  "C."      Unfortunately  our  supply  of  am- 
'     munition  being  very  limited  our  men  could  not  return  the  volleys. 
1    '      On  Saturday,  16th  December,  ahout  3  a.m.,  we  found  the  Boers   had 
I    : ,    occupied  the  store  at  the  side  of  the  river,  and  cut  off  the  water  from 
■ ..    our  men  in  the  fort "  C."  Captain  Dennison  and  the  corjioral  in  charge 
J;'   sent  a  message  to  Captain  Bates  that  without  a  good  supply  of  am- 
Ijrjj    |ii}>,'(,^muniti(m  it  was  impossible  to  hold  (he  position.       Ca])(ain  Bates 
'^    p' agreed,  and  on  Saturday  night  the  fort  was  evacuated.      Five  men 
1    M'.Hhad  been  wounded  during  the  four  attacks.       Half  the  men  were 
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'i^sent  to  the  fort  marked  "B,"  and  the  rest  retired  on  the  camp.      On 
Sunday  the  Boers  occupied  this  fort  "  C."     From  this  time  no  attack 
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was  made      The  Boers  continued  their  sniping  morning,  noon,  and 
night.      On  Christmas  day,  *        ,  second  in  command  of  the 

Republican  forces,  sent  a  message  proposing  an  armistice.        This 
was  agreed  to,         *         however  requesting  Captain  Bates  to  keep 
the  men  in  the  fori  for  a  few  minutes  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of 
informing  the  Transvaal  Commandant  and  laagers  that  an  armis- 
tice    had      been      agreed      upon.        As    no    shots      were      fired 
from  tlu'  Boer  positions  for  about  an  hour,  we  naturally  presumed 
the  arrangement  had  been  confirmed.       How^ever,  the  Magistrate 
and  Ser<'eant  Hemsworth,  about  10  o'clock,  had  just  left  the  camp 
to  bathe  when  two  shots  were  fired  at  them.      The  District  Surgeon 
and  myself  were  engaged  at  the  time  in  dressing  the  wounds  of 
one  of  bur  men.  One  bullet  passed  through  the  door  perilously  close 
to  the  Surgeon.      Captain  Bates  immediately  sent  a  message  to     * 
stating  that  he  was  surprised  that  his  men  were  fired  at  after  an 
armisFice  had  been  concluded.         *         replied  stating  that  he  re- 
gretted our  men  had  been  fired  on,  but  the  Transvaal  Commandant 
would  not  agree  to  the  armistice.      At  the  same  time  he  said  that, 
as  he  had  given  his  word  of  honour,  he  would  not  allow  a  single 
shot  to  l)e  fired  from  the  schantzes  under  his  control,  and  added  that 
he  could  not  hold  himself  responsible  for  the  death  of  any  of  our 
men  through  shooting  from  the  Transvaal  forts.      During  the  day 
our  men  went  to  the  gardens  and  river  in  the  direction  of  the 
Free  State  forts,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  enemy  and  our  men 
were  bathing  together  in  the  river.      On  the  next  day         *         re- 
tired, taking  250  men  with  him.       On  the  1st  January,  1900,  the 
Boers  opened  fire  with  a  seven  pounder  at  the  fort  marked    "H." 
After  firing  25  shells  without  effect,  they  moved  the  gun  on  to  the 
ridge  marked  "C,"  and  fired  about  30  shells  at  the  camp  without 
causing  any  damage.      25  shells  were  then  fired  at  the  fort  marked 
"B"  with  the  same  results.      About  12  o'clock  the  firing  ceased.  At 
4  o'clock  they  again  commenced  shelling  the  fort  marked  '"B,"  and 
after  the  10th  shell,  they  managed  to  get  the  range,  the  side  of  the 
fort  was  knocked  in,  and  a  very  heavy  Mauser  fire  directed  at  our 
men.      Between  5  and  6  o'clock  the  Corporal  in  charge  hoisted  the 
wdiite  flag.      After  a  few^  minutes'  consultation  with  the  Resident 
Magistrate  and  Captain  Dennison,  Captain  Bates  decided  to  surren- 
der; a  few  minutes  after  the  arms  and  ammunition  were    handtnl 
over  to  Commandant  Visser.      I  handed  a  list  of  WH:»unded  to  his 
Secretary  and  returned  to  the  camp  with  the  District  Surgeon.    O'l 
Tuesday  all  supi)lies  were  removed  from  the  camp  to  the  gaol.      Oa 
Wednesday,  8rd  December,  our  men,  with  the  exception     of     12 
wounded,  were  removed  as  prisoners  to  Pretoria.      I  only  saw  the 
Magistrate  for  a  few^  minutes,  and  hadn't  an  opportunity  of  hearing 
from  him  what  he  had  handed  over.      Cash  books,  cash  account,  etc., 
were  buried  before  we  surrendered.      I  may  add  that  the  Postmaster 
l)uried  all  letters,  telegrams,  etc.,  but  before  I  left  Kuruman,  I  heard 
they  had  been  discovered  by  the  Boers.      On  the  day  we  surrender- 
ed there  were  850  Boers  round  us.      About  the  middle  of  December 
there  were  about  1 ,350,  and  during  the  first  attack  between  300  and 
500.      The  Boers  left  Kuruman  on  the  6th  of  January  to  join  General 
Cronje,  so  we  heard,  at  Modder  River.      On  the  5th  "we  were  ordered 
to  move  our  wounded  men  from  the  camp  to  the  Residency,  and  al- 
though two  of  our  men  were  unable  to  walk,  they  would  not  lend 
us  a  wagon.      The  District  Surgeon,  Ireland,  a  private  in  the  Cape 
Police,  and  mvself  then  carried  them  down. 


121 

THE  REBELS. 

Sixteen  rebels  were  left,  in  charije  of  the  camp,  *  ,  a  most 
disreputable  men,  boiny'  installed  as  Acting  *  .  I  was  very 
much  surjjrised  at  the  action  of  flic  Ti-ansvaal  Commandant — as  I 
understand  he  was  informed  that         *  was  a  good-for-nothing. 

This  man  did  more  lianu  in  the  district  tlian  can  be  imagined.  From 
the  very  commencement  of  the  war  he  rotle  round  the  district  I'idi- 
culing  the  messages  sent  by  the  Honourable  the  Prime  Minister, 
and  also  i)roclamations  and  telegrams  from  Colonel  KeK-ewich, 
which  we  translated  into  Dutch  ancl  circulatetl  througlnnit  liie  dis- 
trict. He  stirred  the  men  up  to  rel)el,  and  I  do  hope  he  will  be  cap- 
tured and  severely  punished.  Besides  *  T  think  I  should 
mention  the  names  of  Messrs.          *        ^          *  (        *        )^  ^^j-^j 

*  *  .  Unfortunately  I  was  not  acquainted  with  many 
of  the  farmers  in  the  district,  as  I  only  arrived  at  Kuruman  from 
Cape  Town  on  the  8tli  September,  1899.  The  Cape  Police,  and 
Brown,  one  of  the  Special  Police,  informed  me  that  all  the  Dutch 
farmers  in  the  Kuruman  district  were  present  at  the  time  of  our 
surrender.  *  who  had  promised  to  assist  the  Magistrate  in 
keeping  peace  and  order  in  *  ,  was  in  touch  with  the  Boers 
at  Vryburg.  Meetings  were  held  at  his  farm  to  decide  whether  the 
farmers  should  volunteer  or  be  commandeered,  and  his  sons,  who 
had  been  enrolled  as  Special  Police,  appeared  to  be  great  favourites 
with  the  Transvaal  Commandant.  *  is  a  farmer  residing 
about  *  from  Kuruman.  This  man  was  also  in  active  touch 
with  the  Boers  at  Vryburg.  We  knew  that  he  had  been  two  or 
three  times  to  see  the  Boer  leaders  there.  He  told  the  natives  not 
to  listen  to  what  the  Magistrate  or  Inspector  of  Native  Reserves  told 
them,  as  Bechuanaland  formed  part  of  the  South  African  Republic. 
He  stopped  some  of  the  native  messengers  sent  out  by  Sul^Inspector 
of  Police  and  searched  them  to  see  wdiat  messages  they  were  carry- 
ing. In  every  way  he  tried  to  intimidate  them.  I  know  the 
Magistrate  was  very  disapjiointed  to  find  that  *  and  * 
sons  had  joined  the  Boers.  If  *  *  and  *  had 
remained  quietly  on  their  farms,  and  refused  to  have  anything  to  do 
with  the  Boers,  I  feel  certain  that  some  of  the  others  would  have 
hesitated  in  going  over  to  the  enemy.  Our  escort  from  Kuruman 
to  Vryljurg  was  composed  of  rebels,  *  son  of  the  farmer  al- 
ready mentioned  was  in  charge.      The  others  were         *  *      , 

*  *  .  The  two  *  did  not  join  the  Boers  at  first, 
and  as  far  as  I  could  ascertain  from  natives  and  others,  were  never 
present  while  the  Boers  were  attacking  us.  Their  father  told  me 
that  when  they  heard  that  the  Boers  were  commandeering  in  the 
district  they  fled  to  the  desert.  A  strong  patrol  of  Boers  was  sent 
after  them,  but  they  did  not  return  until  Kuruman  had  surrendered. 
They  were  then  commandeered  by  *  .  *  was  ordered  to 
furnish  a  wagon  and  oxen  for  the  purpose  of  getting  supplies  from 
Vryburg.  They  l)oth  informed  me  they  had  absolutely  refused  to 
take  up  arms  and  fight  against  our  troops.  One  other  name  should 
])e  mentioned,  viz.,  *  *  *  in  the  Cape  Police. 
This  man  was  sent  to  Kuruman  from  *  as  he  had  expressed  a 
wish  not  to  fight  against  the  Boers.  Captain  Bates  found  that  he 
could  not  trust  him  in  the  camp,  and  suspected  him  of  supplying 
information  to  the  enemy.  He  was  accordingly  sent  to  the  * 
police  station,  and  joined  the  Boers  in. their  second  attack  on  Kuru- 
man. The  Cape  and  Special  Police,  who  are  unfortunately  j)rison- 
ers  at  Pretoria  at  the  present  time,  can  furnish  the  names  of  all  the 
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rebels  in  the  Kuruman  district.  Verv  valuable  information  on  this 
head  can  be  furnisluH]  bv  Messrs  *  *        ,  both  of  whom 

arc  thoroiiulilv  acquainted  with  tlie  farmers  in  the  Vrylnirg  and 
Kurunian  (Hslricts.  I  was  verv  much  surprised  to  hear  after  our 
surrender  that  all  the  Boor  laa.i^ers  round  Kuruman  liad  l)een  Yisitef. 
bv  *  of  Vryl)urg.  *  were  held  1)\'  him  at  these  laagers, 
and  he  kept  the  enemy^'supplied  with  all  the  latest  information  from 
I'lctoria. 


JOURNEY  FROM  KURUMAN  TO  PRETORIA. 

On  the  10th  of  January  I  left  Kuruman  with  five  Europeans  and 
7  natives.  These  men  had  been  wounded,  but  had  recovered  sulYi  ■ 
ciently  to  travel.  Five  of  these  natives  had  never  been  armed,  the 
other  two  were  special  police  enrolled  l)y  the  Magistrate  after  the 
mt>jority  of  European  police  were  ordered  to  Kimi)erley.  We  ar- 
rived at  Vryburg  on  Monday  the  15th  January,  and  were  im- 
mediately placed  in  gaol.  We  remained  there  until  the  18th,  when 
we  were  sent  to  Klerksdorp.  During  our  imprisonment  at  Vry- 
burg we  were  served  out  with  a  loaf  of  bread  and  a  little  meat  every 
morning.  Fortunately  the  matron  and  nurses  of  the  Vryburg  Hos- 
pital and  Mrs.  Wessels,  the  wife  of  Mr.  D.  Wessels,  M.L.A.,  were  ex- 
tremely kind  to  us,  and  supplied  us  with  sugar,  coffee,  butter,  fruit, 
l)ooks,  etc.  Dr.  Nugent,  the  District  Surgeon,  visited  our  men  and 
gave  me  a  supply  of  lint.  l)andages,  and  medical  comforts  for  the 
journey  to  Klerksdorp.  I  incurred  an  expenditure  of  £14  in  Vry- 
burg in  procuring  necessaries  for  the  me  .i,  and  gave  the  storekeeper 
an  order  on  my  pay  in  the  event  of  the  account  not  being  previ::usly 
paid  by  me.  We  travelled  in  a  mule  wagt)n  from  Vrylnu'g  to  Klerks- 
dorp under  an  escort  of  '■'  men,  *  and  *  other  re!)els. 
We  arrived  at  Klerksdorp  on  Thursday,  the  25th  January,  at  5  a.m., 
and  were  placed  in  the  gaol  there.  Some  bread  and  a  few  tins  of 
beef  were  given  to  me,  and  I  was  told  that  these  rations  would 
require  to  last  us  until  Ave  arrived  at  Pretoria.  We  left  Klerksdorp 
on  Friday  the  2Gth,  passing  through  Potchefstroom  and  Johannes 
burg,  and  arrived  at  Pretoria  the  same  night,  when  we  were  escoi'ted 
to  the  Charge  Office  and  placed  in  cells.  On  Saturday  the  27th  we 
were  sent  to  Waterval,  and  arrived  there  about  12  o'cloclc.  I  was 
placed  in  the  camp  with  the  other  prisoners  of  war.  On  JVfonday 
I  saw  the  Commandant,  and  requested  permission  to  move  into  the 
hospital  grounds  with  Lieutenant  Nesbitt,  of  the  Protectorate  Regi- 
ment, and  Mr.  Hellawell,  the  war  correspondent  of  the  "  Daily  Mail  " 
and  "Cape  Times."  He  allowed  me  to  do  this,  and  I  remained  there 
from  the  29th  of  January  to  the  7th  April. 


•  1 


THE  NATIVES. 

A  few  days  after  the  police  evacuated  Vryburg,  the  Magistrate 
summoned  all  the  headmen  of  the  district  to  a  meeting  in  the  Court 
House.  He  informed  them  that  the  South  African  and  Orange  Free 
State  Repul)l!cs  had  declared  war  against  Lrreat  Britain,  that  ther- 
were  a  numl)er  of  our  .troo]Ds  in  the  country  to  defend  us,  and  that 
thousands  more  were  coming.  He  said  the  Government  wished 
them  to  remain  quietly  on  their  farms  and  locations  and  have  no- 
thmg  to  do  with  the  war.  He  added  there  was  nothing  to  fear  as 
the  Queen  ahvays  defended  her  loval  subjects.      The  natives  in  the 
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tlistricl  Liutluiiljledly  l)chaved  splendidly  lliruu<^iiuul  the  war,  and 
followed  the  advice  given  by  the  Resident  Magistrate.  The  only 
one  whose  conduct  has  been  ratliei'  suspicious  is  *  ,  *  — 
I  understand  that  the  Inspector  of  Native  Eeserves  at 
Kururaan,  as  soon  as  he  is  released  intends  making  eiu^uiries  into 
his  conduct,  and  a  communication  will  prol)ably  be  addressed  to 
the  Department  of  Native  Affairs  advising  his  dismissal. 


THE  CAMP  AT  WATERY AL. 

The  camp  where  the  majority  of  the  British  prisoners  of  war 
are  confined  is  situated  about  12  miles  north  of  Pretoria  on  the 
Pietersburg  line  of  railway.  They^  were  removed  from  the  race 
course  in  IJecember.  Rinderpest  experiments  were  carried  on  at 
this  farm  by  the  French  Specialists  in  1897.  I  annex  a  plan  of  the 
camp.  The  men  are  in  galvanised  iron  buildings,  closed  at  the 
back,  but  open  in  the  front. 


THE  HOSPITAL. 

When  they  first  went  out  the  building  used  as  a  hospital  was  not 
completed,  and  no  doctor  was  stationed  at  Waterval.  Shortly  after 
the  men  commenced  to  suffer  from  malaria,  dysentery,  etc.  For- 
tunately Lieutenant  Nesbitt  had  a  few  beef-tea  tablets  which  ho 
prepared  for  the  patients,  and  purchased  some  milk  and  obtained 
a  bottle  of  brandy  from  the  Commandant  for  the  patients.  A  few 
clays  after,  Dr.  Haylett,  formerly  an  assistant  surgeon  in  the  New 
Somerset  Hospital,  Cape  Town,  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  hospital. 
No  beds  or  stretchers  were  provided  for  the  patients  and  he  had 
great  difficulty  in  getting  a  little  milk  and  meat  for  them.  Repre- 
sentations were  repeatedly  made  to  the  Commandant,  the  Lieuten- 
ant of  the  guard,  and  the  Commission  of  Peace  and  Order.  Dr.  Hay- 
lett asked  for  a  tank  of  water  to  be  sent  out  daily  from  Pretoria. 
There  could  not  have  been  any  difficulty  or  expense  in  doing  this,  as 
the  train  runs  daily  from  Pretoria  to  Waterval.  However,  the  water 
was  never  sent.  His  requisitions  for  milk,  meat,  and  other  neces- 
saries appeared  to  be  ignored.  Early  in  January  Mr.  Hellawell  was 
requested  by  Dr.  Haylett  to  act  as  secretary  of  the  hospital.  Some 
improvements  then  took  place,  but  still  no  water  and  very  little  milk 
or  meat  was  sent.  I  visited  the  hospital  at  the  end  of  January,  and 
sights  I  met  w^ere  heartrending.  There  were  fifty  patients  in  the 
hospital  suffering  from  enteric,  malaria,  and  dysentery.  These  men 
were  Ijdng  on  the  floors,  practically  starving.  There  were  very  few 
orderlies,  although  many  more  of  our  men  were  willing  to  come. 
The  doctor  took  absolutely  no  interest  in  the  patients.  He  said  he 
was  disgusted  with  the  whole  business,  that  his  requisitions  were 
ignored,  and  that  it  was  very  little  use  seeing  the  men  if  he  had  no 
nourishment  to  give  them.  About  the  12th  February,  when  the 
secretary  visited  the  hospital,  he  was  informed,  not  by  the  doctor, 
but  our  orderlies,  that  a  successor  who  could  write  Dutch  had  been 
appointed.  I  think  it  was  most  discourteous  on  the  part  of  the 
doctor  after  asking  Mr.  Hellawell  to  act  as  secretary  not  to  thank 
him  for  what  he  had  done,  and  inform  him  personally  that  the  Gov- 
ernment considered  it  advisable  to  appoint  a  secretary  with  a  know- 
ledge of  Dutch.     About  the  20th  February  Dr.  Haylett  resigned,  and 
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informed  the  Govornmont  Ihal  ho  declined  to  be  held  responsible 
for  the  deaths  of  the  British  prisoners  of  war.  I  may  add  that  a 
careful  diary  has  l)een  kept  by  Lieutenant  Nesbitt  since  the  14th 
October,  1899,  and  he  was  <>;ood  enough  to  give  me  an  opportunity 
of  reading  it.  After  reading  his  diary,  and  from  my  own  know- 
ledge I  haven't  the  slightest  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  treatment 
of  our  sick  at  Waterval  from  December  to  February  was  most  dis- 
graceful. No  l)eds  were  })rovided,  the  sanitary  arrangements  were 
disgusting,  and  the  ])atients  were  starved.  Dr.  Haylett  was  sruc- 
ceeded  by  Dr.  van  Gemot,  the  medical  officer  in  charge  of  the  leper 
asylum  at  Pretoria.  He  insisted  on  the  hospital  being  removed 
from  the  control  of  the  Boer  Red  Cross,  and  on  being  allowed  to  com- 
municate direct  with  the  Commission  of  Peace  and  Order.  Changes 
were  very  soon  made.  Stretchers  were  provided,  and  mattresses 
were  sent  out  by  Mr.  Wood,  the  manager  of  tne  ISTatal  Bank,  Pretoria. 
A  few  cows  wei'o  sent  out  to  the  camp.  Two  galvanised  iron  build- 
ings and  a  large  tent  were  erected  for  convalescent  patients.  The 
men  on  being  admitted  to  hospital  were  supplied  with  clean  shirts, 
and  a  sujiply  of  milk  and  meat  was  sent  out  daily  from  Pretoria, 
besides  medicines  and  a  good  supply  of  spirits.  The  sanitary  ar- 
rangements were  improved.  Dr.  Romani,  a  Hollander,  was  ap- 
lX)inted  assistant,  and  took  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  the  patients. 
He  attended  the  hospital  from  10 — 1  in  the  morning,  and  from  2.30 — 
5.30  in  the  afternoon.  Dr.  Romani  was  transferred  to  an  hospital 
at  Elandsfontein  about  the  end  of  March,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Drs.  Koenig  and  Montmollin,  delegates  of  the  Swiss  Red  Cross  So- 
ciety. These  men  only  remained  a  few  days.  They  left  Water- 
val on  the  7th  April,  and  were  succeeded  by  a  Jewish  doctor.  I 
should  have  mentioned  that  after  Dr.  van  Gernet  got  the  hospital 
into  working  order  he  returned  to  his  duties  at  Pretoria.  He  still 
continues  to  act  as  Superintendent  of  the  hospital,  and  visits  the 
camp  three  times  a  week.  When  I  left  Pretoria  I  was  sorry  to  hear 
that  he  was  suffering  from  malaria,  and  his  wife  from  enteric,  fever, 
antl  had  not  been  able  to  visit  the  camp  for  a  week.  If  anything 
happens  to  him  I  do  not  know  what  is  to  become  of  our  sick,  as  he 
appears  to  be  the  only  man  who  can  get  anything  out  of  the  Com- 
mission. I  left  Waterval  on  the  7th  April.  On  that  date  there 
were  163  patients  in  the  hospital,  and  200  outdoor  patients.  A 
considerable  number  of  these  should  have  been  admitted  to  hospital 
l)ut  there  was  no  accommodation  for  them.  Waterval  is  a  very 
unhealthy  spot,  and  as  malaria  is  very  severe  in  April,  I  should  not 
be  surprised  to  hear  of  a  numljer  of  deaths  this  month.  I  may  add 
that  since  leaving  the  camp,  I  had  a  short  interview  with         * 

*  *        ,  and  found  that  about  £2,500  had  been  spent  by 

him  in  getting  comforts  for  the  men.  Of  course  in  the  camp  we 
were  giving  the  Government  credit  for  the  change  in  the  treatment 
of  our  sick,  and  put  it  down  to  the  relief  of  Kimberley  and  the  cap- 
ture of  General  Cronje.  Everything  rec|uires  to  be  very  carefully 
worked  in  the  Transvaal,  and  as  long  as  Dr.  van  Gernet  continnes 
to  act  as  Superintendent  *  will  be  able  to  send  out  comforts 
required  for  our  men. 


TREATMENT  AND  DIET  OF  OUR  MEN. 

The  camp  where  the  British  prisoners  of  war  are  confined  is 
about  600  yards  square,  surrounded  by  a  barbed  wire  fence  and 
entanglements.      Galvanised  iron  buildings  have  been  erected    for 
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the  shelter  of  our  men.  The  camp  is  divided  into  two  parts,  separ- 
ated by  barl)ed  wire  and  entanglements.  The  men  are  only  alloNAod 
into  the  field  during  the  day. 


DIET. 

The  diet  has  also  much  improved.  The  men  are  allowed  al)out 
one  pound  of  meat  per  week.  A  supply  of  bread  is  sent  out  from 
Pretoria  every  morning.  Rice,  tea,  potatoe.'^,  and  a  little  mealie 
meal  are  also  served  out  to  the  men.  Each'  mess  is  supplied  with  a 
pot,  and  a  few  kettles  have  been  served  out.  Cups  were  issued  to 
the  men  in  March.  These  cups  were  supplied  by  the  British  fund, 
administered  by  *  .  In  December  and  the  beginning  of  Jan- 
uary, biscuits  which  had  been  captured  by  the  Boers  at  Dundee  were 
supplied  to  the  men  instead  of  bread.  The  bread  is  very  badly 
baked,  and  very  often  there  are  two  or  three  hundred  loaves  short. 
From  the  lst-12th  January  not  a  single  ounce  of  meat  was  supplied 
to  the  men,  and  there  were  only  two  or  three  issues  of  tea  in  March. 
The  diet  for  the  day  is  as  follows: —  Breakfast:  Mealie  pap  without 
milk  or  sugar,  dry  bread,  and  tea  without  milk  or  sugar.  Dinner: 
Meat  on  Tuesday  and  Saturday,  rice,  and  occasionally  potatoes.  Tea : 
Tea  and  dry  bread.  Al)out  the  end  of  March  a  little  sugar  was 
being  supplied  to  the  men.  Of  course  if  the  men  have  money  they 
are  allowed  to  purchase  tinned  beef,  milk,  butter,  and  vegetables, 
but  these  articles  are  very  expensive,  and  very  few  of  the  men  have 
the  cash  to  purchase  them.  Our  men  receive  a  regular  supply  of 
tobacco  from,  the  stores.  I  understand  this  is  supplied  by  Messrs. 
Lewis  and  Marks,  of  Pretoria.  Dr.  von  Gernet  has  been  worrying 
the  Commission  for  some  time  to  increase  the  supply  of  meat  to  the 
men,  and  told  me  he  would  not  be  satisfied  until  each  man  received 
2^  pounds  of  meat  per  week. 


SANITARY  ARRANGEMENTS. 

The  Sanitary  arrangements  from  December  to  the  end  of  Feb- 
ruary were  disgusting.  When  I  arrived  there,  two  latrines  had 
been  filled  up  and  a  third  hole  had  been  dug  about  20  yards  from 
some  of  the  men's  quarters.  The  stench  from  the  two  latrines  that 
had  been  filled  up,  and  the  open  one  was  frightful.  The  latrine  was 
a  large  hole  with  a  board  across.  This  was  always  occupied  by 
about  50  men.  Besides  these  latrines  there  were  three  open  urinals, 
and  the  men  were  compelled  to  wash  their  clothes  at  the  taps  sup- 
plied for  drinking  purposes.  The  slaughter  poles  were  placed  in 
the  hospital  grounds,  and  potatoes  were  rotting  out- 
side the  store  and  hospital.  As  can  be  imagined,  the  stench  was 
unbearable.  As  soon  as  Dr.  von  Gernet  arrived,  he  requested  the 
Commandant  to  appoint  a  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  latrines  were 
closed  and  disinfected.  An  urinal  was  built,  and  pipes  leading 
from  the  urinal  to  a  spot  outside  the  camp  were  laid.  Two  movable 
latrines  were  placed  in  the  camp,  with  six  large  buckets  in  each 
latrine.  These  buckets  are  emptied  twice  a  day  and  disinfected. 
Four  large  wooden  tables  have  been  placed  at  the  foot  of  the  cam.j), 
and  the  men  are  prohibited  from  washing  at  the  taps.  Brooms  and 
wheel-barrows  have  been  supplied  to  the  men.      Although  there  is 
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Btill  a  slight  stench  in  the  camp,  the  sanitation  has  niuch  improved. 
The  shiughter  poles  in  the  Hospital  grounds  were  removed  the  week 
before  I  left. 


RECREATION. 

When  I  arrived  at  Pretoria  the  field  was  closed,  as  some  of  the 
men  had  attempted  to  escape.  It  was  opened  about  the  end  of 
February.  Cricket  materials  have  been  sent  out  from  Pretoria  by 
Father  de  Lacey  and  *  ,  and  every  afternoon  the  men  indulge 
in  cricket,  football,  and  quoits.  Some  indoor  games  have  also  been 
sent  out  to  the  men  by  *  ,  such  as  dominoes,  draughts,  cards, 
halma,  etc.  I'm  afraid  cricket  and  football  will  soon  be  a  thing  of 
the  past  as  the  men  haven't  the  strength.  Dr.  von  Gernet  told  me 
the  men  had  no  stomachs  left,  and  he  meant  this  in  no  metaphorical 
sense.  An  effort  was  made  to  get  a  few  band  instruments  from 
Pretoria,  but  the  authorities  would  not  allow  it. 


THE  BOER  OFFICIALS. 

The  camp  is  under  Fhe  control  of  a  Commandant.  He  has  a 
secretary  and  two  clerks.  There  are  also  a  Lieutenant,  4  corporals, 
and  300  guards,  a  quartermaster,  and  3  or  4  assistants. 

The  work  is  really  performed  by  Lieutenant  Haupt.  He  is  a 
hard-working  and  most  obliging  and  courteous  official,  and  has  done 
a  great  deal  for  the  comfort  of  our  men.  I  am  afraid  I  am  unable 
to  say  the  same  of  the  quartermaster,  Mr.  von  Weillegh.  He  ap- 
peared to  do  as  little  as  he  could  for  the  comfort  of  our  men,  and  al- 
though it  is  very  difficult  to  prove,  I  believe  he  was  responsible  in  a 
great  measure  for  the  discomfort  of  our  men  during  the  early  stages 
of  their  imprisonment.  He  was  suspended  by  the  Commission 
about  the  end  of  March.  His  brother  is  now  in  charge,  and  I  am 
afraid  will  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the  ex-quartermaster.  The 
suspension  of  the  quartermaster  was  welcomed  by  all  the  prisoners. 
In  addition  to  robbing  the  men  of  their  rations,  he  was  responsible 
for  the  circulation  of  many  lies  regarding  the  losses,  etc.,  of  our 
troops.  I  should  like  to  add  that  very  excellent  work  is  performed 
by  our  men  both  in  the  hospital  and  the  store.  It  was  a  very  great 
pleasure  to  me  to  see  the  way  in  which  our  men  attended  to  our 
sick.  There  are  6  of  our  men  in  the  kitchen,  4  attend  to  the  cooking, 
and  2  see  to  the  fires  and  cany  all  the  water  used  in  the  hospital.  I 
have  seen  some  of  these  men  working  from  six  in  the  morning  until 
10  in  the  evening.  Of  course  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  compen- 
sation now  that  the  treatment  of  the  sick  has  been  improved.  The 
orderlies  in  the  hospital  and  the  men  working  in  the  kitchen  are 
allowed  such  luxuries  as  butter,  milk,  meat,  etc.  Besides,  there  are 
four  men  who  do  all  the  washing  for  the  hospital.  In  conclusion 
I  should  like  to  mention  the  names  of  Father  de  Lacey,  * 

Lieutenant  Nesbitt,  of  the  Protectorate  Regiment,  and  Mr.  Hellawell, 
the  war  correspondent  of  the  "Daily  Mail."  The  two  former  have 
done  a  tremendous  lot  for  the  men.  Father  de  Lacey  has  already 
earned  his  reward.  He  was  sent  across  the  border  on  the  10th 
April.  *  asked  me  particularly  to  keep  his  name  quiet  at  the  Cape, 
as  (hrc?  affidavits  have  .iJrc?.,dv  been  Rworn  ao-^inot  him,  a^nl  t^e 
Government  are  only  waiting  for  an  excuse  to  r-end  him  across  M10 
border.  Our  prisoners  of  war  will  lose  a  staunch  friend  if  he  is  com- 
pelled to  leave  Pretoria, 
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MY  JOURNEY  FROM  PRETORIA  TO  CAPE  TOWN. 

I  left  Waterval  on  the  7tli  April,  and  was  placed  in  a  cell  at 
Pretoria  on  the  same  day.  My  fellow-prisoners  consisted  of  mur- 
derers, thieves,  prostitutes,  etc.  The  Sergeant  informed  me  that  no 
food  would  l)e  supplied  to  me,  but  that  I  would  be  allowed  to  get 
my  meals  from  an  hotel.  I  left  Pretoria  on  the  11th  April,  and 
arrived  in  Delagoa  Bay  on  the  12th.  I  travelled  down  from  Pre- 
toria with  Lieutenant  and  Quartermaster  Thowless,  R.A.M.C.  We 
saw  the  British  Consul  on  our  arrival,  and  arranged  to  see  him 
again  at  9.30  the  next  morning.  In  the  meantime  he  promised  to 
write  to  the  Senior  Naval  Officer  on  the  station  to  see  if  he  would 
allow  us  to  go  on  board  the  "  Thetis,"  which  was  sailing  for  Durban 
on  the  13th  April.  When  we  saw  him  the  next  morning  he  in- 
formed us  that  the  Senior  Naval  Officer  had  consented  to  talce  us 
on  board.  We  embarked  on  the  "Magicienne"  at  11.30  a.m.,  and 
were  transferred  to  the  "Thetis"  at  6.30  the  same  evening.  We  left 
Delagoa  Bay  on  Saturday,  the  lith,  and  arrived  at  Durban  on  Sun- 
day, the  15th.  Of  our  reception  and  treatment  on  H.M.S.  "Magi- 
cienne" and  "Thetis"  it  is  impossible  to  speak  too  highly.  The 
captains  and  officers  in  these  ships  were  exceedingly  kind  and  con- 
siderate, and  helped  us  to  fully  realise  that  we  were  once  Tiioro 
under  the  protection  of  our  beloved  flag.  On  landing  at  D:ir])an 
at  2  p.m.,  we  found  a  transport  was  leaving  at  four  the  same  after- 
noon. We  saw  Captain  Togood,  who  kindly  arranged  for  a  pas- 
sage for  us,  provided  the  Commandant  gave  us  permission.  After 
explaining  my  position  to  the  Commandant  (Colonel  Morris),  he 
was  good  enough  to  give  me  a  note  to  the  transport  officer,  askmg 
him  to  provide  me  with  a  i)assage,  as  I  was  anxious  to  proceed  uO 
Cape  Town  as  early  as  possible.  I  left  Durban  at  5  p.m.  on  Sun- 
day, 15th  April,  and  landed  at  Cape  Town  on  Thursday,  the  19th, 
at  2  p.m. 

BRITISH   PRISONERS   OF   WAR  AT   THE   RACECOURSE 
AND  PRETORIA  GAOL. 

There  are  about  300  prisoners  on  the  Racecourse,  and  the  Pre- 
toria Gaol  is  filled ;  but  I  am  unable  to  give  the  numbers.  The  pri- 
soners at  the  Racecourse  consist  principally  of  convalescents  and 
political  prisoners.  Dr.  de  Sautas,  a  British  Surgeon,  is  in  charge 
of  the  hospital  there.  His  assistant  Dr.  Jackson  died  about  two 
months  ago. 

Colonial  men  who  have  been  in  the  Free  State  or  Transvaal  at 
any  time  are  not  sent  to  Waterval,  but  to  the  Pretoria  Gaol.  I 
heard  from  two  gentlemen  who  were  confined  there  for  some  time 
that  the  prisoners  of  war  are  required  to  conform  to  the  prison  regu- 
lations and  receive  prison  rations.  Permission  is,  however,  given 
to  them  to  purchase  supplies  of  food  in  Pretoria.  All  the  pur- 
chases are  made  by  the  Sergeant. 

(Sgd.)    W.  J.  DAVIDSON. 


128 
THE  BEITISH  PRISONERS. 

THEIR  TREATMENT  AT  PRETORIA. 

GENERAL  BULLER'S  PROTEST. 


LUCAS  MEYER'S  REPLY. 

[By  Telegraph.— From  Our  Special  Correspondent.] 
Received  and  published  May  1,  4  a.m. 

LADYSMITH,  April  30. — The  following  correspondence  passed 
from  the  General  Officer  Commanding,  Natal,  to  the  Commandant- 
General  of  the  S.A.R.  forces  on  the  21st  March: 

Sir,— Definite  information  has  reached  me  that  certain  pri 
soners  of  war  at  Pretoria  are  receiving  different  treatment  from  the 
rest,  and  are  lodged  in  the  common  gaol  as  convicts.  They  are  not 
allowed  any  privileges  such  as  the  rest  of  the  prisoners  enjoy.  I 
am  unwilling  to  believe  that  such  treatment  can  be  ordered  by 
authority,  especially  as  all  burghers  who  are  prisoners  of  war  with 
us  are  being  well  treated,  and  given  every  privilege  it  is  possible  to 
allow. 

I  have  the  honour  to  request  that  you  will  be  kind  enough  lo 
represent  this  matter  for  inquiry. 

The  following  reply  was  received  from  General  Lucas  Meyer, 
Acting  Commandant-General  of  the  burgher  forces  in  Natal: 

Hon.  Sir,^ — In  answer  to  Your  Honour's  commvinication  inquiring 
into  the  treatment  of  certain  prisoners  of  war,  I  have  the  honour  to 
inform  you,  after  proper  investigation,  that  it  appears  that  it  is  only 
prisoners  of  war  who  have  attempted  to  escape,  or  against  wdiom 
there  are  reasonable  grounds  for  thinking  that  they  will  endeavour 
to  escape,  that  have  been  confined  in  the  common  gaol.  These 
few  prisoners  are  only  placed  there  for  greater  security,  but  are  in 
no  way  treated  as  ordinary  misdemeanants,  and,  under  the  circum- 
stances, are  allowed  every  privilege  it  is  possible  to  extend  to  them. 

Now  that  Your  Honour  has  moved  in  the  matter,  I  wish  to  re- 
mark that  I  have  definite  information  that  certain  prisoners  of  war 
in  Pietermaritzburg  have  been  placed  in  the  common  gaol,  and  are, 
or  were,  confined  among  natives. 

No  answer  has  been  sent  as  yet  to  General  Meyer.  His  charges 
are  unfounded  and  absurd. 

The  reply  received  from  General  Lucas  Meyer  is  very  mis- 
leading and  untrue.  I  can  give  the  names  of  several  men  who  have 
not  attempted  to  escape  who  were  in  the  Pretoria  Gaol  when  I  left:' 

*  *  *  *  and  *  *  *  and  *  *  *  .  These  men 
were  captured  at       *      .  Besides  these  men,  two       *      ,  who  were 

*  *  at  the  tight  at  Modder  Spruit  and  other  Colonial  men  are 
confined  in  the  gaol.  The  prisoners  who  have  attempted  to  escape 
are  not  in  the  common  gaol  at  Pretoria,  but  in  cells  outside  the 
camp  at  Wat^rval.  They  were  taken  for  a  bath  and  15  minutes' 
walk  every  morning;  but  I  understand  that,  having  made  further 
efforts  to  escape,  they  were  not  allowed  to  exercise.  "  They  had  not 
been  out  of  the  cells  "for  seven  days  before  I  left.  They  receive  the 
same  rations  as  the  other  prisoners  of  war  at  Waterval." 

(Sgd.)      W.  J.  DAVIDSON. 
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LIST  OF  CASUALTIES  DURING  THE  SIEGE  OF  KURUMAN. 

Killed:  Private  Ward,  Cape  Police;  Klein  Stock,  Special  Police 
(Col.) ;  John,  Servant. 

Wounded:  Captain  Dennison,  Imperial  Intelligence  Depart- 
ment, head — slight;  Private  Street,  Cape  Police,  leg — severe;  Pri- 
vate Stephenson,  head— slight;  Private  Collins,  Cape  Police,  back 
— slight;  Private  Williams,  Special  Police,  head— dangerously ;  Pri- 
vate Macfarlane,  Special  Police,  leg — slight;  Private  Brown,  Special 
Police,  head — severe ;  Private  Macloone,  Special  Police,  arm  and 
neck — slight;  Private  ihomas,  arm — slight;  W.  H.  Perrott,  Post- 
master, foot— slight. 

Coloured :  Arend  Klein,  Special  Police,  neck — severe ;  John 
Makais,  Special  Police,  back  and  arm — severe;  Simon,  Special 
Police,  leg — severe;  Anthony,  Special  Police,  hand — slight;  Hen- 
drik,  servant,  back — slight;  Johnnie,  servant,  chest— dangerously ; 
Charlie,  servant,  arm — slight;  Isaac,  servant,  leg — severe. 


KIMBERLEY. 

Office  of  the  Resident  Magistrate, 

Kimberiey,  14th  July,  1900.    D  4/623/1900. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department, 
Cape  Town. 

DISTRICT  OF  KIMBERLEY,  STATE  OF,  DURING  OCCUPATION 

BY  THE  ENEMY. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  telegram 
No.  3,150  of  30th  ultimo,  and  to  report  as  follows:  — 

The  major  portion  of  the  Colonial  Dutch  joined  the  enemy  and 
took  part  in  the  war.  Few  of  them  refused  to  do  so,  although  in 
some  instances  they  would  appear  to  have  demurred  at  first  with 
the  object  of  obtaining  a  commandeer  notice,  which  they  could  pro- 
duce in  the  event  of  their  surrendering  or  being  taken  prisoner.  A 
few  Dutch  farmers  living  on  the  banks  of  the  Modder  River  left  the 
district. 

There  has  not  been,  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  one  case  of  an 
Englishman  being  forced  to  join. 

Loyals,  Ijoth  English  and  Dutch,  suffered  loss  in  stock,  in  some 
cases  heavily,  and  in  most  cases  they  were  confined  to  their  houses. 

Looting  was  very  general,  and  it  would  appear  that  the  rebels 
were  responsible  for  most  of  the  damage  done. 

The  majority  of  the  *  took  a  very  active  part  in  the 

direction  of  affairs,  and  in  at  least  *  instances  farmers  of 

the  district  acted  as  commandants  in  the  service  of  the  enemy. 

Taken  as  a  whole,  it  may  be  said  that  the  district  was  rebel 
throughout — those  who  did  not  actually  take  up  arms  against  the 
British  assisting  the  invaders  in  every  way  possible. 

I  might  also  mention  that  I  am  informed  that  during  a  period  of 
about  a  month  anterior  to  the  siege,  a  large  numl)er  of  applications 
were  received  from  the  rural  parts  of  the  district  for  permits  for  the 
purchase  of  ball-cartridges  of  various  patterns,  such  as  Martini - 
Henry,     Mannlicher,  and  Westley-Richards,  and,  in  a  few  cases, 
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Mauser  cartridges.  It  was  not  the  shooting  season,  and,  in  ex- 
planation, the  reason  assigned  was,  generally,  that  the  applicant  de- 
sirt>d  to  shoot  fish.  These  permits  were,  with  rare  exceptions,  of 
course,  refused.  I  am  also  informed  that  the  gunsmiths  had  many 
applicants  endeavouring  to  purchase  Mauser  cartridges  without  a 
permit,  a  point  noticeal)ie  to  them  from  the  fact  that  no  Mauser  ritles 
had  heen  sold  in  Kimberley  through  the  ordinary  trade  channels. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  W.  MUNGEAN, 


Acting  R.M. 


KENHARDT. 

Office  of  the  Eesident  Magistrate, 
Kenhardt,  1st  June,  1900.      No.  4/175,  D.  1900. 

OCCUPATION  OF  KENHARDT  AND  DISTRICT  BY  FORCES  OF 
HER  MAJESTY'S  ENEMIES  AND  REBELS. 

Sir,_With  reference  to  your  letter  No.  3/188,  dated  the  16th 
instant,  requesting  me  to  submit  a  report  on  the  circumstances  of 
the  occupation  of  Kenhardt  by  the  forces  of  Her  Majesty's  enemies 
or  by  rebels,  together  with  an  account  of  the  events  immediately 
preceding,  I  have  the  honour  accordingly  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port, liased  upon  information  which  I  have  collected  from  differeni; 
reliable  sources:  — 

1.— EVENTS  PRECEDING  OCCUPATION. 

I  cannot  speak  from  personal  knowledge  of  events  wdiich  took 
place  previous  to  the  occupation  of  Kenhardt,  as  I  only  assumed 
duty  at  this  station  on  the  1st  April,  the  day  Sir  Charles  Parsons  re- 
occupied  Kenhardt.  I  have,  however,  collected  the  best  obtainable 
information  concerning  the  occupation  and  the  events  relating 
thereto.  The  inhabitants  of  this  towm,  with  the  exceptions  of  a 
few  Germans  and  Englishmen,  are  of  Dutch  descent,  and  their  sym- 
pathies have  throughout  the  war  been  with  the  Republicans.  A 
few  months  before  hostilities  commenced  a  man  named  * 

*  *  ,  came  to  reside  in  Kenhardt.  He  is  reported  to 
have  taken  an  active  part  in  influencing  many  local  people  towards 
taking  up  the  cause  of  the  Republics,  and  which  ended  in  their  wil- 
lingly joining  the  rebellion.  *  ,  though  known  to  be  a  poor 
man,  is  said  to  have  spent  money  freely,  and  was  suspected  of  being 
an  agent  for  the  Orange  Free  State.  This  suspicion  is  in  a  measure 
confirmed  by  the  fact  that  he  was  the  only  man  in  Kenhardt  who 
went  out  in  a  cart  to  meet  Commandant  Jooste  and  his  followers  on 
the  morning  of  their  arrival,  and  after  the  town  and  district  was 
formally  proclaimed  to  "be  Free  State  territory,  *  was  the 
first  man  to  proceed  to  the  local  shops  to  commandeei;,  in  the  capa- 
city of  a  Field  Cornet  of  the  Orange  Free  State.  On  the  13th  January 

*  was  seen  in  possession  of  a  document  drawn  up  for  signa- 
tures,_  and  addressed  to  the  Commandant  of  the  Republican  forces, 
then  in  Griqualand  West,  purporting  to  contain  an  invitation  from 
the  most  influential  men  in  the  Kenhardt  district  to  the  Republican 
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forces  to  come  to  this  town  and  proclaim  it,  as  well  as  Prieska  and 
Upington,  Republican  territory.  *  was  heard  to  say  that  the 
document  would  be  presented  for  signature  at  a  meetin<];  of  farmers 
to  be  held  that  Saturday  night  (13th  January).  I  am  aware  that  a 
meeting  was  held  that  night,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any 
information  as  to  whether  such  a  document  was  read  at  the  meet- 
ing or  not.  On  that  day  (being  the  date  preceding  Nachtmaal),  a 
large  number  of  farmers  were  in  the  village,  and  applied  to  the 
Magistrate  for  ammunition,  which,  they  solemnly  declared,  was  to 
be  used  for  shooting  Springbok.  From  the  1st  to  the  13th  January, 
140  permits  for  the  purchase  of  ammunition  were  issued,  represent- 
ing 6,520  rounds  of  cartridges.  About  the  same  time  *  ,  then 
*  residing  at  *  ,  but  now  a  leading  rel)el,  signed  per- 
mits in  favour  of  a  number  of  people,  for  1,500  rounds  of  ammuni- 
tion. The  very  day  (the  13th  January)  these  cartridges  were  being 
issued  at  Kenhardt,  Prieska  was  occupied  by  the  rebels. 


2.— THE  OCCUPATION. 

About  eight  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  27th  February,  a  native 
*  *        brought  intelligence  to  the  effect  that  a  number  of 

armed  Boers  were  marching  on  Kenhardt.  The  same  night  the  Bas- 
tards (residents  of  Kenhardt)  convened  a  meeting  at  which  they  re- 
solved to  defend  the  town.  A  native  constable,  named  McDeel- 
ing,  led  out  22  armed  Bastards  the  same  night  to  a  sandhill  1-|-  miles 
east  of  Kenhardt,  and  commanding  the  main  road  froiu  Prieska  at 
that  point.  Here  they  remained  all  night  in  ambush.  The  next 
morning  at  daybreak  16  mounted  and  armed  men  were  seen  ap- 
proaching the  place  where  the  Bastards  were.  McDeeling  chal- 
lenged them  and  demanded  their  surrender.  The  enemy  rej^lied 
by  firing  several  shots  at  the  Bastards,  who  responded  with  a  volley, 
causing  the  enemy  to  retreat  in  disorder,  leaving  eight  hats  and  one 
(1)  wounded  horse  on  the  field.  The  same  morning  at  7  o'clock 
one  of  the  invading  force,  named  *  (formerly  a  *  *  ) 
approached  the  Bastards  wdth  a  white  flag.  He  was  allowed  to 
pass  to  Kenhardt,  where  he  handed  Mr.  Garstin,  the  Resident  Magis- 
trate, a  note  signed  by  Jacol)us  P.  Jooste,  Commandant,  requesting 
the  immediate  surrender  of  the  town,  and  threatening  to  bombard 
it  if  not  surrendered.  Mr.  Garstin  there vipon  returned  with  * 
to  the  enemy,  and  in  passing  the  Bastards,  informed  them  thai  they 
must  return  home,  as  he  had  surrendered  the  town.  The  mvading 
force  entered  Kenhardt  accompanied  by  Mr.  Garstin.  The  force 
consisted  of:  1,  J.  P.  Jooste,  Commandant;  2,  —  Jooste,  .secretary; 
3,  —  De  Kock,  clerk—  4,  *  ;  5,  *  ;  6,  *  ;  7,  *  ; 
8,  *  ;  9,  *  ;  10,  —  Herman,  Republican ;  11,  *  ;  12, 
—  Borrius,  Republican ;  13,  *  ;  14,  —  Olyn,  Republican ;  15, 
*  ;  16,  *  . 
The  Commandant  entered  the  Public  Offices  and  demanded  the 
Safe  keys  from  the  Civil  Commissioner  and  his  clerks,  who  sur- 
rendered them.  Mr.  Garstin  and  his  clerks  were  then  placed  under 
arrest  and  guarded.  The  Republican  flag  was  hoisted  in  front  of 
the  Residency,  the  Volkslied  or  National  Anthem  was  sung,  and  a 
proclamation  read  by  the  Commandant,  declaring,  in  the  name  of 
fT,^  p-,^„,vin-,f  of  ihr^  'Qv^-ncfr,  yrop  State.  Kenhardt  and  district  to  be 
Free  State  Territovv.  This  Vwis  done  in  the  prosoiic^  of  a  cro\\'d  of 
towuhpeople  who  liad  collected  in  ihe  meantime. 
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3.— ARRESTS  MADE. 

Shortly  after  the  invasion,  the  following  gentlemen  were  ar- 
rested:—!, F.  C.  Garstin,  C.C.  and  R.M. ;  2,  Chief  Constable  West;  3, 
C.  A.  Pentz,  Asst.  R:M. ;  4,  I.  J.  Roos,  R.M.  clerk;  5,  J.  Arnold, 
gaoler;  6,  G.  Belk,  Postmaster;  7,  W.  B.  Hunter,  engineer;  8,  G.  Jos- 
ling,  storekeeper;  9,  W.  Josling,  storekeeper;  10,  J.  Holmes,  clerk; 
11,  —  Newnham,  clerk.  Most  of  these,  including  Mr.  Garstin,  were 
first  imprisoned  in  the  Magistrate's  Bathroom,  and  subsequently 
removea  to  the  local  gaol  where  they  were  kept  until  the  5th  March, 
1900,  when  they,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Garstin  and  West,  were 
brought  before  Commandant  Jooste  and  charged  with  having  aided 
the  Bastards,  who  fired  on  the  invading  force.  All  were  acquitted 
and  discharged. 


4.— FIRST  MEETING— TOWN  GUARD  ELECTED. 

In  terms  of  a  notice  issued  by  Commandant  Jooste  a  public 
meeting  was  held  in  the  Court  Room  on  the  28th  February,  at  3 
p.m.  This  meeting  is  said  to  have  been  largely  attended  by  farmers 
and  town  people ;  Jooste  presided  and  addressed  the  meeting.  He 
opened  his  address  by  reminding  those  present  that  the  meeting  was 
only  for  burghers  of  the  Free  State,  and  requested  those  who  wished 
to  remain  subjects  of  the  Queen,  to  leave  the  room.  About  20  men 
rose  and  left.  The  chairman  called  them  back,  and  said  he  was 
misunderstood,  and  that  they  w^ere  not  compelled  to  leave.  Some  of 
the  number  returned.  He  then  said  he  wished  it  to  be  clearly  un- 
derstood that  they  were  not  rebels,  but  had  come  to  offer  protection 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Kenhardt,  the  English  having  withdrawn  their 
protection.  That  British  subjects  who  wished  to  leave  the  town 
must  do  so  within  8  days,  under  passport  from  him.  He  pointed 
out  that  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  town  guard,  and  selected  ten  (10) 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Kenhardt  for  duty  that  night.  Some  of  these 
protested,  but  were  threatened  and  compelled  to  take  up  arms  and 
go  on  guard  duty  . 


5.— SECOND  MEETING— ELECTION  OF  KRIJGSRAAD. 

On  the  2nd  March  another  meeting  was  held  in  the  Court  Room 
for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  Krijgsraad  (War  Committee).  This 
meeting,  like  the  first,  was  well  attended  by  the  Kenhardt  people 
and  farmers.      Jooste  and  *  *  presided  * 

They  occupied  the  Magistrate's  Bench.  The  following,  all  of  whom 
reside  in  Kenhardt  District  and  are  influential  men^  were  elected 
members  of  the  Krijgsraad,  and  acted  in  that  capacity,  viz.,  1,  *  ; 
2,  *  ;   3,  *  ;  4,  *  ;   5,  *  ;  *  was 

elected  at  the  same  time         *  * 


6.— COMMANDEERING. 

About  sixteen  (16)  men,  most  of  whom  were  residents  of  the 
district  of  Kenhardt,  were  appointed  by  Commandant  Jooste  to  the 
office  of  "Commandeer  Veld  Cornet.""  These  officers  went  from 
farm  to  farm  to  serve  a  notice,  called  a  "  Commandeer  Brief,"  signed 
by  them,  on  every  European  eligible  for  commando  service,  to  re- 
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port  himself  at  Kenliavdl,  fully  armed  and  ecfuippi'd,  on  the  I3th 

March,  1900.       The  followinfj;  "are  some  of  the  men  who  acted  as 

"Commandeer  Field  Cornets,"  viz.,  1,         *         -2,         *        -3,        * 

;  4,  *         ;  5,         *       *        ;  6,         *       *       ';  7,  *         ';  8,         * 

*         ;  9,  *         *  ;   10,  *         *  ;   11,  *        *  ;   12,  * 

*         ;  13,        *       *       •  14         *       *       •  15         *       * 
On  the  13th  March  al )out 200 1'nen  assembled  at'the  Public  Ollices, 
Kenhardt,  in  response  to  the  Commandeer  notices.      Most  of  them 
came  mounted  and  armed.       They  were  addressed  l)y  a  farmer 
named  *         ,  *        ,  who  came  from        *        s])ecially  for 

that  purpose.  Arms  and  ammunition  were  dislribuied  to  those 
who  had  none,  and  they  were  ordered  to  laager.  Al)out  120  of  them 
left  for  Prieska,  and  the  remainder  were  ordered  to  the  laagers 
at  Laat  Eiver  and  Rietfontein.  A  large  quantity  of  merchandise 
and  foodstuffs  were  removed  from  the  local  stores  "by  these  rebels. 


7.— GOVERNMENT  BUILDINGS  AND  OFFICES. 

The  Public  OtTices,  Residency,  and  Gaol  were  taken  ])ossession  of 
by  them.  From  the  Civil  Commissioner's  safe  in  the  Public  Offices 
Jooste  removed  the  sum  of  £224  6s.  7d.,  being  the  balance  of 
Government  money  in  the  chest  on  the  28th  February,  1900;  while 
from  the  gaol  a  large  quantity  of  stores  were  also  removed,  the 
gaoler  having  been  previously  arrested  and  a  rebel  gaoler  ap- 
pointed. The  Telegraph  OtSce  was  entered  on  the  morning  of  the 
28th  February,  and  the  wire  v/as  cut  by  them.  The  office  of  the 
Divisional  Covmcil  was  then  visited,  and  the  keys  of  the  safe  de- 
manded from  the  Secretary.  These  were  handed  over,  and  the 
balance  in  the  safe,  amounting  to  £4  4s.  lOd.,  was  carried  of¥l)y  Sec- 
retary Jooste. 


8.-EVENTS  SUBSEQUENT  TO  THE  OCCUPATION. 

About  the  14th  March  a  deputation  consisting  of  the  following 

*  men  from  Calvinia,  namely,         *  *  * 

*  *  *  arrived  at  *  ,  a  farm  in  the  * 
district  *  on  the  *  district.  They  were  met  there  by 
a  deputation  from  Kenhardt,  consisting  of  *  *  of  Ken- 
hardt, *  (meml)er  of  War  Committee)  and  *  (  * 
War  Committee).  A  secret  meeting  was  held  there,  it  was  said  at 
the  time,  in  the  interests  of  peace,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn 
what  transpired  at  that  meeting.  At  the  time  the  meeting  was 
held,  the  Imperial  troops  were  already  moving  from  South  towards 
Kenhardt,  and  this  fact,  I  take  it,  was  known  here  at  the  time,  be- 
cause a  few  days  later  *  ,  *  and  *  *  pro- 
ceeded to  the  laager  at  *  and  advised  the  rebels  to  lay  down 
arms  as  the  British  troops  were  coming,  and  they,  the  rebels,  were 
too  weak  to  fight  such  a  large  troop.      The  next  day  they  disbanded. 


9.— POISONING  OF  WELLS. 

It  was  found  necessary,  doubtless,  on  account  of  the  approach 
of  Her  Majesty's  troops,  to  l)reak  up  the  laager  at  *  on  the 
18th  March,  Avhich  laager  was  under  the  command  of         *        ,  of 

[A.  5—1900.]  S 
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the  South  African  Republic.      Before  leaving  the  laager  * 

committed  the  dastardly  crime  of  poisoning  the  wells.  He  ordered 
ton  ilO)  men  to  collect  a  large  quantity  of  dung,  and  had  it  thrown 
down  the  wells,  as  also  a  quantity  of  bush  of  a  very  noxious  nature, 
commonly  known  as  "Treutje  ( ?j-roer-my-niet."  I  saw  these  wells 
on  the  3ist  March,  and  found  them  so  offensive  that  I  concluded 
that  they  contained  some  dead  animals.  Had  it  not  rained,  as  it 
fortunately  did,  soon  after  the  perpetration  of  this  cowardly  and 
savage  act,  the  Imperial  troops  would  have  greatly  suffered  either 
from  want  of  water  or  from  drinking  the  poisoned  water. 


10.— REMOVAL  OF  MR.  GARSTIN  AND  OTHERS. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Mr.  F.  C.  Garstin,  Civil  Commis- 
sioner and  Resident  Magistrate  of  Kenhardt,  and  Mr.  West,  the 
Chief  Constable,  were  arrested  on  the  28th  February,  and  kept  pris- 
oners a  few  days  in  the  bath  room  at  the  Residency,  after  which 
they  were  both  "imprisoned  in  the  local  gaol..  McDeeling,  a  native 
constable,  was  also  arrested  and  lodged  in  gaol.  These  three  men 
were  removed  in  a  cart  under  escort  on  the  march  to  Prieska,  thence 
across  the  Orange  River  into  the  Hay  district,  en  route  to  Pretoria. 


11.— OTHER  REPORTS. 

I  have  called  upon  Inspector  Scale  of  the  Cape  Police,  and  Mr. 
Pentz,  Asst.  Resident  Magistrate  (avIio  was  in  Kenhardt  at  the  time 
of  its  occupation)  for  a  report.  These  will  be  found  enclosed  here- 
with. In  conclusion  I  would  express  my  regret  that  owing  to  pres- 
sure of  work  I  have  not  been  able  to  forward  you  this  report  at  an 
earlier  date. 


I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  P.  DREYER, 

Acting  C.C.  and  R.M. 


Office  of  the  Civil  Commissioner, 
Kenhardt,  6th  June,  1900.      No.  4/214.  D.  1900. 

OCCUPATION  OF  KENHARDT  AND  DISTRICT  BY  FORCES  OF 
HER  MAJESTY'S  ENEMIES  AND  REBELS. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department, 
Cape  Town. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  the  concluding  paragraph  of  my  letter 
No.  4/175  D.  1900  of  the  1st  instant,  I  have  the  honour  to  forward 
herewith  Mr.  Pentz's  report  on  the  above  subject. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  P.  DREYER, 

Acting  C.C.  and  R.M. 
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Kenhardt,  Juno  2n(l,  1900. 


Sir,— -With  reference  to  Law  Department's  letter  No.  3/188,  dated 
16th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honovir  to  report  as  follows:— 

No  events  of  any  importance  occurred  in  this  district  immedi- 
ately prior  to  its  occupation  by  the  enemy,  indicating  that  any  rising 
or  rebellion  would  take  place.  The  stoppage  of  (he  issue  of  am- 
munition may  have  caused  some  irritation,  but  nothing  serious  was 
anticipated  from  this  or  from  the  subsequent  destruction  of  the  arms 
and  ammunition  in  the  magazines. 

The  people  throughout  the  district  were,  as  far  as  I  am  aware, 
quiet  and  orderly,  and  nothing  calculated  to  excite  or  stir  up  their 
feelings  happened  to  my  knowledge,  but  almost  the  entire  popula- 
tion of  this  district  being  of  Dutch  or  German  descent,  and  the  fact 
that  they  have  many  relations  and  friends  in  the  Orange  Free  State 
and  the  South  African  Republics,  naturally  caused  them  to  sympa- 
thise strongly  with  those  States,  and  it  is,'  therefore,  not  surprising 
that  after  the  over-running  of  large  parts  of  this  Colony  and  Natal 
by  the  enemy,  the  joining  the  enemy  of  many  of  Her  Majesty's  sub- 
jects in  other  parts  of  this  Colony  and  Natal,  the  garrisoning  and 
withdrawing  of  troops  from  the  adjoining  district  of  Prieska  in  quick 
succession,  its  subsequent  easy  capture  by  the  enemy,  the  Britisli  re- 
verses, the  taking  of  this  village  by  the  enemy,  and  their  proclaim- 
ing this  district  as  Free  State  territory,  the  system  of  commandeer- 
ing practised  by  the  enemy,  and  ])erhaps  the  thought  that  the  Re- 
publican arms  may  prove  successful;  many  persons  in  this  district 
were  induced,  persuaded,  or  forced  to  join  the  ranks  of  the  enemy. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  what  has  occurred  in  this  district  would 
have  happened  in  any  other  district  having  a  similar  population, 
and  under  the  other  circumstances  above  detailed. 

I  also  think  that  an  error  was  committed  in  using  a  native  force 
in  the  attempt  made  to  resist  the  invasion  of  the  village  of  Kenhardt 
by  the  enemy.  The  attempt  proved  singularly  unsuccessful,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  that  considerable  capital  was  made  out  of  the 
event  by  the  enemy,  in  inducing  men  to  join  their  ranks. 

Kenhardt  being  situated  about  twelve  hours  on  horseback  from 
the  nearest  point  on  the  Orange  River,  it  was  not  generally  believed 
here,  even  after  Prieska  had  been  taken,  that  the  enemy  would 
march  upon  this  village,  without  first  making  an  attempt  to  take 
Upington,  which  place,  it  was  reported,  would  oiTer  resistance,  in 
case  of  an  invasion.  However,  on  the  night  of  the  twenty-seventh. 
February  last  it  was  reported  that  an  armed  force  of  sixteen  men 
were  advancing  on  Kenhardt,  and  that  this  force  was  last  seen  at  a 
place  called  Rooiputs,  about  30  miles  distant  from  this  village.  An 
armed  force  of  "  Bastards,"  under  the  command  of  Police  Constable 
A.  McDeeling,  was  despatched  to  resist  or  capture  the  invaders. 
This  force  took  up  a  position  a  short  distance  from  this  village 
among  some  sand-dunes,  close  to  the  road  leading  towards  Prieska. 
It  appears  from  information  I  received  from  several  of  the  "Bas- 
tards "  who  were  with  McDeeling,  that  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
28th  February,  when  it  was  still  dark,  three  of  the  enemy's  men  ap- 
proached along  the  road,  and  sat  down  within  nine  or  ten  paces 
from  where  the  Bastards  were  in  hiding,  that  shortly  afterwards  a 
few  more  of  the  enemy  arrived  on  horseback,  when  McDeeling 
called  upon  them  to  halt  and  lay  down  their  arms.  The  enemy 
then  fired  three  or  four  shots  at  the  Bastards,  who  in  return  fired  a 
volley  at  the  invaders,  which  caused  them  to  scatter  in  different 
directions,  leaving  behind  them  several  hats  and  a  wounded  horse, 
shot  in  the  foreleg  and  the  hip.      This  horse  I  afterwards  saw  at 
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KenharcK  in  mv  stable.  Early  the  same  morning  I  saw  a  man 
iK-arinsi  a  \vliite"lla.<2;  approaching  the  village,  along  the  Prieska  road. 
This  man  was  one  of  the  enemy's  troopers,  named  *        ,  who, 

somi-  years  previously,  had  been  a  clerk  to  one  of  the  storekeepers, 

*  "  .  De  Kock  "brought  a  note  from  J.  P.  Jooste,  Commandant 
of  the  invading  force,  to  Mr.  Garstin,  Magistrate  of  Kenhardt.  The 
note  was  to  the  elfect  that  unless  the  village  immediately  surren- 
dered, it  would  be  Iwmbarded  with  cannon.  It  was  well  known 
here  at  that  time  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  the  Orange  River  at 
Prieska  with  artillery,  and  as  the  supply  of  anmiunition  in  the  vil- 
lage was  very  limited— all  ammunition  and  guns  in  the  magazines 
having  l)een  previously  destroyed  by  order  of  the  Government — and 
taking-  into  consideration  the  exceedingly  bad  marksmanship  of  the 
natives  in  missing  the  foe  at  nine  or  ten  paces  distant,  Mr.  Garstin, 
I  think,  wisely  decided  to  disperse  the  natives  and  to  surrender  this 
l)lace.  Orders  were  accordingly  given  to  the  natives  to  disperse, 
and  Mr.  Garstin  went  with  *  to  interview  Jooste.  About  10 
a.m.  Mr.  Garstin  returned  together  with  the  whole  force  of  the 
enemy.  They  halted  in  front  of  the  i)ublic  offices,  which  were  im- 
mediately entered  l)y  Jooste,  who  demanded  the  keys  of  the  Govern- 
ment safes  and  buildings.  These  having  l^een  delivered  to  him, 
Mr.  Garstin,  Mr.  Roos,  R.M.  clerk,  Chief  ConstalJe  West,  and  I  were 
placed  under  arrest  by  Jooste,  and  we  were  marched  into  the  en- 
closure in  front  of  the  Residency.  Jooste  taking  up  a  position  in  front 
of  the  enclosure,  close  to  the  flag  staff,  addressed  such  of  the  people 
as  had  collected,  telling  them  that  he  had  come  to  Kenhardt  with  a 
properly  organised  force  of  l)urghers  of  the  Orange  Free  State  and 
South  African  Republics,  and  that  he  was  authorised  by  the  Presi- 
dents of  the  Republics  to  annex  the  district  of  Kenhardt. 

A  proclamation  was  then  read  declaring  the  town  and  district 
of  Kenhardt  Orange  Free  State  territory,  and  this  done,  the  Repub- 
lican flag  was  hoisted  in  front  of  the  Residency,  the  enemy  the 
while  singing  a  patriotic  or  national  song.  Jooste's  force  was  com- 
posed of  ])urghers  of  the  Republics  and  rebels. 

In  support  of  my  belief  that  capital  was  made  out  of  the  abor- 
tive attempt  by  the  Bastards  in  checking  the  advan:.;e  of  the  in- 
vaders, I  have  to  relate  that  while  I  was  a  prisoner,  I  heard  one 
of  the  enemy  who  had  been  under  the  fire  of  the  Bastards,  telling 
several  persons  that  the  miraculous  escajie  he  and  his  companions 
had  had  from  the  bullets  of  the  Bastards  was  due  to  Divine  protec- 
tion and  the  justness  of  their  cause;  that  he  was  present  at  the 
battle  of  Magersfontein,  where  a  similar  incident  occurred  ;  that 
such  escai)es,  as  a  fact,  had  alwavs  happened  in  all  the  Ijattles 
against  the  British  forces. 

I  was  kept  a  prisoner  until  the  following  day,  when,  together 
with  Roos,  I  was  brought  before  Jooste  in  the  Court  Room,  and 
charged  with  having  been  concerned  in  arming  the  Bastards  against 
the  invaders,  but  there  being  no  evidence  against  Roos  or  myself 
in  connection  with  the  matter,  we  were  discharged.  Mr.  Garstin, 
Chief  Constable  West,  Gaoler  Arnold,  a.nd  Postmaster  Bilk  were,  I 
believe,  charged  with  a  similar  offence;  Arnold  and  Bilk  were  dis- 
charged, but  Mr.  Garstin  and  West  were  detained  as  prisoners. 

On  my  release  I  noticed  that  many  farmers  had  come  into  the 
village,  and  on  the  next  day,  shortlv  "before  I  left  here,  I  was  in- 
formed that  a  meeting  had  been  held  in  the  Court  Room  with  the 
object  of  electing  a  "  Krijgs  "   or  "  War  "  Committee. 

Immediately  upon  the  entrv  of  the  enemy  into  Kenhardt, 
almost  the  entire  coloured  population  began  to  leave  the  place,  tak- 
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ing  with  them  such  live  stock  and  personal  effects  as  they  were  able 
to  get  away.  The  majority  of  these  people  wein  towards  Carnar- 
von, while  others  went  to  Namaqualand,  antl  a  few  to  Upinj>tt)n, 
whence  they  betook  themselves  to  German  West  Africa. 

I  left  Kenhardt  in  the  afternoon  of  the  2nd  March,  and  travelled 
towards  Carnarvon.  That  evening  I  heard  thai  McDeellng  and 
some  of  his  followers  had  been  overtaken  by  a  commando  of  the 
enemy  despatched  from  Kenhardt,  and  had  surrendered  at  a  place 
called  "Bastards  Puts,"  about  45  (miles?)  distant  from  the  village  of 
Kenhardt,  and  the  following  morning,  at  Ziefdood,  I  saw  McDeeling 
and  some  twenty  odd  natives  being  marched  by  the  enemy  in  the 
direction  of  Kenhardt. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  C.  A.  PENTZ, 
The  Acting  Resident  Magistrate,  A.R.M. 

Kenhardt, 


Office  of  Inspector,  Cape  Police, 
District  No.  2,  30th  May,  1900.     L.B.  2/175,  1900. 

The  A.R.M.,  Kenhardt. 

OCCUPATION  OF  KENHARDT  BY  THE  FORCES  OF  HER 
MAJESTY'S  ENEMIES. 

Sir,— With  reference  to  your  letter  No  5/226/1900,  of  the  28th 
instant,  on  the  above  subject:  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that 
I  left  the  Kenhardt  Division  in  October  last,  in  accordance  with  in- 
structions received  from  the  Attorney-General,  and  therefore  can 
give  little  information  as  to  what  occurred  immediately  preceding 
the  occupation.  I  visited  the  village  in  January  for  a  few  da^ys, 
and  on  the  12th  the  farmers  commenced  to  arrive  in  large  numbers 
for  the  purpose  of  attending  Nachtmaal.  On  the  morning  of  the 
13th  I  was  in  the  Magistrate's  Otifice,  and  noticed  that  permits  were 
being  granted  for  the  purchase  of  ammunition,  on  an  affidavit  being 
sworn  to  l^y  the  applicant  that  the  ammunition  was  required  for 
the  destruction  of  Springbuck.  As  the  ap})lications  seemed  numer- 
ous, and  noticing  that  permits  had  already  been  granted  for  some 
4,000  rounds,  I  spoke  to  the  Magistrate  about  it,  and  informed  him 
that  the  issue  of  permits  in  other  Divisions  was  not  allov'ed.  He 
replied  that  Government  allowed  the  purchase  of  50  rounds,  on  +he 
applicant  stating  that  tliey  were  required  for  the  destruction  of 
Springbuck,  and  further  added  that  the  number  of  applicants  was 
unusual.  After  consultation  with  me,  he  stopped  the  issue,  and  as 
he  held  an  authority  from  Government  for  the  removal  or  destruc- 
tion of  the  ammunition,  he  decided  to  start  destroying  same  that 
night.  Removing  it  was  then  out  of  the  question,  as  the  Boers  and 
rebels  had  that  day  occupied  the  village  of  Prieska.  Having 
brought      *  *       with  me,  I  placed  him  on  duty  that  night,  as 

he  was  unknown  to  the  inhabitants.  On  Sunday  morning  he  re- 
ported that  the  farmers  were  annoyed  at  the  sudden  stoppage  of 
issue  of  permits  for  ammunition,  and  that  they  declared  that  should 
the  Magistrate  decline  to  issue  permits  on  Monday,  they  would  retire 
and  come  in  later  on  in  a  body  and  seize  all  the  ammunition.  Mr. 
Garstin  was  informed  of  this. "    I  assisted  the  Magistrate  in  destroy- 
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ini?  the  ammunition  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  nights,  in  all  about 
82,000  rounds  were  destroyed.  The  stock  that  had  been  left  to 
the  (litTert'nt  st(n-e]\eepers  was  collected  on  Tuesday  morning  by 
tlie  Chief  Constable,  and  destroyed,  together  with  some  dynamite. 
During  my  visit  there  was  a  sale  of  stock,  etc.,  held  at  Rooiberg, 
wliich  l)ro"iight  a  numl)er  of  strangers  into  the  town,  and  from  what 
I  could  gatiier  from  conversation  with  many  of  them,  they  were  of 
opinion  that  the  district  and  the  village  in  particular  was  a  hotljed 
of  sedition. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Sgd)      J.  M.  W.  SEALE, 

Inspr.  Comdg.  E.  Division,  C.P. 


Office  of  the  Resident  Magistrate, 
Kenhardt,  3rd  July,  1900.      No.  4/257/1900  D. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department, 
Cape  Town. 

OCCUPATION    OF   THE   DISTRICT   OF   KENHARDT   BY   HER 
MAJESTY'S  ENEMIES  AND  BY  REBELS. 

Sir, — In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your  tele- 
gram No.  150  of  the  30th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honour  to  report  further, 
in  connection  with  my  report  dated  the  1st  ultimo,  on  the  subject  of 
the  recent  occupation  of  the  district  of  Kenhardt  by  the  Queen's 
enemies  and  by  rebels. 


1.— PERIOD  OF  OCCUPATION. 

The  town  of  Kenhardt  was  occupied  by  the  Queen's  enemies 
and  by  rebels  on  the  28th  day  of  Feliruary,  1900,  from  which  date  the 
rebellion  spread  rapidly  through  the  district,  mainly  due  to  the  ac 
tivity  shown  by  the  enemy  in  sending  their  commandeering  officers 
or  Field  Cornets  throughout  the  entire  district  and  stirring  up  all 
men  eligible  for  Commando  service  to  fight  for  the  Republican  flags. 
These  were  informed  that,  the  district  of  Kenhardt  having  been  pro- 
claimed Free  State  territory,  they  were  now  called  up  as  Free  State 
1)urghers,  and  must  report  themselves  to  the  Commandant  at  Ken 
hardt,  fully  mounted  and  armed,  on  the  13th  March,  1900.  On  that 
day  over  two  hundred  men  reported  themselves  in  terms  of  the 
commandeer  note  served  on  each  man,  and  most  of  these  were  sent 
to  the  laager  at  Prieska,  wdiere  they  remained  two  days,  and  w^ere 
then  ordered  to  return  to  Kenhardt  on  account  of  Her  Majesty's 
forces,  at  that  time,  advancing  on  Prieska.  On  their  return,  about 
the  22nd  March,  they  disbanded  and  many  laid  down  arms.  This 
district  may  therefore  be  taken  to  have  been  occupied  by  the  enemy 
and  reliefs  from  the  28th  February  to  the  22nd  March,  1900. 


2.— PROPORTION  OF  PEOPLE  WHO  JOINED  THE  ENEMV. 

During  the  period  of  twenty -two  days'  occupation  considerable 
activity  was  exercised  by  the  Queen's  enemies  in  raising  the  district 
and  spreading  rebellion,  as  the  following  figures  will  prove,  figures 
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arrived  at  by  a  careful  study  of  the  statements  made  l)y  Ihe  iiihai)i 
tants  of  this  district  to  the  Military  Autliorities  on  "the  occasioii 
of  their  calling  for  their  passes  from  time  to  time,  since  the  arrival 
in  this  town  of  Her  Majesty's  troops  on  the  ;>lst  March  last.  These 
figures  may  be  taken  as  information  ol)tained  direct  from  those  to 
whom  it  refers. 

(a)  Number  who  admitted  having  been  commandeered— 325. 

(b)  Number  who  admitted  having  taken  u})  arms — 248. 

(c)  Number  who  admitted  joining  rebels,  but  not  having  bi  en 

armed — 28. 

(d)  Number  who  refused  to  join  in  rebellion — 49. 

(e)  Number  who  left  the  district- — 34. 

(f)  Number  who  stated  that  they  have  not  l)een  comman- 

deered—238. 

The  proportion  of  men  who  state  that  they  had  not  been  coui- 
mandeered  would  appear  to  be  somewhat  large  considering  the  great 
activity  shown  by  the  enemy  in  commandeering.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  many  who  were  commandeered  hesitated,  when  ques- 
tioned by  the  Military  Authorities,  to  give  correct  information. 


3.— COMMANDEERING. 

In  addition  to  the  particulars  given  in  my  previous  report, 
under  this  heading,  in  which  reference  was  made  to  commandeering 
in  the  District,  I  am  now  in  a  position  to  state  that  during  the  oc- 
cupation of  Kenhardt  by  the  enemy  and  rebels,  the  following  stores 
and  hotel  w^ere  taken  possession  of  by  them,  viz.,  1,  J.  G.  Brussel, 
general  dealer,  of  Kenhardt ;  2,  J.  W.  Josling,  general  dealer,  of  Ken- 
hardt; 3,  M.  Adler  and  Co.,  general  dealers,  of  Kenhardt;  4,  S.  Jacob- 
sohn  and  Co.,  hotel  keeper,  of  Kenhardt;  5,  L.  Nussbaum  and  Co., 
general  dealers,  of  Grootdrink;  6,  L.  Nussbaum  and  Co.,  general 
dealers,  of  Kleinbegin. 

Since  the  arrival  of  Her  Majesty's  troops  in  Kenhardt,  the 
owners  of  these  establishments  have  taken  stock,  and  found  the  fol- 
lowing deficiencies  ,wdiich  they  attribute  to  losses  sustained  through 
the  occupation  of  the  district  by  the  enemy,  and  for  which  claims 
for  compensation  have  been  filed  with  me,  viz., 

£  s.  d. 

1.  J.  G.  Brussel  1,500  0  0 

2.  M.  Adler  and  Co 241  2  9 

3.  G.  Josling  and  Co 1,133  11  2 

4.  S.  Jacobsohn  and  Co 748  15  2 

5.  L.  Nussbaum  and  Co 1,200  0  0 

6.  Other  claims 1,307  0  7 

Total £6,130     9     8 

Resides  these  claims  I  am  aware  that  private  houses  have  been 
occupied  by  the  enemy,  and  private  property  removed  therefrom 
during  the  occupation.  I  find  it  difficult  to  distinguish  between 
"  commandeering,"  as  applied  by  the  enemy,  and  "  looting." 
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4.— RESTRAINTS. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  restraints  having  actually  been  imposed 
upon  tliost'  wlu)  refused  to  identify  themselves  with  the  invaders. 
After  the  proclanuition  was  reatl  proclaiming  Kenhardt  to  be  Orangt 
Free  State  Territory,  the  Commandant  explained  that  those  wlu) 
wished  (o  leave  the' district  would  be  allowed  to  do  so  under  pass- 
port within  (.8)  eight  days  from  the  date  of  occupation.  Al)0ut  34 
nu'U  left  the  district,  while  49  refused  to  join  the  rebellion.  I  have 
no  information  that  these  49  men  were  in  any  way  interfered  with 
or  punished  for  so  refusing.  I  take  it  that  they  were  not  interfered 
with  in  any  way.  Several  of  the  Colonial  Rebels  w'hose  cases  I  have 
investigated,  stated  (hat  they  refused  to  take  any  part  in  the  rebel- 
lion, and  told  Commandant  Jooste  this;  but  he  reminded  them  that 
if  they  refused  to  obey  orders  they  were  liable  to  heavy  fines,  and 
if  they  still  refused,  after  having  been  twice  fined,  to  obe^  his  orders, 
they  were  liable  to  be  shot. 

To  what  extent  these  staiements  are  correct  I  am  unable  to 
judge. 


5.— PART  TAKEN  BY  COLONIAL  REBELS. 

The  force  that  invaded  and  occupied  the  town  and  district  o? 
Kenhardt  consisted  of  only  sixteen  (16)  men,  seven  (7)  of  whom  are 
residents  from  the  Republics,  while  the  remaining  nine  (9)  are  local 
rebels,  i.e.,  seven  from  *  and  two  from  *  .  They  were 
under  command  of  one  Jacobus  P.  Jooste,  a  blacksmith  by  trade, 
and  well-known  among  farmers  in  the  North  Western  districts.  They 
took  possession  of  the  Public  Buildings  and  shops,  imprisoned  ail 
loyalists,  and  convened  meetings  for  the  purpose  of  electing  town 
guards  and  a  Krijgsraad  (War  Committee).  At  these  meetings, 
which  were  largely  attended  by  local  people,  no  opposition  was 
shown.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  in  evidence  that  the  most  influential 
men  in  the  district  attended,  and  allowed  themselves  to  be  elected 
members  of  the  Krijgsraad.         *         the  *  *  of  this 

town  *  at  the  meeting  when  the  Krijgsraad  were  elected, 

while  two  of  the         *         gf        *         and  one         *         were  elected 
members  of  the  Krijgsraad,  and  one  *  and  four  * 

were  subsequently  appointed  to  the  office,  and  discharged  the  duties 
of  "Commandeer  Field  Cornets."      At  the  same  meeting  *        , 

an        *  *         and  member  of         *  *       ,  was  elected 

*  ,  and  he  discharged  the  duties  of  *  even  to  the  ex- 
tent of        *  *        of        *         on  one  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects. 

I  take  it  that  these  influential  men  in  a  small  village,  having 
given  the  invaders  their  support  in  such  a  prominent  and  public 
manner,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  rank  and  file  followed. 

As  regards  aggressive  measures  taken  l)y  Colonial  rebels  against 
loyalists,  I  might  mention  the  farm         *        ,  belonging  to  a  loyal 

*  who  fled  to  Carnarvon  when  Kenhardt  was  occupied.  Dur- 
ing his  absence  his  farm  was  visited  by  some  of  the  Colonial  rebels, 
his  house  looted,  and  his  pumps  (two)  totally  destroyed  and  !he 
wells  poisoned.  In  this  town  several  houses  of  loyalists,  durin 
their  absence,  were  occupied  by  the  rebels  and  property  carried  oil 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  P.  DREYER, 

Acting  R.M. 


» 
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Worcester,  2Sili  July,  lUOU. 
The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Departiucnt, 
Cape  Town. 

EEPORT  RE  OCCUPATION  OF  THE  DISTRICT  OF  KENHARDT 

BY  THE  BOER  FORCES. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  Gov- 
ernment that  at  alwut  10  p.m.  on  the  27th  February  hist,  it  was 
reported  to  me  that  a  native  had  arrived  from  the  farm  Rooiputs, 
about  40  miles  from  Kenhardt,  en  route  to  Frieska,  with  the  news 
that  a  party  of  armed  Europeans,  about  20  in  number,  had  arrived 
tliere  with  a  wagon,  and  were  advancing  on  Kenhardt.  I  questioned 
this  native,  and  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  this  armed  party  were 
rebels  from  the  district  of  Hay,  who  were  known  to  have,  snortly  l)e- 
fore,  looted  stores  and  cattle  in  the  Prieska  division,  and  who  had 
also  during  the  month  of  January  occupied  the  village  of  Prieska  tor 
a  short  space  of  time.  Having,  in  obedience  to  instructions,  des- 
troyed all  arms  and  ammunition  stored  in  the  Division  with  the  ex 
ceptions  of  guns  and  ammunition  in  possession  of  private  indi- 
viduals, and  the  European  population  with  very  few  exceptions 
being  Boer  sympathisers,  I  was  not  in  a  position  to  offer  any  resist 
ance,  but  the  natives  in  the  village  who  were  possessed  of  a  few 
guns,  and  from  5  to  20  rounds  of  ammunition  per  man,  decided, 
without  reference  to  me,  to  oppose  this  force  in  protection  of  their 
property,  and  a  party  of  them,  about  28  in  number,  proceeded  lo 
bar  the  road,  about  a  mile  from  the  village.       These  natives  were 

*  *  *  *  whom  I  informed  that  I  had  no 
authority  to  oppose  armed  natives  to  the  Republican  troops,  luit  had. 
no  objection  to  their  opi)osing  rel)els.  I  lent  him  two  Snider  carbines 
and  some  ammunition  from  the  gaol  for  this  purpose,  and  warned 
him  to  be  very  careful  to  ascertain  their  identity  as  rebels  before 
firing  on  this  armed  force.  Next  morning,  about  six  o'clock,  it  was 
reported  to  me  that  shots  had  been  fired  about  two  hours  previously 
near  the  village,  in  the  direction  of  Rooiputs.  I  immediately  wen.i 
on  foot  to  ascertain  Avhat  had  occurred,  and  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  the  village  one  rifle  shot  A\'as  fired  at  me,  and  shortly  after  a 
man  on  horsei)ack,  carrying  a  white  flag,  came  to  me  with  a  note 
from  his  Commandant,  calling  on  me  to  surrender  the  village,  other- 
wise it  would  be  bombarded  later  with  cannon.  The  flag  bearer  was 
named  *  and  was  formerly  at  *  employed  as  a  clerk 
by  *  *  *  of  that  town.  The  Conimandant  ^\•as 
one          *        ,          *         .       I  believe  both  these  men  to  be  rebels. 

*  informed  me  that  his  commando  was  one  properly  organ 
ised,  belonging  to  the  Orange  Free  State.     I  told  him  I  had  no  force 
to  oppose  this  commando  and  no  arms,  and  that  the  native  opposi- 
tion had  been  made  under  the  impression  that  their  commando  was 
composed  of  rebel  raiders  from  the  Hay  division.      I  brought        ''^ 
to  the  village  in  order  to  gain  time,  and  it  being  the  last  of  the  month, 
I  caused  all  salaries  to  J)e  paid  out.      While  this  was  being  douf  I 
made  a  speech  to  the  inhal)itants,  exhorting  them  to  be  loyal,  and  I 
went  out  to  meet  the  Boer  leader  in  company  with         *        ,  in  order 
to  ol)tain  some  guarantee  for  the  safety  of  the  persons  and  projierty 
of  the  inhabitants.      About  a  mile  from  the  village  I  found         * 
and  his  armed  natives  guarding  the  road,  and  I  informed  him  tluvt 
a  further  defence  of  the  village  was  hopeless,  there  being  neither 
men,  arms,  or  ammunition  available.      I  told  him  to  disperse  his 

[A.  5—1900.]  T 
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men,  and  that  I  would  make  the  best  terms  possible  with  the  enemy. 
On  reaching  the  Boer  leader  I  was  accused  of  having  armed  the 
natives  to  fight  against  the  forces  of  the  Republics;  this  I  denied, 
and  then  accompanied  tlie  commando  to  Kenhardt,  anti,  under  pro- 
test, gave  up  the  keys  of  the  office  safes.  My  chief  clerk  informed 
me  that  less  than  £200  was  in  his  safe  on  handing  over  his  keys, 
and  this  was  all  the  money,  to  the  best  of  my  belief,  taken  by  the 
enemy.  The  district  was'  next  proclaimed  Free  State  territory,  a 
Republican  tlag  was  hoisted,  and  my  staff  and  self  Avere  made  pris- 
oners, but  *  *  ,  who  had  greeted  the  Commandant  as 
an  old  friend,  was  allowed  to  be  at  large,  on  parole,  I  presume.  Tiie 
following  day  the  Postmaster  and  a  few  loyal  residents  were  ar- 
rested, but  eventually  all  were  released,  with  the  exception  of  Mr. 
West,  Chief  Constable,  and  myself.  Many  of  the  natives  were  ar- 
rested, and  also  *  ,  and  we  were  confined  in  the  gaol  some 
nine  or  ten  days,  when  the  majority  of  the  natives  were  released  on 
being  indentured  to  rebel  farmers.  I  was  twice  taken  to  Court  and 
put  to  interrogation  by  *  ,  and  also  by  *  *  ,  a 
rebel  farmer  from         *        ,  Cape  Colony.          *         was  also  with 

*  as  *  *  .  I  was  charged  (1)  with  having  arms 
in  my  possession,  being  a  civilian,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  Free 
State,  (2)  with  arming  natives  to  fight  against  the  forces  of  the 
Republics,  and  (3)  with  assisting  natives  to  fight  the  said  forces. 
Later  I  was  charged  with  pitting  blacks  against  whites ;  all  these 
charges  I  denied,  and  was  promised  a  fair  trial  at  Bloemfontein, 
O.V.S.  Large  numbers  of  rebel  farmers  were  in  Court,  and  I  also 
noticed  the  presence  there  of  *  *  *  ,  he,  however, 
took  no  part  in  the  proceedings.  About  the  12t.h  inst.,  I  was  sent 
by  cart,  together  with  the  Chief  Constable  and  *  to  Prieska 
which  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Republicans;  en  route  w-e  over- 
took 150  mounted  Kenhardt  rebels  going  to  Prieska 
to  join  the  Boer  forces,  and  I  was  informed  that  a  similar  number  of 
rebels  had  gone  to  Gordonia  with  Jooste  as  Commandant.  At 
Prieska,  owing  to  a  scare  of  a  British  advance,  we  were  hurried 
across  the  Orange  River  into  the  Hay  Division,  where  we  w^re 
joined  by  more  prisoners,  viz.,          *        ,  a  young  shopkeeper  in 

*  ,  attached  as  a  scout  to  Colonel  Alderson's  column,  *  , 
a  trooper  in  the  Cape  Police  stationed  at  *  ,  and  four  privates 
01  the  City  of  London  Volunteers.  We  were  taken  by  w^agon  to  the 
laager  of  "General  Liebenberg,  who  had  a  force  of  some  400  men,  aiKl 
we  then  proceeded  to  Griquatown.  At  Griquatown  we  were  joined 
by  more  prisoners,  one  of  whom,  *  *  was  suffering 
from  a  severe  beating  inflicted  by  General  Liebenberg  personally, 
with  a  twisted  raw  hide  ox  reim.  This  man's  face  was  badly  cut 
open,  and  took  about  a  month  to  heal.  The  other  Griquatown 
prisoners  had  been  tied  fast  with  ropes  and  made  to  witness  this 
flogging.  I  trust  that  this  matter  will  be  further  inquired  into 
locally.  From  Griquatown  we  were  taken  Ijy  wagon  to  Klerksdor]), 
via  Border  Siding,  and  thence  to  Pretoria  by  train.      At  Pretoria 

*  were  taken  to  the  gaol,  and  1  have  been  unable  to 

trace  what  was  subsequently  done  with  them.  I  w^as  confined 
with  the  remainder  of  the  prisoners  at  the  Race  Course,  Pretoria, 
where  some  70  civilian  prisoners  were  also  confined,  being  housed  in 
open  cattle  sheds,  and  unprovided  with  beds  or  mattresses.  About 
a  week  l^efore  the  British  occupation  of  Pretoria,  we  were  removed 
to  the  Waterval  camp,  where  some  4,000  rank  and  file  of  the  mili- 
tary prisoners  were  confined,  and  were  released  on  the  6th  June  bv 
an  advance  guard  of  General  French's  column,  being  subjected  to  a 
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wanton  artillery  fire  on  the  part  of  the  Boers  for  some  two  hours, 
both  in  the  camp  and  whilst  escapinij  on  foot  to  entrain  for  Pretoria 
where  we  arrived  the  same  ni.^ht.  On  the  following  day  I  called  on 
the  Military  Secretary  and  requested  him  to  hi  form  the  Colonial 
Government  of  my  release  and  safety,  and  the  Military  Governor 
of  Pretoria  was  pleased  to  accept  niy  services  provisionally  for 
about  six  weeks  as  a  Maoiistrate  at  Pretoria.  I  left  Pretoria  "on  the 
14th  July,  and  reported  myself  at  the  Attorney-General's  office  on 
the  20th  July.  My  journey  from  Kenhardt  to  Pretoria  occupied 
nearly  a  month,  during  which  time  I  sent  several  messages  through 
natives  and  others  to  the  nearest  British  authorities  to  acquaint 
them  of  our  whereabouts.  During  the  whole  of  my  caj^tivity  no 
consideration  was  shown  to  me  due  to  my  ranlc,  and  all  my  repre- 
sentations were  treated  with  contempt  by  the  Boer  authorities.  At 
Kenhardt  my  residence  was  turned  into  a  barracks,  and  m\'  private 
property  was  stolen  indiscriminately.  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  all  the  European  police  in  the  district  joined  the  rebels,  as  also 
almost  the  whole  of  the  European  population.         *  *  >i 

were  acknowledged  Boer  sympathisers,  but  I  cannot  state  that  they 
committed  any  acts  for  which  I  would  have  felt  justified  in  report- 
ing them.  i,  however,  remonstrated  with  them  for  associating 
with  suspected  rebels  and  talkers  of  sedition.      My        *  * 

*  *  behaved  well  throughout,  both  taking  part  in  the 
defence  of  the  village.         *  *  #  *  * 

*  were  all  very  loyal,  and  gave  me  every  assistance  in  their 
power.  Trooper  *  of  the  Cape  Police,  stationed  *  is 
also  known  to  me  to  have  been  very  loyal  under  trying  circum- 
stances, acting  as  guide  to  a  Ijody  of  Australian  Horse  into  the  Hay 
district,  causing  the  capture  of  a  number  of  rebels  from  a  farm  house. 
He  was  taken  prisoner  while  despatch  riding  lietween  Prieska  :ind 
Britstown.  Owing  to  his  nationality  he  was  treated  with  excep- 
tional In-utality  by  "the  Boers,  he  and  "  *  *  before  men- 
tioned l^eing  kept  handcutTed  from  sundown  to  sunrise  during  the 
entire  journey  by  wagon  to  Klerksdorp.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  in  telegrams  sent  prior  to  my  captivity,  the  necessity  of  a 
strong  armedforce  to  protect  the  south  bank  of  the  Orange  River  in 
the  Prieska  and  Kenhardt  districts  was  urged  by  me,  so  as  to  check 
the  spread  of  rebellion  in  the  North  Western"  districts;  that  this 
course  was  not  adopted,  I  have  been  given  to  understand,  is  due  to 
the  counsels  of  *  ,  *  ,  who,  I  believe,  has  been  subse- 
quently arrested  as  a  rebel. 

I  shall  be  going  to  the  Kenhardt  district  in  about  seven  days' 
time,  where  I  shall  give  the  Acting  Magistrate  every  assistance  in 
my  power  regarding  rel^els,  and  am  also  prepared  to  give  further 
information  which  may  be  required  of  me. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  F.  GARSTIN, 
Magistrate,  Kenhardt. 
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MOLTENO. 

Office  of  tlie  Civil  Commissioner 
and  Resident  Magistrate, 
Molteno,  lOtli  July,  1900. 

The  Secretary,  Law  Department,  Cape  Town. 

STATE  OF  DISTRICT  WHILE  IN  OCCUPATION  OF  ENEMY, 

REPORTING. 

Sir,— With  reference  to  your  telegraphic  communication  of  the 
30th  ultimo,  calling  upon  me  for  a  Report  on  the  General  Statement 
of  my  District,  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain  it,  during  the  time  it  was  in 
actual  occupation  of  the  Queen's  enemies,  I  have  the  honour  to 
state  for  the  information  of  the  Government  that  when  the  Free 
Staters  occupied  and  proclaimed  Burghersdorp  as  Free  State  t'U^- 
ritory,  I  communicated  with  the  Government  wdth  a  view  of  creat- 
ing this  District  a  Fiscal  Division  at  once  by  proclamation  in  the 
"Government  Gazette."  The  Government  saw  the  force  of  luy 
argument,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  my  suggestion  received  imme- 
diate attention ;  and  I  was  then  enabled  to  explain  to  my  farmers 
that  the  Molteno  Division  had  no  connection  with  Burghersdorp  at 
all.  I  fully  explained  to  them  that  the  annexation  of  Burghersdorp 
was  of  no  effect,  and  that  even  from  the  enemy's  })oint  of  viev\'  tiu^y 
could  not  be  commandeered.  The  district  being  thus  cvit  ofT,  had 
the  efTect  that  no  commandeering  took  place,  for  it  got  abroad  that 
this  was  a  Division  by  itself,  and  in  issuing  the  instructions  of  the 
Government  to  the  farmers,  I  did  so  by  means  of  printed  slips,  and 
I  always  took  particular  care  that  I  signed  these  slips  as  Civil  Com- 
missioner and  Resident  Magistrate.  "Many  of  these  slips  I  intro- 
duced into  the  invaded  District  through  *  *  *  _  -^yho  resides 
close  to  *  *  .  As  far  as  I  know^  only  nine  farmers  from  my 
district  joined  and  left  with  the  enemy,  and  whose  names  I  have 
given  to  the  military  authorities,  and  none  of  these  are  men  of  any 
account,  except  a  man  named  *  *  ,  Vvdio  owns  some  ground 
and  stock,  and  who,  I  understand,  was  made  to  believe  by  the  bur- 
ghers that  his  farm  \vas  not  in  mine  but  in  the  Burghersdorp  Divi- 
sion, the  farm  being  just  on  the  border  of  the  Molteno  and  Burghers- 
dorp districts.  Except  in  the  case  of  *  *  ,  who  accompanied 
the  enemy,  I  do  not  know  of  any  restraint  imposed  upon  those  who 
refused  to  identify  themselves  with  the  invaders. 

Looting  in  some  places,  or  rather  instances,  have  taken  place, 
and  the  claims  for  compensation  are  now  being  filed.  I  do  nut 
laiow  of  any  cases  where  the  Colonial  Rebels  took  anv  speciallv  pro- 
minent part  in  the  direction  of  affairs,  as  far  as  this  "District  is  con- 
cerned, or  that  there  was  any  adoption  of  aggressive  measures 
against  loyalists. 

The  District  was  peculiarlv  situated,  for  the  enemy  occupied 
Stormberg  on  the  morning  of  "the  26th  November  last,  "and  since 
then  they  patrolled  within  three  miles  of  the  town,  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  3rd  January  they  passed  the  town  to  the  east,  and 
went  right  on  to  Loepers1)urg,  al)out  a  thousand  strong,  and  retired 
the  same  way  about  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  position  in 
which  I  was  placed  was  very  trying,  for  I  had  the  Imperial  troops, 
the  natives,  the  enemy,  and  local  farmers,  all  oceupving  different 
parts  of  the  district  and  being  thus  surrounded  by  difficulties  of  no 
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ordinary  character,  I  felt  at  times  that  my  responsilnlit}'  was  almost 
more  than  I  could  bear,  all  manner  of  false  reports  .2;eitin^'  a])oul. 
Since  the  month  of  August  last  year,  some  two  months  before  wai' 
was  declared,  I  put  a  stop  to  all' Wapenschaws  and  Rifle  Comi)eti- 
tions,  and  only  three  rifles  were  issued  from  (his  oflice,  all  of  which 
I  can  account  for,  though  numerous  api)lications  were  made.  1 
took  up  this  position  long  before  the  proclamation  was  issued  from 
the  Governor  prohibiting  the  sale  of  ammunition,  and  I  did  all  I 
could  to  save  my  district.  The  natives,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  look 
great  advantage  of  the  existing"  state  of  affairs,  102  of  them  being 
arrested  by  order  of  the  General  himself  for  stock-the't  and  lodged 
in  the  gaol  here;  48  of  whom  I  convicted,  and  the  others  I  acquitted. 
In  some  cases  the  stock  of  the  farmers  w^ere  taken  by  the  Native 
Cai>e  Police,  who  reported  that  such  belonged  to  the  enemy,  and  at 
times  great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  recovering  the  stock  so 
taken.  One  of  the  native  *  *  ,  named  *  *  ,  was  sen- 
tenced to  six  months'  imprisonment  for  the  theft  of  a  horse,  and  hns 
to  stand  his  trial  before  the  Judga  at  the  next  ensuing  Circuit,  also 
on  a  charge  of  theft  of  10  horses  and  6  mules,  and  with  another  case 
pending  against  him. 

Up  to  the  present  there  has  only  been  one  conviction  in  my  dis- 
trict for  High  Treason,  and  there  are  three  others  who  have  been 
committed  for  trial  t)y  the  military,  and  in  whose  cases  there  has 
been  no  decision  as  yet.  I  have  done  everything  in  my  power  to 
explain  to  the  farmers  of  the  district  what  the  conse  jaences  would 
be  if  they  identified  themselves  with  the  enemy,  and  I  could  assure 
Mr.  Innes  that  notwithstanding  all  the  trouble  I  have  taken,  and 
the  worry  I  have  had  at  such  a  trying  time,  I  have  had  my  share  of 
abuse  and  unjust  attacks. 

Two  men  named  *  *  and  *  *  were  brought  ujj  be- 
fore me  on  a  charge  of  High  Treason,  and  as  I  was  satisfied  as  to 
their  innocence,  I  discharged  them,  forwarding  at  the  same  time  a 
copy  of  the  proceedings  to  the  Law  Department,  as  well  as  to  the 
Solicitor-General,  who  approved  of  my  action.  *  *  broughi  a 
charge  against  the  two  *  *  for  perjury,  and  the  Solicitor-Gen- 
eral indicted  them  for  the  offence,  but  they  were  acquitted  by  the 
jury  at  the  Queen's  Town  Circuit  Court.  Two  men  named  *  * 
and  *  *  were  lodged  in  gaol  by  order  of  Major  Neylan,  wlio 
was  in  charge  of  the  Cape  Police  here,  and  after  a  few  days  Neylan 
called  upon  me,  and  I  reminded  him  of  these  men,  and  that  I  was 
ready  to  jjroceed  with  the  trial,  when  he  told  me  that  1  was  to  let 
them  go,  as  the  native  who  made  the  statement  that  these  two  men 
had  taken  up  arms  against  us  at  Stormberg,  had  disappeai'ed.  I 
then  sent  for  the  men,  and  after  taking  their  statement,  a  copy 
of  which  I  sent  to  the  Law  Department,  I  discharged  them,  and  tne 
Hon.  Attorney-General  entirely  approved  of  my  action  in  the  matter. 
A  *  was  also  brought  before  me,  and  after  enquiry  by  both 
military  authorities  and  myself,  he  was  allowed  to  go,  as  there  was 
absolutely  no  evidence  against  him.         *  *         were  charged 

with,  and  committed  for  trial  by  me  on  a  charge  of  *         ;  the 

Solicitor  General  indicting  in  the  case  which  was  removed  to 
Grahamstown  for  trial,  but  these  men  were  acquitted.  These  cases 
took  place  during  the  occupation  of  the  enemy  at  Stormberg,  and 
were  the  only  ones  I  had  to  deal  with.  The  enemy  occupied  Storm- 
berg from  November  the  26th  last  year,  until  the  4th  March  this 
year. 

I  had  all  ammunition  removed  fi'om  this  town,  and  took  every 
precaution,  such  as  having  all  moneys,  and  books  forwarded  to 
Queenstown. 
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I  may  state  that  when  I  took  it  upon  myself  to  stop  the  Wapen- 
schaw  and  Ritle  Competition,  the  farmers  called  a  meeting  to  criti- 
cise my  action,  but  for  [he  fact  that  I  had  influence  with  some  of  tlie 
leading  men,  the  idea  was  abandoned.  I  enclose  herewith  copy 
of  letter  dated  the  18th  August  last  year  I  addressed  Mr.  J.  van 
Straaten,  a  leading  farmei-  in  the  district,  re  the  Wapenschaw. 

From  what  I  have  already  stated,  Mr.  Innes  will  see  that  I  did 
all  T  could  to  save  my  district  from  rebellion,  and  I  can  only  say  that 
should  tlu're  be  any  one  man,  as  far  as  this  district  is  concerned,  who 
has  taken  up  arms  against  Her  Majesty's  Crown  and  Government, 
that  man  would  deserve  all  the  punishment  the  law  could  give  him, 
as  I  hold  that  there  was  no  compulsion,  and  the  consequences  fully 
explained  to  them. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  state  that  it  would  have  been  the  pride 
of  my  life  if  I  had  Ix^en  in  the  happy  position  of  being  able  to  pay 
that,"as  far  as  this  district  was  concerned,  everyone,  without  excep- 
tion, remained  loyal,  though  the  Government  has  the  assurance 
from  me  that  I  did  all  I  possibly  could  towards  that  end. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  J.  C.  P.  DU  TOIT, 

C.C.  and  R.M. 


Molteno,  18th  August,  1899. 


J.  van  Straaten,  Esq., 

Uitkijk,  Molteno. 


RE  WAPENSCHAW,  ETC. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  the  conversation  you  had  with  me  on 
the  above  subject,  I  have  the  honour  to  request  that  having  regard  to 
the  existing  state  of  affairs,  you  will  al)andon  all  idea  of  a  Wapen- 
schaw. Under  existing  circumstances,  what  you  propose  to  do 
is  likely  to  be  misconstrued,  and  I  am  to  ask  you  not  to  carry  oat 
your  intention  of  getting  guns  from  Port  Elizabeth  for  Wapenschaw 
purposes.  I  may  state  that  very  small  cause  may  have  serious 
consequences,  and  all  ought,  therefore,  to  refrain  froni  any  act  which 
is  likely  to  be  misrepresented  or  misinterpreted. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  J.  C.  P.  DU  TOIT, 

R.M. 


DISTRICT  OF  MOLTENO. 

GOVERNMENT  NOTICE. 

I  am  directed  to  assure  my  people  in  the  district  that  they  may 
safely  abide  by  the  Prime  Minister's  advice  as  to  action  they  should 
take  if  commandeered.  The  Attornev-General  has  it  on  the  high- 
est authority  that  President  Steyn  ( Hias)  was  not  sanctioned  an- 
nexation of  territory  or  compulsory  commandeering  of  burghers  of 
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Cape  Colony  for  service  against  the  Queen.  In  his  proclaniatlort 
they  are  promised  perfect  liberty  of  person  or  property,  so  long  as 
they  do  not  forfeit  the  same  by  hostile  acts  against  the  burghers  of 
the  Orange  Free  State. 

(Signed)  J.  C.  P.  DU  TOIT, 

C.C.  and  R.M.,  Molteno. 

Resident  Magistrate's  Ot!ice, 

Molteno,   22nd  November,  1899. 


Telegram  21/11/99.      Very  urgent. 

From  To 

Secretary,  Law  Department,  Resident  Magistrate, 

Cape  Town.  Molteno. 

3,530.  Twenty-first.  Have  reason  to  believe  some  steps  will 
be  taken  which  may  have  quieting  effect  in  your  district ;  very  lar^e 
number  of  troops  have  arrived  and  are  arriving  daily.  Five  trans- 
ports came  in  one  day  alone.  Fiscal  division  proclaimed  to-day. 
Assure  your  people  that  they  may  safely  abide  by  the  Prime  Min- 
ister's advice  as  to  action  they  should  take  if  commandeered.  Jus 
has  it  on  the  highest  authority  that  President  Steyn  has  not  sanc- 
tioned annexation  of  territory  or  compulsory  commandeering  of 
burghers  of  Cape  Colony  for  service  against  the  Queen.  In  his 
proclamation  they  are  promised  perfect  liberty  of  person  or  pro- 
perty so  long  as  they  do  not  forfeit  the  same  by  hostile  acts  against 
the  burgher  forces  of  the  Orange  Free  State. 


MAFEKING. 


No.  2/750.     D.  1900. 

REPORT    ON    THE    DISTRICT   OF   MAFEKING   DURING   THE 
PERIOD  THE  TOWN  OF  MAFEKING  WAS  BESIEGED. 

Sir, — In  compliance  with  your  telegram  of  the  30th  ultimo,  I 
have  the  honour  to  make  the  following  report  on  the  state  of  the  dis- 
trict, during  the  eight  months  ending  31st  May  last. 

The  Transvaal  forces  entered  the  district  on  the  12th  October, 
1899,  and  immediately  proceeded  to  cut  the  railway  and  telegraph 
lines  north  and  south  of  Mafeking.  The  town  being  isolated  and 
surrounded  by  hostile  Boers,  from  that  date,  until  relieved  on  the 
17th  of  May. 

The  European  farmers,  with  the  exception  of  those  in  the  i]n- 
mediate  vicinity  of  Mafeking,  remained  upon  their  farms  during  the 
period  the  district  was  occupied  by  the  enemy's  forces.  Those  who 
were  sufficiently  near  to  be  able  to  do  so,  came  into  Mafeking,  and 
assisted  in  the  defence  of  the  town  throughout  the  siege. 

The  farmers  were  divided  into  three  classes,  (a)  those  who  vol- 
untarily joined  the  enemy,  (b)  those  who  were  forced  to  join,  and  (c) 
those  who  resolutely  refused  to  have  anything  to  do  with  them. 
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Until  about  the  16th  of  December  classes  (b)  and  (c)  were  not 
disturbed  to  any  great  extent;  but  on  that  date  tlie  Transvaal  Gen- 
eral, Snynian,  brou<,dit  })ressure  to  bear,  and  by  means  of  threats  of 
violence  and  confiscation  of  property,  forced  the  weak-hearted  to 
join  his  party.  They  were  more  easily  persuaded  to  do  so  in  con- 
sequence of  the  numerous  Boer  successes,  rei)orted  at  that  time, 
and  the  absence  of  any  protection  from  their  own  Government. 

The  majority  of  the  Dutch  community  joined  the  invaders.  I 
am  not  aware  of  more  than  half  a  dozen  able  bodied  men  who  re- 
frained from  doing  so.  A  most  noticeable  case  of  Boer  loyalty  was 
that  of         *  *  *        ,  who,  notwithstanding  personal 

acts  of  violence,  threats  of  death,  confiscation  of  property,  and  his 
complete  isolation  from  his  own  Government,  firmly  and  persistently 
refused  to  join  the  rebels. 

Those  who  voluntarily  joined  the  Transvaal  forces  were  more 
rabid  and  violent  towards  the  loyals  than  the  Transvaal  Boer  him- 
self;  and  they  are,  I  regret  to  state,  responsible  for  many  harsh  and 
barbarous  acts  committed  against  both  Europeans  and  Natives;  and 
as  regards  the  latter,  in  some  instances  were  guilty  of  cruel  and  cold- 
blooded murders. 

The  farmers  of  British  descent,  with  the  exception  of  one 
or  two,  stood  firmly  by  their  own  Government,  and  although  forced 
to  take  the  oath  of  neutrality,  refused  to  join  any  warlike  movement 
or  perpetrate  any  acts  which  might  be  inimical  to  the  interests  of 
their  own  countrymen.  They  were  permitted  to  remain  upon  their 
farms,  and  were  not  allowed  to  move  from  one  place  to  another  with- 
out being  provided  v/ith  a  pass  from  the  nearest  Transvaal  ap- 
pointed Field  Cornet.  As  a  rule  the  property  of  those  who  remained 
quiet  upon  their  farms  was  not  interfered  with.  A  few  cattle  being 
commandeered,  for  which  receipts  were  given,  with  a  promise  to 
pay  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war.  These  persons  suffered  con- 
siderable privation  through  being  unable  to  obtain  supplies.  They 
were  often  frequently  subjected  to  threats  and  insolence  from  hos- 
tile patrols,  chiefly  composed  of  rebels  residing  in  the  district,  who 
thoroughly  enjoyed  the  pastime  of  humiliating  those  who  refused 
to  join  the  rebellion. 

This  state  of  affairs  existed  until  the  Relief  Column  passed 
through  the  district,  during  the  middle  of  May,  when  after  one  or 
two  skirmishes,  the  hostile  forces  disappeared  and  the  rebels  laid 
down  their  arms. 

During  the  occupation  of  the  district  by  the  enemy,  it  was 
governed  by  General  Snyman,  who  appointed  his  own  Field  Cor- 
nets, and  carried  on  affairs  similar  to  the  system  in  vogue  in  the 
Transvaal.  The  district  is  now  quiet.  The  majority  of  the  rebels 
have  been  arrested.  Each  individual  case  is  investigated  upon  lis 
merits.  Where  the  offence  is  of  a  serious  character,  the  accused 
remains  iu  custody  until  he  can  be  brought  to  trial  in  a  manner  here- 
after to  be  decided  upon.  Where  there  are  extenuating  circum- 
stances bail  is  allowed. 

One  or  two  farmers,  only,  have  left  the  district,  and  these  ;ire 
men  who  hold  no  fixed  property. 

I  have,  etc., 
(Signed)  CHAREES  G.  PI.  BELL, 

C.C.  and  R.M. 
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Resident  Magistrate's  Office, 
Prieska,  '2;h\]  May,  1900.  No.  D/5/240/1900. 
The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department, 
Cape  Town. 

REPORT  ON  OCCUPATION  OF  DISTRICT  BY  HOSTILE  FORCES. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  your  circular  let  lor  No.  0/I88  of  tlie  i4th 
instant,  I  have  the  honour  most  respectfully  to  slate  for  your  in- 
formation, as  follows:  — 

The  area  under  the  control  of  the  Resident  Magistral',',  Hay,  was 
in  a  very  disturbed  and  unsettled  state  about  the  commencement  of 
November,  1899,  and  European  and  Native  refugees  crossed  the  river 
into  this  division  with  their  stock  and  belongings,  evidently  for  the 
protection  of  their  persons  and  fear  of  their  stock  would  be  looted  by 
the  poor  whites  who  were  at  the  time  reported  to  be  roaming  about 
Griqualand  West  on  looting  and  thieving  expeditions.  No  danger 
was,  however,  apprehended  until  a  few  of  the  more  intelligent  and 
influential  farmers  in  that  division,  viz.,         *  *        ,         *        , 

and  a  few  others  persuaded  the  loafers  and  poor  whites  to  join  them 
in  stirring  up  a  rebellion  and  defying  the  Queen's  authority,  with  llie 
result  that  within  a  very  short  time  the  Free  Staters  were  invited  to 
come  to  Griquatown  and  annex  that  division  to  the  Free  State. 
Mounted  and  armed  patrols  were  shortly  afterwards  seen  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Orange  River  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  all 
loyal  subjects  to  cross  the  river  into  the  Prieska  division,  and  also 
to  watch  any  movements  of  British  troops  entering  Prieska,  and  I 
also  understand  these  irresponsible  people  had  also  authority  to 
compulsory  commandeer  farmers  and  others  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river  to  join  in  the  rebellion  and  take  up  arms  against  the  Queen's 
Government. 

This  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs  lasted  for  some  time,  and  the 
Military  Authorities  at  De  Aar  and  Orange  River  were,  in  the  mean- 
time, informed  of  this,  and  the  distress  and  misery  that  would 
occur  if  the  rebellion  was  allowed  to  spread  into  the  North  Western 
districts. 

On  the  2nd  Jenuary,  1900,  a  military  patrol  under  Col.  Alderson 
visited  Prieska  with  the  object,  as  stated  by  the  Commanding  Officer 
at  the  time,  to  show  themselves  to  the  rebels  and  retire,  but  unfoi- 
tunately  the  New  South  Wales  Mounted  Rifles,  forming  part  of  the 
patrol,  went  down  to  the  river  and  fired  on  the  rel)els,  Avoundmg 
a  few  and  capturing  a  quantity  of  loot.  The  Colonel  left  in  the  af- 
ternoon, but  the  New  South  Wales  Rifles,  together  with  some  Rim- 
ington  Guides,  in  all  about  150  men,  remained  here,  and  all  wore 
under  the  impression  that  it  was  a  permanent  garrison  for  the  pur- 
pose of  patrolling  the  river  and  prevent  rebels  crossing  same 
and  inciting  the  Prieska  farmers  to  join  in  the  rebellion. 

The  garrison,  however,  for  some  unaccountable  reason,  receivpd 
orders  the  following  Thursday  to  leave  Prieska,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  I  urged  to  the  Military  Authorities  at  De  Aar  and  Orange 
River  the  danger  in  leaving  Prieska  unprotected.  Not  the  slightest 
notice  was  taken  of  the  appeal  made  by  me,  and  all  the  troops  left 
on  the  12th  January,  1900,  taking  with  them  eight  rebel  prisoners 
and  some  loot. 

[A.  5—1900.]  V 
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Seven  hours  after  the  dei)arture  of  the  troops,  the  Hay  rebels, 
about  200  strong,  were  sighted  coming  along  the  road  on  the  north 
side  of  the  river,  and  at  noon  tliey  crossed,  the  river  being  very  low 
at  the  time  and  passable,  entered  the  village,  raced  through  the 
streets,  cut  all  the  telegraphic  wires,  and  demanded  the  keys  of  the 
office. 

The  keys  were  handed  mider  protest  by  me  to  one  *  ,  who 
stalled  lie  was  a  Field  Cornet  in  *  ,  and  that  he  was  coming 
to  annex  Prieska  to  the  Free  State. 

He  appeared  to  be  acting  under  no  authority  whatever,  and 
the  keys  were  returned  to  me  on  the  understanding  that  I  was  a 
prisoner  under  parole,  and  not  allowed  to  leave  the  village  or  carry 
on  the  duties  of  my  office. 

The  whole  force  then  proceeded  to  the  gaol  and  helped  them 
selves  to  buckets,  blankets,  spades,  and  other  articles,  and  hunted 
about  for  arms  and  ammunition  which  they  did  not  find. 

They  also  managed  to  get  into  the  Police  Camp  and  qtiarrors 
and  stole  money  belonging  to  the  policemen,  looted  and  destroyed 
eveiything  they  found,  and  eventuall}^  located  themselves  on  a 
kopfe  near  the  village  and  made  a  laager  on  the  side  of  the  kopje, 
and  captured        *  *  *        a  loj^al  British  subject,  and 

lodged  liim  in  gaol  for  the  reason  that  he  was  not  in  sympathy  with 
this  motley  crew.         *  *        a  leading  Griqualand  West  rebel 

already  mentioned  by  me  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  arrest,  and 
during  his  stay  in  the  village  was  actively  engaged  inciting  the  vil- 
lage people  to  join  the  rebellion;  he  was,  however,  not  successful,  as 
the  behaviour  *  in  the  village  far  surpassed  all  my  expecta- 
tions, and  what  occurred  a  month  afterwards  is  even  now  to  me  un- 
accountable. 

On  Simday  following  the  river  came  down,  and  fearing  their 
retreat  would  "be  cut  oif  and  the  probable  arrival  of  the  troops,  the 
whole  force  recrossed  the  river  on  the  follovving  Tuesday  and  patroll- 
ed on  the  other  side  for  a  few  days  when  the  majority  went  to  Krans- 
fontein  and  left  a  patrol  to  guard  the  river. 

As  to  the  state  of  the  village-  and  district  from  the  17th  to  the 
22n(l  January,  1900,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  my  wire  No.  47  of  the  22nd 
January,  1900.  On  the  26tli  January,  1900,  about  700  troops  under 
Col.  Alderson,  including  Australians,  Mounted  Infantry,  Eoberts's 
Horse,  and  Battery  of  Artilleiy,  visited  Prieska,  but  for  some  un- 
accountable reason,  left  again  on  the  29th  January,  1900.  I  beg 
to  refer  you  to  my  wires  Nos.  61,  29th  January,  1900;  79,  5th  Febru- 
ary, 1900;  and  91,'  12th  February,  1900,  on  the  state  of  the  village  and 
district. 

No.  91  wire  was  the  last  I  was  able  to  send  before  the  Boer  oc- 
cupation of  Prieska  on  the  16th  February,  1900.  On  the  morning 
of  the  16th  February,  1900,  at  4.30  I  was  roused  by  someone  batter- 
ing at  my  front  door,  and  not  having  the  slightest  suspicion  of  a 
second  invasion,  I  opened  the  door  and  found  five  armed  men  de- 
manding the  keys  of  the  whole  of  Prieska.  They  told  me  shortly 
afterwards  that  I  was  a  prisoner,  demanded  the  keys  of  my  office, 
and  would  not  allow  me  to  dress  myself  properly,  and  stated  that 
they  were  now  in  earnest,  and  their  object,  as  I  would  see  very  soon, 
that  they  have  now  come  to  annex  Prieska  as  Free  State  territory. 

During  all  this  time  Mr.  Gordon  and  myself  were  kept  prisoners 
and  not  allowed  to  leave  my  house  until  after  the  annexation  farce, 
which  took  place  about  nine  o'clock,  when  the  whole  commando, 
numbering  about  120,  dismounted  in  front  of  the  Court  House  and 
sang  the  Transvaal  Volkslied,  and  Advocate  Cleaver,  a  Transvaaler, 
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read  some  Dutch  proclamation  which  I  did  not  pay  much  attention 
to,  but  I  was  informed  received  President  Steyn's  sanction,  declar- 
ing the  district  of  Prieska  incorporated  with  the  Free  State.  Another 
verse  of  the  Volkslied  was  sung,  and  those  heroes,  who  came  to  dis- 
turb a  defenceless  village,  gave  three  cheers  for  Presidents  Steyn  and 
Kruger. 

All  this  time  the  official  stafT  as  well  as  the  Police  were  carefully 
guarded  by  armed  men,  and  were  afterwards  allowed  a  few  minutes 
to  have  breakfast.  On  the  return  of  Mr.  Gordon  an  1  myself  to  the 
office,  ^ve  found  the  same  in  the  possession  of  one  *         and  a 

number  of  armed  rebels.  The  former  I  have  since  found  out  to  be 
a  notorious  scoundrel  and  rebel  hailing  from  the  *  division. 
He  stole  all  the  official  cash  in  the  office,  amounting  to  over  £70,  and 
refused  to  give  a  receipt  for  same,  and  also  afterwards,  with  the 
assistance  of  Advocate  Cleaver  and  a  Hollander  clerk,  rol)bed  the 
Post  Office  of  all  the  official  cash  (£20),  stamps,  and  everything  they 
found  of  any  value. 

They  also  notified  that  all  loyals  would  be  allowed  eight  days 
.to  leave  the  district,  otherwise  they  would  be  commandeered  for 
active  service  under  the  rebel  government,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
only  some  resident  in  the  village  were  given  the  required  notice,  and 
the  country  people  were  pounced  upon  almost  immediately,  and  had 
either  to  leave  their  farms,  or  be  compulsory  com.mandeered  to  take 
U-P  arms,  or,  as  alternative,  they  were  commandeered  to  give  horses, 
sheep,  and  other  articles. 

I  noticed  myself  before  leaving  Prieska  on  Saturday,  the  18th 
February,  1900,  that  55  guns  were  seized,  also  a  quantity  of  ammuni- 
tion from  the  village  people,  and  a  buck  wagon  loaded  with  am- 
munition and  120  Mauser  rifles  drew  up  in  front  of  the  Court  House, 
the  arms  being  intended  for  distril)ution  amongst  farmers  and  vil- 
lagers  who  w^ere  willing  to  be  persuaded  to  take  an  active  part  in 
the  rebellion.  The  same  afternoon  all  the  stores  were  looted,  and 
all  available  foodstuffs  were  seized,  also  from  a  buck  wagon,  and 
loads  of  general  merchandise  which  arrived  at  De  Aar  for  the  store- 
keepers, all  these  stores  were  carefully  packed  and  guarded  by 
armed  men  at  the  back  of  the  public  offices. 

Patrols  were  sent  out  immediately  to  commandeer  farmers,  with 
instructions  to  disarm  those  who  w^re  not  willing  to  join  in  the  re- 
bellion. 

The  inhabitants  in  the  village  at  the  time  behaved  extremeiy 
well,  and  few  consented  to  be  commandeered. 

I  left  Prieska  on  Saturday,  17th  February,  1900,  for  Cape  Town, 
and  only  heard  after  the  re-occu]Xition  of  Prieska  by  the  British 
troops  on  the  19th  March,  1900,  what  actually  took  place  there  dur- 
ing the  Boer  occupation. 

On  Monday,  the  19th  February,  1900,  it  would  appear  a  mass 
meeting  was  held  of  all  farmers  and  village  people,  and  was  con- 
vened by  *  ,  who  was  the  leading  spirit  in  the  rebellion,  call- 
ing on  all  the  inhabitants  of  Dutch  extraction  to  join  the  rebellion, 
ami  impressing  on  those  simple  minded  and  ignorant  people  the 
benefits  they  would  derive  under  the  Free  State  flag,  and  the  unjiist 
and  unfair  (?  treatment)  they  received  and  were  receivr^g  under  the 
British  flag. 

Advocate  Cleaver,  an  educated  man,  cordially  endorsed  every- 
thing stated  by  this  man,  *  and  appeared  to  have  had  a 
special  retaining  fee  from  the  Free  State  Government  in  pointing 
out  all  the  vices  of  the  British  Government,  and  all  the  blessings  and 
advantages  under  the  Free  State  Government.  After  some  more  dis- 
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cussion  *  ,  who  has  since  absconded  from  the  village  as  a 
k-aclinii;  rebel  and  notorious  character,  was  appointed  *  this 
nicetinu,  and  on  the  proposal  of  *        ,  seconded  by  * 

That  the  inhabitants  of  Prieska  remain  loyal  to  the  flag  of  Her  Most 
Gracious  ^Majesty  our  Beloved  Queen,  about  twenty  voted  in  favour 
of  the  resolution,  including        *  *  *  *  * 

,  who  I  have  in  my  previous  communications  brought  to  your 
notice  as  having  rendered  very  good  services  in  the  cause  of  peace 
and  good  order. 

The  majority  of  those  present,  however,  threw  in  their  lot  with 
the  rebel  Commandant  Steenekamp,  to  join  the  enemy  against  the 
Queen's  Government,  and  the  meeting  was  adjourned  until  eight 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  the  rebels  assembled  in  the  Court  Room 
and  elected  the  following  persons  as      *  *  *       to  wage  war 

against  the  Queen's  Government. 

1,  *  *  .9  *  .Q  *  .4.  * 

5,         *        ;  6,         *         who  was  appointed         *  *         and 

*  *        of  the  rebels.      The  first  five  men  are  all  lodged  in 

gaol  on  a  charge  of  High  Treason,  and  *  has  absconded  as' 
before  stated.  A  good  many  other  prominent  residents  are  sharing 
the  same  fate,  although  they  have  not  taken  such  an  active  part  in 
the  rebellion.  On  my  resumption  of  duty  here  I  found  all  my  per- 
sonal lielongings  as  well  as  furniture  looted  and  destro)  ed. 

The  Imperial  troops  have  been  in  occupation  of  Prieska  for  two 
months,  and  if  a  small  garrison  had  only  been  left  here  as  recom- 
mended Ijy  me  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  and  the  Military 
Authorities  on  several  occasions,  the  rebellion  in  the  North  Western 
districts  would  not  have  taken  place. 

In  conclusion  I  need  hardly  again  urge  my  transfer  from  this 
station  to  another  part  of  the  Colony  as  soon  as  ])ossible,  for  reasons 
pointed  out  in  my  letter  to  you.  No.  868/99,  11th  May,  1900. 

I  beg  further  to  point  out  that  I  consider  it  desirable  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  public  service  and  the  district,  that  an  entire  new  staff 
should  assume  duty  here  in  the  immediate  future  for  more  reasons 
than  one,  and  I  trust  that  the  Government  will  take  my  recom- 
mendation into  serious  consideration  as  the  only  way  I  can  see  of 
getting  over  the  present  difficulty,  and  getting  liew  officials  to  deal 
with  the  inhabitants  for  the  good  of  the  district. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  T.  H.  EOUX,  C.C. 


Telegram  dated  22/1/1900. 

From  To 

Resident  Magistrate,  Secretary,  Law  Department, 

Prieska.  Cape  Town. 

After  the  rebels  left  the  village  is  very  quiet.  We  had  Nacht- 
maal  here  from  Friday  to  Sunday,  but  comparatively  few-  came  in 
from  the  country,  the  farmers  are  frightened  about  the  compulsory 
comrnandeering.  A  meeting  was  held  here  on  Saturday  afternoon, 
and  it  was  resolved  not  to  allow  themselves  to  be  commandeered, 
that  IS  to  say,  village  people  and  farmers  are  to  remain  loyal  to  the 
British  Government.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  see  the  rebels 
or  enemy  in  the  event  of  their  again  re-crossing  the  river.        The 
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Cape  Police  are  all  in  a  (lisor2;anisod  state.  Inspector  Scale,  who  T 
reported  went  to  consult  the  natives  at  Schalkputs,  afterwards  pro- 
ceeded to  Kenhardt,  and  when  he  heard  there,  150  miles  from 
Prieska,  that  the  rebels  were  in  the  latter  place,  retreated  for  some 
unaccountable  reason  to  Carnarvon.  The  three  Draghoender  con- 
stables also  bolted  to  Carnarvon.  *  of  Prieska,  is  at  De  Aar. 
This  man  was  not  to  be  blamed,  the  rebels  wanted  him  very  much. 
R.M.,  Britstown,  informs  me  that  he  was  on  his  way  back  to  Brits- 
town.  I  instructed  him  to  keep  him  there  for  the  present  until 
matters  are  little  more  settled.  Hartwig  and  Francis,  the  Cape 
Police,  and  the  latter  Special  Constable,  were  last  heard  of  at  Ken- 
hardt. My  town  constables  behaved  remarkably  well,  and  so  did 
Private  Lennon  of  the  Cape  Police.  The  natives  at  Schnlkputs  have 
all  left  and  trekked  towards  Carnarvon.  It  is  rumoured  that  there 
are  some  rebel  Boers  at  Nanga  and  Koegas.  I  believe  that  some  of 
the  Boers  who  w^ere  here  have  a  laager  at  Kransfontein,  aboyt  two 
hours  on  the  other  side  of  the  river. 


Telegram  dated  29/1/1900. 

From  To 

Resident  Magistrate,  Secretary,  Law  Department, 

Prieska.  Cape  Towm. 

Village  and  district  quiet.  Inspector  Scale  and  Cape  Police 
have  all  returned,  with  the  exception  of  *  ,  for  reasons  already 
stated  by  me.  A1)out  700  troops,  including  Australians,  Mounted 
Infantry,  Roberts's  Horse,  and  Battery  of  Artillery,  here  since  Fri- 
day. They  have,  however,  all  disappeared  this  morning.  As  I 
have  already  reported  in  my  wire  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor 
on  the  17th  instant,  that  the  stationing  of  troops  for  a  few  days, 
or  even  weeks,  will  not  be  attended  with  any  beneficial  results,  and 
unless  a  small  garrison  be  permanently  stationed  here  to  prevent  the 
rebellion  spreading  into  the  North  Western  districts,  the  temporary 
sending  of  troops  for  a  few  hours  in  my  opinion  does  more  harm 
than  good,  and  only  giving  the  rebels  on  the  northern  side  of  the 
river  an  opportunity  of  crossing  and  annoying  the  inhabitants  of 
Prieska  and  district  by  looting  and  commandeering  fiesh  recruits. 


Telegram  dated  5/2/1900. 

From  To 

Resident  Magistrate,  Secretary,  Law  Department, 

Prieska.  Cape  Town. 

A  number  of  rebels  seen  on  the  northern  side  of  the  river,  but 
fortunately  they  were  not  able  to  cross  on  account  of  the  river  l)eing 
quite  full  at  present.  A  number  of  native  refugees  have  been  squat- 
ting about  the  village  and  location  for  some  days,  some  in  a  desti- 
tute state,  and  others  with  stock.  All  able-bodied  men  I  am  send- 
ing olT  to  De  Aar,  where  tney  can  obtain  employment  from  the  Mili- 
tary Authorities  at  £3  per  month  and  food.  the  others,  who  have 
large  families  and  stock,  I  am  trying  to  get  out  to  Schalkputs,  where 
the  Government  have  hired  grazing  ground,  and  where  they  will  be 
properly  looked  after  by  a  caretaker.      Some  three  or  four  natives 
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swam  across  the  river  within  the  hist  few  days,  and  brought  with 
them  15  horses  which  they  looted  from  the  rebels  at  Kransfontein, 
on  the  northern  side  of  the"  Orange  River.  Inspector  Seale  has  been 
instructed  ])y  the  Military  Authorities  to  send  the  horses  on  Lo  De 
Aar.  wliich  has  l^een  done.  I  do  not  approve  myself  of  this  looting, 
and  have  ^uiven  instructions  not  to  encourage  the  natives  to  do 
this  in  the  future. 


Telegram  dated  12/2/1900. 

From  To 

Resident  Magistrate,  Secretary,  Law  Department, 

Prieska.  Cape  Town. 

91.  Village  and  district  quiet.  Rebels  are  still  patrolling  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river,  but  river,  as  before  stated,  is  still  full  and 
impassable.  When  172  natives  passed  through  the  town  on  Satur- 
day on  their  way  to  De  Aar,  rebels  were  under  the  impression  that 
troops  had  arrived,  and  immediately  galloped  to  their  laager  at 
Kransfontein,  to  inform  their  comrades.  A  solitary  spy  was  sub- 
sequently seen  on  the  mountain  w^atching  the  movements  of  the 
natives. '  Natives  have  left  here  for  Schalkputs.  A  good  many  of 
the  adult  males  are  proceeding  to  De  Aar,  having  obtained  employ- 
ment from  the  Military  Authorities. 


Resident  Magistrate's  Office, 
Prieska,  7th  July,  1900.      D.  5/411/1900. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department, 
Cape  Town. 

REPORT  ON  GENERAL  STATE  OF  THE  PRIESKA  DISTRICT 
DURING  THE  VIRTUAL  OCCUPATION  BY  HOSTILE 
FORCES  FROM  16th  FEBRUARY  TO  19th  MARCH,  1900, 
FORWARDING. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  the  instructions  contained  in  your  tele- 
gram of  the  30th  June,  1900,  and  in  continuation  of  mv  communica- 
tion to  you  on  the  23rd  May,  1900,  No.  D.  -5/240/1900, 1  have  the  hon- 
our most  respectfully  to  enclose  a  further  report  in  obedience  to  the 
expressed  wish  of  the  Honourable  the  Attorney-General,  and  in 
terms  of  your  telegram  above  mentioned. 

(1.)  All  the  English  inhabitants,  the  majority  of  natives,  as  well 
as  some  farmers  and  loyal  Dutch,  left  the  village  and  district  for 
CarnaiNTon,  Britstown,  Victoria  West,  and  Hope  Town,  who  refused 
to  join  the  enemy,  and  during  their  absence  their  stock  and  belong- 
ings were  looted  and  destroyed  by  their  oAvn  people.  A  few  loyal 
inhabitants  remained  in  the  village — (including  *  * 

and         *  *  #  *        — ^j-^(-|  gQn^g  poor  whites  who 

were  too  old  to  be  commandeered,  or  who  were  compelled  to  remain 
and  detached  for  special  duty  as  Town  Guards  by  the  rebel  leaders, 
and  their  wives  and  families  were  rationed  by  them  at  the  expense 
of  the  storekeepers.  In  comparing  the  last  Census  taken  in  1891 
I  find  that  the  white  population  in  this  district  was  returned  at 
1,080  persons,  and  I  now  approximately  estimate  the  wdiite  popula- 
tion at  1,300,  including  adults  and  minors  (males). 
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I  find  that  about  350  per.sons  tuok  up  arms  in  the  late  rebellion, 
and  about  420  refused  to  join  or  left  the  district. 

The  balance,  I  take,  were  loo  young  or  inex[)erie!K'e(l  to  join 
in  the  rebellion. 

Out  of  the  350  persons  mentioned  by  me,  1  find  about  25  infiuen- 
tial  [jcrsons  took  office  under  the  rebel  Government,  *  of  tlie 
number  as  a         *        ,  and  the  rest  as         *  *        .      Against 

all  those  persons  preliminary  investigations  have  been  held  by  me 
on  behalf  of  the  Military  Authorities  for  High  I'reason,  and  they 
are  all  at  present,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  lodged  in  the 
Prieska  and  Hopetown  gaols. 

Commandeering  practically  Look  place  throughout  the  whole 
division,  every  homestead  being  visited  by  the  Commandeering 
Field  Cornets  mentioned  by  me  in  order  to  obtain  either  recruits, 
horses,  sheep,  or  foodstuffs  from  each  individual  farmer  in  the 
district.  The  Commandeering  Field  Cornets,  I  need  hardly  men- 
tion, were  all  British  subjects  and  residents  in  this  district,  the 
majority  being  influential  farmers.  A  few  held  official  positions, 
such  as         *  *  *        ,  and  one,         *  *        ,  was 

in  addition  to  being  a        *  *  *  *         .^n^^  one  of 

the         *         inhabitants         *  *         in  this  village.  Many  re- 

straints were  imposed,  especially  upon  owners  of  farms  who  refused 
to  identify  themselves  with  the  invaders,  and  they  were  comman- 
deered to  pay  money,  sheep,  cattle,  or  horses  to  assist  the  rebel  cause 
in  this  district ;  others  again,  such  as  bywoners  or  sons  of  farmers, 
were  lodged  in  gaol,  and  their  stock  looted  by  the  Commandeering 
Field  Cornets  or  their  servants. 

Loyal  farmers  who  absolutely  refused  to  take  up  arms  against 
the  Queen's  Government  were  driven  into  Prieska,  part  of  the  way 
on  foot,  brought  before  the  Krygsraad  Commission,  and  fined  sums 
from  £5  to  £1,  and -besides  being  looted  of  horses,  sheep,  and  cattle. 

A  few  loyal  English  subjects  had  to  pay  war  money,  to  the 
extent  of  twenty  pounds,  under  threats  of  imprisonment  in  the 
event  of  non-compliance  of  the  order  of  the  Commission,  and  they 
were  also  looted  of  foodstuffs,  horses,  sheep,  or  whatever  those  Field 
Cornets  could  lay  their  hands  on.  I  estimate  the  claims  for  com- 
pensation for  looting  will  amount  approximately  to  between  ten  and 
fifteen  thousand  pounds,  exclusive  of  indirect  losses,  for  which  I 
am  afraid  little  or  no  compensation  will  be  given. 

The  Colonial  rebels,  as  I  have  before  stated,  took  a  prominent 
and  leading  part  in  the  rebellion,  and  if  onlj^  the  inhabitants  re- 
mained firm  and  loyal  to  the  British  cause,  that  notorious  scoundrel 

*  ,  wath  the  commando  who  proclaimed  Prieska  on  the  16th 
February,  1900,  would  have  re-crossed  the  river  after  a  little 
looting  in  the  village,  as  they  did  in  January,  1900, 
when  the  rebels  found  that  the  inhabitants  of  Prieska 
had  then  no  sympathy  with  the  rebellion  or  the  cause  they 
were  agitating  for  against  the  Queen's  Government.  The  division 
of  Prieska  during  the  time  it  was  in  the  virtual  occupation  of  the 
Queen's  enemies  was  entirely  under  the  control  and  rule  of  the 
Colonial  rebels.  The  adopting  of  aggressive  measures  has  already 
been  commented  upon  by  me,  and  generally  speaking,  the  con- 
dition of  the  village  and  district  was  in  a  yery  deplorable  state  dur- 
ing the  Boer  occupation. 

The  women,  I  understand,  realised  too  plainly  what  was  in 
store  for  their  husbands,  and  that  the  outcome  of  this  rebellion 
would  be  ruination  to  themselves,  and  severe  punishment  to  their 
husbands. 
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In  conclusion  I  can  only  attribute  the  cause  of  the  rebellion  to 
the  natural  synii:)athies  theDutch  have  with  the  Republican  cause, 
also  th(>ir  lack  of  knowlodiio  as  to  the  might  and  power  of  the 
British  Empire,  and  the  influence  and  pressure  l)rought  upon 
thoni  by  agitators  and  unscrupulous  persons  to  fight  for  the  cause 
of  liberty  and  fre(>dom  under  their  own  flag,  seemingly  not  under- 
standing the  advantages  and  blessings  they  at  present  enjoy  under 
the  benign  rule  of  our  Most  Gracious  Majesty  our  beloved  Queen. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  T.  H.  ROUX,  R.M. 


Telegram  dated  30/7/00. 

From  To 

Resident  Magistrate,  Secretary,  Law  Department, 

Tarkastad.  Cape  Town. 

167.  July  30th.  Your  3,532  ( ?  3,552).  Kindly  refer  to  my  report 
dated  the  25th  October,  1899.  The  Dutch  inhabitants  were  without 
doubt  in  entire  sympathy  with  the  enemy.  I  am  still  of  opinion 
that  if  a  commando  had  arrived  in  this  district,  at  least  seventy-five 
per  cent,  of  the  Dutch  would  have  joined.  Just  before  the  Storm- 
berg  disaster,  as  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  three  young  farmers  left  the 
district,  and  have  not  since  returned;  it  is  believed  that  they  joined 
the  enemy. — Confidential. 


TARKA  AND  QUEENSTOWN. 


Office  of  the  Civil  Commissioner, 

Tarkastad,  25th  October,  1899. 

Confidential. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department, 
Cape  Town. 

STATE  OF  WAR. 

Sir,— In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your  telegram 
of  the  18th  instant,  regarding  the  state  of  affairs  in  this  district  in 
connection  with  the  exceptional  state  of  affairs  created  by  state  of 
war  at  present  existing,  I  have  the  honour  to  state  that  so  far  as  this 
district  is  concerned,  I  have  at  present  nothing  of  immediate  im- 
portance to  report. 

There  is  no  doubt  that,  immediately  on  the  outbreak  of  hostili- 
ties between  Great  Britain  and  the  two  Republics,  the  feelings,  to  a 
great  extent,  of  many,  if  not  all  the  Dutch  people  residing  In  this 
district,  were  excited  to  almost  breaking  point ;  some  of  whom  have 
relatives  and  friends  in  the  Transvaal  and  Free  State  and  who  are 
now  fighting  against  the  English.  Despite  all  this,  however,  from 
the  many  conversations  I  have  had  with  the  most  influential 
farmers  (Dutch  and  English)  who,  without  exception,  express  the  be- 
lief that  the  peojile  throughout  the  division  intend  to  remain  quiet, 
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cand  from  my  o^vn  knowledge  of  the  Dutch  iuliabitants,  I  do  not 
doubt  for  Olio  moment  that  it  is  tiie  intention  of  everyone  to  remain 
loyal  subjects  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen. 

The  case  proljaljly  would  l)e  different  should  (lie  invasion  of  the 
Colony  unfortunately  extend  to  these  parts. 

There  are,  of  course,  individuals  of  a  bellicose  nature  who  are 
not  very  discreet  in  some  of  their  aficrancos,  and  \\ho  now  and  then 
indulge  in  language  not  calculated  to  sooth  and  quiet 
the  feelings  at  this  critical  period,  but  this  emanates  mostly  from 
the  more  ignorant  and  irresponsible  class.  The  issue  of  Troclama- 
tion  277  of  1889  (?)  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor  has  had  a  good 
and  wholesome  effect. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  H.  M.  BLAKEWAY, 

C.C.  and  R.M. 


161/00. 

Telegram  dated  30/7/1900.      Confidential. 

From  To 

Eesident  Magistrate,  Secretary,  Law  Department, 

Queenstown.  Cape  Town. 

1.  30th  July.  Your  3,552.  The  district  was,  on  the  whole, 
quiet,  but  the  feeling  I  should  sa.y  was  about  the  same  as  in  the 
northern  districts  which  were  in  the  occupation  of  the  enemy.  Every- 
thing depended  upon  the  success  or  otherwise  of  the  Imperial  forces. 
Had  the  rebels  and  Republicans  been  successful  in  making  an  ad- 
vance into  this  district,  it  is  believed  th6y  would  have  received  cer- 
tain support,  and  many  Dutch  recruits  would  have  gone  over  to 
them.  I  am  informed  that  at  least  four  joined  the  enemy,  but  the 
police  are  instituting  further  enquiries,  the  result  will  be  communi- 
cated later  on. 


TAUNG. 


Resident  Magistrate. 

Kimberley,  5th  March,  1900. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department, 
Cape  Town. 
INVASION  AND  EVACUATION  OF  TAUNG. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  your  telegram  No.  1,097  of  the  3rd  inst., 
informing  me  that  the  Honouralile  the  Attorney-General  desires  me 
to  send  by  post  a  full  report  of  the  invasion  and  evacuation  of  Taung, 
I  have  the  honour  to  state,  first  of  all,  that  the  so-called  village  of 
Taung  consists  of  about  2,000  native  huts,  and  near  them  6  trading 
shops,  aliout  a  mile  away  is  my  house,  police  camp,  gaol,  and  public 
offices.  The  total  European  population  including  children,  I  do 
not  think  exceeds  50.  Near  the  railway  station,  about  tliree  miles 
from  Taung,  there  are  four  trading  shops,  some  distan.-,-(!  ajjart  from 

[A.  5—1900.]  W 
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each  other.  At  the  time  of  the  invasion  there  were  about  75  police, 
mostly  D.l.  men,  under  the  command  of  four  officers,  stationed  near 
the  railway  station,  and  guarding  the  railway  l)ridi:c,  they  had  one 
Maxim  with  them,  and  ha<l  made  a  small  fort  near  their  canap.  There 
were  about  18  D.2  Police  at  the  Police  Camp  at  Taung,  under  the 
charize  of  Sero;eant  Shepherd. 

Durinu  the  week  ending  14th  October,  I  ti'ied  to  gain  some  in- 
formation regarding  the  strength  of  our  force,^  along  the  border,  and 
from  ro])orts  and  other  sources.  I  was  led  to  understand  that  there 
were  quite  5,000  regulars  in  Kimljerley,  and  that  Fourteen  Streams 
Bridge  was  strongly  guarded  by  regulars  and  Cape  Police,  and  that 
cannon  had  been  posted  on  both  sides  of  the  Vaal  River. 

The  post  on  Thursday  and  Friday,  12th  and  13th  October,  went 
astray,  and  we  were  thus  quite  ignorant  of  the  Boer  ultimatum, 
which  appears  to  have  expired  at  five  p.m.  on  the  Wednesday.  On 
Friday,  the  13th  October,  news  reached  us  that  the  Boers  had  crossed 
near  Maribogo,  and  destroyed  the  armoured  train.  I  telegraphed 
to  the  Civil  Commissioner  of  Vryburg,  asking  whether  the  report 
was  correct,  and  he  replied  yes,  and  feared  all  on  board  had  been 
killed.  I  then  telegraphed  to  you  asking  for  some  information  re- 
garding the  political  situation,  and  you  replied  that  the  Boers  had 
crossed  at  Kraaipan,  and  that  war  had  Iteen  declared  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  two  Republics.  This  telegram  reached  me  late  on 
Friday  night,  the  13th  October. 

Immediately  I  heard  of  the  Kraaipan  disaster  I  packed  up  all 
my  gold  (£200),  and  sent  it  as  a  remittance  to  the  Civil  Commis- 
sioner of  Vryburg,  kee])ing  only  silver,  most  of  which  was  in  Trans- 
vaal money,  which  is  always  accepted  by  the  traders  but  not  by  the 
banks.  The  gold  left  by  what  turned  out  to  be  the  last  train  for 
the  North,  and  Mr.  A.  B.Hofmeyr,  of  the  Vryburg  Office,  informs  me 
that  it  reached  him  safely,  and  that  it  was  duly  deposited  in  the 
bank.  I  advised  the  Postmaster  to  do  the  same  with  his  gold,  and 
he  also  sent  most  of  his  money  to  Vryburg. 

During  the  last  two  or  three  weeks  the  traders  and  missionaries 
at  Taung  had  got  very  nervous  regarding  their  property  and 
lives,  and  at  a  public  meeting  held  there  passed  a  resolution  that 
the  Premier  be  asked  to  give  them  protection.  This  resolution  was 
brought  to  me  for  transmission  by  telegraph,  and  a  reply  was  re- 
ceived that  there  was  no  need  for  any  alarm,  and  in  any  event  they 
would  receive  adequate  protection.  The  public  was  liot  satisfied 
with  the  reply,  and  so  a  written  petition  praying  that  Imperial 
forces  be  stationed  at  Taung  was  despatched  to  His  Excellency  the 
Governor.  A  reply  to  this  was  not  received,  though  the  letter  was 
registered.  This  petition,  of  course,  was  not  sent  through  me,  and 
I  am  unable  to  say  whether  it  was  despatched  in  time  to  receive  a 
reply  before  communication  was  cut  off  from  the  Cape  Colony.  I 
had  been  explaining  all  along  the  political  situation  as  far  as  I  knew 
it  to  the  *  *  *  ^  pointing  out  to  them  that  the  natives  had 
nothing  whatsoever  to  do  with  the  trouble.  *  were  very  anxious 
to  assist  in  fighting  the  Boers.  Immediatelv  I  heard  of  the  Kraai- 
pan disaster  I  sent  for  the  Chiefs,  and  explained  matters  to  them, 
lu-ging  and  advising  them  to  keep  quiet,  and  not  mix  themselves  up 
in  the  trouble  in  any  way.  Both  Chiefs  begged  and  prayed  for  arms 
to  fight  the  Boers,  but  I  managed  to  persuade  them  to  understand 
that  it  would  do  them  more  harm  than  good.  Both  were  instructed 
to  inform  me  at  once  immediatelv  there  was  any  sign  of  the  Boers 
crossing  into  our  District, 
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On  Friday,  the  loth  October,  I  sent  out  as  dhvctetl,  informing 

*  *  that  he  had  been  appointed  *  *  *  ^  .jjjj  ^^\^^J  ^^.^^[  \^\j^^ 
a  copy  of  Mr.  Schreiner's  telegram  to  Magistrates  and  Field-cornets. 

*  *  was  in  the  Transvaal  when  the  messenger  arrived,  but  re- 
turned that  evening.  On  Friday  night  I  received  your  telegram  on 
the  subject  of  persons  assisting  the  enemy  in  any^  way,  and  had  a 
copy  of  the  notice  served  on  each  trader  the  next  morning,  and  also 
had  any  numljer  of  copies  in  Sechuana  distributed.  I  also  sent  i, 
number  of  Dutch  copies  to  Inspector  Foy,  with  the  request  that 
they  be  distributed  amongst  the  Dutch,  but  he  declined  to  do  so. 

On  Saturday  morning,  the  14th  October,  we  learnt  to  our  dismay 
that  the  last  train  for  the  South,  consisting  chiefly  of  empty  trucks, 
had  left.  Had  the  Traflfic  Manager  at  Kimberley  given  us  warning 
that  this  was  the  last  train  running  many  of  us  woukl  gladly  have 
availed  ourselves  of  this  train  to  send  our  women  an(l  children  to 
the  Colony.  Finding  we  Avere  cut  of^  by  rail  from  the  Colony  we  re- 
signed ourselves  to  the  inevitable.  Saturday  passed  quietly,  l)ut 
that  evening,  accompanied  by  my  wife,  I  walked  down  to  the  native 
village  to  see  how  matters  were  getting  on  there.  Finding  all  the 
traders  had  retired  to  bed,  we  returned  home.  On  nearing  the 
Residency  at  about  nine  p.m.,  we  saw  three  persons  moving  quickly 
along  through  the  bushes  (I  have  no  neighbours)  towards  my  house, 
and    on    going    up  to  them  I  found    them  to  be  the      *      *      and 

*  *  *  .  They  brought  a  message  from  *  that  he  had  re- 
ceived relial)le  information  that  the  Transvaal  forces  intended  cross- 
ing into  Bechuanaland  at  daybreak  the  next  morning  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attacking  Taung.  After  cross-examining  them  a  good  deal 
I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  information  was  to  a  great  extent 
reliable.  I  told  them  to  thank  *  ,  and  inform  him  that  the  Boers 
would  not,  in  my  opinion,  attack  Taung,  luit  cross  at  Pudimoe,  tear 
up  the  railway  line  at  the  Dry  Hart's  Pan,  form  a  laager  behind  the 
kopjes,  and  await  there  the  arrival  of  the  armoured  train  from  the 
South.  My  surmise  turned  out  to  be  correct.  I  informed  Sergeant 
Shepherd  of  this,  and  requested  him  to  send  Private  Poole  to  convey 
this  information  to  Inspector  Foy  at  the  Eaihvay-station,  giving  him 
at  the  same  time  my  opinion.  I  then  tried  to  send  a  wire  to  you,  but 
could  not  find  the  Postmaster.  When  I  did  find  him  it  Avas  too  late 
to  telegraph.  Aljout  one  a.m.  I  woke  up  by  hearing  loud  knocking 
at  my  door,  and  on  opening  it  found  it  to  be  Private  Poole,  who 
handed  me  a  memorandum  written  by  Sul>Inspector  McGregor, 
officer  on  duty  at  the  Railway-station  that  night,  and  addressed  to 
Sergeant  Shepherd,  in  charge  of  D.  2  at  Taung.  This  memorandum 
was  to  the  effect  that  Inspector  Foy  had  received  instructions  to  re- 
tire at  once  to  Fourteen  Streams,  each  man  to  carry  oOO  rounds  of 
ammunition.  Sergeant  Shepherd  was  instructed  to  start  at  once, 
and  join  the  police  at  the  station.  The  memorandum  wound  up  as 
follows:"  When  leaving  inform  the  Magistrate."  I  sent  then 
the  following  hastily  written  minute  to  Inspector  Foy: 
"  I  must  protest  in  the  strongest  terms  to  the  Police  starting 
from  Taung  in  this  manner,  leaving  women  and  children  to  the 
mercy  of  Boers  and  natives.  Personally  I  do  not  attach  much 
Aveight  to  the  report  *  *  that  Taung  is  to  be  attacked ,  he  has 
heard  the  report  and  his  thought  it  his  duty  to  inform  me,  hoping 
it  will  lead  to  his  receiving  arms  from  the  authorities  for  his  defence. 
My  opinion  is  that  if  the  Boers  intend  crossing,  they  will  do  so  at 
Dry  Hartz,  to  stop  assistance  going  to  Vryburg.  The  Police  retiring 
in  this  way  w411  have  a  very  bad  effect  on  the  natives.  Please  con- 
vey this  to  your  superior  officer."  I  then  walked  over  to  the  Police 
Camp,  and  found  them  saddling  up.      All  were  very  indignant  at 
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])oin<r  compelled  to  leave  in  the  night.      Some,  ready  before     the 
others,  galloped  down  to  inform  the  traders  that  they  were  leaving. 
It  was  al)oal  l.;30  a.m.,  so  I  walked  down  to  the  telegraphist's  room 
and  woke  him  up;  got  him  to  see  whether  we  could  got  Kimberley ; 
we  succeeded,  and  I  sent  a  wire  to  the  Commissioner  of  Police 
protesting  against  the  police  leaving.       We  also  managed  to  get  a 
wire  through  to  De  Aar,  informing  them  that  Boers  intended  cross- 
ing into  Bechuanaland  the  next  morning.       The  Commissioner  re- 
plied "  ^^"ait  a  bit."      We  waited,  and  wdiile  waiting  the  wires  were 
cut,  but  we  knew  not  where,  and  so  about  2  a.m.  on  Sunday  morning, 
the  15th  Octol)cr,  we  were  completely  cut  off  by  rail  and  telegr'\i)ii 
from  the  Cajjc  Colony.      Gn  leaving  the  telegraph  office  I  found  the 
Police  had  started.       Three  traders  then  came  up  and  asked  rue 
what  protection  I  could  give  them.      I  informed  them  I  could  not 
assist  them,  anu  advised  them  to  go  to  bed.      I  went  to  bed,  and  on 
getting  up  the  next  morning  I  found  no  Boers  had  arrived,  but  two 
had  been  seen  near  the  railway  station  during  the  night.      At  9  a.m. 
I     received  information  that  the  Boers  had  crossed  at  Pudimoe, 
pulled  the  rails  at  the  Dry  Hartz  Pan,  cut  the  telegraph  there,  and 
formed  a  laager  behind  the  kopjes,  number  roughly  estimated  at 
about  500.      I  saw  the  Chief  Molala,  and  advised  him  again  to  keep 
quiet  and  take  no  notice  of  the  Boers.      I  next  took  charge  of  the 
Police  Camp,  putting  my  native  messenger  Monomora  in  charge, 
locked  up  everything  as  far  as  possible,  turned  away  about  20  camp 
boys,  and  allowed  all  the  pet  animals  belonging  to  the  Police  to 
escape.      I  then  went  over  to  the  railway  station,  and  from  informa- 
tion received  from  the  Stationmaster  and  others,  I  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  many  of  the  local  Dutch,  especially  those  in  the  Dry 
Hartz  valle3^  were  in  league  with  the  enemy.       I  got  back  about 
mid-day,  and  information  then  reached  me  that  the  Boers  had  blow?! 
up  the  culvert  at  Makapella.  I  enquired  for  the  Inspector  of  Natives, 
and  was  informed  that  he  had  gone  out  to  see  whether  he  could  find 
out  the  strength  of  the  enemy.       Mr.  Thomas,  the  acting  cle]"k, 
I  had  not  seen  since  1  p.m.  the  previous  day,  but  he  could  be  of  no 
use  to  me  now,  as  he  was  a  new  arrival,  and  knew  not  the  people  or 
■he  district.      He  also  lived  at  the  hotel  close  to  the  French  Mission, 
and  a  long  way  from  me.      I  sent  Monomora  to  enquire  about  the 
Makapella  culvert,  and  he  brought  back  word  that  afternoon  Hiat 
it  was  still  intact. 

I  may  here  state  that  Father  Porte,  the  head  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Mission  at  Taung  is  a  Frenchman,  and  the  Brothers  and 
Sisters  under  him  are  of  the  same  nationality.  About  a  month 
previous  to  the  invasion  he  mentioned  this  fact  to  me,  and  asked 
me  whether,  in  case  of  war  and  the  Boers  coming  to  Taung,  he  would 
have  the  right  to  hoist  the  French  flag.  I  said  "  Yes^  if  he  got 
authority,  and  I  was  sure  the  Boers  would  respect  it."  He  saiti 
"  Yes,  he  thought  so  too,  and  it  would  ])e  a  refuge  for  the  women 
and  children  in  case  of  invasion.  He  communicated  with  his  Consul 
in  Cape  Town,  and  just  before  the  invasion  he  received  the  neces- 
sary papers  which  he  showed  to  me.  Father  Porte  ajui  I  did  not 
think  for  one  moment  there  was  any  likelihood  of  the  Cape  Colony 
being  invaded.  We  only  feared  raiding  parties.  About  sundown 
news  came  in  that  Boers  at  Dry  Hartz  would  move  on  to  Taung  at 
daybreak  next  morning.  I  tlien  had  a  consultation  with  Father 
Porte,  and  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  women  and  children 
should  now^  go  into  the  Mission.  He  very  kindly  drove  mv  wife 
and  children  down,  and  all  the  other  and  ("?)  women  soon  folio  wed. 
The  intention  of  turning  the  Mission  into  a  refuge  we  had  kept  to 
ourselves  until  such  time  as  we  thought  fit  to  disclose  it.      All  the 
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available  8up[)lies  were  also  moved  into  the  Mission.  1  then  paekinl 
all  the  valuable  Government  books  into  my  own  safe,  as  it  was  the 
lar<2^est  and  strongest,  and  locked  and  secured  my  own  oflTice,  leaving 
the  clerk's  safe,  which  is  old  and  damaged,  llie  clerk's  office,  and 
Court  Room  for  the  use  of  the  Boers.  I  did  this  hoping  it  would 
lead  to  my  office  and  safe  not  being  touched.  Such  did  hai)[)en, 
anil  if  relief  within  a  reasonable  lime  had  only  airived,  all  would 
have  been  well,  for  the  clerk's  office  and  Court"  Room  were  the  only 
ones  used  by  the  Boers,  and  it  was  not  until  several  weeks  after  the 
Boer  invasion  that  the  Public  I'rosecutor  of  Christiana  came  over 
with  four  Zarps  and  broke  into  my  office.  I  am  unable  to  state 
at  present  what  damage  has  been  done.  About  8  p.m.  the  women 
and  children  were  all  safely  housed.  The  greatest  ])raise  and  thanlvs 
are  due  to  Father  Porte  and  to  the  Sisters  and  Brothers.  It  was 
arranged  that  immediately  the  Boers  came  to  Taung  the  French 
flag  be  hoisted  over  the  Mission  as  a  sign  of  neutrality.  None  of  the 
traders  had  been  near  me  that  day,  and  about  8  p.m.,  on  going  round, 
I  found  they  had  all  left  for  Kimberley,  taking  with  them  their 
cash,  which  always  amounts  to  a  gootl  deal  owing  to  there  being  no 
bank  at  Taung,  and  that  their  assistants  and  minor  officials  had  gone 
into  hiding  into  the  hills.  I  was  informed  that  this  was  due  to  one 
of  the  traders,  *  ,  having  received  a  message  from  one  of  the 
invaders  that  he  would  be  one  of  the  first  shot  when  they  invaded 
Taung.  It  was  thought  too,  that  relief  from  Fourteen  Streams  or 
Kimberley  w^ould  arrive  in  a  day  or  two — all  had  faith  in  the 
armoured  train — and  if  the  Boers  came  to  Taung  and  no  English 
males  Avere  seen,  they  would  pass  by  and  leave  Taung  alone.  Mr. 
Thomas  had  arranged  to  go  with  *  and  *  ,  the  latter 
knowing  every  inch  of  the  country.  Finding  the  gaoler's  wife  was 
not  in  the  Mission,  I  walked  up  to  the  Gaol  and  advised  the  gaoler 
to  take  her  down,  but  they  refused  to  go  on  the  ground  that         * 

*  no  harm  w^ould  be  done  to  them  by  the  enemy.      Every- 

thing being  settled.  Father  Porte  and  I  then  had  a  consultation  as 
to  whether  the  Boers  would  make  a  prisoner  of  me  or  not.  We 
decided  they  would,  especially  as  many  knew  that  I  was  an  old 
British  Becliuanaland  official,  and  that  I  would  probably  be  sent  to 
Pretoria.  I  was  also  not  in  a  position  to  say  I  would  surrender  the 
place  on  conditions.  We  also  decided  that  once  I  was  a  prisoner  I 
could  not  help  the  people  in  the  Mission  in  any  way,  as  too  many 
questions  would  be  asked  me  about  the  Mission  being  neutral- 
questions  I  would  have  some  difficulty  in  answering  (  * 
*  *  ).  As  a  prisoner  also,  I  would  be  more  a  hindrance 
than  a  help  to  the  Government,  so  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  I 
should  not  allow  the  Boers  to  arrest  me,  but  that  I  should  watch  their 
movements,  and  if  I  found  they  intended  staying  in  Taung  and 
forming  a  camp  there,  I  should  proceed  to  Fourteen  Streams,  give  all 
the  information  I  could  to  the  Military,  hurry  the  relief  force  on,  and 
guide  it  to  Taung.  No  doubt  had  we  for  one  moment  known  that 
there  were  so  few  English  troops  in  the  Cape  Colony,  and  that  Kim- 
berh'y  itself  would  be  besieged  by  Boer  forces  for  four  months,  we 
would  have  come  to  a  different  decision.  I  tried  at  the  time  to  do 
my  duty  to  the  women  and  children  in  the  Mission,  and  also  at  the 
same  time  look  after  the  interests  of  the  Government.  I  gave  in 
structions  that  the  Government  cattle  be  sent  out  to  the  hills,  to 
graze  with  those  of  the  natives.  Local  poor  white  *  ,  Avhom 
we  had  fed  and  clothed,  went  and  collected  these,  and  handed  them 
over  to  the  invaders.  I  then  sent  my  messenger  to  the  Chief  Molala 
to  tell  him  what  my  intentions  were,  and  instructing  him  to  keep  in 
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tdiicli  witli  ine,  and  at  the  same  time  to  send  one  of  his  councillors 
to  me.  The  Chief  replied  that  my  words  were  good.  Just  before 
daybreak  IMonomora  and  tiie  old  councillor  joined  me,  and,  moving 
offOn  horseltack,  we  took  up  oui'  positions. 

IGth  October.  The  Boers  tlid  not  come  in  until  about  two  p.m., 
an  unusual  time  for  them  to  move  on  to  a  place  — this  led  to  Mr. 
Thomas  l)einy  made  a  prisoner — everyone  being  under  the  impres- 
sion thai  now  they  would  not  come  in  until  Tuesday  morning. 
During  the  morning  I  sent  wortl  to  the  Chief  as  to  wdiether  he  had 
seen  anything  of  the  enemy.  He  said  no.  About  midday  I  rode 
over  to  the  liailway-stalion  to  see  whether  I  could  perhaps  telephone 
to  Fourteen  Streams.  I  found  all  the  traders  except  one  had  left, 
the  station  closed,  ami  the  Stationmaster  on  the  point  of  leaving 
for  Kimberley.  I  hurried  him  off,  and  then  rode  back  to  my  house. 
When  I  got  within  300  yards  of  it  I  found  the  Boers  had  entered 
Taung  while  I  was  down  at  the  Railway-station,  and  were  gallop- 
ing ail  over  the  place.  I  estimated  them  to  be  about  400.  I  took  up  a 
commanding  position,  and  watched  them  until  the  next  afternoon, 
Tuesday,  the  17th  Octol)er.  I  saw  the  Transvaal  flag  hoisted  at  the 
Public  Offices  and  the  Eailway-station,  and  as  there  were  about  two 
months'  horse  rations  at  the  two  police  camps,  I  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  Boers  intended  forming  a  laager  at  Taung,  so  I 
sent  Messenger  Monomora  to  the  Chief  Molala  telling  him  that  I  in- 
tended going  to  Fourteen  Streams,  and  instructing  him  to  send  his 
eldest  son  Thepana  to  me.  Attended  by  the  Councillor,  I  moved  on 
slowly  to  Fourteen  Streams,  and  passed  several  Colonial  Dutch  go- 
ing to  the  Boer  laager.  At  Mr.  Gunning's  farm  I  learnt,  on  Wednes- 
day, the  18th,  that  the  forces  at  Fourteen  Streams  had  retired  on  to 
Barkly  West,  and  the  Boers  were  approaching  Klipdam.  I  jjro- 
ceeded  to  the  farm  Spitzkop,  and  remained  there  until  noon  the 
next  day,  waiting  for  Monomora  and  the  Chief's  son.  They  joined 
me,  and  I  proceeded  on  to  Barkly  West.  I  telegraphed  to  you  from 
there.  I  remained  there  twenty-four  hours,  and  iinding  there  was 
no  intention  of  holding  it,  I  proceeded  on  to  Kimberley,  and  arrived 
there  on  Saturday,  the  21st  October  .  I  heard  from  my  wife  that 
Mr.  Thomas  had  been  taken  prisoner,  but  was  being  well  treated  by 
the  Boers,  and  allowed  to  visit  them  at  the  Mission ;  so  I  sent  Mono- 
mora and  Thepana  Ijack  to  Taung  to  try  and  get  hold  of  Mr.  Thomas, 
and  bring  him  down  as  soon  as  possible.  They  brought  him  into 
Kiml)erley  about  a  week  after  I  got  there.  Mr.  Dent,  the  Inspector 
of  Natives,  Mr.  Gilbert,  the  Postmaster,  and  the  majority  of  the  Rail- 
way officials,  also  reached  Kimberley. 

The  Chiefs  son  Thepana  has  l;een  with  me  during  the  whole  of 
the  siege  of  Kimljerley.  I  fear  the  Military  authorities  have  not 
realised  how  valuable  this  has  been  to  them — that  the  fact  of  the 
Chiefs  eldest  son  being  in  our  power  must  needs  keep  the  Chief 
loyal.  I  have  been  in  communication  with  him  by  means  of  native 
runners  during  the  whole  of  the  siege,  and  with  his  assistance  have 
been  able  to  get  despatches  sent  through  to  Mafeking,  and  receive 
despatches  back.  I  hope  and  trust  the  Chief s  loyalty  will  not  be 
forgotten. 

I  would  have  preferred  writing  this  report  on  my  return  to 
Taung,  where  I  have  all  my  papers,  but  I  have  nevertheiess  made  it 
as  full  as  possible.  One  or  two  other  minor  matters  might  be  men- 
tioned, but  they  require  personal  explanation. 

I  notice  in  the  "  Cape  Times  "  of  the  1st  March  last  a  communi- 
cation to  that  paper  from  Mr.  Thomas,  the  late  acting     clerk     at 
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Tauncr,  on  the  same  subject  as  this  ie])(iit.     It  appeared  without  my 
knowledge;  nor  was  it  submitted  Id  inc  f(ir  perusal  and  rcvisii)n. 

I   have,  etc., 

(Signed)         C.  R.  CHALMERS, 

Resident  Magistrate,  'I'aiing. 

P.S. — I  find  I  liave  omitleil  lo  mention  tliat  lliere  were  no  pris 
oners  in  the  gaol  at  Taung  al  the  time  of  the  invasit)n. 

(Signed)  C.R.C. 


3509/99.     Telegram  dated  13/10/99. 

From  Resirient  Magistrate,        To  Secretary  Law  Department, 
Taungs.  Cape  Town. 

Please  wire  as  soon  as  war  is  declared,  so  that  I  can  inform 
natives  here  (?  have)  to  depend  on  Kimberley  "Advertiser  "  for  news, 
which  is  unsatisfactorv  sometimes, 


2787/99.     Telegram  dated  13/10/99. 

From  Secretary  Law  Department,         To  Resident  Magistrate, 
Cape  Town.     .  Taungs. 

Transvaal  and  Free  State  declared  war.     You  have  no  dou])t 
heard  Boers  crossed  yesterday  Kraaipan. 


Otlice  of  the  Resident  Magistrate, 

Taung,  10th  July,  1900,       D/3/102/1900. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department, 
Cape  Town. 

STATE  OF  TAUNG  DLSTRICT  DURING  ITS  OCCUPATION  BY 

THE  QUEEN'S  ENEMIES. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  your  telegram  of  the  30th  ultimo,  re- 
garding the  general  state  of  this  district,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained, 
during  the  time  it  was  in  the  actual  occupation  of  the  Queen's 
enemies,  I  have  the  honour  to  report  as  follows:  — 

I.  The  district  was  naturally  in  a  most  unsettled  state.  The  dis- 
loyal portion  of  the  inhal)itants  consideral)ly  harassed  the  loyal 
subjects  and  made  matters  generally  disagreeable  and  uncomfort- 
able for  them,  and  the  latter  were  very  unhappy  until  they  were 
eventually  afforded  an  opportunity  of  getting  away  from  the  district 
and  placing  themselves  under  British  protection  again. 

Provisions  became  scarce,  and  exorbitant  charges  were  being 
made  for  meal  and  other  food-stutTs.  The  natives,  who  form  the 
bulk  of  the  population  of  the  district,  were,  I  am  told,  compelled 
to  live  on  locusts,  augmented,  no  doubt,  by  such  food  as  th(>y  were 
able  to  acquire  honestly  and  otherwise, 
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The  disloyal  portion  of  the  inhabitants,  who  were  allowed  to  re- 
main in  the  district,  were  supi)lied  with  meal,  etc.,  by  the  Trans- 
vaal r.ovornnu'nt  from  dopots  at  Vryburor,  Christiana,  and  else- 
where. 

II.  As  far  as  is  known  all  the  adult  male,  Dutch-speaking,  inhabi- 
tants of  the  district  joined  the  invaders,  with  but  two  laudable  ex- 
ceptions, these  JK'ins 

(a)  *  —thoroughly  Dutch —  *  *  ,  who  be- 
haved admiral)iy  and  with  great  fortitude  under  very 
trying  circumstances; 

(1))  "  *  "  *  a  farmer  of  *  who,  although  com- 
mandeered for  service  by  the  Boers  three  or  four  times, 
stolidly  refused  to  associate  himself  with  the  Queen's 
enemies. 

For  some  reason  these  men,  although  having  refused  to  join  the 
rebellion,  were  not  further  interfered  with. 

It  is  stated  that  two  young  men,  named  *  ,  also  refused 
when  asked  by  the  invaders  and  rel)els,  to  take  up  arms  against  the 
British  Government,  but  there  seems  to  be  some  doubt  as  to  their 
continuance  of  that  attitude.  Several  of  the  English  speaking  men 
(loyalists)  left  the  district  before  the  enemy  arrived ;  others  again 
left  after  their  arrival,  and  several  others  again  hid  themselves  for 
some  months  in  the  mountains,  a  few  miles  from  Taung  village.  Food 
was  surreptitiously  l)rought  to  them  by  natives,  but  they  were  sub- 
sequently compelled,  through  ill-health  and  other  causes,  due  to  in- 
different food  and  exposure,  to  return  to  Taung,  where  they  were 
taken  before  the  resident  Boer  Landdrost  who  made  them  take  the 
oath  of  neutrality.  One  man,  named  *  refused  to  subscribe 
to  that  oath,  and  he  was  promptly  arrested  and  sent  to  the  gaol  at 
Pretoria.      He  has  now  been  released. 

III.  A  certain  amount  of  commandeering  went  on,  but  only  from 
shopkeepers,  and  I  am  informed  that  they  (lid  not  suffer  to  any  very 
great  extent. 

IV.  The  restraint  put  on  those  who  refused  to  identify  them- 
selves with  the  invasion  was  that  they  were  forced  to  abide  the  laws 
of  the  invaders  and  rebels,  and  remain  at  their  homes,  which  they 
could  leave  only  on  a  permit  to  that  effect  being  obtained  from  the 
Landdrost.  Two  of  the  residents,  *  ,  of  the  *  * 
and  *  *  ,  proceeded  to  Kimberley,  after  the  siege  had 
been  raised,  without  any  such  permit,  and  on  their  return  they  were 
arrested  and  taken  to  Christiana,  where  they  were  tried  and  fined 
£10  and  £15  respectively  with  alternatives  of"  imprisonment.  They 
paid  their  fines  and  were  then  brought  back  to  Taungs. 

V.  Looting  was  carried  on  to  a  considerable  extent  from  the 
stores  and  private  dw-ellings  of  those  who  had  fled  from  the  enemy. 
Everything  that  could  conveniently  be  removed  was  taken  away, 
and  it  is  stated  that  even  the  wives  of  Transvaal  farmers  came  in 
armed,  and  loaded  on  their  wagons  whatever  thev  could  lav  hands 
on.  .  . 

The  store  of  Peter  F.  Windsor  w^as  looted  in  its  entirety  of 
general  merchandise,  groceries,  etc.,  to  the  extent  of  some  £3,000 
worth  of  goods.  His  hotel  bar  was  also  looted  of  everything.  Several 
of  the  minor  business  places  were  also  looted,  and  all  the  goods 
taken  away  in  wagons  across  into  the  Transvaal.  Large  quantities 
of  "  loot "  were  retained  bv  the  rebels  of  this  district. 
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The  Resident  Maoistrate's  office  was  taken  possession  of  by  the 
invaders ;  panes  of  <>lass  and  locks  were  broken,  and  the  two  office 
safes  (both  Chubb's)  were  completely  smashed  up  by  means  of  crow- 
bars and  chisels.  Cash  to  the  amount  of  £68  and  some  odd  shillings 
and  also  £5  in  stamps  were  stolen  from  the  safes.  All  the  office 
stationery,  official  stamps,  seal  of  office,  and  several  other  articles 
were  also  stolen.  Official  documents,  books,  etc.,  were  strewn  all 
over  the  floors  of  the  office. 

The  Post  Office  safe  was  also  broken  open,  and  cash  and  stamps 
stolen. 

The  gaol  stores,  with  the  exception  of  sundry  articles  which  had 
been  in  use  at  some  time  or  other,  w^ere  taken  away,  as  w^ell  as  all 
the  Gaoler's  furniture.  The  Police  barracks  were  also  looted,  the 
furniture  removed,  and  doors  and  windows  damaged. 

VI.  As  stated  in  paragraph  No.  2,  the  whole  of  the  Dutch  speak- 
ing portion  of  the  inhabitants,  with  the  exceptions  named,  joined 
the  enemy.  Those,  however,  who  took  a  specially  prominent  part 
in  the  direction  of  affairs  are 

(a)  *  a  farmer  of  *  ,  who  acted  as  *  for 
the  Transvaal,  and  went  about  collecting  rebels  and  in- 
forming them  that  they  would  be  fined  £35  if  they  failed 
to  appear  fully  armed  and  equipped  on  the  date  fixed  for 
their  attendance  at  certain  places. 

(b)  *  (brother  of  the  above-named)  who  acted  as  a 
*          for  the  Transvaal,  and  saw  to  the  distribution  of 

meal,  etc.,  to  the  impoverished  members  of  the  rebels' 
families.  He  also,  it  is  alleged,  proceeded  to  *  to 
supph^  the  Boer  Commandant  with  the  names  of  those 
inhabitants  who  were  eligible  to  be  called  upon  to  fight 
against  the  British  troops. 

(c)  *  ,  a  farmer  *  ,  and  a  *  .  He  is  re- 
ported to  have  acted  as  *  for  the  Boers,  and  he  also 
very  largely  identified  himself  with  the  rebellion. 

The  *  "  are  now  in  gaol  at  *  and  *  is  in  gaol 
at         *        . 

It  is  generally  stated  that  the  rebels  were  a  great  deal  more  ag- 
gressive than  the  invaders. 

VII.  Several  of  the  wives  and  children  of  the  men  who  had  fled 
from  the  enemy  took  refuge  in  the  Convent  under  Father  Porte.  As 
for  the  other  women  and  children,  the  Boers  threatened  to  turn  them 
out  of  the  place,  and  would,  in  all  probability,  have  done  so  but  for 
the  attitude  taken  up  by  the  native  chief,  Molala,  who  practically 
forbade  them  to  do  it,  and  told  them  (the  Boers)  that  if  they  turned 
the  white  women  and  children  adrift,  they  would  have  to  turn  him 
and  all  his  people  out  as  well.  The  Boers  evidently  feared  Molala 
somewhat,  and  did  not  carry  out  their  threat. 

The  Chief  Molala  behaved  very  well  throughout,  and  assisted 
the  loyalists  in  getting  away,  and  also  did  whatever  else  he  could 
to  prevent  their  being  unnecessarily  harassed  and  forced  to  incon- 
venience. 

There  is  nothing  in  a  general  sense  that  I  can  add  to  this  re- 
port, and  I  trust  that,  as  it  is,  it  will  convey  a  sufficiently  lucid  idea 
of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  this  small  district  during  its  occupation 
by  the  Queen's  enemies  from  IGth  October,  1899,  until  the  middle  of 
May,  1900. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  GEORGE  D.  RAINIER, 

Acting  R.M. 
[A.  5—1900.]  X 
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YRYBURG. 


Cape  Town,  14th  November,  1899. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department, 
Cape  Town. 

REPORT  OF  THE  TAKING  OF  VRYBURG. 

Sir,— I  have  the  honour  to  report  that  in  accordance  with  your 
instructions,  I  left  Fort  Beaufort  on  the  2nd  October,  arrived  at  Vry- 
burg  on  the  4th,  and  took  over  on  the  5th.  Everything  appeared 
quiet,  and  good  feeling  seemed  to  exist  between  all  sections  of  the 
community.  The  almost  universal  opinion  was  that  in  the  event, 
of  hostilities  breaking  out  between  the  Imperial  Government  and 
the  Transvaal,  the  South  African  Republic  forces  would  not  molest 
any  place  in  the  Colony  where  there  were  no  Imperial  troops,  and  it 
was  tlierefore  considered  that  Vryburg  was  safe  from  attack.  This 
opinion  I  held  for  a  considerable  time,  but  rumours  got  stronger  and 
stronger  that  it  was  intended  to  send  a  force  into  Vryburg,  and 
several  inhabitants  left  the  place,  some  going  down  country,  and 
some  to  Kuruman  and  other  places.  During  this  time  I  had  several 
conversations  with  the  late  Assistant  Commissioner  Scott,  as  to  the 
utter  impossibility  of  his  attempting  to  defend  the  town  with  the 
force  under  his  command,  viz.,  about  120  Cape  Town  Police  and  60 
Volunteers,  with  one  Maxim.  The  Police  Barracks,  as  you  are  no 
doubt  aware,  were  built  for  the  Administrator's  residence,  do  not 
command  any  entrance  to  the  town,  and  are  unprotected.  He  could 
therefore  do  nothing  to  defend  the  town  if  he  remained  in  barracks. 
His  force  was  entirely  inadequate  to  meet  a  commando  in  the  open, 
and  he  manifestly  could  not  hold  the  barracks  against  artillery.  I 
said  to  him,  what  I  think  is  incontrovertible,  that  it  would  be  better 
for  the  town  to  be  entirely  defenceless  and  offer  no  opposition  than 
to  have  a  small  force  which  could  only  offer  a  feeble  opposition  with- 
out the  remotest  chance  of  success,  which  would  probably  have  the 
effect  of  irritating  or  inflaming  the  invading  force.  On  Sunday, 
the  15th  October,  Commissioner  Scott  informed  me  about  9  o'clock 
that  he  had  been  talking  the  matter  over  with  his  officers,  and  was 
considering  the  question  of  retiring.  I  said  you  know  my  opinion 
has  always  been  that  the  presence  of  the  Police  and  Volunteers  for 
the  defence  of  the  town,  instead  of  being  a  protection,  is  a  source  of 
danger  to  the  inhabitants.  He  asked  me  if  I  would  give  him  a  letter 
to  that  effect,  and  I  said  certainly  I  would,  and  further,  that  the 
inhabitants  were  constantly  urging  me  to  obtain  their  removal,  and 
that  I  would  tell  one  or  two  of  the  leading  men  that  if  they  asked 
me  to  meet  them  in  the  Court  Room  at  twelve  o'clock  I  would  do  so. 
This  was  carried  out,  and  a  resolution  was  unanimously  passed 
urging  the  withdrawal  of  the  Police  and  the  disl)andment  of  the 
Volunteers.  This  I  sent  to  Commissioner  Scott  with  a  letter  stating 
that  I  concurred  with  the  resolution.  Before  this  I  had  seen  Com- 
missioner Scott  again  at"  eleven  o'clock,  and  he  told  me  he  had 
positive  and  reliable  information  that  two  large  commandoes  were 
marching  on  the  town.  I  asked  him  if  he  thought  there  was  the 
remotest  possibility  of  his  offering  any  effective  opposition,  and  he 
said  No.  At  three  o'clock  he  informed  me  he  had  decided  to  retire 
and  to  disband  the  Volunteers, 
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This  Sunday  ha])peno(l  to  bo  Nachtniaal,  and  there  was  con- 
sequently a  large  nuniher  of  Dutch  farmers  in  town,  and  in  the 
course  of  the  morning  *  informed  me  that  four  influential 

men  had  been  ap])ointed  to  go  out  and  interview  the  Commandants 
and  officers  of  the  two  commandoes  sai)[)osed  to  Ije  marching  on  to 
the  town.  After  the  meeting  and  Commissioner  Scott's  deciding 
to  Mathdraw,  they  waited  on  me  and  asked  me  to  give  them  an 
authority  saying  there  Avould  be  no  active  opposition  in  the  event 
of  the  commandoes  marching  into  the  town.  I  accordingly  cave 
them  a  memo,  stating  that  I  had  been  informed  that  commandoes 
were  marching  on  to  Vryburg,  but  that  I  could  not  l)elieve  it  to  be 
true,  that  should  such  an  intention  exist  they  were  to  endeavour 
to  persuade  them  from  such  a  course,  but  that  if  they  persisted  in 
doing  so,  they  were  authorised  to  state  there  would  be  no  opposition. 
The  one  deputation  returned  the  same  evening,  finding  that  the  com- 
mando chey  w^ent  out  to  had  gone  off  in  the  direction  of  Taung.  T'le 
other  returned  on  Tuesday  and  stated  that  the  Commandant  in- 
formed them  that  the  Transvaal  were  not  at  war  wdth  the  Cape 
Colony,  and  that  the  Commando  was  there  to  fight  the  British  forces, 
and  to  prevent  men  and  munitions  of  war  going  up.  He,  however, 
further  said  that  he  had  intended  marching  on  to  Vryburg,  but  that 
as  the  Police  had  been  withdrawn,  he  did  not  know  if  it  would  be 
necessary,  and  that  in  any  case  if  no  opposition  was  offered,  no  out- 
rage of  any  sort  would  be  committed.  You  will  observe,  therefore, 
that  at  this  time  it  appeared  no  intention  existed  of  annexing  the 
country  or  even  permanently  occupying  the  town.  On  the  same  day, 
Tuesday,  I  was  informed  two  men  came  into  Vryburg,  who  stateci 
they  were  officers  of  the  other  commando,  and  came  to  see  what 
the  deputation  wanted.  I  did  not  see  them,  but  it  w^as  reported  that 
one  of  them  went  to  a  hill  near  the  hospital,  hoisted  the  Transvaal 
flag,  took  it  down  again,  and  went  away.  During  the  next  few- 
days  the  opinion  grew  stronger  that  the  commando  intended  to  (1) 
come  in,  and  on  the  20th  October,  I  issued  a  notice,  of  which  I  en- 
close a  copy,  urging  the  inhabitants  to  remain  quiet.  I  did  not  even 
then  think  there  was  any  intention  of  proclaiming  Vryburg  Trans- 
vaal territory.  In  (2)  the  evening,  how^ever,  of  the  same  day,  I  re- 
ceived a  letter,  copy  of  which  I  enclose,  from  Field  General  De  fa 
ReJ^  stating  he  intended  to  take  possession  of  Vryburg  in  the  nam- 
of  the  South  African  Republic  next  day,  if  necessary,  by  force  of 
arms.        (3)  I  annex  copy  of  my  reply. 

The  following  morning,  21st  Octoljer,  1899,  he  marched  into  the 
town  with  about  1,200  men,  and,  I  believe,  three  field  pieces.  He 
dismounted  at  the  office,  at  once  hoisted  the  Transvaal  flag,  and 
made  a  speech  proclaiming  the  Vryburg  district  pait  of  the  South 
African  Republic,  and  stating  that  he  believed  on  that  day  the 
whole  of  Bechuanaland  was  added  to  the  Transvaal,  and  Griqua- 
land  West  to  the  Orange  Free  State.  He  further  stated  that  all 
private  persons  who  remained  quiet  and  attended  to  their  busi- 
nesses would  not  be  molested,  that  he  was  glad  to  say  several  Vry- 
burgburghers  had  already  joined  him,  and  he  hoped  more  would  do 
so.  At  the  close  of  his  speech  some  of  his  men  struck  up  what  I 
presume  was  the  Transvaal  National  Anthem,  but  it  was  a  failure, 
and  there  was  absolutely  no  expression  of  feeling  or  opinion  on  the 
part  of  the  persons  present.  After  this  the  Krijgsraad  sat  in  the 
Court  Room,  and  in  the  course  of  the  morning  they  sent  for  me,  and 
took  down  the  names  of  my  staff.  I  then  said  I  presumed  from 
their  action  and  the  General's  remarks  they  ordered  Government 
servants  out  of  the  country ;  they  said  yes.      I  had  already  spoken 
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to  some  of  the  Civil  Servants,  and  we  had  agreed  that  if  the  Boers 
took  over  the  country  it  was  our  duty  if  possible  to  get  out  of  it,  so 
1  asked  the  Krijgsraad  if  they  would  give  us  a  safe  conduct  pass  and 
an  escort,  which  they  agreed  to,  and  I  said  we  offeied  no  objection 
to  going  out.  I  subsequently  said  to  the  Secretary  that  as  they  had 
ordered  us  out,  they  should  provide  us  with  transport,  but  he  said  it 
was  quite  out  of  the  question,  and  I  therefore  bought  two  M^agons 
and  oxen,  eight  additional  oxen  to  bring  out  Mrs.  Hoole  and  family, 
who  had  a  wagon  and  one  horse.  On  the  28th  I  sent  in  a  list  of 
all  ])ersons  who  wished  to  go,  comprising  almost  all  the  Civil  Ser- 
vants and  a  few  private  individuals.  There  were  three  Cape  Police- 
men who  were  in  hospital  when  the  Police  left,  and  who  were 
anxious  to  accompany  us,  but  the  Krijgsraad  refused  to  allow  them. 
Ihere  were  also  a  number  of  railway  employees  who,  I  understand, 
applied  to  be  allowed  to  come  out,  but  were  refused.  I  asked  to 
proceed  via  Kimberley,  as  I  did  not  know  it  was  so  closely  invested 
as  I  since  found  to  be  the  case,  and  I  thought  it  possible  we  might 
meet  a  relieving  force,  in  which  case  I  said  Civil  Servants  should 
return.  On  Tuesday  morning  I  was  told  it  was  all  right,  and  ac- 
cordingly got  the  wagons  ready,  but  did  not  receive  the  safe  conduct 
pass  untilfour  o'clock,  just  as  the  wagons  were  starting.  It  stated 
we  were  to  proceed  to  Fourteen  Streams,  where  we  should  receive 
further  instructions,  and  that  we  were  not  to  communicate  with  any 
of  the  enemies  of  the  Transvaal  (copy  of  pass  annexed).  (4.)  The 
commando  started  the  same  afternoon,  and  we  followed  it  to  Four- 
teen Streams.  There  we  were  directed  to  follow  on  to  Windsorton 
Road,  where  the  Field  General  said  he  should  meet  the  Free  State 
Commandant,  and  arrange  our  route.  When  we  got  there  we  found 
he  had  gone  on  to  Riverton  Road  without  leaving  any  directions. 
We  followed,  and  from  there  were  sent  to  Commandant  Du  Plessis' 
commando,  which  was  in  the  Free  State,  about  nine  miles  east  of 
Riverton  Road.  From  there  we  were  sent  under  escort  to  Jacobs- 
daal  where  we  learnt  that  the  bridge  at  Hope  Town,  which  we  had 
intended  to  make  for,  was  rendered  impassable,  so  after  some  time, 
we  were  sent  to  Dalton's  Pont.  The  Landdrost  of  Jacobsdaal,  and 
the  Special  J. P.,  Luckhoff,  took  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  get  us  over 
at  this  place,  and  from  there  we  made  for  Krankuil,  and  then  came 
on  by  train  to  Cape  Town. 

At  Krankuil,  being  instructed  to  hand  over  the  wagons,  oxen, 
etc.,  to  the  Civil  Commissioner,  Hope  Town,  I  handed  them  over  to 
the  Field  Cornet  there  at  the  request  of  the  Civil  Commissioner. 

On  the  23rd  October  I  addressed  a  letter  to  Field  General  De  la 
Rey,  asking  him  to  give  me  an  assurance  that  persons  remaining  in 
the  town  and  district  would  not  be  molested,  (5)  and  enclose  notice 
with  translation  of  his  reply,  giving  me  an  assurance  that  all  private 
persons  who  remained  quiet  and  peaceable,  and  looked  after  their 
properties  w^ould  not  in  any  way  be  molested.  This  I  had  primed 
and  circulated  amongst  the  inhabitants,  to  whom  it  gave  great  satis- 
faction, indeed  I  may  say  that  there  was  no  apprehension  of  any 
molestation,  and  some  who  had  left  the  town  returned,  and  some 
who  had  come  in  from  their  farms  expressed  their  intention  of  re- 
turning. 

Before  leaving  I  gave  an  authority  to  Messrs.  M.  C.  Genis,  Regis- 
trar of  Deeds  and  J.P.,  A.  Beaumont,  Captain  of  Volunteers,  and  Dr. 
Nugent,  J.P.,  to  act  as  representatives  of  the  Colonial  Government 
in  the  event  of  the  Transvaal  authorities  evacuating,  until  the  arrival 
of  duly  constituted  authority. 
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In  conclusion  I  may  say  that  the  soizuro  of  Vrybnvs;  was  effected 
without  outrage  on  the  persons  or  property  of  any  individuals.  Thev 
took  possession  of  all  Government  property,  including,  I  believe,  all 
goods  in  the  railway  goods  shed,  and  expressed  the  intention  of 
looting  all  places  abandoned  by  the  owner.  So  far  as  1  am  aware, 
only  one  place  in  the  district  was  looted  where  the  owner  remained 
in  possession,  and  I  understand  the  Commandant  told  the  owner  the 
men  should  be  punished  and  that  he  would  be  com})ensated  ])y  Gov- 
ernment. They  commandeered  a  lot  of  supplies  from  the  stores, 
and  paid  for  them  with  good-fors  on  the  Transvaal  Treasury. 

As  regards  my  party,  we  were  treated  with  uniform  courtesy 
and  kindness,  though  we  of  course  felt  we  were  in  a  state  of  some 
custody.  At  the  request  of  the  members  of  my  party,  I  addressed  a 
letter  to  the  Landdrost  of  Jacobsdaal  expressing  an  appreciation  of 
the  courtesy  with  which  we  had  been  treated,  and  of  the  trouble  ho 
and  other  officials  had  taken  in  getting  us  across  the  Orange  Riv(>r. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  R.  TILLARD, 

Acting  C.C.  and  R.M.,  Vrvburg. 


P.S. — I  may  mention  that  there  are  practically  no  breadstuffs 
in  Vryburg,  and  there  appears  no  probability  of  getting  any. 

(Signed)  R.T. 


NOTICE  TO  ALL  INHABITANTS  OF  VRYBURG. 

As  it  is  possible  that  a  Transvaal  Commando  may  pass  through 
Vryburg,  I  think  it  advisable  to  caution  all  inhabitants  to  remain 
perfectly  quiet  and  avoid  all  exhibition  of  feeling. 

I  was  never  myself  apprehensive  that  any  outrage  of  any  sort 
would  be  committed,  and  all  are  now  aware  that  we  have  received 
positive  assurance  that  this  will  be  the  case. 

I  should  strongly  recommend  all  persons  who  feel  excited  about 
the  matter  to  remain  quietly  in  their  houses  while  the  commando  is 
in  town. 

I  would  also  take  this  opportunity  of  earnestly  imploring  all 
inhabitants  to  avoid  manifesting  any  feeling  of  elation  or  pleasure 
in  the  event  of  news  being  received  of  a  success  on  either  side,  especi- 
ally in  the  presence  of  any  person  to  whom  such  manifestation 
might  be  displeasing.  It  is  only  in  this  wa.y  that  the  good  feeling, 
which  I  am  pleased  to  say  has  been  exhibited  by  all  classes  of  the 
community,  can  be  expected  to  be  maintained. 

(Signed)  R.  TILLARD, 

Resident  Magistrate. 
Vn-burg,  20th  October,  1899. 


Translation.] 

Vryburg,  October,  1899. 

Permission  is  hereby  granted  to  Messrs.  Richard  Tillard,  for- 
merly Resident  Magistrate  of  Vryburg,  W.  C.  Edwards,  A.  B.  Hof- 
meyr,  W.  Scott,  R.  J.  Penrose,  C.  Malan,  J.  S.  Le  R©ux,  D.  Brink,  R. 
Hartley,  F.  W.  Dennison,  Slater,  (A.G.),  F.  W.  Denyssen,  W.  Eraser, 
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Seymour  Maxy,  T.  C.  Scott,  J.  Hansen,  L.  0.  Tillard,  and  M.  Horni- 
niann,  as  well"  as  Mrs.  Hoole,  Mrs.  Hofmeyr,  antl  Mrs.  Hartley,  and 
Mrs.  Hoole's  five  children  (James,  Mary,  Reggie,  Daisy,  and  God- 
frey), and  two  other  children  (Cecil  and  John  Pitchard)  to  proceed 
from  here  with  three  wagons,  one  cart,  and  their  personal  effects  to 
Fourteen  Streams. 

All  Commandants,  Field  Cornets,  and  other  oflficers  are  re- 
quested to  allow  this  })arty  to  pass  unhindered,  subject,  of  course, 
to  the  right  of  indicating  along  which  road  or  route  the  party  is  to 
travel. 

Further,  the  Commandants  and  otiicers  of  the  Orange  Free  State 
are  kindly  requested  to  extend  this  pass  from  Fourteen  Streams  to 
a  point  north  of  the  Orange  River,  and  to  point  out  to  the  party  the 
way  along  which  it  is  to  travel. 

The  persons  to  whom  this  pass  is  granted  must  travel  along 
such  route  as  may  be  pointed  out  to  them,  and  must  carry  a  white 
flag  with  their  wagons. 

They  must  not  go  in  the  vicinity  of  any  camj)  of  the  forces  of 
the  enemies  of  the  South  African  Republic,  and  must  strictly  abstain 
from  holding  or  attempting  to  hold  any  communication  with  the 
enemies  of  the  South  African  Republic. 

If  the  persons  do  not  carry  out  the  conditions  of  this  pass,  it  will 
lapse  and  be  of  no  value. 

(N.B. — Mr.  Tillard  and  his  son,  L.  0.  Tillard,  have  permission  to 
depart  a  few  days  later  by  cart  and  four  horses,  which  will  return 
here.) 

(Signed)  J.  H.  DE  LA  REY, 

Fighting  General  of  S.A.R. 


Boshof  Laager,  Kameelpan,  1/11/99. 
I,  the  undersigned,  hereby  certify  that  I  have  seen  the  certificate 
granted  by  General  De  la  Rey  to  Richard  Tillard,  Magistrate,  and 
party,  to  proceed  from  Fourteen  Streams  to  a  point  north  of  the 
Orange  Free  State,  and  that  I  approve  of  the  same.  I  will  show 
them  the  way  to  Main  Camp  (Hoofd  Laager). 

(Signed)  J.  A.  DU  PLESSIS, 

Commandant. 


From  Jacobsdal  to  Adamshoop,  and  from  there  direct  to  Dalton's 
Pont. 

All  burghers  are  kindly  requested  to  show  Mr.  Tillard  and  his 
olficers  every  attention  possible,  and  to  supply  him  with  necessaries 
when  desired  by  him,  and  to  otherwise  assist  him  when  necessary. 

(Signed)  F.  W.  VAN  HEERDEN, 

Landdrost. 
Landdrost's  Office,  Jacobsdal,  Ith  November,  1899. 
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ASSURANCE  OF  FREE  HABITATION  OF  BRITISH  SUBJECTS 
IN  VRYBURG  AND  DISTRICT. 

Translation  of  extract  from  a  letter  dated  Vryburg,  October  24, 
1899,  signed  by  N.  J.  De  Wet,  Secretary,  l)y  order"  of  the  High  Hon- 
ourable Krijgsraad : — 

"As  for  the  assurance  sought  I  am  instructed  to  inform  you 
that  the  Hon.  Krijgsraad  gives  you  the  assurance  that  all 
private  persons  in  town  or  district  who  remain  quiet  and 
peaceable  and  look  after  their  properties  will  not,  in  any 
way,  be  molested,  and  that  orders  to  this  effect  has  (sic) 
been  given  to  all  the  men." 

This  is  an  (sic)  true  extract  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  as 
Magistrate,  Vryburg, 

(Signed)  R.  TILLARD, 


Translation.] 

Vryburg,  24/10/99. 
R.  Tillard,  Esq., 

Magistrate,  Vryburg. 

Sir, — I  have  been  instructed  by  the  Honourable  the  Councd  of 
War  to  inform  you  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  23rd,  that  permis- 
sion is  granted  by  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  War  to  Messrs.  W. 
Edwards  and  Hofmeyr  to  store  their  effects,  furniture,  etc.,  in  one 
of  the  rooms  of  the  houses  (occupied  by  them). 

With  reference  to  the  second  question,  viz.,  the  granting  of  per- 
mission to  a  few  persons  to  depart  with  you,  the  Honourable  the 
Council  of  War  are  not  in  a  position  to  decide  in  this  matter,  as  the 
names  of  the  persons  in  question  are  not  before  them. 

They  must  therefore  approach  the  Honourable  the  Government 
of  the  South  African  Republic,  or  the  representative  of  that  Govern- 
ment, who  will  be  i^ent  here  at  an  early  date. 

As  regards  the  three  policemen  who  are  in  the  hospital,  the 
Honourable  the  Council  of  War  are  not  in  a  position  to  accede  to 
their  request,  and  they  must  therefore  remain  here  peacefully. 

With  regard  to  the  hospital,  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  War 
find  it  extremely  difficult  for  an  advancing  army  to  deal  with  this 
matter,  but  they  will  bring  the  matter  to  the  notice  of  the  Honour- 
able the  Government  of  the  South  African  Re])ublic. 

The  Council  have  further  taken  notice  of  your  letter  regarding 
the  general  condition  of  need  and  poverty. 

With  regard  to  the  assurance  asked  for  by  you,  I  am  instructed 
by  the  Honoura])le  the  Council  of  War  to  convey  to  you  their  as- 
surance that  all  private  persons  who  remain  peacefully  on  their  pro- 
perties will  not  in  any  way  be  molested,  and  that  instructions  to  that 
effect  have  been  issued  to  all  persons. 

By  order  of  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  War, 

(Signed)  N.  J.  DE  WET, 

Secretary. 
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Translation.] 

S.A.R.  Commando,  Dovendale,  October  20,  1899. 

The  Mavor  or  Resident  Ma2;istrate, 
Vryburg. 

Sir, — I  wish  hereby  to  give  you,  together  with  the  other  inhabi- 
tants of  the  village  of  Vryburg,  notice,  that  it  is  my  intention,  in  the 
name  of  the  South  African  Republic,  to  take  possession  of  Vryburg, 
bv  force  of  arms  should  that  be  necessary. 

As  I  would,  lu)wever,  not  like  to  proceed  to  that  extreme,  and 
am  anxious  to  avoid  any  bloodshed,  this  is  written  to  advise  you,  on 
behalf  of  the  inhal)itants,  to  hand  over  to  me,  peaceably,  the  pos- 
session of  the  place. 

Should  I  not  receive  a  reply  to  this  before  to-morrow  (Saturday) 
morning,  at  seven  o'clock,  I  shall,  to  my  regret,  have  to  consider  that 
you  have  refused  to  avail  yourself  of  my  warning. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  J.  H.  DE  LA  REY, 
Fighting  General  of  the  S.A.R. 


Z.A.R.  Commando,  Dovendale,  October  20,  1899. 

Den  Wei.  Ed.  Heer,  Burgemeester  of  Resident  Magistraat, 
Vryburg. 

Wei.  Ed.  Heer, — Hiermede  wensch  ik  UEd.  en  de  inwoners  van 
het  dorp  Viyburg  kennis  te  geven  dat  ik  voornemen  ben  hey  dorp 
Vryburg  in  naam  van  het  volk  der  Zuid  Afrikaansche  Republiek  in 
bezit  te  nemen  indien  nood  met  geweld  van  wapenen. 

Daar  ik  echter  ongaarne  tot  dit  uiterste  wil  overgaan  en  gaarne 
bloedtorting  wil  vermijden,  dien  dit  schryven  om  UEd.  aan  te  manen 
namens  de  inwoners  bezit  van  het  dorp  op  vreedzame  wijze  aan  mij 
te  overhandigen. 

Indien  ik  hierop  geen  antwoord  ontvang  voor  morgen  (Zaterdag) 
om  7  uur  voormiddags,  zal  ik  tot  mijn  leedweze  moeten  beschouwen 
dat  UEd.  weigert  aan  mijne  aanmening  gevolg  te  geven. 

Ik  heb,  enz., 

(Signed)  J.  H.  DE  LA  REY, 

Vecht  Generaal  der  Z.A.R. 


Resident  Magistrate's  Office,  Vrvburg, 

20th  OctobcH*;  1899. 
Held  General  De  la  Rey, 

Dovendale. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  this  day's  date,  saying  you  intend  to  take  possession  of 
Vryburg  to-morrow  on  behalf  of  the  South  African  Repul)lic. 

In  reply  I  have  only  to  say  that  I  always  was  of  opinion  that  the 
Traiisvaal  forces  would  not  molest  any  place  in  which  there  are  no 
British  troops,  l)ut  if  you  are  resolved  on  this  course  there  will  be 
no  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  or  the  inhabitants.  I 
beg  to  enclose  copy  of  notice  which  I  this  dav  issued  to  the  inhabi- 
tants as  to  their  behaviour. 

I  have  also  to  state  that  I  have  issued  an  order  closing  all  can- 
teens and  bottle  stores,  and  I  look  with  confidence  to  your  concur- 
rence and  assistance  in  this  matter. 
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If  you  will  inform  nio  of  the  lime  when  you  will  arrive,  I  will 
go  out  to  meet  you  accompauied  by  Mr.  Field  Cornet  Geeringli  and 
Mr.  M.  C.  Genis,  at  the  entrance  of  the  town. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  R.  TILLAED, 


Confidential.] 

Office  of  the  Civil  Commissioner  of  Fort  Beaufort, 

28th  November,  1899. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department, 
Cape  Town. 

FURTHER  REPORT  RE  VRYBURG. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  my  report  of  the  14th  inst.,  I  have  tiie 
honour  further  to  state  that  from  the  information  I  received,  I  be- 
lieve a  considerable  number  of  persons  resident  in  the  Vryburg 
district,  and  subjects  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  joined  the  forces 
of  the  South  African  Republic.  *'  ,  *  ,  who  was  one  of 
the  deputation  who  went  out  to  the  commando,  informed  me  that 
he  saw  some  who  had  clearly  joined,  and  cautioned  some  as  to  the 
serious  risk  they  ran.  Proclamation  No.  277  had  been  widely  cir- 
culated before  this,  as  a  great  number  of  farmers  were  in  on  the 
13th  and  14th  for  Nachtmaal,  and  I  had  had  copies  freely  circulated. 
Vecht  Generaal  De  la  Rey  also,  wdio  took  possLhsion  of  Vryburg, 
stated  in  his  speech  that  a  considerable  number  had  voluntarily 
joined,  and  that  he  hoped  more  would  do  so.  I  was  informed  that 
about  200  joined  at  Vryburg,  and  that  more  joined  when  the  com- 
mando passed  Dr}^  Hartz,  l)ui  I  was  not  able  to  verify  the  numbers. 
I  may  state  that  I  saw  most  of  the  Field  Cornets  after  I  sent  the 
Premier's  wire  to  them,  enjoining  them  to  use  their  influence  in  al- 
laying feeling,  etc.,  and  they  assured  me  they  had  successfully 
carried  out  Mr.  Schreiner's  directions.         *  *         especially 

assured  me  that  he  had  been  round  amongst  his  people,  and  that 
they  had  promi'sed  to  remain  quiet.  I  could  not  bring  any  docu- 
mentary evidence,  as  I  was  particularly  told  that  no  papers  co\dd 
be  taken  bearing  on  the  situation,  and  that  all  letters,  etc.,  were  to 
be  open  for  inspection.  I  fully  expected  oar  things  would  be 
searched,  but  this  was  not  done. 

There  is  another  point  I  think  I  should  allude  to.  It  was  cur- 
rently stated  by  the  English  in  Vryliurg,  and  I  believe  published  in 
the  newspapers,  that  the  commando  came  in  in  response  to  invita- 
tion of  the  deputation  and  inhabitants,  and  I  was  informed  by      * 

*  *        that  he  could  produce  evidence  that        *  *    ; 

and         *  #        ^  *  *  *         actually  asked 

them  to  do  so.  I  cannot  believe  this  to  have  been  the  case.  * 
I  believe  proved  his  thorough  loyalty  at  the  time  of  the  former  rel)el- 
lion  in  *  .  I  have  known  him  intimately  for  many  years,  and 
frequently  consulted  him  on  *  questions,  and  have  never  had  any 
reason  to  doubt  his  loyalty ;  his  last  words  *  were  "  Tell  * 
he  may  rely  on  my  being  true  to  my  colours."  *  I  have  also 
known  for  a  long  time,  and  cannot  imagine  he  would  be  guilty  of 
such  an  act.  I  think  it  is  pretty  evident  that  at  the  time  of  the  de- 
putation going  out,  there  was  no  intention  of  taking  possession  of 

[A.  5—1900.]  Z 
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\'r\  hiui,',  and  that  this  intention  was  changed  by  direct  orders  froni 
the  Traiisvaal  Government,  by  whom  the  proclamation  annexing 
the  country,  I  believe,  was  issued.  I  would  not  say  that  the  tV;vour- 
able  feeling  which  may  have  been  shown  by  some  of  the  inhabitants 
may  not  have  had  some  influence  in  the  matter,  but  I  can  also  say 
this,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  when  it  was  thought  the  com- 
mando was  coming  in,  many  of  the  Dutch  appeared  almost  as  much 
alarmed  as  the  English  people,  several  farmers  also,  both  l)efore  and 
after  this,  and  botli  English  and  Dutch,  asked  me  what  they  could  do 
if  the  country  was  proclaimed  and  they  were  commandeered,  I  said 
they  certainly  should  not  obey'.  They  asked  what  they  were  to  do 
if  thov  threatened  to  shoot  them,  and  I  said  I  looked  upon  this  as  out 
of  the  question,  and  the  only  advice  I  could  give  them  was  to  refuse. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  R.  TILLARD, 

Civil  Commissioner. 


Resident  Magistrate's  Office, 

Vryburg,  16th  July,  1900. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department, 
Cape  Town. 

REPORT  ON  CONDITION  OF  DISTRICT  DURING  BOER 

OCCUPATION. 

Sir, — As  directed  by  your  telegram  No.  3,150,  I  have  the  honour 
to  report  on  the  general  state  of  this  district  during  the  Boer  occu- 
pation :  — 

1.  I  find  that  the  number  of  registered  voters  ig  1,034,  and  I 
estimate  that  the  number  that  died  or  left  the  district  prior  to  Boer 
occupation  at  150;  leaving  884.  Of  these,  from  the  information  I 
have  been  able  to  gather,  I  estimate  that  the  number  that  joined  the 
enemy  was  502;  doubtful,  70;  remained  loyal,  312;  total,  884.  This 
gives  55  per  cent,  as  the  proportion  that  joined  the  rebels,  and  65  ])er 
cent,  counting  the  doubtfuls.  Taking  the  Dutch  voters  I  find  there 
are  about  607,  which  gives  85  per  cent,  who  joined,  and  95  per  cent, 
counting  the  douljtfuls.  The  doubtfuls  did  not  leave  the  country, 
nor  do  I  consider  they  refused  to  join,  so  the  proportion  of  these  will 
be  35  per  cent  of  the  whole  Voter's  List,  and  5  per  cent,  of  Dutchmen. 

2.  When  the  enemj^  took  possession  of  the  country,  there  was  no 
commandeering  for  some  time,  only  volunteers  being  taken.  In 
November  and  December,  however,  lists  were  sent  round  by  which 
all  people  willing  to  join  were  commandeered.  These  lists  appear 
to  have  been  used  by  the  persons  taking  them  round  as  Commandeer 
Briefen,  a.nd  I  have  reason  to  think  that  a  considerable  number  of 
the  ignorant  Boers  believed  the  representations  made  that  they  were 
commandeered;  no  active  measures,  however,  were  "taken 
against  any  persons  under  these  commandeer  lists, 
but  I  understand  that  it  was  represented  that  coer- 
cive measures  were  to  be  taken,  and  some  of  those 
who  were  drawing  rations  for  their  families  were  told  that  they 
would  l)e  withdrawn  if  they  did  not  go.  A  large  number,  however, 
of  English,  and  some  Dutch,  were  ordered  out  of  the  country  in 
November  as  "  Undesirables." 
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3.  In  January  actual  commandeering  was  carried  on,  and  there 
were  several  instances  of  persons  who  refused  to  join  being  made 
prisoners  and  sent  away;  there  were,  however,  some  instances  in 
which  persons  who  were  commandeered  did  not  join,  and  were  not 
molested. 

4.  It  does  not  appear  that  any  ])articular  restraint  was  put  on 
these  people  that  did  not  join,  further  tlian  that  they  were  regarded 
with  suspicion,  and  if  it  was  found  that  they  induced  others  not  to 
join,  they  were  sent  away  as  prisoners. 

5.  The  Colonial  rebels  appear  to  have  taken  an  active  part  in 
urging  commandeering,  and  the  turning  out  of  all  those  who  were 
suspected  of  having  British  sympathies  T  indeed,  I  do  not  think  it  is 
saying  too  much  to  say  that  the  commandeering  was  principally 
due  to  those  who  either  had  joined  or  wished  to  do  so.  When  the 
party  was  sent  away  in  November,  they  Avent  to  Christiana,  and  were 
sent  back  from  there,  but  the  persons  then  in  power  refused  to  alhnv 
them  to  come  back  to  Vryburg,  as  they  said  the  rebels  stated  they 
would  lay  down  their  arms  if  they  were  allowed  to  remain.  SomV 
Colonial  rebels  took  prominent  jjarts  in  the  War,  and  in  inducing 
others  to  join. 

6.  When  the  Transvaal  forces  came  in  they  looted  all  Govern- 
ment property,  in  which  they  were  largely  assisted  by  rebels ;  there 
was  not,  however,  much  looting  of  private  property,  and  I  thinlv 
what  was  done  was  carried  out  principally  by  rebels.  It  is,  I  thinlc, 
the  universally  expressed  opinion  of  all  loyals  who  remained  here 
that  most  of  their  ill-treatment  was  due  to  the  Colonial  rebels.  It 
is,  however,  to  be  observed,  that  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  m 
which  persons  left  the  country,  and  left  their  stock  on  their  farms 
it  was  not  interfered  with. 

7.  Generally  speaking,  therefore,  the  condition  of  the  district  ap- 
pears to  have  been  that  all  Dutchmen  who  were  believed  not  to  be 
in  sympathy  with  the  rebels,  and  all  English  and  others  who  sho^ved 
or  were  suspected  of  1)eing  in  sympathy  with  the  British  were  either 
ordered  or  turned  out  of  the  country.  There  were,  however,  some 
curious  exceptions  to  this  rule. 

8.  In  May  preparations  were  being  made  to  send  all  English  tju: 
of  the  country,  but  this  was  not  carried  out,  owing  to  the  receipt 
of  the  news  of  the  approach  of  the  Flying  Column. 

9.  I  have  already  stated  that  from  the  information  I  had  been 
able  to  gather,  I  am  of  opinion  that  500  voters  joined  the  Queen's 
enemies,  of  these  probably  about  100  did  not  actually  take  up  arms, 
but  there  was  a  large  number  of  young  men  not  on  the  Voter's  List 
who  joined.  I  estimate  these  at  400  or  500,  which  gives  800  or  900 
as  the  number  I  estimate  as  having  taken  up  arms. 

10.  With  regard  to  the  proportion  of  those  who  joined  willingly 
or  otherwise,  I  estimate  that  only  about  15  per  cent,  actually  volur  ■ 
teered,  that  about  65  per  cent,  joined  under  persuasion,  and  more 
or  less  pressure,  and  that  20  per  cent,  were  actually  commandeered. 

11.  On  receipt  of  your  telegram  I  addressed  a  circular  letter    to 

*  and  enclose  reply  from         *  * 

*  ,  who  I  have  requested  to  consider  himself        *  * 
pending  appointment. 

and        *  *        .      I  have  received  no  reply  from         *  *  , 

and  I  have  had  no  means  of  communicating  wilh  *        .        In 

conclusion  I  have  to  state  that  my  time  is  fully  taken  up  with  other 
matters  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  devote  the  attention  I  should 
like  to  this  important  matter,  at  the  same  time  I  may  say  the  estim- 
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ates  I  have  framed  are  the  result  of  a  good  deal  of  labour,  and  I 
think  \vill  be  found  to  be  fairly  accurate. 

I  may  add  that  (he  Intelligence  Department  are  framing  a  list 
of  all  known  rebels  foiimled  on  actual  affidavits. 

This,  I  believe,  will  be  completed  in  a  few  days,  and  will,  of 
course,  l)e  more  relial)le  than  my  estimates. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  R.  TILLARD, 

Acting  Resident  Magistrate. 


*        B.  Bechuanaland,  12/7/1900. 

The  Resident  Magistrate, 
Vryburg. 

STATE  OF  DISTRICT  DURING  OCCUPATION  OF  QUEEN'S 

ENEMIES. 

Sir,— With  reference  to  your  circular  letter  of  the  4th  inst.,  I 
have  the  honour  to  reply  to  the  questions  therein  as  under:  — 

1.  About  one-seventh  of  the  people.  (I  presume  this  should  be 
1-lOth,  (i-lOths,  3-lOths.) 

2.  About  six-sevenths. 

3.  About  three-sevenths. 

4.  All  able-ljodied  men  between  certain  ages  were  comm_an- 
deered,  and  if  they  refused  duty,  were  either  sent  into  the  Colony 
or  placed  in  gaol.  For  all  stock,  etc.,  commandeered,  orders  Avore 
given,  to  be  paid  l)y  Transvaal  Government. 

5.  Imprisoned. 

6.  No  looting  was  done  by  Transvaal  people  as  far  as  I  know 
All  the  looting  that  was  done  was  by  rebels. 

7.  Very  few. 

The  above  information  is  only  with  respect  to         * 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)         *  * 


*       ,  6th  July,  1900. 

To  the  Resident  Magistrate, 
Vryburg. ' 

Sir, — In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  4th,  I  beg  to  send  you  the 
following  information,  which  I  believe  to  be  correct:  — 

1.  90  per  cent,  joined  the  Boer  forces. 

2.  6  per  cent,  refused  to  join. 

?).  Two  loyals  were  sent  out  of  the  district. 

4.  All  who  did  not  join  the  invaders  as  volunteers  when  the 
invaders  took  possession  of  VrjdDurg  had  a  notice  served  on  them  by 
a  Colonial  rebel  who  called  himself  a  Field  Cornet,  which  notice  was 
an  invitation  to  appear  at  the  Court  House,  with  horse,  rifle,  rind 
eight  days'  provisions,  and  he  would  there  receive  a  Commandeer 
Brief;  this  brief  would  save  them  from  being  punished  as  rebelf?. 
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5.  All  who  refused  to  identify  themselves  with  the  invnders  y:ore 
ordered  to  leave  the  district,  unless  they  got  a  special  i)eruiit  to 
remain. 

6.  One  store  and  the  cattle  of  two  loyals  were  looted. 

7.  A  number  of  Colonial  rebels  took  a  prominent  part  against  the 
loyals;  they  were  far  more  bitter  against  the  loyals  than  the  in- 
vaders.     They  seem  to  U\ke  the  lead  in  all  aggressive  measures. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)         *  * 


*       ,  13th  July,  1900. 

The  Eesident  Magistrate, 
Vryburg. 

Sir, — In  repl}^  to  your  letter  of  4th  July,  I  beg  to  state  roughly 
as  follows:  — 

1.  Out  of  150  registered  voters  in  *  only  as  far  as  I  can 
remember  remained  loyal,  these  were  or  are  chiefly  farmers,  two 
being  storekeepers,  and  one  manager  of  works  at  *  ,  the  21 
mentioned  were  either  ( ?  English)  or  of  English  descent,  the  Dutch 
generally  joining  the  Boer  forces,  many  not  waiting  to  be  comman- 
deered. 

2.  One  half  the  voters  in  *  only  were  commandeered 
and  willingly  went  on  commando. 

3.  So  far  as  I  know  ten  registered  voters  either  left  *  to 
avoid  joining  or  were  sent  out  by  the  Boer  authorities. 

4.  Commandeering  of  persons  were  not  heavy;  those  who  were 
willing  to  serve  or  assist  were  commandeered. 

5.  All  persons  who  did  not  identify  themselves  with  the  Boers 
were  ordered  or  sent  out  of  the  country. 

6.  Looting  was  not  carried  on  to  a  very  great  extent  until  the 
approach  of  the  first  British  force,  when  the  rebels  began  clearing, 
and  looting  commenced  freely.  In  this  ward  I  do  not  know  of 
any  very  prominent  Colonial  rebels,  though  most  Colonials  were 
willing  t:o  assist  the  invaders  and  did  assist.  Further  I  beg  to  state 
a  few  people  who  Vvere  not  registered  voters  left  the  country  from 

*  to  avoid  taking  up  arms  against  the  Imperial  Government, 
also  all  persons  who  were  commandeered  by  the  Boers  and  would 
not  take  up  arms  against  the  Imperial  Government  were  given  so 
much  time  to  leave  the  district,  and  if  they  did  not  so  leave  they 
were  sent  across  the  border  by  the  Boer  authorities. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)         *  * 


*  I  presume  *  means  all  who  are  not  an  age,  as  he 

remained  on  his  farm  and  did  not  identify  himself  with  the  Boers? 
He  is  over  60. 

(Signed)  R.T., 

E.M. 
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Resident  Magistrate's  Office,  Vryburg, 

10th  July,  1900. 

Sir,— In  reply  to  your  asking  al)Oul  the  general  ('(condition)  of 
the  district,  during  the  occuj)ati()n  of  the  Queen's  enemies,  I  be;>  to 
state  to  my  best  knowledge  that, 

1.  3-6ths  joined  the  enemy's  forces; 

2.  2-(3ths  rt'fused  to  join,  l)ut,  being  commandeered,  went; 

3.  l-6th.  Some  of  these  left  on  receipt  of  notice  to  leave,  and 
remainder  were  arrested  and  sent  out; 

4.  First  Volunteer  lists  in  deceiving  shape  of  commandeer  lists 
were  sent  out,  then  second  commandeer  lists  in  a  more  stringent 
form,  and  thirdly  commandeer  hriefen  made  out  on  each  person, 
signed  by  the  J. P. ; 

5.  Answered  in  No.  3  question ; 

6.  I  do  not  know  of  any  looting,  but  cattle  were  taken,  sail  on 
account  of  owners  assisting  Imperial  forces; 

7.  Yes;  Colonials  did.  I  saw  no  Transvaaler  at  my  place  until 
the  day  of  arrest  of  myself  and  children.  When  in  Vryburg  in  the 
olhce  of  the  J. P.,  I  saw  some  Colonials  with  the  J. P.  Although  they 
did  (?not)  say  a  word,  I  nevertheless  thought  that  they  were  some 
sort  of  a  council. 

Lastly,  very  few  were  allowed  to  remain  on  permits. 

I  have,  etc., 


(Signed) 


*  * 


Office  of  the  Resident  Magistrate, 

Vryburg,  23/7/1900.     D.  7/684/1900. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department, 
Cape  Town. 

RFPORrS  ON  STATE  OF  DISTRICT  DURING  OCCUPATION. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  copies  of  reports  by 
*         : —         *  *  *  *         on  the  above  sub- 

ject.    The  reports  of  other        *        were  despatched  to  you  on     * 
instant. 

I  have,  etc., 

-      (Signed)  R.  TILLARD, 

Acting  R.M. 


*        ,  16th  July,  1900. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  state  in  answer  to  yours  of  the  4th 
July  in  re  "  General  state  of  District  during  Boer  Occupation  "  :  — 

1.  Quite  75  per  cent,  joined  the  Boers. 

2.  Quite  24  per  cent,  refused  to  join. 

3.  Quite  22  per  cent,  left  the  district,  either  to  avoid  having  to 
join,  or  having  been  sent  out. 

4.  The  extent  of  commandeering  was  considerable. 
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5.  They  were  threatened  with  imprisonment  and  fines. 

6.  Looting  was  carried  on  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  the  goods 
taken  mostly  belonged  to  loyalists. 

7.  Colonial  rebels  did  take  special  and  prominent  parts  in  the 
direction  of  affairs  against  loyalists,  e.g.,         *        ;         *        ;      *     ; 

*        ;         *       ,  and  others. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)         *  *        , 

*  * 

To  R.  Tillard,  Esq.,  R.M., 
Vryburg. 


REPORT  ON  THE  GENERAL  STATE  OF  *        ,  VRYBURCx 

DIVISION,  DURING  ITS  OCCUPATION  BY  THE  BOERS. 

The  first  intimation  we  had  in  *  of  the  outbreak  of  hos- 
tilities was  from  *  ,  who  arrived  here  on  the  15th  October, 
1899,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  hut  tax ;  the  Cape  Police,  six  (6) 
in  number,  left  the  district  on  the  19th  October  for  Kuruman,  and  on 
or  about  the  3rd  November,  a  Transvaal  official  named  Van  der 
Heever,  accompanied  by  *  (at  one  time  Field  Cornet  and  J. P. 
for  *  )  and  two  other  rebels  visited  the  police  camp,  breaking 
open  the  various  rooms  and  searching  for  the  police  ammunition, 
which  they  did  not  find,  having  been  safely  buried  by  *  and 
*  before  his  leaving  for  *  .  The  Government  property 
was  ultimately  taken  to  Vryburg  by  the  above  mentioned  * 
and  his  brother. 

Out  of  a  population  of  thirty-two  (32)  in  *  at  the  outbreak 
of  the  war,  eleven  (11)  went  as  Volunteers  to  assist  the  Republics, 
six  (6)  w^ere  commandeered  and  took  up  arms,  and  three  (3)  accepted 
arms  from  the  Republics,  but  either  were  not  commandeered  or 
refused  to  do  duty;  the  remaining  twelve  (12)  (all  with  English 
names)  remained  absolutely  loyal.  Out  of  the  twelve  (12)  who  re- 
mained lo.yal,  two  (2)  went  to  the  Kalahari  to  avoid  being  comman- 
deered, and  of  the  remaining  ten  (10),  six  were  commandeered,  and 
on  refusing  to  take  up  arms  on  behalf  of  the  Republics,  had  their 
rifles,  shotguns,  and  ammunition  taken  from  them,  and  were  them- 
selves placed  under  arrest  and  taken  to  Vryburg,  being  ultimately 
sent  to  Pretoria  and  put  over  the  Delagoa  Bay  border. 

To  my  knowledge  no  looting  beyond  that  of  the  Police  Camp 
took  place  in  *  .  Except  on  the  occasion  of  the  Police  Camp 
being  broken  into  (when,  as  above  stated,  one  Transvaal  official  was 
present)  the  work  of  commandeering  and  arresting  the  lo^^alists  was 
done  entirely  by  rebels,  mostly  men  belonging  to  *  ,  principal 
amongst  whom  was  *  of  *  who  was  acting  as  * 
to  the  party  that  arrested  the  above  mentioned  six  (6)  loyalists.  Up 
to  the  present  only  four  (4)  persons  who  directly  or  indirectly  as- 
sisted the  Republics  have  returned  to  the  Ward,  and  of  them  (  *  ) 
is  at  present  in  gaol         *         charged  with  High  Treason. 

I  would  wish  to  place  on  record  the  absolutely  loyal  attitude  of 
the  *  natives,  their  behaviour  during  the  whole  period  of  the 
Boer  occupation  being  all  that  could  be  desired,  although  on  several 
occasions  they  expressed  a  strong  desire  to  attack  Boer  patrols,  but 
were  always  advised  by  *  *  *         to  remain  ab- 

solutely quiet.      Several  of  the  loyalists  handed  over  their  stock  to 
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tho  natives  to  savo  it  from  being  commandeered,  and  not  in  one 
single  instance  did  they  give  information  to  the  Boers  as  to  ;ts 
whereabouts. 

(Signed)         *  * 

^-  * 

*        ,  17th  July,  1900. 


*        ,  July  17th,  1900. 

To  the  Resident  Magistrate, 
Vryburg. 

Sir,— In  accordance  with  your  letter  to  me  of  4th  inst.  I  have  the 
honour' to  enclose  a  report  on  the  state  of  *  generally  during 
the  Boer  occupation. 

Having  been  myself  arrested  and  sent  out  of  the  country  m 
February,  I  cannot  state  with  any  accuracy  what  happened  in  the 
last  three  months  of  the  enemies'  occupation. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed) 


*  * 

*  * 

*  * 


WODEHOUSE. 


Office  of  the  Resident  Magistrate, 
Wodehouse,  Queenstown,  7th  December,  1899. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department, 
Cape  Town. 

OCCUPATION  OF  DORDRECHT  BY  FREE  STATE  FORCES.      . 

Sir, — With  reference  to  my  telegram  dated  1st  inst.,  I  have  the 
honour  to  report  for  your  information  that  a  Free  State  commando  of 
armed  and  mounted  Boers,  500  strong,  entered  Dordrecht  at  4.50  a.m. 
on  the  2nd  instant,  under  Commandant  Olivier,  from  Barkly  East. 

The  commando  proceeded  to,  and  halted  in,  the  Market  Square, 
where,  from  the  Court  House  steps,  the  Commandant  read  what  pur- 
ported to  be  a  proclamation  by  the  Free  State  Government  annex- 
ing the  district  of  Wodehouse  to  the  Orange  Free  State,  whereupon 
the  flag  of  that  State  was  hoisted  on  the  public  buildings. 

I  was  not  present  at  the  function,  and  am  unaware  of  the  precise 
terms  of  the  Proclamation,  of  which  I  was  unable  to  obtain  either 
the  original  or  a  copy. 

At  5  a.m.  three  armed  Boers  ,in  charge  of  one         *  * 

*****  entered  my  premises, 

opened  the  front  door,  and  extracted  from  a  nail  on  the  passage  wall 
the  keys  of  the  public  offices. 

At  8.30  a.m.  I  proceeded  to  the  public  offices  as  usual,  and  found 
them  in  possession  of  abovit  150  armed  Boers. 
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In  my  private  office  I  fouiul  Commandant  Olivief,  Mr.  G.  G. 
Munik,  and  an  armed  ufuard. 

I  was  introduced  to  the  Commandant,  wlio  demanded  all  safe 
and  press  lieys,  some  of  which  I  caused  to  be  handed  to  liim  by  the 
clerks. 

The  Commandant  then  proceeded  to  instal  Mr.  G.  G.  Munilv  in 
the  office  of  Landdrost  of  Dordrecht. 

After  the  ceremony,  at  which  I  was  present.  Command;! n I 
Olivier  handed  me  a  pass  to  proceed  to  the  Cape  Colony,  with  a 
verbal  request  thai  1  should  act  upon  it  as  speedily  as  possible. 

Some  16  ox  and  mule  wagons  had  arrived  under  a  strong  escort, 
and  reinforcements  to  the  nund)er  of  some  three  or  four  Imndi-cd 
Boers  arrived  about  9  a.m. 

I  left  Dordrecht  at  10  a.m.  by  cart,  and  proceeded  to  Queenstown, 
where  I  arrived  on  3rd  instant. 

At  the  time  of  my  departure  I  had  received  no  information  to 
the  effect  that  any  of  the  Wodehouse  inhabitants  had  actually  joined 
the  enemy's  forces,  but  since  my  departure,  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  systematic  commandeering  of  all  the  local  residents  has  beoi' 
vigorously  prosecuted,  but  with  wdiat  result  I  am  unable  to  say. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  about  half  the  men  capable  of  carrying 
arms  will  join  at  once,  and  the  remainder  doubtless  after  a  little 
time,  when  they  have  fully  realised  that  no  effective  steps  are  being 
taken  to  deal  with  the  invasion  and  with  the  rebellion. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  FRED.  WHTTHAM, 

Resident  Magistrate. 


Office  of  the  Resident  Magistrate, 
Dordrecht,  10th  July,  1900.      No.  5,448,  D./]900. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department, 

Cape  Town. 
STATEMENT  OF  WODEHOUSE  DIVISION  DURING  THE  LAT]-. 

REBELLION. 

Sir, — In  compliance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  your 
telegram  of  the  30th  ultimo.  No.  3,150,  I  have  the  honour  to  report 
that  the  Free  State  forces  under  command  of  Commandant  Olivier 
took  possession  of  this  district  on  the  2nd  December,  1899,  by  occupy- 
ing Dordrecht  at  5  a.m.  on  that  date.  The  occupation  lasted  from 
the  2nd  December,  1899,  to  the  IStli  February,  1900,  on  which  dale 
I  re-hoisted  the  British  flag. 

During  the  occupation  by  the  enemy  the  district  was  m  great, 
confusion.  I  believe  that  there  were  a  number  of  persons  who  wop^ 
half-hearted  in  the  part  they  took  up.  *  *        ,  gave  the 

least  support  to  the  rebellion.  I  think  about  75  per  cent,  of  ihe 
entire  Dutch  population  took  a  practical  part  with  the  enemy.  Very 
few  Dutch  (  *  )  left  the  district;  nearly  all  the  English  wiio 
could   left. 

Some  of  the  storekeepers  left  their  clerks  l)ehind  and  traded 
with  the  enemy. 

Commandeering  was  carried  on  extensively,  chiefly  by  Colo]\v 
rebels;  those  who  refused  to  join  were  fined,  and  others  were 
threatened  with  Delagoa  Bay. 

[A.  5-"  1900.]  A  A 
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Much  luuting  of  stock  and  iiirnilurc  l(K)k  place  f]'om  the  loyals; 
this  was  (lone  principally  by  the  local  rebels,  who  look  a  [jioniincm 
part  in  the  direction  of  affairs. 

Some  of  the  English  loyals,  such  as  *  ,  *  ,  *  , 
and  others  were  unnecessarily  arrested,  and  were  sent  * 

they  suffered  many  hardshii)s  on  the  way. 

"l  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  fact  that  Ihc  Free  Slaters 
were  invited  to  come  into  the  Colony  by  some  of  the  leading  rebels 
in  this  and  tlie  Barlcly  East  district,  while  some  of  the  Dutch  farmers 
would  not  have  joined  in  the  rebellion  if  they  had  an  opportuiuty  of 
escape,  but  I  fear  there  were  not  many  of  this  class. 

In  travelliu'T  about  this  district,  I  have  been  struck  wilh  ruin 
caused  by  the  country  canteen,  and  the  system  of  usury  that  has 
been  in  vogue  in  this  district  for  many  years  past.  The  victims 
have  formed  ready  material  for  rebellion;  a  number  of  respectable 
farmers  once  wealthy,  and  now  in  a  state  of  destitution,  and  more 
than  half  of  the  farms  are  mortgaged.  Since  the  prosecution  of  the 
rebels,  there  has  been  naturally  a  good  deal  of  discussion  amongst 
them  about  their  future  fate,  and  from  what  I  can  (?  gather)  the 
-najority  would  not  be  sorry  if  the  franchise  should  be  taken  from 
them  as  part  of  their  punishment,  they  appear  to  be  sick  of  politics. 

After  the  war  is  over,  with  generous  treatment  the  race  hatred 
v/ill  not  be  what  some  people  imagine  it  will  be,  and  now  that  the 
Dutch  have  seen  the  power  of  England,  and  with  a  forgive  and  for- 
get iiolicy,  they  will  soon  fall  into  line. 

Since  I  wrote  the  foregoing  I  received  the  accompanying  reports 
from         *  *       ,  whose  experience  is  of  value,  and  who  were 

in  this  locality  during  its  occu2)ation  by  the  enemy. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Signed)  CHARLES  J.  LEVEY, 

Acting  R.M. 


7th  July,  1900. 

Chas.  Levey   Esquire,  Resident  Magistrate, 
Dordrecht. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  5tli  instant,  in  which  you  would  like  my  views  generally  on 
the  recent  rebellion  in  this  district.      To  which'request  I  have  much 
l^leasure  in  making  the  following  observations:  — 
Question  No.  1 :  Please  report  on  the  general  state  of  this  district   so 

far  as  you  can  ascertain  it,  during  the  time  it  was  in  actual 

occupation  of  the  Queen's  enemies. 
This  is  an  extremely  difficult  question  to  answer,  as  an  im- 
pent'lrable  veil  was  drawn,  from  our  *  jjoundary  to  Barkly 

East  in  the  Drakensberg  and  Aliwal  North,  the  Colonial  Ijoundary. 
On  the  3rd  December,  1899  (the  day  following  the  Boer  occupation 
of  Dordrecht)  the  Boer  commandeering  officers  came  south,  and 
*  as  far  as  *  .  From  the  threats  and  intimidations 
they  used  it  was  generally  accepted,  that  to  move  anywhere,  but  into 
the  arms  of  the  Boer  laager,  would  be  regarded  as  a  hostile  act,  and 
treasonable  towards  the  new  Free  State  Administration. 
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The  rebel  scouts,  moreover,  patrolled  *  from  Halsetoil 

station  to  Swartwator,  for  months,  and  wlial  transpired  in  this  her- 
metically sealed  district  only  transpired  after  Brabant's  forces 
cleared  the  country.  I  may  briefly  say,  however,  that  19-20ths  of 
the  Boer  population  were  dominated  and  dragooned  into  active  re- 
bellion by  iSteyn's  (.Olivier)  drastic  proclamations,  and  fanatical 
speeches.  How  many  hundreds  accorded  a  willing  response  wo 
shall  never  know,  but  what  it  did  require  was  more  inbred  and  an- 
cestral loyalty  than  the  Boer  is  capable  infusing  in  himself  and  sur- 
roundings, to  withstand  the  sentimental  wave  of  Republicanism 
which  was  most  insidiously  infused  into  these  (through  ignorance) 
unreasoning  beings,  by  their  treacherous  leaders. 

Question  No.  2:  What  proportion  of  the  people  in  the  district  joined 
the  enemy,  etc.,  etc. 

I  think  that  where  commandeering  took  place,  90  per  cent, 
joined  the  invaders  by  giving  either  moral  or  material  support 

With  reference  to  the  2nd  portion  of  the  question,  as  to  the  pro- 
portion who  refused  to  join,  or  left  the  district      I  only  know  of     ■' 
who  bolted  and  remained  in  Queenstown  district  till  it  was  safe  to 
return  (I  speak  of  Boers).      One  was  *  of  *        ,  the 

others        *  *  *       . 

Question  No.  3  :  To  what  extent  commandeering  went  on  "  by    the 
enemy." 

Very  little  by  the  Free  Staters.  They  traded  ujjon  the  ignorance 
and  conceit  of  the  pronounced  Republican  influentials;  to  do  their 
dirty  work  bribes,  and  after  victory,  emoluments,  were  of!ered — and 
swallowed. 

Question  No.  4:  What  restraints,  if  any,  were  imposed  upon  those 
who  refused  to  identify  themselves  with  the  invaders. 

The  should  have  been  effective  restraint  was  Lord  Roberts's  pro- 
clamation that  "  compensation  would  be  exacted  "  etc.,  etc.  Witii 
this  as  a  lever  I  managed  to  keep  our  own  tenantry  *  all 

told,  from  joining,  tho'  they  were  all  commandeered.  I  found  men 
with  strong  wills,  and  most  pronounced  Boer  proclivities,  not  only 
amenable  to  reason,  but  delighted  to  have  excuses  framed  for  them. 
Now  they  look  and  are  the  happiest  families  in  the  district. 

Question  5 :  Did  looting  take  place. 

Yes,  wherever  a  farm  was  found  deserted  it  was  looked  ujion 
as  "  Tom  Tidlars  "  ground,  and  property  treated  accordingly.  I 
have  ascertained  on  reliable  authority  that  looting  and  deslvuction 
of  property  was  carried  on  by  our  white  and  black  Cape  Police  forces 
and  other  forces,  as  well  as  by  the  invaders  and  the  Colonial  rebels. 
This  is  not  to  be  wondered  at.  Only  history  repeating  itself.  "  A 
pile  without  inhabitant  to  ruin  runs." 

Question  6:  Whether  the  Colonial  rebels  took  any  specially  prom- 
inent part  in  the  direction  of  affairs,    etc. 

It  is  said  one  swallow  cannot  make  a  summer.  But  haU'-a-dozen 
vultures  made  eternal  winter  in  hundreds  of  happy  homes.  I  am 
firmly  convinced  that  but  for         *  *        ,  uf        *       ,         * 

*  ,         *        ,         *         with  his  henchmen,         *        ,         * 
etc.,  etc.,  in         *        and         *        ,         *         and  one  or  two  more  in 

*  ,  but  for  these,  these  few  leaders  of  Dutch  sentiment,  these 
few  inherent  or  purchased,  educaterl  rebels,  there  would  have  been 
no  chance  of  the  Free  State  invading  the  Colony.      I  look  upon       * 
or  less         *         in  Wodehouse,  Aliwal,  Albert,  and  Colesberg,  the 
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direct  instrumonts  in  the  hands  of  Steyn  and  Kruger,  who  first  for- 
mulated, and  finally  engineered  the  Colonial  campaign  against  their 
Queen  and  country.  I  go  further,  and  look  upon  the  thousands  of 
poor  ignorant  pupjiets  as  so  much  clay  in  the  hands  of  *  rebel 
potters.  They  moulded  their  pvippets,  then  pulled  the  wires,  and 
made  them  dance  to  their  ])iping,  the  1)elligerent  jig  of  eternal  shame, 
necessarily  coujjled  with  their  social,  political,  commercial,  and 
moral  destruction.  But  for  the  grace  of  God  and  the  magnanimity 
of  tlu^  British  nation,  the  Dutch  people  of  this  Colony  or  continent 
might  be  hopelessly  doomed.  But  as  we  cannot  and  wish  not  to 
visit  the  sins  of  the  fathers  upon  the  children  and  unborn  genera- 
tions, the  broad,  the  lil^eral,  the  humane,  and  christian  policy  should 
be  forgive  and  forget.  I  shall  briefly  qualify  the  reasons  I  hold  for 
the  "  forgive  and  forget "  policy,  which  is,  I  regret  to  say,  so  univers- 
ally scouted  l)y  those  who  are  now  strong  and  should  be  more  merci- 
ful. The  extremist,  however,  commits  a  pardonable  offence  when 
smarting  under  the  Free  State  flag.  Annexation,  proclamation,  and 
"Voetzek"  pass,  he  becomes  a  slave  to  his  passions,  and  allows  temper 
to  over-ride  judgment,  and  demands  the  annihilation  of  the  rebel. 
"  He  laughs  at  scars  who  never  felt  a  wound  "  says  the  British  suf- 
ferer. But  it  will  never  do  for  the  native  to  wax  rampant  over  the 
individual  sufTerers.  Village  pump.  The  greatest  good  to  the 
greatest  numbers,  being  the  approved  maxim,  should  be  adopted. 

The  annexation  of  the  two  Republics  with  the  enormous  influx 
of  foreign  and  British  population.  The  filling  up  of  the  Rhodesian 
continent  with  Australians  and  other  loyal  population.  The  natural 
sequence  to  all  this  is  the  collapse  of  tlie  Afrikander  Bond.  As  a 
political  organisation  of  possible  conspiracy.  The  stream  of  secret 
service  gold  from  the  Transvaal  will  no  longer  touch  the  pockets  of 

*  *        .      The  fire  of  fanaticism  cannot  be  sustained  with 

main  reef  fuel!  The  fuel  is  exhausted,  and  that  fire  for  ever  ex- 
tinguished, talking  to  ashes,  will  prove  ])ut  poor  and  ineffective  sport 
to  possible  Republican  leaders  of  the  future. 

As  future  rebellion  in  the  Cape,  or  now  defunct  Republics,  is 
being  made  impossible ;  the  best,  surest,  and,  in  my  opinion,  quickest 
means  of  effecting  a  permanent  reconciliation  with  the  300,000 
Dutch  colonists,  to  say  nothing  of  those  of  Natal  and  the  conquered 
States,  having,  with  an  army  of  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  million,  proved, 
in  unmistakeable  demonstration  our  irresistible  might.  Now  that 
the  bitter  lesson  has  been  taught,  once  and  for  ever,  it  might  he  fol 
lowed  by  magnanimity  as  irresistible  in  love  as  it  was  with  the 
sword — 300,000  Dutch  colonists  who  have  for  the  last  nine  months, 
with  feelings  so  conflicting  that  it  is  best  not  to  contemplate.  "  Blood 
runs  thicker  than  water."  And  these  ties  of  consanguinity  and 
common  fraternity  in  every  man  who  speaks  Dutch  and  drives  a 
(?  plow)  permeats  Boerdom  from  the  Bongolo  to  Bulawayo,  and  from 
Saldana  Bay  to  the  Sahara. 

These  now  figure,  to  use  a  harsh  expression,  as  the  cringing  and 
collapsed  sycophant,  pleading  for  mercy  in  one  concentrated  wail 
which  will  rend  the  air  from  Cape  Town  and  throughout  this  Colony 
and  northward ;  will  the  sad  refrain  for  mercy  be  breathed  from  the 
lips  of  the  hunted  Boer  now  seeking  shelter  amongst  the  cataracts 
of  the  Zambesi. 

One  stroke  of  the  pen  could  solve  this  complex  problem. 

Should  H.E.  Sir  Alfred  Milner  (who  holds  the  hearts  and  abso- 
lute confidence  of  all  loyal  British  subjects  in  this  country)  feel  that 
despite  the  jingoistic  snarling  of  the  political  few,  he  were  justified  ip. 
appealing  to  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  for  her  adoption  of  an  act  of  un- 
paralleled mercy  in  the  annals  of  British  or  any  other  history, 
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That  act  miylil  (akr  form    of    a    free    and    gracious    pardon 

graciously  cahlod  by  our  iM'lovcd  (^wren  on  tlio  '2Uh  May  next  year. 

V  pardon  free  and  unrcslrictivc  to  all  her  misguided  rebel  subject?, 

bar  ttie  (lozen  or  more  firebrands,  who  arc  directly  responsible    for 

(his  universal  misery  and  ruin. 

V  social  and  commercial  welding  and  uniting  of  the  two  white 
races  of  South  Africa  must  of  necessity  l)e  the  only  response  t(.  this 
gr-nerous  call  iy  their  Queen  for  union.  T  am  fully  ])ersua(l(d  tliat, 
what  1  have  written  is  concrete  and  incontrovertible  fact 

The  most  illustrious  of  all  illustrious  Sovereigns,  ruling  not  b\ 
fear  but  with  love,  more  than  one-fifth  of  the  worhl's  poi)ulatiou  will, 
l)y  this  Queenly  and  motherly  act,  crystallise  for  ever  her  great  and 
glorious  name  in  the  hearts  of  not  only  her  thousands  of  repentant 
and  suffering  colonists,  ])ut  evoke  a  res])onse  of  heartfelt  apjiroval 
from  the  remotest  regions  of  her  vast  possessions,  u[)on  which  our 
drum  ever  beats,  our  flag  ever  floats,  and  the  sun  never  sets. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


*      *      ,  10th  July,  1900. 

Dear  Col.  Levey, — Your  request  for  a  report  on  the  general  state 
of  the  district  has  only  just  reached  me,  and  have  much  pleasure  in 
submitting  to  you  the  following:  — 

Reporting  on  the  general  state  of  the  Dordrecht  district  during 
the  time  of  its  occupation  by  the  Queen's  enemies,  I  wish  to  state, 
first  of  all,  that  when  the  invaders  came  into  Dordrecht  on  the  2nd 
of  December,  1899,  they  came  with  the  full  knowledge  and  at  the 
request  of  the  leading  Dutch  portion  of  Dordrecht's  population.        I 
made  a  point  of  going  into  town  on  that  memorable  day,  and  could 
scarcely  believe  my  eyes,  when  I  saw  how  eagerly  and  gladly  the 
Free  Staters  were  welcomed  by  our  Dutch  people.      One  and  all, 
that  is,  rich  and  poor  alike,  seemed  to  extend  to  the  invaders  a  hearty 
w^elcome.  In  my  opinion  fully  |^  of  our  Dutch  joined  the  invaders, 
and  joined  willingly;  scarcely  a  refusal  from  any  one  of  them,  and 
very  few  left  the  district  in  order  to  evade  the  invaders.       Immedi- 
ately after  their  arrival  the  Free  Staters  appointed  local    Dutchmen 
in  town  and  district  to  commandeer;  everything  in  that  respect  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  pre-arranged.      The  Free  State  commando  Ccune 
into  Dordrecht  at  about  5  a.m.,  and  I  reached  town  about  8  a.m.  on 
the  2nd  December.       On  ni}^  arrival  these  local  Dutchmen  (well- 
known  to  me)  were  already  busy  commandeering.      In  fact  one  had 
the  audacity  to  commandeer  me.      In  each  ward  local  men  were  ap- 
pointed conimandeering  officers;  had  they  refused  I  feel  convinced 
the  Free  Staters  would  not  have  undertaken  it  themselves.        Our 
local  men,  to  mj^  personal  knowledge,  were  very  active,  allowimi  no 
Dutchmen  in  their  respective  wards  to  escape  their  vigilance.    With 
regard  to  restraints,  the  Landdrost  Munnilv  told  me  thai  all  of  Didcli 
extraction  must  join,  not  one  would  be  permitted  to  leave;     under 
cover  of  a  pass.       Furtlier,  that  all  others,  loyals,  who  refused  to 
identify  themselves  with  the  invaders,  could  either  obtain  a  pass  to 
leave  the  district,  time  allowed  such   varying  from  24  hours  to  14 
days,  or  remain  in  town  or  district  l)y  taking  an  oath  of  neutrality. 
There  is  no  doubt  where   chance  offered,  that  looting  did  take  place, 
but  I  must  add,  on  the  whole,  that  properties  and  buildings  were  well 
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presoi"vod  and  protected.  My  own  house,  althouoh  tlie  rebel  enemy 
several  times  visited  it,  was  by  them  untouclied.  The  Cclonial 
rebel  was  especially  prominent  in  the  direction  of  afTairs  and  in  offer- 
ing advice;  to  him  alone  all  measures  an^gressive  to  loyalists  are  due. 
Local  rebels  informed  me  personally  that  it  was  their  intention  to 
drive  all  Britishers  into  the  sea,  "Africa  for  the  Afrikanders  "  being 
their  war  cry.  About  the  general  condition  of  the  district  during 
hostile  occupation,  same  was  simply  deplorable.  The  loyals,  how- 
ever, who  remained,  were  protected,  and  their  oaths  respected.  That 
is  speaking  generally ;  of  course,  in  some  few^  cases  extreme  measures 
were  resorted  to  by  rebel  blackguards,  but  to  those  who  remained 
quiet  at  home  and  spoke  little,  good  treatment  was  meted  out.  fn 
conclusion  I  wish  to  add  that  I  have  had  considerable  and  vast  ex- 
perience with  the  Colonial  Dutchmen,  that  it  is  my  belief  that  the 
rebellion  is  a  long-wished-for  and  thought-out  plan.  That  most  of 
the  rebels  joined  purely  through  ignorance,  this  ignorance  l)eing 
traded  upon  by  men  of  learning,  such  as  their  owm  Dutch  Ministers 
of  the  Gospel,  and  especially  by  that  disloyal  and  rebel  institution — 
the  Afrikander  Bond. 

I  am,  dear  Col.  Levey, 

Yours  truly, 


